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Tbb progreeB of Discovery baa ever been regarded with 
the deeped interest by mankind. Wbotbor viewed '^th 
reference to its beariDg upon the commercial interests of 
nations, its valuable additions to tbe acquifiitiona of science, 

1 as bringing to light many of the hidden 
wonders with which the Great and Good Creator has so 
plentifully stored onr world, it is fraught with interest and 
instruction. Among the various Expeditions of Discovery 
by land and sea, none have claimed our attention or 
anlieted our sympathiea more powerfully than those into 
ttie Arctic Regions. Nowhere has the navigator to con- 
tend with difficulties so formidable ; non-here ia nature 

norc vividly under bo terrific and heautiful an 
taapect — BOW bowling in the fury of elemental strife, and 
reposing in all the fairy-like brilliancy peculiar to 
le icy oceans of the north; and nowhere bas been more 
■trikingly esemplidcd at once the power and the impotency 
of man. In the volume of this series entitled Polar Seas 
,AKD Keoions, full and interestjng details are given of the 
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PREFACE. 

I expeditious by sea to these frozen regioiiB, 

we could be eaid to have obtained a complete 

of the eSbrbi made to explore tlie extreme north, by thAl 

I nations of Europe, there remained to be completed another ■ 

branch of adventure, equally arduous, and more varied i; 

character. We allude to the expeditions imdertaien, 

partly by land and partly by lake and river navigation, to 

' trace the Northern Coasts of America. Thia desideratum, ■ 

the present volume will supply, and in combination with ■ 

the work alluded to, will be found to give a complete I 

account of the whole BcricB of Northern Discoveries by I 

' land and water, from the earliest period down to the pre- ' 

Bent time. 

The beautiful and romantic scenery through which iim 
Bucceasive adventurers passed, the wild uncultivated natives 
with whom they came into contact, the manifold dangers 
they encountered among the lakes and foaming cataracts, 
and the stirring rencontres they frequently had with the 
^^^ ferocious animals that inhabit the North American wil- 
^^B demesa, form a large portion of the following p 




CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

DIBGOYERY OF NORTH AMEBICA — EABLY YOYAGES OF THE POBTUGUESE, 

FRENCH, AND SPANIARDS. 

First Discoyery of North America by John Cabot— Voyages of Sebastian Cabot 
— Of the Cortereals— Discovery of Labrador — French Discoveries— Voyages 
of Verazzano— Of Jacqnes Cartier— Discovery of Canada— Spanish Voyages 
of Discovery— Cortes— UUoa—Alarchon—Viscidno, ., ^....... 9 

CHAPTER II. 

BUBSIAN AND ENGLIBH VOYAGES. 
Bcihrlng—Tchirlkow— Cooke and Clerke—Mearea— Vancouver— Eotzebne,... 66 

CHAPTER III. 

HEABNE AND SIS ALEXANDER' ICAOEENZIE. 

Ooloniation of Canada— French Fur-Trade- Rise of Hudson's Bay Company 
— Heame's Three Journeys— North-West Fur Company— First Journey of 
Sir Alexander Mackeniie, in 1789— His Second Expedition, in 1792, 105 

CHAPTER IT. 

DIBOOYEBIES ALONG THE SHORES OF THE ARGTIO OOEAN^ 
Fbit and Second Expeditions of Franklin— Voyage of Captain Beechey,.. . ». . . 181 



Vi CONTENTS. 



CHAPTEE V. 

RBCSST DIB00YEBIE8. 

Captain Badi^OmlaBd Jonrnej to the AicUe Sea, 18S8-3A,..» 3M 

CHAPTER VI. 

* BEOEHT DIBOOTEBnaS. 

Deaae aad SInipaon*s Overland Jonrnej to the Polar Sea, 1887-88-M,..»...... 810 

CHAPTER VII. 

BBOXXT DIB00YEBIB8. 
Ej^editlon of Dr. Rae, 1M6-7, 86t 



PROGRESS OF DISCOVERT 



OK TBB 



NORTHERN COASTS OF AMERICA, 



CHAPTER L 



Discovery of North America — Early Voyages of the Portuguesef 
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When we peruse the lives of such men as De Gama and 
Golumhus, and consider the complicated difficulties over- 
come by these early navigators, their imperfect means, and 
the dark and defective state of their knowledge, it is diffi- 
cult to repress astonishment at the success which attended 
their exertions, and the magnitude and splendour of their 
discoveries. In reflecting, indeed, upon so great a theme 
as the revelation of a new world, it becomes us to raise our 
minds from the region of second causes to the awM con- 
templation of that Almighty Being, who confounds the cal- 
culations of man by bringing stupendous results out of the 
feeblest human preparations; and it is one of the finest 
features in the character of Columbus, that he invariably 

A 



\ 



coi.uMBua. II49K 

act«d under tlic conviction of being eelecteJ by God for the 
taflk which he at len^h accomplished; but the admiration 
with which we regard this great man — and that belongs, 
though in an inferior degree, to many of his contempora- 
ries in the field of discovery — ^is enhanced rather than dimi- 
nished by this union of simple and primitive faith with 
ardent geniua and undaunted resolution, 

A former volume* has been devoted to the description of 
the daring efforts which have been made to explore the 
Polar Seaa ; and we now proceed to direct our attention to 
another, and a no less interesting and important chapter in 
the history of human enterprise — the discovery of North 
America, and the progress of maritime adventure on the 
more northern coasts of thia vast continent. Without de- 
tracting in any degree from the fame of Columbus, it may 
be mentioned as a renmrkable circumstance, that although 
the admiral landed in Hiapaniola as early as the 4th of 
February 1493, he did not ascertain the existence of the 
continent of South America till the 30th of May 1498 ; 
whilst there is certain evidence that, almost a year before, 
an English vessel had reached the shores of North Ame- 
rica. As much obscurity hangs over the ctrcurastances of 
this early voyage, and as I have arrived at a conclusion 
completely at variance with that adopted by a late acute 
writer,f it will be necessary te dwell mth some minuteness 
on the history of this great event. 

* DiscoTGTj uii Adventure in the Polar Seas ind BegioBB, by Kr 
John I«5li(j, &<:. Londun, 1853. 

t The author of the Memoir of Sobastim Cabot, pp. 60, 51, an enonj- 
mon* work (London, 1831], which contains much ingeniona crilioism 
■nd VBlnihle research. It is, however, unhappil; eonfmcd in its urange- 
ment, and written thrnaghout in a tone of aapErltf which, in the discus- 
■ion of a subject of remote biography, ie unplGOint and uncalled for. 
The author bos bem nnju^ilj- Beyere in his inimadTeniims on the labours 
oF Hakluyt, of whom a brief Vindication will be found at the end ut 
this folnmn. 
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^^H The attention paid to navigatioa by the conunercial states 
^^B* Italy, and especially by the republics of Genoa and 
^^T'enii*, ia fiumliar to all acquainted with the history of 
Europe during the fif5«enth century. Italian merchants and 
agents of opulent commercial houses were found settled in 
every European state ; and the impetus communicated to 
the human mind by the discoveries of the Portuguese and 
the Bpaniards rendered the sciences of cosmogjaphy and 
navigation the moat popular subjects of instruction which 
were taught in the schools. A devotion to them became 
fashionable among the noble and ardent youths, who asso- 
ciated with them all that was romantic and delightful; 
they were considered as the certain guides to daring and 
successful maritime adventure, sud the handmaids to wealth 
and fame. It was about this momentous period, in the 
year 1494, that we find a Venetian, named John Cabot, or 
Gabota, residing in the opulent city of Bristol, At what 
precise time he settled in England is not now discoverable; 
we only know that he left Italy for the purpose of devot- 
ing himself to the mercantile profesaion. He was one of 
those enthusiastic spirits upon whom the career of Colum- 
bus made a deep impression ; and about a year after the 
return of the great Genoese from his first voyage, the 
merchant of Bristol appears to have embraced the idea 
that new lands might be discovered in the north-west, 
and a passage in all probability attained by this course to 
India.* Animated by such a project, Cabot addressed him- 
self to Henry VII., and found immediate encouragement 
from that monarch, who, though of a cold and cautious dis- 
position, was seldom slow to listen to any proposal which 
promised an increase of wealth to his exchequer. On the 
3th of March 1495, the king granted his royal commiaaion 

^^UF Tirabosclii, SIoHj il<:I!jt Letter. Ilal.. vol. yi. h. !. cap. vi. g 24. 
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wr 

^H to John Cabot, citizen of Venice, and liis sons, Louiti, 

^H Sebastian, and Sanchez, committing to him and them, and 

^H to their heirs and deputies, full authority to Hail to all 

^H countries and seas of the East, West, and North, under the 

^V banner of England, with five ahipa of whatever burden and 

strength in mariners they might choose to employ. The 

equipment of thia squadron was cautiously stipulated to be 

made "at their own proper costs and charges;" and its 

I object stated to be the discovery of the islea, regions, and 
provincea of the Heathen and Infidels, which hitherto had 
been unknown to all the nations of Christendom, in what- 
ever part of the globe they might be placed. By the same 
deed the Cabots were empowered to set up the banners and 
ensigns of England in the newly discovered countries ; to 
subdue and possess them as lieutenanta of the king; and 
to enjoy the privilege of excluaivo trade ; — the wary moo- 
arch, however, annexing to these privileges the condition, 
I that he was to receive the fifth part of the capital gwn 
upon every voyage, and binding their ships to return to 
the port of Bristol. * 
Two important facts are ascertained by this authentic 
document. It proves that John Cabot, a citizen of Venice, 
was the principal author of^ and adventurer in, the project; 
and that no voyage with a similar object had been under- 
taken prior to the 5th of Marcli 1495. 
The expedition, however, did not sail till the spring of 
1497, more than a twelvemonth subsequent to the date of 
the original cominiaaion. What occaaioned thia delay it 
ia DOW difBcult to determine ; but, as the fieet waa to be 
equipped at the sole expense of the adventurers, it is not 
improbable that Cabot had required the interval to raise the 
necessary capital, It is much to be regretted that in no 
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^^^Hnitemporary chronicle is there any detailed account of the 
^^^^nyage. We know, however, that it was cucdncted hy ' 
^^^^bha Cahot in person, who took with him his eon Sehaa- 
tian, then a very young man, Ita result waa undoubtedly 
the discovery of North America; and although the parti- 
cnlsrs of this great event are lost, its exact date has heeoi i 
njcorded hy an unesceptionable witness, not only to a day, 
but even to on hour. On an ancient map, drawn hy Sebas- 
tian Cabot, the son, whose name appears in the commission j 
by the king, engraved hy Clement Adams, a contemporary, 
and published, as there ia reason to believe, under the eya ] 
^^^_^ Sebastian, was written in Latin, the following brief but 
^^Httear and satisfactory account of the discovery : — " Id the 
^^^Hbor of our Lord 149T, John Cabot, a Venetian, and his 
^^Bi^tn Sebastian, discovered that country, which no ono before 
bis time bod ventured to approach, on the 24th of June, 
about five o'clock in the morning. He called the land 
Terra Primum Visa, because, as I conjecture, this was the 
place that first met his eyes in looking from the sea. On 
the contrary, the island which lies opposite the land he 
called the Island of St, John — as I suppose, because it 
was discovered on the festival of St, John the Baptist 
The inhabitants wear beasts' skins and the intestines of 
animals for clothing, esteeming them as highly as we do 
our most precious garments. In war their weapons are the 
bow and arrow, spears, darts, slings, and wooden clubs. 
The country is sterile and uncultivated, producing no fruit; 
from which circumstance it happens that it is crowded with 
white bears, and stags of an unusual height and size. It 
yields plenty of fish, and these very large ; such as seals 
And salmon : there are soles also above an ell in length ; 
but especially great abundance of that kind of fish culled 
a the vulgar tongue Baccalaos. In the same island, alw, 
Bed hawks, so black In their colour that they wonderfully I 
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resemble ravens ; besides which, there are partridges 
eagles of durk plumage." • 

Such is the notice of tlic discovery of North Amerii 
and as some doubt has lately been thrown upon the subject, 
it may he remarked that the evidence of the fact contained 
in this inscription is perfectly unexceptionable. It comes 
from Clement Adams, the intimate friend of Richard Chan- 
celor; and C'hnncelor lived, as is well known, in habits of 
dmiy intercourse with ijebastian Cabot, who accompanied 
his fattier on the first voyage of discovery. Unfortunately, 
both the original map and the engraving are loBt ; but 
happily Purchas has preserved the information, that the 
engraved map by Adams bore the date of 1549 ; f at which 
time Sebaatian Cabot was in such great reputation at the 
court of Edward VI., that for his services ha had received 
ft princely pension. This young inonaroh, as we learn from 
Burnet, showed 'a peculiar fondness for maritime affairs. 
He possessed a collection of charts, which were hung up in 
his cabinet, and amongst them was the engraving of Cabot's 
map. The inscription, therefore, must have been seen tbera 
and elsewhere by Sebastian ; and, when we consider that 
the date of the engraving corresponds with the time when 
he was in high favour with the king, it does not seem impro- 
bable that this navigator, to gratify his youthful and royal 
patron, employed Adams ta engrave from his own chart 
the map of North America, and that the facts staled in 
the inscription were furnished by himself. The singular 
minuteness of its terms seems to prove this ; for who but 
he, or some one personally present, after the lapse of fif^y- 
two years, could have communicated the information that 
the discovery was made about five o'clock id the morning 
of the 24th June? If, however, this is questioned as being 

• Uiklujt, vol. iii. p. 6. t Porclas' rilgr=nis, vol. jji. p. 807. 
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Bonjecttiral, the fact tbat SebaaLian must have seen the. I 

, inBcription is sufficient to render the evidence perfectly o 

dnsive upon the important point of John Cabot being the 

diseoverer of North America. That he had along with him 

in his ship his son Sebastian, cannot, we think, in the opinion 

of any impartial person, detract from or infringe upon the 

» merit of the father. But, to complete the proof, a late ■ 
writer has availed himself of an imperfect extract from a. I 
record of the rolls, furnished by the industrious Hakluyt, 
to discover an original document which seta the matter alto* 
getlier at rest. This Is the second eommission for discovery, 
granted by Henry VII. on the 3d of February, and in the 
thirteenth year of his reign, to the same individual who 
conducted the first expedition. The letters are directed to 
John Kabotto, Venetian, and permit him to eail with six 
ships " to the land and isles of late found by the said John 
in onr name and by our commandment."* It presents a 

1 singnlar picture of the inability of an ingenious and other- 

^^^^irise acutfi mind lo estimate the weight of historical evi- 
^^^Hi^eiice, when we find the biographer of Seba^lian Cabot | 
^^^B^isisting, in the face of such a proof as this, that the glory j 
^^^B)f the first discovery of North America is solely due to | 
^^^Bflebastian, and tbat it may actually be doubted whether hia I 
^^^Hbther accompanied the expedition at all. -I* 
I Immediately after the discovery, tlie elder Cnbot appears 1 

to have returned to England; and on the 10th of August { 
we find, in the privy purse expenses of Henry VII., the 
tmm of ten pounds awarded to him who found the New 
Isle, which was probably the name then given to New- 
foundland. Although much engrossed at this moment with 
the troubles which arose in his kingdom in consequence of 
i the Cornish rebellion, the war nith Scotland, and the [ 
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attempt upon the crown by Perkin Warbeek, the king de- 
termineil to pursue the enterprise, and to encourage a 
Bchcme for colonization under the conduct of the original 
diBCoverer, To this enterprising navigator he, on the 3d of 
February 1497,* granted those second letters -patent just 
alluded to, which eonfcired an ampler authority and more 
favourable terms than the first commission. He empowered 
John Kshotto, Venetian, to take at hia pleasure six English 
Bhips, with their necessary apparel, and to lead them to the 
land and isles lately found by him according to the royal 
command. Cabot was also permitted to receive on board 
all such masters, mariners, pages, and other subjects aa 
chose to accompany him ; and it aeems probable, from some 
entries in the privy purse expenses, that Launcclot Thir- 
kill of London, Thomas Bradley, and John Carier, embaTked. 
in the adventure."!- 

When about to aet saU on hia second voyage, Jol 
Cabot, who had previously received from Henry the 
of knighthood, appears, fi\»ra some cause not bow discover- 
able, to have been prevented from taking the command;^ 
and though the name of Sebastian was not inclnded in the 
second royal commission, he was promoted to the situation 
left vacant by his father. He must still, indeed, have been a 
young man; but he hod accompanied the first voyage, and at 
an earlyage developed that genius fornaval enterprise which 
afterwards bo remarkably distinguished him. We know 
from hia account of himself that, at the time his parents 
carried him from Venice to London, he had attained 
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• Oia style— use, new style, 

t See Air. Kicholaa' eicelloit collection entitled ExcerpCa Historic 
pp. 116, 117. 

f ThB caoBa might be his death, but this is cotijeotnre; of the fiwt 
there ia no direct proof: of the knighthood it is not possible to dnubt. 
BcB, in the Vitjdieation of Hsklujt, the remwks on Iho 
grsphsr of C&bot In his chaptor on ibis Bubji!Ct. 
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iwledge of the sphere; and when about this period the I 
!at discovery of Columhus hegaii to bo talked of in Eng- f 
land as a thing almOEt more divine than hnman, 1 
of it upon hia youthfd imagination was to eseite " a mighty 
longing," to use his own words, " and burning desire in hia 
heart that he too should perform some illustrious action. "• 
With such dispositions, we may easily imagine how rapid 
tnDst have been his progress in naval science, with the 
benefit of hia father's example and instructions. It is not 
matter of surprise, therefore, that though probably not more 
than twenty-three years old, the conduct of the enteriirise 
was intruated to hira. He accordingly sailed from England 
with two ships in the aummer of 1498, and directing hia 
course by Iceland, soon reached Newfoundland, which he 
called Terra dc Baccalaos, from the great quantity of fiah 
,-«£ that name. 

Of this remarkable voyage a ahort account is preserved 
by Peter Martyr, the historian of the New World, a writer 
of high authority, and so intimate a friend of the navi- 
gator, that, at the time he wrote the passage which we now 
give, Sebastian was in the habit of paying him frequent 
ita at hia house ; " These norihem seas," says this writer, 

have been navigated and explored by Sebastian Cabot, 
m Venetian by birth, whom his parents, when they were 
setting out to settle in Britain, according to the common 
custom of the Venetians, who for the sake of commercial 
adventure become citizens of every country, carried along 

ith them when he was little more than an infant.-}- Ha 
Itted out two ahips in England at his own charges, and first, 



r * Esniuwo, Viaggi, vol. i. p. 414. 

L ■f Cabot wai bum in Gnglaud, and F&rried hy Ilia fntliGi into Italy 
n four yiBiB olil. Da nss oftcrwsrib brauglit bick to England 
a a youth, " as&ai g^ovaue." — Runueio, vol. i. p. 414. Memoir of 

fcbot. p. 69. 
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with three hundred men, directed his couriie bo far towards 
the North Pole, that even in the month of July he found 
great heaps of ice ttwinuniiig in the sea, and aliuost con- 
tinual daylight. Tet he aaw the land free from ice, which 
had been melted by the beat of the sun. Thus observing 
Huch masses of ice before bim, he was compelled to turn his 
sails and follow the west; aod, coasting still by the shore, 
waa brought so iar into the Houth, by reason of the land 
bending much to the southward, that it was there almost 
equal in latitude with the sea called Fretum Herculeum. 
He sailed to the west till he had the Island of Cuba on his 
left hand, ahnost in the same longitude. As he passed 
along those coasts, called by him Uaccalaos, he affirmed 
that he found the same current of the waters towards the 
, west which the Spaniards m.et with in the southern naviga- 
tions, with the single difference that they flowed more 
gently. From this circumstance it appears to me," says 
Martyr, " not only a probable, but an almost necessary 
conclusion, that there must exist, between both the conti- 
nenta hitherio unknown, great gaps or open places, through 
which the waters continually pass from the east to the 
west. • * * Sebastian Cabot himself named these 
lands Bacealaos, because in the seas thereabout he found 
such an immense multitude of large fish like tuimies, called 
baccalaoa by the natives, that they actually impeded the 
sailing of his ships. He found also the inhabitants of 
se regions covered with beasts' skins, yet not without 
use of reason. lie also relates that there are plenty of 
bears in these parts, which feed upon fish. It Is the prac- 
tice of these animals to throw themselves into the midst of 
e shoals of fish, and, each seizing his prey, to bury their 
claws in the scales, drag them to land, and there devour 
them. On this account he says that these bears meddle 
little with men. * * * Cabot is niv intimate 
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iend, and one whom it U ray delight to have frequently 
my roof; for, hcing; called out of England by the 
liloininand of the King of Caatile after the death of Henry 

'II., he was made one of our council and assifitflnta relating 
the afFaira of the new Tudiea; and he looks daily for 
Bhipa to be fitted out for him, that he may discover this 
hidden secret of nature. I expect," concludes Peter Mar- 
tyr, " that he will be able to set out on hia voyage during the 
course of the next year, 151G, and in the month of March."* 
When it is known that Sebastian Cabot's second voyage-}- 
from England to North America did not take place till 
1517, it hecomea certain that the above passage, written 
in lfpl5, must relate to tbe expedition of 1498; and re- 
membering that the author was personally intimate with 
this navigator, and wrote only seventeen years after tho 
.Toyage had taken place, we are inclined to set a high 
Talue on anch an authority. It is deeply to he regretted 
diat the original maps drawn by so eminent a discoverer, 
and the discourses with which he illnstrated them, are now 
lost;^ bat in this deficiency of original materials, the work 
of Ramaaio— a collector of voyages who was a contempo- 
rary of Cabot — supplies some valuable information. 

In the first volume of his Voyages, this amasing writer 
has introduced a discoorse upon the different routes hy which 
the spices of the Eaat were conveyed in ancient times to 
Europe; and towards the conclusion of the essay he brings 

* Peter Martfr, De OibB Novo, 3d decad. cap. 6. Edition hj Ilak- 
hiyt, p. 232 — Eden's TranaUtion in Willas* Hial. of Tcavayle, p. 136. 
— The hidden secret, or natural phenomenoa, of which Cabot vim ex- 
pected td penetrate the cause, is staled by Martyr at p. 231. It was to 
neolve Ihe (jueetion, " Why the seas in these parts run with so iwift ■ 
mrrent tnnii the eaet to the west?" 

t Althougji the son accompanied the &ther, I Musidur the vojigs of 
Jely conducted by Jolm Cabot. 

t Memoir of Cabot, p. 41. 
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n a suliject which then deeply occupied the atteotion of 
learned men — the project, namely, for diaeovering; a passage 
to the kingdom of Cathay a.nd the coasts of India, hy the 
north-west. In the discueaion of this point, Raniusio 

mtely descrihes a conversation which took place at the 
villa of the celebrated Itslian physician and poet, Fracas- 
toro, between Ramusio himself; Fracastoro, an architect 
named St. Michael, and a certain philosopher and itiathe- 
matician, who gave them an account of an interview which 

once had with Sebaatian Cabot in the city of Seville. 
The whole passage is interesting, whether we look to the 
information regarding Cabot, or lo the pleasing picture it 
bringa before na of the great Fracastoro iu his philosophic 
and classical retreat at Caphi. No apology, therefore, need 
be made for presenting it to the reader. " Having thus 
given yon," says the Italian writer, "all that I could ex- 
tract from ancient and modem authors upon this subject, 
it would he ineseuBable in me if I did not relate a high 
and adniirahle discourse, wliich, some few months ago, it 
,3 my good fortune to hea.r, in company with the excel- 
lent architect, Michael de St. Michael, in the sweet and 
romantic country-seat of Hieronymo Fracastoro, named 
Caphi, situated near Verona, whilst we sat on the top of a 
hill, commanding a view of the whole of the Lago di 
Garda. • • * Being tlien, as I said, at Caphi, where we 
Lad gone to visit our excellent friend Hieronymo, we found 
him on our arrival sitting in company with a certain 
gentleman, whose name, from motives of delicacy and re- 
spect, I conceal. He was, however, a profound philoaopher 
and mathematician, and at that moment engaged iu ex- 
hibiting to Fracastoro an iiiatmment lately constructed to 
show a new motion of the heavens. Having reasoned 
upon this point for a long tinie, they, by way of recreation, 
caused a large globe, upon which the world was minutely 
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laid down, to be broughf; and having tills before him, 
gentleman I have mentioned began to npeak ta the follow* ! 
ing purpose." Kamusio, after this introduction, pves 
as proceeding from the stranger, a great inasa of geogra- 
pbieal information, after which he introduces him diBcusBing 
with Fraca»toro the probability of a. north-west passage to 
India. "At this point of his conversation," says he, 
"after the stranger had made a pause for a few moments, 
lie turned to us and said, — 'Do you not know, regarding 
this project of going to India by the north-west, what was 
fcnnerly achieved by your fellow-citizen the Venetian, a 
most extraordinary man, and so deeply conversant in every- 
thing connected with navigation and the science of cosmo- 
graphy, that in these days he hath not his equal in Spain, 
insomuch that for his ability he is preferred above all 
other pilots that sail to the West Indies, who may not pass 
thither withont his license, on which account he is denomi- 
nated Piloto Mayor, or Grand Pilot ?' "When to this ques- 
tion we replied that we knew him not, the stranger pro- 
led to tell us, that being some years ago in the city of 
iville, he was desirous to gain an acquaintance with the 
■"navigations of the Spaniards, when he learnt that there 
he city a valiant man, a Venetian bom, named 
Cebaatian Cabot, who had the charge of those things, being 
pn expert man in the science of navigation, and one who 
'Ixmld make charts for the sea with his own hand, ' Upon 
this report of him,' continued he, ' 1 sought his acquaint- 
ance, and found him a pleasant and courteous ^lerson, who 
loaded me with kindness, and showed me many things; 
among the rest a large map of the world, wilh the naviga- I 
—tions of the Portuguese and the Spaniards minutely laid 
■ A}wn upon it; and in exhibiting this to mc, he informed ms I 
I that his father, many years ago, having left Vc 
I gone to settle as a merchant in England, had talie 
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Loudon when he was still a youth; yet not so backward, 
bat he had thenacquired the knowledge of the Latin tongue, 
and some acquaintance with the sphere. It so happened, 
he said, that his father died at that time when the news 
arrived that Don Christopher Columbus had discovered the 
coast of the Indies, of which there was much talk at the 
court of Henry VII., who then reigned in England.' " 
The effect of this discovery upon Cabot's youthful ambition, 
which we have already alluded lo, is next deseribod by 
Rarausio from the report of the stranger, and he then pro- 
ceeds in these remarkable words ; — " ' Being aware,' said 
Cabot to me, ' that if I sailed with the wind bearing me in 
a north-westerly course, I should come to India by a 
shorter route, I suddenly imparted my ideas to the king, 
who was much pleased with them, and fitted out for me 
three caravels with all necessary stores and equipments. 
This,' he added, ' was in the beginning of the summer of 
the year 1496, and I began to sail towards the north-west 
with the idea that the first land I should make would be 
Cathay, fiom which I intended afterwards to direct my 
course to the Indies; but after the lapse of several days, 
having discovered it, I found that the coast ran towards 
the north, to ray great disappointment. From thence 
sailing along It, to aseertBin if I could find any gulf to ran 
into, I could discover none; and thus having proceeded as 
&r as 5(i° under the Pole, and seeing that heie the coast 
trended towards the east, I despaired of discovering any 
passage, and aiter this turned back lo examine the same 
coast in its direction towards the equinoctial — always with 
the same object of finding apassage to the Indies — and thns 
at last I reached the country at present named Florida, 
where, since my provisions began to fail me, I took the 
resolution of returning to England. On arriving in that 
country, I found great tumults, occasioned bv the rising 
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of the common people and the war in Scotland ; nor 
there any more talk of a voyage to these parta. For 
reaeon I departed int« Spain to their most Catholic Majes- 
ties, Ferdinand and IsabcLla, who, having learnt what I 
bad accompli ahed, received me into their aervice, provided 
£ir me handsomely, and despatched me on a voyage of 
very to the coast of Brazil, where I found an exceed- 
ghty river, called at present La Plata, into 
'which I sailed and explored its course into the continent 
more than six score leagues. * • • This,' continued 
the stranger gentleman, addressing himself to ua, ' is the 
of all that I leomt from the Signor Sebastian 



Such is the passage from Ramusio; and from it we have 
.■aother proof, that of this second voyage, which prohably 
took place after the death of the original discoverer, Sebas- 
tian Cabot had the sole command ; that its object was to 
find a north-west passage to India, and that the highest 
latitude which he reached was 50°, I am quite awaro 
some of the statements in this extract are erroneous, and 
that Gomara, an author of good authority, carries Sebas- 
tian as far as 58" north ;-[■ hut, considering the particular 
circumstances under which the information is conveyed, 
t&ere is no reason to doubt that the general sketch of the 

lyage is correct; and it establishes the important fact, 
1498, the coast of North America, from 

le latitude of 5(J" or 58" north to the coast of Florida, had 
discovered by the English. The domestic affairs of 
Henry, however, and the involved political negotiations 
with France and the continent, undoubtedly prevented the 
king from holding out to Sebastian that encouragement 
with which so great a diiicovery ought to have been re- 
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warded; and after an interval of fourteen years, of which 
certain ac<^ount, this great navigator left Eng- 
land and entered into the service of Spain. 

The Portuguese, a nation to whose genius and persever- 
ice the sister sciences of geography and navigation owe 
some of their highest triumphB, were at this period in the 
zenith of their fame, animated with an enthusiastic spirit 
of enterprise, and ready to consider every discovery not 
conducted by themselves as an encroachment npon their 
monopoly of maritime glory. Inspired with this jealousy, 
Caspar de Cortereal, of whose expedition notice has already 
been taken in this Lihrary," determined to pursue the tracic 
of discovery opened hy Cabot in the n ih ne^t and in 
1500, sailed with two ships from L bo m ted hy the 

desire of exploring this supposed w te ndia.-{- 

Cortereal touuhed at the Azores, v. h co p d hia 

crews, and took in provisions. H h n d ourae 

never, as far as he knew, traced by rm a gBt4>r, 

and eame npon a country to which he gave the name of 
Terra Verde, hut which is carefully to be distinguished 
from that called Greenland. This was in truth the coast 
of Labrador, denominated in an old map published at Borne 
in 1508, Terra Corterealis. It lay between the west and 
north-west; and, after having explored it for upwards of 

• Discavcry and Adventure in the Pobr Soas, 3d edition, p. 1B4, Mid 
Lives and Voyages of Drake, CavondLih, and Uampicr, p. 24. 

+ CortEToal tiod been educated in the lionwJiold of the King of Pot- 
tagal before he came (o the throne, and when he still bnre the title of 
Duke de Beja. — Damiann Goes, Chronica del Rej Dom. Manuel, c 66. 
OKp. 66, p. 187. Hia character, aa given hj thia ancient and contem- 
porary chronicler, ia hnef and forcihle : " Gaspai de Cortereal, son of 
John Van Cortereal, was a nian of an enterprising and determined nhai^ 
tidentl; thir^tinB after gloir; for wliidi reason he t>ro|kised to 
voyage of discovery, seekiug coimtriea in northern latitndea, 
Portugiueae) baring at this time diacovercd nuuiy in eoutheru 
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aixhundred miles without reaching any termination, Cortereal 
concluded that it must form part of the mainland, which was 
connected with another region discovered in the preceding 
year in the north — evidently alluding to the voyage of 
Sehastian Cabot in 1498.* The most carious and authen- 
tic account of this remarkabk expedition of the Portuguese 
navigator ia to be found in a )etter, written by Pietro Pas- 
*iulligi, the Venetian ambassador at the wmrt of Portugal, 
to his brothers in Italy, only eleven days after the return 
of Cortereal from hla first voyage. " On the filth of Octo- 
ber," aaya he, "there arrived in this port one of the two 
caravels, which were last year despalfihed by the Kin g of 
Portugal for the discovery of lands lying in the north, under 
the command of Gospar Cortereal. He relates that he has 
discovercdacountry situated hetweenthe west andnorth- west, 
distant from this about two thousand miles, and which before 
the present time was utterly unknown. They ran along the 
coast between six hundred and seven hundred miles without 
arriving at its termination, on which account they concluded 
it to be the same continent that ia connected with another 
land discovered last year in the north, which, however, the 
caravels could not rcAch, the sea being frozen, and a vast 
quantity of snow having fallen. They were confirmed in 
the same opinion by finding so many niighty rivers, which 
certainly were loo numerous and too large to have pro- 
ceeded from au island. They report that this land is 
thickly peopled, and that the houses are built of very long 
beams of tini1>er, ajid covered witli the ftint of the skins of 
fishes. They have brought hither along with them seven 
of the inhabitants, including men, women, and children ; 
and in the other caravel, which is looked for every hour, 
they are bringing fifty more. These people, in colour, 

^^L * Memoir cif Kelnblinn Cabot, p. 241. 
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figure, stature, and expression, greatly resemljte gipsies 
they are clothed with the skina of different beaatB, bul 
chiefly of the otter, wearing the hair outside in Bummei", 
and next to the skin in winter. These skina, too, ai 
aewed together, nor shaped to the body in any fashion, bul 
wrapt around their amis and shoulders exactly as taken 
from the animals ; whilst the slight and partial covering 
which they wear ie formed with strong cords made of the 
sinews or entraila of fishes. On thia account their appear- 
ance is completely savage; yet they are very sensible to 
ahame, gentle in their mannera, and better made in their 
arms, lega, and shoulders, than can be e.tpreased. Their 
faces are punctured in the same manner as the Indians; — 
vna& have six marks, some eight, some fewer; they nse a 
language of their own, but it is understood by no one. 
Moreover, I believe that every possible language has been 
addressed t» them. They have no iron in their eountiy, 
but manufacture knivea out of certain kinda of atones, with 
which they point their arrows. They have a!ao brought 
from this island a piece of a, broken sword inlaid with gold, 
which we can pronounce undoubtedly to have been made 
in Italy; and one of the children had in his ears two 
pieces [todini) of silver, which as certainly appear to have 
been made in Venice — a circumstance inducing rae to 
believe that their coimtry belongs to the continent, since it 
is evident that if it had been an island where any vessd. 
had touched before thia time, we should have heard of it. 
They have great plenty of salmon, herring, stockfish, and 
umilar kinds of fish. They have also abundance of limber, 
and principally of the pine, fitted for the masta and yards 
of abipa; on which account his Serene Majeaty anticipate 
the greateat advantage from this country, both in furnishing 
timber for bis shipping, of which he at present stands in 
great need, and also from the men who inhabit it, who 
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admirably fitted to endure labour, and will probably 

oot the beat slaves wbich haye been discovered 

time. Tliia arrival appeared to me an event of which 

right to inform yon; and if, on the ajrival of the 

;1, I receive any additional information, it shall 

be transmitted to you in like manner."* 

Kothing could be more cruel and impolitic than the con- 
duct of Cortereal, in seizing ajid carrj-ing into captivity 
these unfortunate natives; and it is difficult U> repress our 
indignation at the heartless and ealculating spirit with which 
the Portuguese monarch entered into the adventure, con- 
templating the rich supplies of slaves that were to bo im- 
ported trom this new country, -j- It is an ingenious con- 
jecture of the biographer of Cabot, to whose research we 
owe onr acquaintance with this letter, that the name Terra 
Laborador was given to the coast by the Portuguese 
merchants in consequence of the admirable qualities 
the Datives as labourers, and in anticipation of the profitd 
be derived from a monopoly of this unchrislian traffic. 
But distress and disaster puraued the speculation. On 
15tb May 1501, Cortereal departed on a second voyage 
with a delerminatiou to pursue his discovery, and, as we 
may plausibly conjecture, to return with a new cargo of 
slavea and timber; but he was never again heard of. A 
ilar dark and unhappy fate befell his brother, Michael 
Cortereal, who sailed with two ships in search of Ub 
jt relative, but of whom no accounts ever again reached 
.ugal. Tlie moat probable conjecture seems to be, thai 
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BliBstLiQ Cabot, pp. 333, 2'iO. 
f I obserre that in the Hiilor? of Discovfty uid Adrontnre in thi 
Fol«r 8e«s, Mr. Murray hM quaationed (he BOiaraoy of (ho opinioi 
■Uled bj the biographer of Cabot, "that the objects of CDiteceal'i 
second Toyage were timber and slavea." The letter, boireTer, of Pas- 
qniligi teem? to me dei:i^iv<!, tliat, if not the sole, they were it least very 
Ipa] objects in the Mcond voyage. 
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they both fell victims to the just indignation of the natives, 
whose wives, children, and fathers had been stolen away 
during their first visit to the coast. " The ting," says 
Goes, " felt deeply the loss of these two brothers, so mach 
the more as they had been educated by him; and on this 
account, moved by royal and gracious tenderness, in the 
following year, 1503, he sent at bis own expense two armed 
ships in search of them; but it could never be discovered 
where or in what manner either the one or the other was 
lost, on which acconat this province of Terra Verde, where 
it waa supposed the two brothers perished, was called the 
Land of the Cortereals."* Tiie description of the inbnbilanta, 
sa given by this contemporary cbronicler, contains a few 
additional particulars to those mentioned by I'asquiligi, 
" The people of the country," says be, " are very barbarous 
and tmcivOized, altnost equally ao with the natives of Santa 
Cruz, except that they are white, and so tanned by the cold, 
that tlie white colour is lost as they grow older, and they 
become blaeiish. They are of the middle size, very lightly 
made, and great archers. Instead of javelins, they employ 
sticks burnt in the end, which they use as missiles to as 
good pnrposB as if they were pointed with fine steel. They 
clothe tbem.selveB in the skins of beasts, of which there are 
great plenty in the country. They live in caverns of rocke, 
and in bousea shaped like nests (ckoupanas) They have no 
laws, believe muehmttagunes In em matrimony, and are very 
jealous of their wi^ es in which things they much resemble 
the Laplanders, who also mbabit a northern latitude under 
70° to 85°, subject to the kings of Norwa\ and Sweden. "-j- 
Upon these vojagea of the Cortereals the Portuguese at- 
tempted to Mtablish a claim to the discovery of Newfound- 
land and the adjacent coasts of North America, though 

y Dam. Uaaucl, |iar[ i. c. 66, 
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la ample historical evidence that both had been visited. I 
the two CahotB three yeara prior to the departur 
Cortereal from Lisbon, Maps appear to have been forged 
to Hupportthiaiinfiiiraflsumption; and in a volume published 
by Madrignanon at Milan in 1508, which represents itself 
trauslation of the Italian work entitled " Paesi 
'uovamentc Ritrovati," the original letter of Paaquiligi, I 
ibing the arrival of Gasper Cortereal, is disgracefully f 
gwbled and corrupted, for the purpose, aa it would a 
of keeping the prior discoveries of the Cabota in the baek- 
ground, and advancing a fabricated claim for the Portu- 
It is unfortunate that this disingenuous process of 
lisoning the sources of historic truth has succeeded, and 
many authors, not aware of iU apocryphal character, 
'hich has been acutely exposed by the biographer of Cabot, 
ijiaye given currency to the fable of Madrignanon. 

About fourteen yeara after his return from the voyage of i 
3.498, we have seen that Sebastian Cabot was induced U 
enter the service of Spain; but, though highly esteemed 
his eminent abilities, appointed one of the Council of 
the Indies by Ferdinand, and nominated to the command 
of an expedition tA the north in search of a north-weat ■ 
passage, he appears to have been baffled and thwarted ibI 
hifl pUns by the jealousy of the Spaiuards, and was at last I 
impelled to abandon them on the death of Ferdinand.. I 
!e then returned to England; and, indefatigable i: 

that gnat object which formed the promiuentil 
pursuit of hia life, induced Henry YIII. to fit out a small I 
gquadronforthediscovery of the north-weat passage to India. 1 
Unfortmiately, however, for the sueeesa of the voyage, Sir J 
Thomas Pert, at this time Vicc-Admiral of England 
intrusted with the supreme command, whose want of CO 
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nnd reBolirtion was the cause of its ultimate failure. The 
object of Cabot was to proceed by Iceland tflwards the 
American coast, which he had already explored aa far as 
56°, according to Ramusio, or, if wo follow Gomara, 58° 
north. Tbia would lead him, to iwe the expression of 
Thome,* by the back of Newfoimdland ; and from thia point, 
puTBuing his voyage farther fd the northward, be expected 
to find a pasaage to the kingdom of Cathay. The ships 
accordingly net sail, and on the Uth of June they had 
reached the fiT^" of northern latitude. They here found 
the sea open, and Cabot entertained ft confident hope of 
sailing through a bay, or "fret," which they had then 
entered, to the shores of the Easlem Cathay, when a mutiny 
of the mariners, and the faintheartedness of Sir Thomas 
Pert, compelled him, much against his inclination, to deaist 
from the farther prosecution of the voyage, und return 
home.-[- From the high latitude renehed by thia entor- 

• Letter of Robert Thome.— H«kluyt, edition of 1589, p. 250.— 
" And if they will take their course, after thej he past the Pole, tow»rd» 
the Oecidoiit, the7 afaall gae in the back side of the Mevrfnuadlond, wMeh 
of lUe WIS discovered by 7001 Gnce'a antijects, antit they come to die 
book side ind Buuth seaa of the Indies Occidental: And jo, continning 
their Toyagei they may return thureir the Stnught of Magellan to thia 
Doontry, and so they compua also the world by that way ; and if they 
goe Ihu third way, and after they be past the Pole, goe right toward the 
Pole Antarticke. and then deeline towards the lands and islands situated 
between the tropicks and nnder the equinoctial, without doubt Ihey akkll 
find there the riobeet lands and islands of the world, of gold, precioiu 
Btonej, balniis apices, and other thinges that we here Hteem moet, which 
cotne out of strange conntriia, and may retnni the aanie way." See also 
Qomaro, u quoted in the Memoir of Bobastian Cabot, p. SI. 

f It in evidently to this third voyage that the passage in Ramnuo, 
vol. iii, p. 4, of the " Diwurw) sopra il terzo volnme," appliis. MBmoir 
of Cabot, p. 111. It is valuable, as this anCliur, though be appean by 
mistake to have put tho natoe of Henry Yll. for that of Henry YIII., 
quotes m it ■ letter which many years before he had reoeired from 
gehastian Cabot himself, lis (RamusioJ, in speiking of the discoveries 
subsequently niada by Verraiiann, ami rjf the touutry of New France, 
remaik", that of this land il is not corloin as yet wlietlior il ia jobed to 
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priaing Beaman, as well as from the expressions employed 
by Sir Ilumphrej' Gilbert in Rpeaking of tlie voyage, it 
appears certain ihat Caliot had entered tlte great bay after- 
wards explored by Hudson, and since knomi by his name.* 
It is an extraordinary feet, therefore, but it resta upon 
1 which it would be difficult to controvert, that 
lety years before the first voyage of Hudson, he had 
tnticipated in his principal discovery by an early 
|»vtg8tor, to whose merits the world have done little J 
lutice. 

I Whilst the Portugueae, the Spaniards, and the English, 
C<kad early entered upon the career of discovery, the French, 
a people undoubtedly of the highest genius and enterprise, 
evinced an unaccountable inactivity upon this great subject, 
and appeared to view with indifference the brilliant auc- 

Ibs continent of Florida and New Spnin, or whethur it is Bpparsted into 
iilanda, md rtuty ttms admit of b {laasage to the kingdom of Cathaj. 
" Come," he proceeds, " come mi fn Bcritto gia molti anni Bono, dil Sig- 
nor SotaBtiBnGBbotto noatro Vinitiano huomo dl gmndc eaperiunM et j 
rars neJI' arte del oaTigare, e nells scisnza di coaniDgratia : il qnsle avn I 
uaTicslo duopra di qaeata terra della Nnova Francia a spe»e del He I 
Uenrico VII. d'lnghil terra e mo diciva, come eBSCndo egli andalo Innga- 
menle alia Tolta de ponente e qnarta di Maestro dietro qneata Isole po4te 
Innjp ta delta terra Gni a gradi eessanta eetta e meizo aotto il nostra polo 
a li. di uiguo a trovajidosi il mare aperCo o eenza impeditueuto alcuno, 
pensava fennamento pa quella via di potor paBsare alia volla del Cataio 
Orientale, e rarrebbe fatto, m ta moligziita del padrone e do marineii 
aollsTBti Don I'tiaveEBcro fatto tomara a dietio." Thia di^cooise is 
dated 20th June 1553. 

• HaWart, vol. ili. p. 16. It must bo recolleoted Itat Sir Unmphrej- 
Gilbert had the advantage of having examined the clisrta of Sebastian 
Cabot, ivhich, ba tells us, were then to be seen in the Qneen'e privy gid- 
leiy at Whitehall. Il has also been aoatelj remarked bj' a late writer 
[Memoir of Cabot, p. S9), that Orteljn*, who died nine yeara before 
Hudson nndertonli hia first Toj^ge, in the map of America, published in 
liis great geographical work, the " Theatrani Orbis Terramm," has laid 
down the form of Hndsoa's Day with singnlar predaion. Now, we know I 
bj die list of anthorities oited by Orlelius, that he was in possession of l 
a map of the world by Sebastian Cabot. The Booree, Iberafore, (ram J 
LTrtlicb be derived his iuformntion ia evident 
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ceBaea of other nations. At length Francis I., a monarch 
who was deeply amit with the love of glory, caught the 
enthusiasm for maritime discovery, and eager to cope upon 
equal tenna with his great rival Charles V., fitted out a 
squadron of four ships, the command of which he entrusted 
to Giovanni Veraznano, a Florentine navigator of great 
skill and celebrity. The destination of the armament, 
however, appears to have embraced the purposes of plunder 
as well aa of discovery; and in a cruise, three of his vessels 
were so much damaged in a storm, that they were com- 
pelled, for the purpose of relitting, to run into a port in 
Urittany, from which, impatient of the delay, the admiral, in 
a single voBse) named the Dauphin, set sail with a determina- 
tion to prosecute discoverieft. He first steered his coarse for 
Madeira, and thence sailed in a westerly direction for twenty- 
five days, making in that time five htuidred leagues. A 
storm now attacked him, in which his little vessel had nearly 
perished; hut he at last weathered the gale, and proceed- 
ing onwards for four hundred leagues, arrived upon a coast 
that, according to his own account, had never before been 
visited.* It is probable that this shore belonged either to 
North or South Caralina;f and the appearance of many 
large fires on the beach convinced bini that the country 
was inhabited. Vera/zano, however, in vain sought for a 
port; and after exploring the coast both to the south and 
north without success, he was compelled to anchor in the 
open sea, after which ho sent his boat on shore to open an 
intercourse with the natives. This ho etfecled not without 
some difficulty; for as soon as the French landed, the 
savages fled in great trepidation; yet they soon after stole 
hack, exhibiting signs of much wonder and curiosity. Al 
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tlast, being convineed that they had nothing to fear, they 

r completely recovered their confidence, and not only brought 

I'.proviBions to the French, but assiKted in drawing their boat 

I «n shore, and carefully iind minutely scrutinized every- 

I tiling belonging to the vessels and the crew. They ad- 

' mired the whiijs skin of the strangers, handled their dresB, 

and exhibited the utmost astonishment and delight. They 

themselves were a handnome race of people, their eyes 

dark and large, their expression bold, open, and cheerM ; 

their chests were broad, and they combined middle stature 

and symmetry of limbs with great nimbieness and Ewiftness 

I of foot Their colour was tawny, not unlike the Saracens, 
and they wore their hair, which was black and thick, tied 
itehind their head in a littie tail, and sometimes ornamented 
with a garland of birds' feathers. Their bodies were not 
disfignred or tattooed in any way, and they walked about i 
jierfectly naked, except that they wore short aprons of fura 
&stened round their middle by a girdle of woven grasB, i 
In the immediate vicinity of the coast the eonntry wai ' 
-flsndy, rising into gentle undulations ; as ihey proceeded it | 
lore elevated, and was covered by noble woods, 
', not of the usual forest trees, hut of the palm, 
laurel, cypress, and others then unknown in Kurope, which 
grew to a great height, and diffused a delicious perfiira' 
^-fiuit was discerned far out at sea, " The laud also," sayo, J 
his letter to Francis I., " is full of n 
als, as stagA, deer, and hares, which were seen s] 
a the forests, and frequenting the banks of pleasant 
ikes and rivers ; nor were there wanting great plenty 
Band variety of birds of game, fitted to aJTord delightfiil 

■ tlie sportsman. The sky was clear, the J 

fvair wholesome and temperate, the prevalent wind blow- 1 

ring from the west, and the sca calm and placid. la 1 

short, a country more iiill of amenity could not well bea 
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lagined."" An excellent author and navigator tLlnks 
probable that the spot where Verazzano first hindcd was on 
the c-oast of G-eorgio, near the present town of Stivaanah.-{- 

Prom this he proceeded along the shore, which turned 
to the eastward, and appeared thickly inhabited, but so low 
and open, that landing in such a surf was impossible. In 
this perplexity a young sailor undertoalt to swim to land 
and accost the natives; hut when he saw the crowds which 
lironged the beach, he repented of his purpose, and al- 
though within a few yards o£ the landing-place, his courage 
failed, and he attempted to turn back. At this moment 
the water only reached his waist ; but, overcome with ter- 
ror and exhaustion, be had scarcely strength to cast hia 
presents and trinkets upon the beach, when a high wave 
cast him stupified and senitcless upon the shore. The 
savages ran immediately to his assistance, and carried him 
to a little distance from the sea, where it wa« some time 
before he recovered his recollection; and great was his 
terror when he found himself entirely in their power. 
Stretching hia bauds towards the ship, ho uttered a pierc- 
ing shriok, to which his friends of the New World replied 
by raising a loud yell, intended, as he aflerwarda fouad, to 
encourage hira. But, if this was auiHciently alarming, 
their farther proceedings proved still more formidable. They 
carried him to the foot of a Lill, turned his face towards the 
sun, kindled a large fire, and stripped him naked. No 
doubt was now lefl in the mind of the unhappy man thai 
they were about to offer him as a aacriiice to the sun; and 
his companions on board, who watched the progress of the 
adventure, unable, from the violence of the sea, to lend him 
re of the same opinion. They thought, to 
Verazaano's own worda, that the natives were going 
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to roast and eat him.* But their fears were soon turned 
into gratitude and astonishment ; for they only dried his 
clothes, warmed him, and showed him every mark of kind- 
ness, caressing and patting his white skin; and on observ- 
ing that he still trembled and looked suspicious, they assisted 
him to dress, conducted him to the beach, tenderly em- 
braced him, and, pointing to the vessel, removed to a little 
distance, to show that he was at liberty to return to his 
friends. This he did by swimming to the ship's boat, which 
had been put out to receive him, followed by the kind ges- 
tures of the savages, who gazed after him till they saw him 
safe among his friends. The spot where Verazzano found 
this amiable people is conjectured by Forster to have been 
somewhere between New Jersey and Staaten Island. 

From this the Florentine sailed onward, observing the 
eoast trending to the northward, and after a run of fifty 
leagues, came to anchor off a delightful country covered with 
the finest forests. The trees, although equally luxuriant, 
did not emit the same perfume as those before seen; but 
the region was rich, covered with grass, and thickly peopled, 
although the natives appeared more timid than the last, and 
avoided all intercourse. The sailors, however, discovered 
and seized a family who had concealed themselves in the 
underwood, consisting of an old woman, a young girl of 
a tall and handsome figure, and six children. The two 
younger of the little ones were squatted on the shoulders 
of the old woman, and another child hung behind her back, 
whilst the girl was similarly loaded. On being approached, 
both the females shrieked loudly ; but having succeeded in 
pacifying them, the sailors understood, by their signs, that 
all the men had escaped to the woods on the appearance of 
the ships. Much persuasion was now used to induce them 

* Ramusio. vol. lii p. 421. 
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to go on board; but although the elderly lady showed 
symptoms of acquiescence, and eagerly ate the food which 
w&s offered her, no enti'eatiea could soften the obstinacy and 
rage of the younger. She uttered piercing cries, cast the 
meat indignantly on the ground, and rendered the task of 
dr^ging her through the thick woods bo tedious and dis- 
tressing, that they were obliged to desist and leave her, 
only carrying with them a little boy, who could make no 
resistance.* The people of this country possessed fairer 
complexions than those whom they had just left, and were 
clad with large leaves sewed together with threads of wild 
hemp. Their common food was pulse, but they subsisted 
also by fishing, and were very expert in catching birds with 
giuH. Their bows were made of hard wood, their arrows 
of canes headed with fish-bone, and their boats constructed 
of one large tree hollowed by fire, for they appeared to have 
no instruments of iron or other metal. Wild vines crept 
up the trunks of tke trees, hanging in rich festoons from 
the branches, and the banks and meadows were covered 
with roses, lilies, violets, and many sorts of herbs different 
from those of Europe, yielding a fresh and delightful 
grance. 

Verazzaoo now proceeded one hundred leagues 
to a shellcred and beautifol bay surrounded by gently 
hilla, and discovered a large river, which from its depth 
seemed navigable to a considerable distance. Fearful, how- 
ever, ofany accident, they ascended it in boats; and the voyage 
conducted them through a country so full of sweetness and 
attraction, that they Icfl it with much regret.-f' Prosecut- 
ing their discoveries fifty leagues eastward, they reached 
another island of a triangular shape, covered with rich 
wood, and rising into gentle hills, which reminded them 
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Rhodes, both in its form and general aspect. A contrary 
wind, however, rendered it impossible to land, and pursuing 
their course about fifteen leagues farther along the coast, 
they found a port where there was an excellent anchorage. 
Here they were soon visited by the natives, who came in a 
squadron of twenty boats, and at first cautiously kept at 
the distance of fifty paces. Observing, however, the friendly 
gestures of the strangers, they ventured nearer, and when 
the French threw them bells, mirrors, and other trinkets, 
they raised a loud and simultaneous shout expressive of 
joy and security, no longer hesitating to row their boats to 
the ship^s side and come aboard. They are described by 
Verazzano, in his account of the voyage sent to Francis I., 
as the finest and handsomest race, and the most civilized in 
their manners, of any he had yet met in America. Their 
colour was fairer than that of the more southern people, 
and in the symmetry of their forms, and the simplicity and 
gracefulness of their attitudes, they almost vied with the 
antique. They soon became exceedingly friendly and inti- 
mate, and conducted the French into the interior of the 
country, which they found variegated with wood, and more 
delightful than can be easily described. Adapted for every 
sort of cultivation, whether of corn, vines, or olives, it was 
interspersed with plains of twenty-five or thirty leagues in 
length, open and unencumbered with trees, and of such 
fertility, that whatever fruit might be sown, was certain to 
produce a rich and abundant return. They afterwards 
entered the woods, which were of great size, and so thick 
that a large army might have been concealed in them. The 
trees consisted of oaks and cypresses, besides other species 
imknown to Europe. They found also apples, pardey, 
plimis, and filberts, and many other kinds of finiit different 
from those of Italy. They saw likewise many animals, 
such as harts, roes, wolves, and stags, which the natives 
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caught with snares, and destroyed with bows and arrows, 
thdr principal weapons of offence. The arrows were made 
with great neatness, and at the point, instead of iron they 
inserted flints, jaspers, hard marble, and other kinds of cut 
Btonea. Tliese they also made use of in felling trees, and 
in excavating their boats, which, with great skill, were 
made of a single trunk, yet large enough to hold ten or 
twelve men commijdiously. Their oars were short and 
broad at the extremity, which they plied in the sea withoirt 
any accident happening, trusting solely to their strengtb 
of arm and skilful management, and seeming able to go at 
almost any ralo they pleased. Their houBes were constructed 
in a circular shape, ten or twelve paces in circuit, built of 
boards, and separated from each other without any attention 
paid to archifectm-al arrangement, covered with tiles made 
of clay, of excellent workmanship, and efiectually protected 
from the wind and rain.* On one subject alone they showed 
Huspicion, being extremely jealous of the least intercourse 
between the French and their women. These they would 
on no persuasion allow to enter the ship, and on one occa- 
sion, while the king eame on board, and spent some hours 
in ourioualy examining every part of the vessel, hia roy&l 
consort was left with her female attendants in a boat at 
some distance, and strictly walehed and guarded. -[- 

The Frencli now bade adieu to this kind people, and 
pursued their discoveries for one hundred and fifty leagues, 
exploring a coast which extended first towards the east and 
afterwards to the north. Thecountryfitillpresented an agree- 
able and inviting aspect, although the climate became colder, 
and the regions along which they passed more hilly. A pro- 



t This eonntry, acoording to Veraimno, was Eituated in 411° . 
tain (Rimnsiii, vnl, iii. p. 422), -whioh, if correct, would piant it 
the praeait floBritliing stale of MiaucbiUeU:!. 
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gresa of other fifty lesgoes brought them to a more mouDtaiu- 
ona district than any yet seen, covered with dark and dense 
forestB, and posseased by a people whose habits and tempfer 
seemed to partake of the aeverer nature of thar country. 
On attempting- to open an intereourae, Verazzano found 
them as fierce and euilen as those with whom he had lately 
dealt were agreeable and generous. Twenty-five of the 
crew who landed were received with a shower of arrows; 
and although the exhibition of articles of barter overcame 
their scruples, and templed them to agree to an interchange 
of commodities, the manner in which this was efifected 
evinced a striking mixture of avidity and suspicion. They 
came down to the beach, choosing the spot where the sm-f | 
was breaking moat violently, and insiated that the French | 
boat should remain on the other side; a rope was then 
passed from it to the ahore, and the different articles were 
swung along it, Strings of heads, toys, or mirrors, they 
utterly despised; but eagerly received knives, fishing-hooka, 
swords, saws, or anything in the shape of cutting-metal, to 
be med in war or in the chase, though sueh was their savage 
temper, that during the process of exchange they expresaed 
their aversion to the strangers by uncouth gestures of con- 
tempt and deridon. It seems probable that the country, 
for the first time visited by Europeans, waa the present 
of Maine — aa we arc told by Verazzano, that a 
ra of fifiy leagues along the coast brought him to I 
ciuBler of thirty islands aeparated by narrow channels — I 
a description w-hieh points out, in precise terms, the Bay of I 
Penobscot.* 
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From this point he pursued his indefatigable i 
hundred and fifty IwigueB ferther, till he reached the land 
already diacovered, as he says, by the Britons, in the latitude 
of 50°, which iu evidently Newfoundland. Here hia provi- 
aions began to fail, and thinking it prudent to sail for France, 
he reached home in safety in the month of July 1524. 

Verazzanohad thus completed the surveyof alineof coast 
extending for Reven hundred leagues, and embracing the 
whole of the United States, along with a large portion of 
British America. It waH undoubtedly an enterprise of great 
magnitude and splendour, and deserves to be carefully re- 
corded, not only as comprehending one of the widest ranges 
of early dificovery, but as making us for the first time ac- 
quainted with that noble country whose history is so 
important, and whose destinies, even after a progress un- 
rivalled in rapidity, appear at this moment only in their 
infancy. The Florentine gave to the whole region which 
he had diacovered the name of New France ; he then laid 
before the king a plan for completing hia survey of the 
coaat, penetrating into the interior, and establishing a 
colony; and he appears to have met with encoiu-^ement 
from Francis I., who embraced his propoaals for coloniza- 
tion. From this moment, however, his history is involved 
in obscurity. Hakluyt affirms that ho performed three 
voyages to North America, and gave a map of the coast to 
Henry VIII. The biographer of Cabot asserts, that he 
was the " Piedmontese pilot" who was eliun on the coast 
of America in 1527,* not aware that Verazzano was a 
Florentine, and alivo in 1537; and Ramusio could not 
ascertain the particulars of his last expedition, or even dia- 
cover in what year it took place. AH that is certunly 
known is, that it proved fatal to this great navigator. 
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Having landed incautiouely upon the American coast, he i 
and hia party were surrounded and cut to piecea by the 
savagea; after which they harbarously devoured them in 
the eight of their companions.* 

The death of Verazzano appears to have thrown a damp 
over the farther prosecution of discovery by the court of 
France,; but at length, after an interval of ten years, 
Jacques Curtier, an enterpriaing and able mariner of St. 
Malo, waa chosen by the Sieur de Melleraje, Vice- Admiral 
of France, to conduct a voyage to Newfoundland, which, 
since its discovery by Cabot, had been seldom visited, and 
was imperfectly known. Carticr departed from St. Malo 
on the 20lh of April 1534, with tn'o ships, each of 60 tons 
burden, and having on board a well-appointed crew of 
aisty-one men.*J- The voyage appears to have been limited 

* Such is the i(M!DDn( of Ramitsio in his DiscoursB upon New Pnuice, 
val. iii. p. 417. But Cardpnas, in a wnrk entitlL'd " Ensajo Cronnlogioo 
pan U Hijlona ie la FloHda" (p. 8), baa committed an error similar to 
tbat uf tbe nriter of Cabot's Life. He believea IhaC VmizzauD was Ilia 
BAmc as Juan ths FlorentiDG, b pirate in tbe aervice of France, nho was ' 
taken hy tbe Bpaniords in 1524, and tianged. Tbe eridence nbiab aver- 
tnrna tbs tbeories of both tbese aatbore is to be fonnd in a, latter of 
Annibal Caro, quoted bj TirsboGehi, Storia ddla IietteratnTH Ital., vol. 
vit. part i. pp. 3fil, 2G'2, from wbicli it appears that Veriziaoo was 
aliTvin 1537. LettNV Familiari del. Comm. Annibal Caro, vol. i. p. II. 
In tis great work, TiraboBobi bas oo1JiM:ted all lba.t is known rogardin;; 
the Ufa of Ibis eminent diacoverer; but tbia all in eitremdy little. He 
was bom about the year 1*85 ; Ha father was Piar Andrea Teraziano, a 
noble Florentine, bis mother Fiametta Capelli. Of bis yontb, and for 
what reasons be entered into tbe service of Francis I,, nothing ii known. 
Tho only published work of Veraizano is the narrative in Eamusio, ad- 
dressed to Francis 1., written witb much simplicity and eleganoe. But 
in the Stroui library at Florenoe is preserved a manascript, in wMcfa 
be is aaid to give, wicli great minuteness, a description of all thb coaDtdes 
whieb be bod vibit«d during bis voyage, and from which, says Tiraboacbi, 
we derive Ibe intelligenea that he bad formed tbe design of atlempting a 
passage through tbeae seas to the East Indies. It is much to be dEalred 
that some Italian scholar would favour the world with the poblicatiun uf 
MS.ofVarauano. 
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to a snrvey of the northern coast of Newfoundland, of which 
he gives a minute deacription, dwelling particularly on the 
zoological features of the country. He found the land, in 
most parts, extremely wild and barren, "insomuch that 
he did not see a caxt-Iond of good earth ; and the inhabit- 
ants were of stout malte, but wild and unruly." They 
wore their hair tied on the top like a bunch of hay, fixed 
with a wooden bodkin, and ornamented with birds' feathers. 
Like their companions whom Cabot had described, they 
were clothed in beasts' skins, and ornamented their bodies 
by painting them with roan-colours. They paddled about 
in boats made of the bark of birch trees, in which they 
carried on a constant trade of fishing, and caught great 
numbers of seals. After having almost circumnavigated 
Mewfoundland, Cartier stood in towards the continent, and 
anchored in a bay, which, from the extreme heat, was de- ' 
nominated Baye du Chaleur. The descriptiou of the iu- 
hahitants of this spot is striking and interesting. " Taking 
our way," says he, " along the coast, we came in sight of 
the savages, who stood on the borders of a lake in the low 
grounds, where they had lighted their fires, which raised a 
great smoke. We went towards them, and found that an 
ami of the sea ran into the lake, into which we pushed 
with our boats, Upon this the savages approached in one 
of their little barks, bringing along with them pieces of 
roasted seals, wliieh they placed upon wooden boards, and 
afterwards retired, making signs that this was intended aa 
a present for us. We immediately put two men ashore, 
with hatchets, knives, garlands for the head, and such like 
wares. On seeing these articles they appeared much de- 
lighted, and crowded to the bonk where we were, paddling 
their harks, and bringing skins and other articles, which 
they meant to exchange for our merchandise. Thiar num- 
ber, including men, women, and cliildnin, was upwards of 
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three hundred. Some of the women, who would not ventura 
nearer, Btood up to the kneea in water, Binging and dancing. 
Others, who had passed over, came to us with great fami- 
liarity, ruhhing our arms with their handa, which they 
afterwards lifted up to heaven, singing all the whUe, and 
making signs of joy; such at last was their friendliness and 
security, that they bartered away everything they had, and 
stood beside us qnitc naked; for they scrupled not to give 
ua all that was on them, and indeed their whole wardrobe 
vras not much to speak of. It was evident that this people 
might be, without dif&culty, converted to our faith. They 
migrate from place to place, and subsist themselves hy fish- 
ing. Their country is warmer than Spain, and as beauti- 
ful BM can be imagined — level, and covered even in the 
smallest spots with trees, and this although the soil is 
sandy. It is full also of wild com, which hath an ear 
similar to rye. We saw many beautiful meadows full of 
rich grass, and lakes where there were plenty of salmon. 
The savages called a hatehet, cocki; and a knife, bacon."* 
AH the navigators who had hitherto visited Newfoundland, 
on reaching its northernmost point, appear to have sailed 
ax:ros9 the Straits of Belleisle to Cape Charles, upon the 
coast of Labrador; but the course of Cartier led him through 
.the straits into the great Gulf of St, Lawrence, now for the 
it time visited by any European. His predecessor, 
'erazzano, after reaching the shore of the Bay of Fundy, 
lad probably sailed along the coast of Nova Scotia until 
lie reached Cape Breton. Cartier, on the contrary, saw 
before him a wide and extensive field of discovery to the 
hich he pursued for some time, directing his course 
ig the coast of the Bay of St. Lawrence; but as the 
was far advanced, and the weather became precari^ 

* Itauiiuio, vol. iii. p. 43S. 



I 



SR CAUTIEU'S flECOND VOYAGE. 

oua, he determined to reaerve a more complete examination 
of this unknown country for a second voyage, and returned 
Bftfely lo France, coming to anchor in the port of St Malo 
upon the 5th of September 1534.* 

Having heen received with favour and distinction, Car- 
tier, a^r a ahort interval, embarked upon a second voyage. 
Ilia squadron consisted of three ships — the Great Ilermina, 
of which Cartier himself was master, being a vessel of about 
120 tons; the Little Hermina, of 60 tons; and the Hermi- 
rilbn, of 40 tons burden. The crews solemnly prepared 
themselves for their voyage by confession and the reception 
of the sacrament ; after which they entered in a body into 
the choir of the cathedral, and stood befoi-e the bishop, who 
was clothed in his canonicals, and devoutly gave them hia 
benediction. Having fulfilled these rites, the fleet weighed 
anchor on the 15th of May 1535, and the admiral steered 
direct for Newfoundland. Ilia ships, however, were aoon 
after separated in a storm, and did not again join company 
till the 26th of June ; after which they proceeded to explore 
the large gulf which he had already entered. " It was," 
to use the words of the navigator himseli^ " a very fair 
gulf, full of islands, passages, and entrances to what wind 
Boever you pleased to bend, having a great island like a 
cape of land stretchiug somewhat farther forth than the 
othera." This island is evidently that named by the 
English Anticosti, being merely a corruption of Natiscotec, 
the appellation at thla day given it by the natives. To the 
channel between it and the opposite coast of Labrador, 
Cartier gave the name of St. Lawrence, which has since 
been extended to the whole gul£ 

On reaching the eastern point of the island of Anticosti, 
the French, who had aloug with them two of the natives 
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of the country, wLom tlicy had indaced in their foiincr 
Toyage to accompany them to France, requested their advice 
as to their iarther progress. The savages stated, tiiat the 
gulf in which they now lay gradually contracted ita dimen- 
eions ^11 it terminated in the month of a mighty river 
named Hochetaga, flowing from a vast distance in the 
interior of a great continent; that two days' sail above 
Anticosti would bring them to the kingdom of Saguenay, 
beyond which, along the bank of tho same river, was a. 
populous territory, situated at its highest known point, 
where the stream was only navigable by small boats. 
Having received this information, Carlier sailed onwards, 
exploring both aides of the river, and opening a communi- 
with the inhabitants by means of the natives whom 
he carried along with him. The good eflects of this arrange- 
lent were soon seen ; for at firat they fled in great alana 
'Opon the approach of any of the ships' crews ; but on hear- 
ing tUe interpreters cry out that they were 'f aignaogny and 
Domagaia — names which seemed to inRpiro immediate ideas 
of friendliness and confidence — they suddenly turned hack ; 
af^r which they began to dance and rejoice, running away 
with great speed, and soon returning with eels, fishes, grain, 
and musk-melons, which they cast into the boats with ges- 
tures expressive of much kindness and courtesy."* This 
icon led to a more intimate and interesting intercourse; 
and on the following day the lord of the country, who was 
Darned Donnsconna, made a foimaS visit to the admiral's 
ship, accompanied by twelve boats, in which were a great 
multitude of his subjects. On approaching the vessel, he 
oriered ten of these boats to ship their paddles and remain 
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while he himself, with the other two boats, and 
sixteen of his subjects, advanced over 
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againBt tbe amalleat of the French ahipH, and standing up, 
commenced a long orntion, throwing' his hody into a variety 
of strange and uncouth postures, which were afterwards 
discovered to he signs indicating gladnena and secarity. 
Donnaconna now came aboard the admiral's ship, and aa 
enthusiastic interview toolc place between him and the two 
Bav^:eH who had been in France* They recounted with 
much gesticulation the extraordinary things which they 
had seen in that country, dwelling on the kind entertain- 
ment they had experienced ; and after many expressive 
looks of wonder and gratitude, the king entreated the admi- 
ral to stretch out his arm, which he kissed with devotion, 
laying it fondly upon his neck, and showing, by gestures 
which could not be mistaken, that he wished to make much 
of him. Cartier, anxious to evince an equal confidence, 
entered Donnaconna's boat, carrying with him a collation 
of bread and wine, with which the monarch was much 
pleased ; and the French, returning to their ships, ascended 
the river ten leagues, till they arrived at a village where 
this friendly potentate usually resided, and which was named 
Stadacona. " It was," according to the original account of 
Cartier, " as goodly a plot of ground aa poasihly might bo 
Been, very fruitfiil, and covered with noble trees similar to 
those of France, such as oaks, elms, ashes, walnnt trees, 
maple trees, citrons, vines, and white thorns which brought 
forth finiit like damsons, and beneath these woods grew aa 
good hemp as any in France, without its being either planted 
or cultivated by man's labour."* 

From this time the intercourse between the French and 
Donnaconna continued with every expression of friendliness ; 
bnt on hearing that the admiral had determined to go to 
Hochelaga, a sudden jealousy appeared to seize him lest ha 
Secnnda l!clBIilml^ di Jucqaea Cartier. 
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I jmd hia people BiDuld be deprived of (lie advantages of an | 
I tnuntcmipted communication with the white etrangers, and I 
' every possible device was put tn execution to deter them 
from their purpose. One of these stratagems was so ludi- 
crous, that we may be permitted to give Cartier'e account 
of it in an abridgment of the quaint translation of Hakluyt : 
" The next day, being the 18th of September, these men 
still endeavoured to seek all meana possible to hinder na 
from going to Hochelaga, and for this purpose devised a 
Lpretty guile : They went and dressed three men like devils, 
■■being wrapped in dogs' skins, white and black, with their 
I besmeared as black as a coal, and horns upon their 
I ]ieads more than a yard long." These figures they caused 
I to be secretly put into one of the boats, which they con- 
h eealed within a winding ofthewoodedbay, waiting patiently 
for the tide. When the proper moment had arrived, a 
multitude of the boats, crowded with natives and conducted 
by Taignaogny, suddenly emerged from the creek ; on a 
L signal given, the boat in which were the counterfeit devila 
ng out of its concealment, and the middlemost 
f devil standing up, made a long oration, addressed to the 
French ships, of which of course every syllable waa unin- 
telligible, " Then," to resunie the words of Halcluyt, " did 
King Donnaconna with all his people pursue them, and lay 
hold on the boat and devils, who, so soon as the men were 
come to them, fell prostrate as if they bad been dead ; upon 

I which they were taken up and carried into the wood, being 
but a stonccaat off, at which time every one of the Bavagea 
irithdrew himself into the wood, and when there began to 
make a long discourse, so loud that it was easy for the 
French to hear them even in their ships. When this 
(ion or debate, which lasted for half an hour, was ended, 
Cartier and his crew espied Taignaogny and Doniagaia j 
eoming towards them, holding their bands joined togettec^ . 
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eaxrying their hats under their upper garment, flhowing a 
great admiration, and looking up to heaven. Upon Ihis 
the captain hearing them, and Beeing their gestures and 
ceremonies, asked them what they ailed, and what was 
happened or chanced anew, to which they answered that 
there were very ill tidings hefallen, saying in their broken 
French, ' Ncnni est il hon,' that is to say, it was not good. 
Our captain aHked them again what it was, and then they 
answered that tficir god Cudraigny had spoken in Hoche- 
laga, and that he had sent those three devils to show unto 
them that there was so much ice and snow in that country, 
that whosoever went there should die ; which words when 
the French heard, they laughed and mocked them, saymg 
that their god Cudraigny was but a fool and a noddie, for 
ho knew not what he said or did. They bade them also 
carry their compliments to his messengers, and inform them 
that the god whom they served would defend them from all 
cold if they would only believe in him."* 

Having thus failed in the object intended to he gained by 
this extraordinary masquerade, the savages offered no farther 
opposition, and the French proceeded in their pinnace and 
two boats up the River St. Lawrence towards Uochelaga. 
They fomid the country on both sides extremely rich and 
beautifully varied, covered with fine wood, and abounding 
in vines, though the grapes, from want of cultivation, were 
neilher 80 large nor so sweet as those of France. The 
prevalent trees were the same as in Europe — oaks, elms, 
walnut, cedar, fir, ash, box, and willow ; and the natives oa 
each side of the river, who appeared to exercise principally 
the trade of fishermen, entered into an intercourse with the 
strangers as readily and kindly as if they had been thetr 
own countrymen. One of the lords of the country did not 

• Hih1ii}-t, vol. iii. p. 31S ; and lEainDsm, vol. ui. p. tii. 
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iterupla, after a short acquaintance, to make a present to 
ICArtisr of two of Lis children, one of whom, a little girl ot 
iren or eight years old, he carried away with him, whilst 
returned the other, a hoy, who was considered too young 
travel. They saw great variety of hirds, almost all of 
frhich were the same as those of Europe. Cranes, swans, 
geese, ducks, pheasants, partridges, thrushes, hlackbirds, 
turtles, finches, red-breasts, nightingales, and sparrows of 
kinds, were observed, besides many other birds. 
By this time the river had become narrow, and in some 
;ea dangerous in its navigation, owing to the rapids; and 
■the French, who had still three days' sailing before them, 
left their pinnace and took to their boats, in which, after a 
prosperous passage, they reached the city of Hocbelaga. 
It consisted of about fifty houses, built in the midst of large 
and fair corn-fields near a great mountain, which the French 
called Mont Royale, corrupted by time into Montreal, which 
name the place still retains ; whilst the original American 
designation of Hochelaga has been long since forgotten. 
The city, according to Cartier'a description, was round, 
compassed about with timber, and with tjiree courses of 
ramparts, one within another, framed like a sharp spire, 
but laid across above. The enclosure which surrounded 
the town was in height about two roods, having but one 
gate, which was shut with piles, stokes, and bars. Over 
it, and also in various parts of the wall, were places to mn 
along, and ladders to get up, with magazines or heaps of 
stones for its defence. The houses were entirely of wood, 
with roofs of bark very artificially joined together. Each 
house had a court in the midst of it, and consisted of many 
rooms, whilst the family lighted their fire in the centre of 
the court, and during the day all lived in common ; at night 
the husbands, wives, and children, retired to their several 
ibers. At the top of the house were gamera yiliftTa 
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they kept tbeir com, which was something like the millet 
of Brazil, and called by them carracony. They had also 
stores of pease and beans, with niusk-nielons and great 
cucmnberB. Many large butts were observed In their 
houses, in which they preserved their dried fish ; but thia, 
as well as all their other victuals, they dressed and at« 
without salt. They slept upon beds of bark spread on the 
ground, with coverings of skins similar to those of which 
their clothes were made.* 

The reception of the French by the inhabitants of Hoche- 
laga was in a high degree friendly ; and indeed such was 
the extent of their credulity and admiration, that they con- 
sidered the strangers as possessed of miraculous power, and 
their commander a divine person. This was shown by their 
bringing their king, Agonhanna, an infirm paralytic about 
fifty years of age, to be touched, and, as they trusted, cured 
by the admiral, eameafly importuning him by expressive 
gestures, to rub his arms and legs ; after which the savage 
monarch took the wreath or crown which he wore upon hia 
head, and gave it to Cartier. Soon after this they brought 
with them all the diseased and aged folks whom they could 
collect, and heaought him to Ileal them ; on which occasion 
his conduct appears to have been that of a man of sincere 
piety. He neither arrogated to himself miraculous powers, 
nor did he altogether refuse their earnest request ; but read, 
from the Gospel of St. John, the posaion of our Saviour, 
and praying that the Lord would be pleased to open the 
hearts of these forlorn pagans, and leaeh them to know the 
truth, he laid his hands upon them, and making the sign of 
the cross, left the issue of their being healed or not in the 
hand of their Creator,f 
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^^^B On inquiring into tbeir religious tenets, he (bund thnt ^^H 
^^^Btiiey were buried in the deepest ignorance and supeT^titiun, ^^^| 
^^^ Tmacquainted with the existence of the only true God, and ^^H 
SDbstituring in his place a capricious and horrid being of ^^^| 
their own imaginations, named Cudraigny. They afBnned ^^^H 
that he often spoke to them, and told them what kind of ^^ 
weather they were to have; but, if angiy, would punish 
them by throwing dust in their eyes. They had a strange 
and confused idea regarding the immortality of the soul, 
believing that after death they went to the stars, and de- 
scended like these bright sparks by degrees to the horizon, 
where they wandered about in delicioua green fields, which 
were full of the most predous trees, and protiaaely sown 
with fruits and flowers, Cartier expl^ned as well as he 
could the folly of anch a creed, persuaded them that Cud- 
raigny was no god, but a devil, and at his departure pro- 
mised to return again, and bring some good and holy men, 
who would instmct them in the knowledge of the true and 
only God, and baptize them in the name of his l^on, with J 
which they declared themselves well pleased.* " Thera I 
groweth here," saya Cartier, " a certain kind of herb, of I 
which during the summer they collect a great quantity for 
winter consumption, esteeming it much, and only permit- 
ting men fn use it in the following manner: It is first 
dried in the aun; after which they wear it about their 
necks, wrapped in a little skin made in the shape of a bag, 

I along with a hollow piece of stone or of wood formed hke a 

^^^L;^pe; after this they bruise it into a powder, which is 
^^^ftnit into one of the ends of the said comet or pipe, 
^^^fvid laying a coal of fire upon it at the other end, they 
I anck BO long that they fill their bodies fuU of smoke 

till it comes out of their mouth and nostrils, even as 
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out of the tunnel of a chimney. They say that thia 
keeps thorn warm and in health, and never go without 
Bome of it about them." It ia not iitipossible that the 
reader, perplexed hy this lahoriously minute deacrip- 
tion, may have iailcd to recognise in it the first acquaint- 
ance made by the l''rench with the familiar and far-famed 
plant of tobacco.* 

Not long after this the ships' crewa were seized with a 
loathsome and dreadful disease, caiig;ht, as they supposed, 
from tbe natives, which carried off twenty -five men, reduc- 
ing the Hurvivors to a state of pitiable weakaesa and suf- 
fering. The maliidy was then new to Europeans; but the 
symptoms detailed hy Cartier — swollen legs, extreme de- 
bility, putrlfied gums, and discoloration of the skin and 
blood — leave no doubt that this " strange, unknown," and 
cruel pestilence, was the scurvy, since so fatally familiar to 
tlie European mariner. Providentially, however, they dis- 
covered from the savages a cure in the decoction of the 
leaves and bark of a species of tree called in their lan- 
guage hannida, and since well known as the North Ame- 
rican while pine. " Thia medicine," says Cartier, " worked 
flo well, that if all the physicians of Montpelier and Lou- 
valn had been there with all the drugs of Alexandria, they 
would not have done eo much in one year as that tree did 
in six days ."-J- 

The French began now to make preparations for thur 
departure; but a dishonourable plot was first carried into 
execution, hy which they succeeded in seizing Donnscontta, 
whose uaefulnesa and liberality to them during their resi- 
dence in Canada merited a more generous return. The 
monarch, however, with the exception of a slight personal 
restraint to prevent escape, was treated with kindness, and 
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aoon became reconciled to hia jonmey to Europe, although | 
his subjects, inconsolable for hi» loss, came nightly howling 
like wolves about the ships, till assured he was in Bafety. 
Along with Donnaconna were secured Taignaogny and ] 
Domagaia, who had already been in France; and af)«r a I 
prosperous voyage, the French ships arrived at St. Malo O! 
the Gth July 153G.* It might have been expected that, 
after a discovery of such magnitude and importance, imme- 
diate measures would have been adopted to appropriate i 
and colonize this fertile, populous, and extensive country. I 
This seemed the more likely, as the arrival of Cartier and 1 
the introduction of the Indian king at court created a 
extraordinary sensation; yet notwithstanding the manifest 
advantages, both commercial and pohtlcal, likely to result 
from a settlement in Canada, the weak and shallow preju- 
dice which at this time prevailed in most of the nations 
of Europe, that no countries were valuable except such 
as prodoced gold and silver, threw a damp over the 
project, and for nearly four years the French monarch f 
would listen to no proposals for the establishment of a I 
colony. 

Private adventure at length came forward to accomplish 
that which had been neglected, by royal munificence, a 
the Sienr de Koberval, a nobleman of Picardy, requested 
of Francis I, to pursue the discovery, and 

smpt to form a settlement in the country. This the 
readily granted; and as Roberval was opulent, the 
preparations were made on a great scale. Ue was created 
by Francis, on the 15th January 1540, I<ord of Noiim- 
bega, Lieutenant- General and Viceroy in Canada, Hoche- 
laga, Saguenay, Newfoundland, Belleislc, Carpon, Labra- 
dor, the Great Bay, and Baccalaos — empty and ridiculous I 

» nsmiuilo, vu!. iii. i>. «3. 
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titlea, which, if merited by any one, ought to hare been 
conferred upon Cartier. This eminent navigator, however, 
was only permitted to accept a subordinate commaad; and 
as Roberval, who wished to appear with eplendour in bis 
new dominions, waa detained in fitting out two veflBcla 
which were his own property, Cartier was ordered to sail 
before bim with the five shipa already prepared. He 
accordingly did so; hut Donnoconna, the Canadian king, 
had died in France, and the savages, justly inceniied at 
tie breach of faith hy which they lost their sovereign, 
received the French with an altered countenance, devising 
conspirades against them, that soon led to acta of open 
hostility. The French now built for their defence, near 
the present site of Quebec, a fort, which they named 
Charleshourg, being the first European settlement formed 
in that part of America. After a long interval, Roherval 
arrived at Newfoundland; but a jealousy had broken out 
between him and Cartier, who took tho first opportunity 
during the night to part from his principal, and return with 
bis squadron to France. This of course gave a death-blow 
to the whole undertaking, for Roherval waa nothing with- 
out Cartier; and, after some unsuccessful attempts to dis- 
cover a passage to the East Indies, he abandoned the 
enterprise, and returned to his native country. The paa- 
aion for adventure, however, again seized him in 1549, 
and be and his brother, one of the bravest men of his time, 
set sail on a voyage of discovery; hut they shared the 
fete of Verazzano and the Corlcreala, being never again 
heard of. These disaatera effectually checked the enthu- 
siasm of France, whilst in England, the cauntry to whose 
enterprise we have seen Europe indebted for her first 
acquMntance with the American continent, the spirit of 
maritime discovery appeared for some years almost totally 
extinct. 
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The plan of thia historical disqiiiaition now leads us to 
I exami nation of fiome remarkable enterpmes of the 
miards for the extension of their immense dominions ii) 
e New World, along the more northern coasts of Ame- 
The bold and comprehensive mind of Cohtes, the 
■ieonqiieror of Mexico, not content with the acquisition of 
that nohle empire, formed the most extensive projects of 
discovery. Alarmed at the attempts of the English to dis- 
cover a northern passage to China and Cathay, he resolved 
to make a careful survey of the whole coast, extending 
from the River Pannco in Mexico to Florida, and thence 
northwards to the Baccalaos, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether there might not exist in that quarter a conununt- 
cation with the South Sea. At the same time a squadron 
in the Pacific was to sail along the wesiem coast of Ame- 
rica, and by these simultaneous researches he tmste^l to 
find a strait affording a fur shorter and easier route to 
India and the lltloluccas, and connecting together the vast 
dominiona of the Spanish crown.* Charles V., to whom 
tliese proposals were presented, although willing to en- 
courage every scheme for the extension of his power, 
angeneronsly threw upon their author the whole expense 
of the undertaking; in consequence of which, the idea of 
the voyage for the discovery of a north-wcat passage was 
abandoned, and the magnificent deMigna for the conquest 
of many great and opulent kingdoms sunk at last into the 
equipment of two brigantinea on the coast of the South 
Sea, the command of which was intrusted to Diego do 
Hurtado. This expei^tiou ended calamitously in a mutiny 
of one of the crews, who brought back their ship to 
Xalisco: the fate of Hurtado was still more unfortunate, 
for, although he continued hia voyage, neither he cor any of 
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crew were ever more heard of. A aeeond expedi 
intrusted by Cortes to two Spanish captains, Grijal' 
Mendoza, was scarcely more fortunate: The vessel > 
separated on the first night of their voyage, and never 
again joined company. Grijalva penetrated to an Island 
which he denominated Santa Tome, supposed to have been 
situated near the northern point of California, after which 
he returned to Tehuantepec; whilst Mendoza, by his 
haughty and tyrannical temper, having rendered himself 
odious to his crew, was murdered by the pilot, Xi 
who assumed the command. Afraid of returning to Mexico, 
the traitor sailed northward, and discovered the coast 
California, where he was soon after attacked and 
along with twenty of his crew, by the savage natives. 

The survivors, however, brought the vessel back 
Chiametta, with the tempting rejwrt that the coast abounded 
in perils. Cortes now set out himself with a squadron of 
three ships ; and, although his vessels were dreadfully 
flhattered in a storm, pursued his voyage with his accus- 
tomed energy, till compelled to return by a summons from 
Mexico, where the breaking out of serious disturbanceB 
required his immediate presence. He intrusted, however, 
the prosecution of the voyage to Francisco de Ulloa, and 
this enterprising navigator, though at first obliged by want 
of provisions to return to Mexico, re-victualled his ships, 
and again set saiL The pious solemnity with which these 
ancient mariners were accustomed to regard their proceed- 
ings, is strikingly shown by the first sentence of his journal; 
— " We embarked," says he, " in the haven of Acapulco, 
on the 8th of July, in the year of our I-ord 1539, calKni 
upon Almighty God to guide ns with his holy hand to 
places where he might be served, and his holy fwth 
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vanced; and we sailed from the aaid port by the coast of 
Sacatnla and Motin, which ia sweet and pleasant, owing to 
the ahunilaiice of trees that grow there, and the rivers which 
pass through these countries, for which we often thanked 
God, their Creator."* A voyage of twenty days brought 
the aqaadron to the harbour of Colima, from which they set 
out on the 23d of August; and after eucountering a tempest, 
in which their ships were severely shattered, they stood 
across the Gulf of California, and came to the mouth of the 
River St. Peter and St. Paul, On both sides of it were rich 
and extensive plains, covered with beautiful trees in full 
leaf; and farther witliin the land exceeding high mountains, 
clothed with wood, and affording a charming prospect; 
aflfir which, in a course of fifteen leagues, they discovered 
two other rivers as great, or greater than the Guadalquiver, 
the currents of which were so strong that they might be 
discerned three leagues off at sea. 

Ulloa spent a year in examining the coasts and havens 
on each side of the Gulf of California. In some places thn 
Spaniards found the inhabitants of great stature, "l" armed 
with bows and arrows, speaking a language totally distinct 
from anything they had hitherto heard in America, and 
admirably dexterous in diving and swimming. On one 
occasion the crews, who had landed, were attacked with 
fierceness by two squadrons of Indians, These natives were 
as swift as wild-goatfl, exceedingly strong and active, and 
leaped from rock to roek, assaulting the Spaniards with 
their anows and javelins, which broke and pierced their 
annuur, and iniiictcd grievous wounds. It is well known 
that this nation had introduced the savage practice of em- 
ploying bloodhounds in their wars against the Mexicans, 
and TJlloa now used some of these ferocious animals. The 
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Indians, however, disclmrged a shower of arrows ag;ain3t 
them, " by which," says Ulloa, " Berecillo, our mastifii who 
should have assisted us, was grievoualy wounded by three 
MTOws, BO that we could by no entreaty get him to leave 
na [ the dog was strack in the first assault of the ladiana, 
after he had behaved himself very gallantly, and greatly 
aided tjb, having set upon them and put eight or ten of them 
out of array. Bnt the other mastiffB did us more harm than 
good, for when they attacked the Indians, they shot at tl 
with their bows, and we received hurt and trouble 
ing them." * 

From this unfriendly coast the Sjianish discoverer 
ceeded to the Baya del Abad, about a hundred leagues dis- 
tant from the point of California, where he found a more 
pacific people, who, though they exhibited great sj-mptomB 
of suspicion, were prevailed upon to traffic, exchanging 
pearls and parrots' feathers for the beads and trinkets of the 
strangers. So little, however, were they to be trusted, that 
they ofierwards assaulted the ships' crews, compelling them 
to retreat to their vessels and pursue their voyage. They 
now discovered, in 28" north latitude, a great island, which 
they denominated the Isle of Cedars, taking possession of it 
in the name of the .Spanish monarch. It was inhabited by 
a fierce race of Indians, powerful and weil-made, and armed 
with bows and arrows, besides javelins, and long staves 
thicker than a man's wrist. With these they struck at the 
sailors, braving them with signs and rude gestures, till at 
last it was found necessary to let loose the two mastifia, 
Berecillo and Achillo ; upon which they suddenly took to 
flight, flying over the rough ground with the speed of wild 
horses, f Beyond this island the Spaniards attempted to 
continue their discoveries along the coast of California ; bat 
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tempest having driven them buck and damaged th^ 
determined ta return to New Spain. In tbeir 
bomeward voyage they were in danger from a new and 
extraordinaiy enemy ; for, when emling in the main ocean 
at a rapid rate, above five hundred whales, in eeparata 
aLoals, came athwart them within one hour's space. Their 
monstrous size created great astonishment, some of them 
appi-oaching so near the ship, as to swim under the keel 
from one side to the other, " whereupon," says Francis 
Preciado, who wrote the relation of the voyage, " we were 
in great fear lest they should do ns some hurt; but they 
could not, because the ship had a prosperous aad good wind, 
and made much way, so that it received no harm although 
they touched and Btruck her."* 

In this voyage, which for the first time made the world 
acquainted with the Gnlf of California, or Sea of Cortes, 
Ulloa had not been able to spend aufScient time either in a 
survey of the coast, or in e»<tablishing an intercourse with 
the natives. But not long after his return, Mendoza, the 
viceroy of New Spain, despatched Friar Marco de Nica, 
upon an expedition of discovery from Culeacan, at that time 
the moat northerly Spanish settlement, to a province calted 
Topira, situated in the raountains. The account brought 
back of the riches and extent of the country, proved so 
tempting to the ambition of the Spaniards, that soon ai^r 
Vasquez de Coronado, an officer of great conrage and expe- 
rience, waa appointed by Mendoza to the command of a 
large force, for the reduction of the new territory, whilst, to 
co-operate with this land expedition, a naval armament was 
fitted out, of which Ferdinand de Alarchon waa appointed 
admiral, with orders to explore the Gulf of Caliiornia. Ab 
&r as conquest was intended, these mighty preparationa 
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conducted to no permanent results ; but the Foyage of 
chon led to Bome important discoveries. 

After a survey of the lower part of the coast of the 
he penetrated with much difBculty and hazard to the bottom 
of the bay, where he foTind a mighty river, flowing with so 
furious a current, that they could hardly sail against it* 
This was evidently the noble river now known by the name 
of the Colorado, which has its rise in the great mountain- 
range near the sources of the Rio Bravo del Norte, and 
ailcr a course of nine hundred miles falls into the head of 
the Gulf of California. Alarchon determined to explore it; 
and taking with bim two boata, with twenty men and aome 
small pieces of artillery, he ascended to an Indian village, 
the inhabitants of which, by violent and furious gestures, 
dissuaded the Spaniards from landing. The party of natives, 
at first small, soon increased to a body of two hundred and 
fifty, drawn up in warlike fashion, with bows and arrows, 
and displayed banners. The Spanish admiral appeased 
them by signs, throwing his sword and target into the 
bottom of the boat, and placing his feet upon them. "They 
began," says he, in his letter to the viceroy Mendoza, " to 
make a great murmuring among themselves, when suddenly 
one came out irom among them with a staf^ upon which be 
had fixed some small shells, and entered into the water to 
give them to me. I took them, and made signs to him that 
he should approach. On Iiis doing so I embraced him, 
giving him in exchange some trinkets, and he returning to 
his fellows, they began to look upon them and to parley 
together ; and within a while many of them cheerfiiUy ap- 
proached, to whom I made signs that they should lay down 
their banners and leave their weapons; which they did 
immedial^ly," Alarchon gives a minute description of the 
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^^^■eoals, and the women wore round their waist a great wreath ^^^H 

^^^Bbf painted feathers, glued together, and hanging down hoth. ^^^H 

^^^before and liehind.-i- ^^H 
Having procared by signs a pacific reception from this 
new people, Alarchoa found to hia mortification that they 

^^^^ did not understand hia interpreter ; hut after a little inter- ^^^1 

^^^muurse, observing that tbey worshipped the sun, he uo- ^^^H 

^^^^Hompulously intimated to them hy eigntlicant gestures, that ^^^H 

iP^^Kbe came from that luminary; "upon which they marvelled," ^^^H 

' ■ eavR he. " and hep'nn to Burrcv me from toD to toe. and ' 
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I, weaponB, and appearance of these Indians. They 1 
wore decked after sundry fashions : the faces of some n 
Covered with tattooed marks, extending lengthwise from the 
forehead to the chin; others had only half the face thus 
ornamented ; bat all were besmeared with coal, and every 
one as it liked him beat. Others carried vizarda before 
them, which had the shape of faces.* They wore on their I 
heads a piece of deerskin two spans broad, like a helmet, 
ornamented by various sorts of feathers stuck upon small 
sticks. Their weapons were hows and arrows, and two o 
three kinds of maces of wood hardened in the fire. Their I 
features were handsome and regular, but disfigured hy holes 
bored through the nostrils, and in many parts of the eara, 
on which were hung pendants, shells, and bonoa. Ahont 
their loins was a girdle of divers colours, with a large himch 
of feathers in the middle, which hung down like a tail. 
They cut their hair short before, but allowed it behind to 

_ grow down to their waist. Their bodies were tattooed with 
jals, and the women wore round their waist a great wreath [ 
if painted feathers, glued together, and hanging down both | 

^before and behind.-j- 

Having procured by signs a pacific reception from this 
new people, Alarchoa found to hia mortification that they 



says he, " and began to survey me from top to toe, and 
showed me more favour than they did before." Soon after 
this a man was found among them who could speak the 
language of the interpreter ; and an intercourse of a v 



■ Such is the Irsneludon of llnklujt; bat the paasage in the ori^nat I 

nbacure. 

■f Bunnaio, vol. iii. p. 36-1. 
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estraordinary nature took place, in which tho honesty and 
Bimplicity of the Indiana are strikingly contrasted with the 
false and unprincipled policy of the Spaniards. The paxBage 
ia uncommonly graphic and interesting ; " The Indian first 
desired to know what nation we were, and whence we came ? 
Whether we came out of the water, or inhabited the earth, 
or had fallen from the heaven ?" To this the admiral re- 
plied, that they were ChristianB, and came from far to see 
them, being sent by the sun, to which he pointed. " After 
this introduction, the Indian," continues Alarchon in his 
account of the voyage, " began ag^n to ask me how the 
sun had sent me, seeing he went aloft in the sky and never 
Btood atill, and for these many years neither they nor their 
oldest men had ever seen such as we were, and the sun till 
that hour had never sent any other, I answered him, it 
was true the sun pursued his course aloft in the shy, and 
never stood still, but nevertheless they might perceive that 
at his setting and rising he came near the earth, where his 
dwelling was, and that they always saw him come out of 
one place ; and ho had created me in that land whence he 
came, in the same way that he had made many others whom 
he sent into other parts ; and now he had desired me to 
visit this same river, and the people who dwelt near it, that 
I might speak with them, and become their friend, and give 
them such things as they needed, and charge them not t« 
make war against each other. On this he required me to 
toll them the cause why the sun had not sent me sooner to 
pacify tho wars which had continued a long time among 
them, and wherein many had been slain. 1 told him the 
reason was, that I was then hut a child. He next inquired 
why we brought only one interpreter with us who compre- 
hended our language, and wherefore we understood not all 
other men, seeing we were children of the sun ? To which 
our intcrprctci: answered, that tlie aim bad also bcf 
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him, and given him a language to undcretand him, liia 
master the admiral, and others; the sun knew well that they 
dwelt there, but becuiise that great light had many other 
huBineseeB, and because his master was but young, he eent 
him no sooner. The Indian interpreter," continues Alar- 
ohon, " then turning to me, aaid suddenly, ' Comest thou, 
therefore, to be our lord, and that we should serve thi 
To which I answered, I came not to be their lord, but 
rather their brother, and to give them euch things as 1 had. 
He then inquired whether I was the sun's kinsman, or 
child? To which I replied I was his son, but those who 
were with me, though all bom in one country, were not 
children ; upon which he raised his voice loudly and eaid, 
' Seeing thou doest us so much good, and doat not wish u 
to make war, and art the child of the sun, we will all re 
ceive thee for our lord, and always serve thee ; therefore we 
pray thee not to depart hence and leave us.' After which he 
suddenly turned to the people, and began to tell them that 
I was the child of the sun, and therefore they should all 
choose me for their lord."* The Indians appeared to be 
well pleased with this proposal, and assisted the Spaniarda 
their ascent of the river to the distance of eighty-five 
gnea ; but finding it impossible to open a communication 
Trith the army under Coronado, Alarchon put about his 
ships, and returned to Mexico,^ 

After the espeditiona of Coronado and Alarchon in 1542, 
the spirit of enterprise amongst the Spaniards experienced 
some check, owing probably to the feeling of mortification 
and disappointment which accompanied the return of these 
officers. Yet Mendoza, unwilling wholly to renounce the 
high hopes he had entertained, deRpatched a small squadron 
under Rodriguez Cabrillo, which traced the yet undiscovered 

oyt, vnl. iii. ti. 429. Itamnsio, vol. lii. p. 3J6. _.-" 
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coast nf North America some degrees beyond Cape Meodo- 
ciuo; and in 1596 and 1602, Sebastiau Viscuino extended 
these diacoveriea along the eoast of New Albion to a rivor 
which appears to have been the present Colambla. It haa 
even been asfiorted by some authorB, that, four years prior 
to the voyage of Viacaino, Juan de Fuca, a veteran Spanish 
pilot, conducted a ship beyond the mouth of the Columbia, 
and doubling Cape Flattery, entered the Straits of Georgia, 
through which he passed till he came to Queen Charlotte's 
Sound. De Fnca imagined, not unnaturally, considering' 
the imperfect and limited state of geographical knowledge, 
that ho had now sailed through the famous and fabulous 
Strait of Anian; and that, instead of being in the Pacific, 
as he then actually was, he had conducted his vessel into 
the spacious exjianse of the Atlantic. With this informa- 
tion he returned to Acapulco; but the Spanish viceroy 
received him coldly, and withheld all encouragement or 
reward — a cii'cuni stance to which we may perhaps ascribe 
the cessation from this period of all farther attempts at 
discovery by this nation upon the north-west coast of Ame- 
rica. The whole voyage of Do Fuca, however, rests c 
apocrypha! authority. 



CHAPTER II. 

Suasiaa and Englith Voj/agts. 



Ab the zeal oi the Spanish Government in extending ti 
1 upon the north-west coast of America aba 
r great nation, hitherto scarcely known to Eun^to, 
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nnderiook at a, later period tte taak which they had aban- 
doned. Russia, within little more than half a century, had 
grown up from a collection of savage, undisciplined, and 
unconnected tribes, into a mighty people. Her conquests 
had spread with amazing rapidity till they embraced the 
whole of the north of Asia, and under the energetic admin- 
istration of Peter the Great, this empire assumed at once 
that commanding influence in the scale of European nations 
which it hafl continued to presen-e till the present times, 
longst the many great projectB of this remarkable man, 
le solution of the qnefttion, whether Asia, on the north- 
'BBst, was united with America, occupied a prominent place; 
and it appears that during his residence in Holland in 1717, 
he had been solicited by some of the most eminent patrons 
of discovery amongst the Dutch to institute an expedition 
investigate the subject. The resolution he then formed, 
set this great point at rest by a voyage of discovery, 
never abandoned; but his occupation in war, and the 
multiplicity of those state affairs which engrossed his atten- 
tion, caused him to delay its execution from year to year, 
till he was seized with bis last illness. Upon his death- 
bed he wrote, with his own hand, instructions to Admiral 
Aprtisin, and an order to have them carried into immediaf* 
execution. They directed, first, that one or two boats with 
decks should be built at Kamtachatka, or at any other con- 
venient place; secondly, that with these a survey should 
be made of the moat northerly coasts of his Asiatic empire, 
to determine whether they were or were not contiguous to 
America; and, thirdly, that the persona to whom the expe- 
dition was entmated should endeavour to ascertain whether 
on these coafits there was any port belonging to Europeans, 
and keep a strict look-out for any European ship, taking , 
ewe also to employ some skilful men ia making inquiries 
legarding the name and situation of the coaBfa which ibey 
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lUscorered — of all which they were to keep an e^act jour- 
nal, and transmit it to St. Petersbarg. 

Upon the death of Peter the Great, which happened 
shortly after these inBtnietions were drawn up, the Empreas 
Catherine entered fully into his views, and gave orders lo 
fit out an expedition for their accomplishment. The com- 
mand was intrusted to Captain Vitus Eehring. Under his 
orders were two lieutenants, Martin Spangberg and Alexi 
Tchirikow; and, besides other Bubaltem officers, they en- 
gaged several excellent ship-carpentera. On the 5th of 
February 1725 they set out from St. Petersburg, and on 
the 16th March arrived at ToholBk, the ca.pital of Siberia. 
After a survey of the rivers Irtisch, Ob, Ket, Jeneaei, Tun- 
guBca, and Ilim, they wintered at Dim, and, in the spring of 
1726, proceeded down the river Lena to Jakntzk. The 
naval etorea and part of the provisiona were now intrusted 
to Lieutenant Spangberg, who embarked on the Juduma, 
intending to sail from it into the Maia, and then by the 
Aldan into the Lena. He was followed by Captain Behring, 
who proceeded by land with another part of the stores, whilst 
Lieutenant Tchirikow stayed at Jakutzk, with the design 
of transporting the remainder overland. The cause of this 
complicated division of labour was the impassable nature 
of the country between Jakutzk and Ochotzk, which is 
impracticable for waggons in summer, or for sledges during 
winter. Such, indeed, were the difficulties of transporting 
these large hales of provisions, that it was the 30th July 
1727 before the whole business was completed. In the 
meantime a vessel had been built at Ochotzk, in which the 
naval stores were conveyed to Bolscheretzkoi in Kamts- 
chatka. From this they proceeded to Nischuei Kamta- 
chatkoi Ostrog, where a boat was built similar to the 
packet-boats used in the Baltic. After the 
articles were Khippcd, Captain Behring, determining 
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longer to delay the most iuiportaut part of his enterprise, ^^^^| 
set siul from the mouth of the River Karotscbatka on the ^^^^| 
14th of July, BteeriDg north-east, and for the first time ^^^^ 
laying down a. survey of this remote and deaolate coast. ^ 

When they reached the latitude of 64" 3(y, eight men of 
the wild tribe of the Tflchuktschi pushed oft' from the coast 
in a leathern canoe, called a baidar, formed of seal-Hkins, 
and feailesaly approached the Russian ahip. A communi- 
cation was immediately opened by means of a Koriak in- 
terpreter; and, on being invited, they came on board with- 
out hesitation. By these natives Behring was informed 
that the coast turned towards the west. On reaching the 
promontory called Serdze Kamen, the accuracy of this 
information was established, for the land was seen extend- 
ing a great way in a western direction — a circumstance 
irom which Behring somewhat too hastily concluded, that 
he had reached the extreniest northern point of Asia. 
He waa of opinion that thence the coast must mn to the 
west, and therefore no junction with America could take 
place. Satisfied that he had now fulfilled hia orders, he 
returned to the River Eamtachatka, and again took up his 
nter-quarters at Nischuei Kamtschatkoi Oetrog.* 
In this voyage it was conjectured by Behring and his 
Seers, from the reports of the Eamtschadales, that in all 
probability another country must be situated Ifiwarda the 
east, at no great distance irom Serdze Kamen; yet no im- 
mediate steps were taken either to complete the survey of 
the most northerly coaBta of Ochozkoi, or to explore the 
undiscovered region immediately opposite the promontory. 
In the course of a campaign, however, against the fierce 
and independent nation of the Tschuktachi, Captain Paw- 
lutzki penetrated by the Rivers Nboina, Bela, and Tcherna, 
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to the borders of the Frozen S 
enemy in three battles, passed 



and, afl«r defeating the 
triumph to a promontory 
aappoaed to be the Tgchukotzkoi Noss. From this point 
he sent part of ht3 little army in canoes, whilst he himself 
conducted the remaining division by land round the pro- 
montory, taking care to march along the eea-coast, and to 
communicate every evening with his canoes. In this man- 
ner Pflwlutzki reached the promontory which is conjectured 
to have been the farthest limit of Behring's voyage, and 
thence by an inland route returned, on 21st October 1730, 
to Anadirsk, having advanced an important step in ascer- 
taining the separation between America and tlie remote 
north-westerly coast of Asia. 

Although the separation of the two continentB had been 
thus far fixed, a wide field of discovery yet remained unex- 
plored; and in 1741, Behring, Spangberg, and Tchirikow, 
once more Tolunteered their services for this purpose. 
These ofTera were immediately accepted; the captain waa 
promoted to the rank of a commander, the two lieutenants 
were made captains, and instructionu drawn up for the cou- 
dnct of the expedition, in which it was directed that the 
destination of the voyages should be eastward to the con- 
tinent of America, and southward to Japan, whilst, at the 
same time, an endeavour was to be made for the discovery 
of that northern passage through the Frozen Sea which 
had been so repeatedly but unsuccessfully attempted by 
other European nations. The voyage to Japan, under tha 
command of Captain Spangberg and Lieutenant "Walton, 
waa eminently successful; and one of its material resoltd 
W08 the correction of a geographical error of considerable 
magnitude, by which that island had hitherto been placed 
under the same meridian as Kamtschatka instead of 11* 
more to the westward. The expedition of Behring, 
important and satisfactory', was destined to be fotal to 



lew J 









1741.] beiibing's second voyage. 61 

excellent commander. After a winter spent in the harbour 
of Awatscha, or Petropalauaka, on the west side of the great 
peninsuhi of Kamtschutks, Bebring got his stores 011 board 
two packet-boats built at Ochotzk, expressly for tha 
mtended American discoveries. The first of these, the St. 
Peter, was that in which the commander embarked; the 
second, the St, Paul, waa intrusted to Captain Tehirifeow. 
Along with Dehring went Lewis de Lisle de' la Croyere, 
Professor of Astronomy, whilst Mr. George William Stel- 
ler, an experienced chemist and botanist, accompanied 
Tchirikow. 

All things being ready, a council of ofGcera was held, in 
which the question regardiag the course they should steer 
was considered, and it happened, unfortunately for the ex- 
ipedition, that an important error had crept into the map 
mted by the Academy of Sciences at St. Petersburg 
the Senate, in laying down a coast south-east &om 
Uiwat£cha, extending fifleen degrees from west to east, 
whilst no laud was marked due east. At this spot were 
written on the map the words " Land seen by Don Jean 
de Gama;" and, trusting to the accuracy of this information, 
it wa« determined to steer first south-east by ea'^t, in the 
hope of discovering this continent; after which they might 
follow its coasts aa a guide towards the north and east. 
On the 4th of June 1741 they accordingly weighed anchor, 
and steered south-east by south, till, on the 12th, they found 
themselves in latitude 46°, without the slightest appearance 
of the coast of Do Gama. Convinced at last of their error, 
they held on a northerly course as far as 50° north latitude, 
and were just about to steer due east, with the hope of 
reaching the continent of America, when the two shi[)3 
were separated in a violent storm accompanied by a thick 
fog. Behring exerted every effort to rejoin his consort; 
but all proved in vain. He cruised for three days between 
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50" and 51" north latitude, after which he steered back to 
the south-east as far as 45°; hut TcLirikow, af^r the Btonn, 
had taken an easterly coarse from iS" north latitude, so 
that they never met again. 

Both, however, pursued their dlflCOverieB simultaneously, 
and on the 15th of July, being in 56° north latitude, Tchiri- 
how reached the coast of America. The ahore proved to 
be steep and roclty, and in consequence of the high Bnr^ 
he did not venture to approach it; but anchoring in deep 
water, despatched his mate, Demetiew, with the locg-boftt 
and ten men, on ahore. The boat was provisioned for some 
days, the men arrncd and furnished with minute instruc- 
tiomt as to their mode of proceeding, and the signals by 
which they were to communicate with the ship. But nei- 
ther male, men, nor barge, were ever again heard of This 
was the more mysterious, aa all at first appeared to go well 
with them. The barge was seen from the ship to row into 
a bay behind a small cape, and the appointed signals were 
made, intimating that she had landed in safety. Day after 
day the signals agreed on continued from the shore. The 
people on board began at last to think that the barge had 
probably received damage in landing, and could not re- 
turn till she was repaired; and it was resolved to send the 
Bmall boat on shore, with the boatswain Sawelow and xix 
men. Amongst these were some carpenters and a careener, 
well armed and provided with the necessary materials; 
and the boatswain had orders to return with Demetiew in 
the long-boat the moment the necessary repairs were com- 
pleted. But neither mate nor boatswain ever came back; 
and the most dark surmises of their fate were excited by 
the cessation of the signals, and the continual ascent of a 
large volume of smoke from the landing-place. Next day, 
however, a revival of hope was felt at the sight of tw* 
boats which were observed rowing from the land towards 
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the ship. It was believed to be Demetiew and Sawelow; 
and Tcblrikow ordered all hands on deck, to prepare for 
setting sail on a. moment's warning. A few minutes 
changed these cheerful anticipations into sorrow; for, as 
the boats approached, it was discovered that they were 
filled by American savages, who, seeing many persons 
on dect, instantly shipped their paddles and remained at a 
cautious distance. They then stood up, and crying with a 
loud voice " Agai, agait" returned with great speed to the 
shore. A strong west wind now rose, and threatened to 
dash the vessel on the rocky coast, so that they were obliged 
to weigh anchor and put t« sea without the slighteat hepe 
of healing any farther intelligence of their men ; for they 
had no more small boats, and all communication with the 
shore was cut off. Tchirikow, however, cruised some days 
in the neighbourhood, and when the weather became milder, 
returned towards the spot where his people landed ; but all 
appeared silent, lonely, and uninhabited ; and in a council 
of the officers, it was determined to set out on their return, 
though with the most poignant regret at being obliged to 
leave this remote and desolate coast without hearing the 
alightest account of their companions. They arrived at 
Kamtsehatka on the 27th of July," No news of the fate 
of Dometiew and Sawelow ever reached Russia [ bnt it is 
evident that they had been successively attacked and mur- 
dered by the savages. "The natives of this part of the 
north-west coast of America," says Captain Bumey, "live 
principally by hunting and catching game, in which occu- 
pations they are in the continual practice of every species 
of decoy. They imitate the whistlings of birds, — they 
have carved wooden masks resembling the heads of animals, 
which they put on over their own, and enter the woods in 

ivertes failes i>ar les RuiSea, vol. i, p. 24'f. 
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maequcrade. They bad observed the signalB made to tbe 
ship by tbe Russian boat wbich first came to land ; and tlio 
continuHuee of eiguala afterwards seen and heard by tho 
EnsBiana onboard were doubtless American imitationa."" 

Exactly three days after Tcbirikow descried land, It 
appears that Commodore Behring also got sight of the 
continent in 58° 28", or, according to another account GO" 
north latitude. The prospect was magnificent and awful, 
exhibiting high mountains covered from the snmmitB with 
anow. One of these, far inland, was particularly remarted: 
It was plainly discernible sixifien German miles out at sea; 
and Stellcr says in bis journal, that in all Siberia he had 
not met with a more lofty mountain. ■[■ The commodore, 
being much in want of water, approached the coast with 
the hope of being able to land. He accordingly reached 
the shore on tbe 20tb July, and anchored under a large 
island not far fi^m tbe continent. A point of land projecting 
into the sea at this place they called St Elias. Cape, as it 
was discovered on that saint's day; whilst another headland 
was denominated St, Hermogenes; and between these lay a 
bay, in which, if it became necessary to take shelter, they 
trusted they would find security. Two boats were now 
launched, in tho first of which, Kytrof, the master of the 
fleet, was sent to examine tho bay, whilst SteUer proceeded 
with the other to fetch water. Kytrof found a convenient 
anchorage; and on an adjacent island were a few enipty 
huts formed of smooth boards, ornamented in some places 
with rude carving. Within the huts they picked up a small 
bos of poplar, a hollow earthen ball in which a stone rattled, 
conjectured to be a child's toy, and a whetstone, on which it 
appeared that copper knives had been sharpened.:^ Sieller, 

• Bnraey'a History of NortlhEaatcm Vojagea of Diacovery, p. 
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the other hand, uear the spot where he landed, discovered 
;« cellnr in which was a storQ of red salmon, and a Bweet 
dressed for food in the same manner as in Kamta- 
a. Near them were ropes, and various pieces of 
il^ouaebold furniture and of domei^tic utensils. At a short 
dietanee he came to a place where the savages had recently 
dined; beside which they found an arrow, and an instru- 
ment for procuring fire exactly similar to that used for the 
aame purpose in Kamtschatka. The sailors who fetched 
the fresh water had found two fire-places with the ashea 
newly extinguished, and near them a parcel of hewn wood, 
irith some smoked fishes like large carp. They observed 
marks of human footsteps in the grass, but no natives 
1 seen. In case, however, they should return, aorae 
Wnall presents, such as it was conjectured might be suited ' 
to their laale or their wants, were left in the huts. These 
consisted of a piece of green glazed linen, two iron kettles, 
two knives, two iron Chinese tobacco-pipes, a pound of 
tobacco leaves, and twenty large glass beads. Sleller, an 
enthusiastic naturalist, entreated that he might have the 
oommand of the small boat and a few men, to complete a 
more accurate survey of this new coast; but Behring, who 
was from his advanced age rather timid and over- cautious, 
put a decided negative upon the proposal; and his scientific 
companion, having climbed a steep rock to obtain a view 
of the adjacent country, found his progress interrupted by 
an immediate order to come aboard. " On descending the 
mountain," says he in his journal, " which was overspread 
with a forest without any traces of a road, Snding it im- 
passable, I reascendcd, looked mournfully at the limits of 
my progress, turned my eyes towards the continent which 
it was not in my power to explore, and observed at the 
distance of a few versts some smoke ascending from a 
wooded eminence, • » * Again receiving a ^av- 
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live order to join the ahip, I returned with my coUec- 

Having put to sea next day, the 2lBt of July, they 
found it impoasihle, according to their original Inteution, to 
explore the coast as far as 65° north latitude, as it seemed 
to extend indefinitely to the eonth-west. It was studded 
with many small islands, the navigation through which, 
especially during the night, waa dangerous and tedious. 
On the 30th of July they discovered, in latitude 56", en 
island, which they called Tumannoi Ostrog, or Foggy 
Island ; and soon after the scurvy broke out with the most 
virulent Bymptoms in the ship's crew : so that, in hopes of 
procuring water, they again ran to the north, and soon dis- 
covered the continent, with a large group of islands near 
the shore, between which they came to anchor. These 
they called the Schumagins, after the name of one of their 
men who died there. Whilst at this anchorage the weather 
became boisterous, and some brackish water procured from 
one of the largest islands increased the virulence of the dis- 
ease, which prevailed to an alarming degree. All attempts 
to put to sea proved for some days unsuccessful, owing to 
the strong contrary winds; and at length one morning th^ 
were roused by a loud cry from one of the islands, upon 
which they saw a fire burning. Soon after, two Americana 
rowed towards the ship in their canoes, which in shajpe 
resembled those of Greenland and Davis' Strait. Tbey 
stopped, however, at some distance, and it waa discovered 
that they not only understood the language of the Calumet, 
or Pipe of Peace, employed by the North American Indiana, 
bat had these symbolical instruments along with them. 
They were sticks with hawks' wings attachiai to one end. 
It was at first impossible to induce the natives to come on 
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board ; and Behring, anxious to eftablish a communication, 
and to become acqimnt«d with the country, despatehed 
Lieutenant Waxol in the boat, witli ntue men well armed, 
amongst whom was a Tschuktschian or Koriak interpreter. 
It was found, however, that the savages were utterly igno- 
rant of his language; and Waxcl having BGnt some men 
on shore, who fastened the boat by a long rope passed 
round a rock on the beach, commenced a friendly inter- 
course by means of signB. The Americana were disposed 
to be on the most amicable terms with their new acquaint- 
ances, giving them whales' flesh, the only provision they 
appeared to possess ; and at last one of them bo far over- 
came his fears as to join the Russian lieutenant in the boat, 
which still lay a little way from the shore. Anxious to 
conciliate his favour and treat him with distinction, Waxel 
aoraewliat thoughtlessly presented him with a cnp of brandy; 
but the effect proved the reverse of what was expected. He 
made the most ludicrous wry faces, spit violently out of his 
inoutli all that he had not swallowed, and cried aloud to his 
companions on the uhore, complaining of the treatment he 
had experienced, "Our men," says Mr, Steller in his 
journal, " thought the Americans had sailors' stomachs, and 
endeavoured to remove his disgust hy presenting him with 
a lighted pipe of tobacco, which he accepted; hut he was 
equally disgusted with his attempt to smolie. The moet 
civilized European would be affected in the same manner if 
presented with toad-stool, or rotten fish and willow hark, 
which are delicacies with the Kamtschadales," It was evi- 
dent he had never taslcd ardent spirits or smoked tobacco 
till this moment; and although every effort was made to 
Boothehim and restore his confidence, by offering him needles, 
glass beads, an iron kettle, and other gifta, he wonld accept 
of nothing, and made the most eager and imploring signs 
to be set on shore. In this it was judged right to gratify 
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him, and Waxel, at the some time, called out to the sailora 
who were on the heach to come back; tho Americana made 
B violent attempt to detain them, hot two blunderbusses 
were fired over their heads, and had the cflect of maldng 
them fall flat on the ground, whilst the Kuasiana escaped 
and rejoined their companions. 

This adventure gave them an opportunity of examining 
this new people, now for the first time visited by Europeans. 
" The islanders were of moderate stature, but tolerably well 
proportioned ; their arras and legs very fleshy. Their hair 
was straight, aiid of a glossy bltLckncaa ; their facea brown 
and flat, but neither broad nor large ; thtar eyes were 
black, and their lipa thick and turned upwards ; thdr necks 
were short, their shoulders broad, and their bodica thick, 
but not corpulent. Their upper garment was made of 
whales' intestines, their breeches of seals' skins, and thdr 
caps formed out of the hide of sea-lions, adorned with 
feathers of various birds, especially tho hawk. Their nos- 
trils were slopped with grass, and their noses as flat aa 
Calmucks' ; their faces painted, some with red, others with 
different colours ; and some of them, instead of caps, wore 
hats of bark, coloured green and red, open at the top, and 
shaped like candle- screens, apparently for protecting the 
eyes against the rays of the sun. These hata might lead 
UB to suppose that the natives of this part of America are 
of Asiatic descent; for tho Kamtschadales and Korlaks 
wear the like, of which several specimens may be seen in 
the Museum at St. Peterabui^."* 

At this time, Behring being confined by severe sickness, 
the chief command fell on Waiel, who was preparing to 
sail, when seven Americans came in their boats to the 
ship's side, and two of them, catching hold of the entraoce- 
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bladder, presented their bonnets, and a carved image of bone, 
(Ting some resemblance to a bninan figure. They lite- 
WiBB held up the calumet, and would liave come aboard, but 
the Bailors were taking np the anchor, and the breeze fresh- 
ening, they were under the necessity of making towards the 
shore as quickly as possible. There was time, however, to 
give a few presents, and as the Ghip passed by the point 
where they stood, she was saluted with loud and friendly 



They had now to struggle against a tedious continuance 
westerly winds, accompanied with thick fogs, which r 
dered the narigation in these unknown seas perilous in 
extreme. On the 24th of September the mist cleared away, 
and disclosed a high and desolate coast, which a strong 
Bouth wind made it dangerous to approach. The majority 
of the crew were by this time disabled by the scurvy, and 
the rest so weak, that to manage the vessel during the 
tempestuous weather was almost impossible. A violent 
gale soon after began to blow from the west, which gradu- 
ally increased, and^drove the ship far to the south-east. 
The storm continued for seventeen days — a feet to which 
there are few parallels in the history of shipwrecks; and 
the pilot, Andrew Ileaselberg, who had served for fifty 
years in several parts of the world, declared he had never 
witnessed so long and terrible a gale. Meanwhile they 
carried as little sail as possible, and were driven for a fort- 
night at the mercy of the wind, under a sky as black as 
midnight, so that all the time they saw neither sun nor 
stars. When the storm abated, they fouud themselves, by 
the ship's reckoning, in 48° 18" north latitude. Steller, 
in his journal, draws a striking picture of their estreme 
misery: — "The general distress and mortality," says he, 

■ Burner's Nortti-Eastem Voj-agps of DiacoTcrj-, p. 170. 
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" increased so fast, that not only the sick died, bnt thoae 
who atill atruggled to be numbered on the healthy list, 
when relieved from their posts, fainted and fell down dead, 
of which the Bcantinesa of water, the want of biacuita and 
brandy, cold, wet, nakedness, vermin, fear, and terror, 
were not the least causes."* In these circumstances, it be- 
came difficult to determine whether they should return to 
Kamtschatka or seek a harbour ou the nearest American 
coast. At last, in a council of offlcera, they embraced the 
first of these altcrnativea, and again Bailed north, alter 
which they steered towards the west. 

On the 29th of October they approached two ixlands re- 
sembling the two first of the Kuriban group. The long- 
wisbed-for coast of Kamtschatka, however, did not appear, 
and the condition of the vessel and crew began to bo 
deplorable. The men, notwithstanding their diseased 
state and want of proper food, were obbged to work in the 
cold ; and as the continual rains had now changed into htul 
and snow, and the nights shortened and grew darker, their 
sufferings were extreme. The comjiodore himself had 
been for some time totally disabled by disease from taking 
an active command, his wonted energy and strength of 
mind left him, and he became childishly snapicious and 
indolent. Amongst the seamen the sickness was so dread- 
fiil, that the two sailors whose berth used to be at the 
rudder, were led to it by others, who themselves could 
walk with difficulty. Wben one could steer no longer, 
another equally feeble was supported to his place. Many 
sails they durst not hoist, because no one was strong 
enough to lower them in case of need, whilst some of the 
sheets were so thin and rotten, that a violent wind would 
have lorn them to pieces. Tlie rest of this interesting bnt 
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deeply affecting voyage may be given in the excellent 
abstract of Captain Burney ; — " On November 4t!i, at eight 
in the nioming, they once more saw land ; but only the 
tops of the mountains at first appeared, and the shore was 
ao distant, that although they stood towards it the whole 
day, night came on before they could get near enough to 
look for anchorage. At noon that day they made their 
latitude by observation to be 56" north. On the morning 
of the 5th, it was discovered that almost all the shTouda on 
the starboard side of the ship were broken, which happened 
from contraction and tenseness caused by the fzost; for, 
without other mention made of the weather, it is com- 
plained that the cold was insupportable. In this distress, 
the commodore ordered the lieutenant to call all the 
officers together, to consult on their best mode of pro- 
ceeding; and the increased numbers of the sick, with the 
want of fresh water, determined them at all hazards to 
seek relief at this land. The wind was northerly, and 
they had soundings at the depth of thirty-seven f&thoma, 
with a sandy bottom. They now steered in towards the 
land, weat'Bouth-we^t and south-west, and two hours after, 
at five in the evening, they anchored in twelve fathoms, the 
bottom sand, and veered out three-quarters of a cable. The 
sea now began to run high, and at six the cable gave way. 
Another anchor was let go, yet the a'jip Htniek twice, 
though they found by the lead five fethoms depth of water. 
The cable quickly parted; and it was fortunate a third 
anchor was not ready, for whilst thoy were preparing it, a 
high wave threw the ship over a bank of rocks, where all at 
once she was in still water. They now dropt their anchor in 
four fathoms and a half, about six hundred yards from the 
land, and lay quiet during the rest of the night; but 
morning they found themselves surrounded with rocks and 
L breakers. They were certain that the coast of Kamts- 
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chatka waa not fer diatant; but the condition of the 
and the crew, with the advanced season of the year, ren- 
dered it apparent that they must remain upon this land all 
winter. Those who were able to work went on shore to 
prepare lodgings for the sick. This they accomplished by 
digging pita or caverns between some sand-hills near a 
brook which ran from a mountaia to the aea, using their 
nails as a temporary covering. There was no appearance 
of inhabitants ; nor were any trees seen, although drift- 
wood was found along the shore. No grass nor anti-scor- 
butic herbs were discoverable; the island, indeed, was ao 
deeply covered with enow, that even if it produced any 
antiseptic plants, the patients had not strength to lay them 
open; and at thia time tlie Russians were little acquainted 
with the proper remedies for this dreadful disease. On the 
8th of November they began to transport the sick to the 
miserable habitations which had been prepared for them; 
and it was remarkable that some who seemed the least re- 
duced expired the moment they were espoaed to the iresh 
air, and others in making an attempt to stand upon deck."" 
On the 9th of November, Behring himself was carried 
ashore by four men on a hand-barrow, carefully secured 
from the air. The ship had been cast on the east side of 
the island, and the coast was examined both to the north 
and south; but no traces of iuhabitants were found. Along 
the shores were many sea-otters, and the interior swarmed 
with blue and white foxes. " We saw," says Steller in his 

* '■ It most," Bays CRptain Bomey, "be within tha memory ornunj, 
the grcAt care with nhich the aimrtniQits of the sick were guirded 
agULDBt the odmi^Gion of freah air, and in few inatuicra more Chan in what 
was called the aiclc-berth on buard a ahip of war, where it was austomaiy 
to lieep a nanibcr of diseased penona labourin); nuder diflenint mudadiei 
enclosed antt ciowded togetlier ; and fortutiatGly. eince the date of thii 
expedition, the management of tha aickwith reispccl lo airhaa imdergaiM 
■ very euential reform." 
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fbumal, "the moat dismal and terrifying ohjecta: the 
:a mangled the dead before they could be buried, and 

~ were even not afraid to approach the hving and helplesB 
who lay scattered here and there, and suiell at them lika 
doga. This man exclaimed that ho was perishing of cold; 
the other complained of hunger and thirst; and their 
mouths were so much aiTeeted by scurvy, that their gums 
grew over their teeth like a sponge. The stone-foxeB, 

P which swarmed round our dwellings, became so hold and 

schievous, that they carried away and destroyed difterent 

s of provision and clothing. One took a shoe, another 

' ft boot, a third a glove, a fourth a coat ; and they even stola 
the iron implements; whilst all attempta to drive them 
away were ineffectnal."* 

Lieutenant Waxel, on whom, since the illness of thfl 
commodore, the command devolved, and Kytrow, the ship- 
master, continued healthy at sea; and the necessity for exer- 
tion, in seeing everything sent on shore, had a favourable 
effect in repelling the attacks of the disease. At last, how. 
ever, they too were laid up, and soon became so weak, that 
on the 2l9t of November they were carried ashore like the 
During this dreadful residence on the island, the 
pen lived chiefly on the flesh of the sea-ottera, which wm 
> hard and tough that it could scarcely he torn to pieces 
by the teeth. Theintestines were mostly used for the sick; 
and Steller, in his descriptions of the marine animals of 
these regions, reckons the flesh of the sea-otter as a specific 
ag^nst the scurvy. When not wanted for food, they were 
tilled for their fine skins, nine hundred being collected on 
'Qie island, and equally divided among the erew. A dead 

Khale, which was thrown upon the coast, they called their 
isgazine, as it proved a resource when nothing hotter could 
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be got. The fle^h was cut into small pieces, wlilch 
boiled a long time, to eepavatc the oil from it as much 
possible, and the reraaining hard and sinewy parts 
swallowed without chewing. 

In this miserable manner they continued to enpport life; 
but some of the crew sunk daily under the disease, and on 
the 8th of December the commodore expired. Behring 
was an officer of extraordinary merit ; and, until reduced 
by the disease of which he became the victim, endowed with 
nnshaken perseverance and energy. His voyage set at real 
the disputed point regarding the separation of the two 
continents of Asia and America ; and he has deservedly 
bequeathed his name to the strait which he was the first to 
explore, and the desolate island on which he died. It is 
melancholy to thinlc, that afler the exertions he had made 
in the cause of naval discovery, his life terminated so miser- 
ably; fpx it may abnoHt be said that he waa buried alive. 
The Band rolled down continually from the side of the 
cavern in which he lay, and at last covered his feet ; nor 
would he Buffer it to be removed, saying he felt warmth 
from it, when he was cold in all other parts. It thus gra- 
dually increased upon him, till hia body was more than half 
concealed ; so that, when he at last expired, it was found 
necessary to unearth him previously to his being interred. 
" Behring," says Steller, who was by no means disposed to 
exaggerate the good qualities of his commander, " displayed 
in bis illness the most Meeting resignation to tlie will of 
the Supreme Being, and enjoj'ed his understanding and 
Eipeech to tlic last. He was convinced that the crew had 
been driven on an unknown land; yet he would not terrify 
others hy declaring his opinion, hut cherished their hopes 
and encouraged their eserlaona. He was buried according 
to the Protestant ritual, and a cross was erected over his 
grave to mark the spot, and to serve also as an evi- 
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dence that the RuEsiaus had takea possession of ths; 
country,"* 

Soon afl«r tlie death of the commodore, the whole crew 
were aheltercd from the severity of the winter in subter- 
ranean dwellings contiguous to each other, and recovered 
BO much strength by the use of sweet and excellent water, 
and the flesh of the aea-animals killed in hunting, that their 
existence hecame comparatively comfortahle. Of the manner 
in which they pnased their time during the dreary winter 
months, from December to May, Steller has left ua in his 
journal a minute and interesting account. In March the 
sea-otters disappeared, either from the instinct of changing 
their abode at particular eeasona of the year, or banished 
by continual persecution ; but their place was supplied by 
other marine animals, which, in their turn, also left them. 
" To supply ourselves with tiiel," says Steller, " was like- 
wise a considerable labour : As the island produced nothing 
bat willow-hushes, and the driftwood was often deeply 
bnried in the snow till the end of March, we were compelled 
to bring it from a distance of even fifteen or sixteen versta ; 
and our load upon these expeditions amounted to from sixty 
to eighty pounds, besides our hatchets and kettles, with the 
necessary implements for mending our shoes and clothes. 
In April, however, we were relieved from this labour by 
the thaw and breaking up of the vessel. An anecdote of 
an escape made by them in hunting, as it is given by the 
same lively writer, presents us with a striking picture of 
their manner of life upon the island. "On the 5th of 
April," says he, "during a gleam of favourable weather, 
Steoeser and myself, witli my Cossack and a servant of 
Behring, went on a hunting expedition. Having killed as 
many sea-otters as we were able to carry, wo made a fire 
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in a cliff, where we proposed to pasa the night. At mid- 
night a violent hurricane arose, and the snow fell in such 
quantities that we should have been buried had we not run 
continually backwards and forwards. In the morning;, 
after a long and fruitless search for Bhelter, we resigned 
ourselves to oiu" fate; hut the Cossack fortunately discovered 
a large cavern, which seemed to have been formed by an 
earthquake, where we entered with our provision and wood. 
It afforded a HCcure retreat from the weather, contained a 
cavity in which we could hide our provisions from the 
depredations of the stone-foxes, and was provided with an 
aperture which served the purpose of a chimney. The cave 
and bay, which were named in complhnent to me, were 
inhahited by numerous foses, which retired on our approach 
through the chimney ; hut the smoke from our fire caused 
such a spitting and sneezing amongst them, as gave no 
Bmall diversion to the party. At night, however, they 
occasionally returned into the cavern, and amused them- 
selves with taking away our caps, and playing other 
gambols. On the 4th we returned to our abode with i 
booty, and were received with great delight by our 
panions, who thought us lost."* 

On the 6th of May, such of the crew aa were able 
work began to build from the relics of the wreck a vesi 
which was intended to carry the survivors to Kamtschatka, 
Their number was now reduced to forty -five, thirty having 
died on the island, including the three carpenters; but a 
Siberian Cossack named Starodubzow, who had for some 
time worked as a shipwright at Ochot^.k, superintended 
the building of the new ship. At first they were put to 
great inconvenience from a deficiency of tar; but by an 
Bjgenious contrivance it was extracted from the new cord- 
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age which they had to spare. After being cut and picked, 
they put it into a large copper kettle, having a cover fitting 
close, with a hole in tlie middle. They then took another 
vessel with a similar cover, which they fixed firm in the 
ground, and upon this set the copper kettle tamed upside 
down, the apertures in the lids hcing placed exactly againut 
each other. Part of this machinery was then buried in the 
earth, and a fire kindled round whatwaa above ground, by 
which meant) the tar of the new cordage melted, and ran 
into the inferior vessel. This contrivance having removed 
their greatest difficulty, by the lOth of Aogust tie new 
vessel was launched, and on the 16th Lieutenant Waxcl 
act sail with the melancholy remnant of his crew; but, 
owing to contrary winds, they did not make the coast of 
Kamtschatka till the 25th, although from Behring's Island 
the distance waa not more than thirty German miles. On 
the 27th they anchored in Awatchka Bay; and the Cos- 
Back, Starodubzow, to whoae efiorta in constructing the 
Teasel the preservation of the crew was mainly owing, 
received the rank of Hinbojarski, a degree of Siberian 
nobility. Such ia an account of the celebrated and nn- 
fortnnate expedition of Commodore Behring, of which the 
results were highly important to geographical science, 
although dearly bought by the death of so many brave 
men. 

Although Lord Mnlgrave had failed in his attempt to 
discover, by a northerly course, a communication between 
the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans,* the British Government 
did not abandon all hope; and in 1776, Captain James 
Cook, who had already established his reputation as the 
greatest of modem navigators, was selected by the Ad- 
miralty to conduct another expedition, reversing only the J 
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plan, and eudeayouring to sail from the Pacific into the 
Atlantic, instead of from the Atlantic into the Pacific. 

In prosecution of this plan, on the 12th of July 1776, 
Cook Bailed from Plymouth Sound in the Resolution, 
leaving inatructionB for the Discovery, the command of 
which waa intrust«d to Captain Charles Gierke, to join him 
at the Capo. From that place the two ships proceed, in 
a course marked by important discoveries, through the 
Southern Hemisphere, by Van Diemen's Land, New Zea- 
land, Otaheitc, and the Sandwich Islands. They then 
steered north-eastn-ard, and on the 7th of March, in lati- 
tude 441° north, came in sight of the American continent 
at the coast of New Albion. Owing to unfavourable winds, 
which forced the ehips to the south, it waa the 29th before 
Cook anchored in Nootka Sound, where he was soon vidil«d 
by thirty boats of the natives, carrying each from three to 
seven or eight persona, both men and women. At first 
none of the Americana would venture within either ship; 
and from the circumstance of their boats remaining at a 
short distance all night, as if on watch, it was evident they 
regarded the arrival of the strangers with much suspicion, 
A friendly intercourse, however, was soon established; and 
although thefl, particularly of any iron utensil, was un- 
Bcrupulously committed, they were pretty fair and honest 
in their mode of barter. " They were," says Cook, " docile, 
courteous, and good-natured; but quick in resenting what 
they looked upon ns an injury, and, like most other pas- 
sionate people, as ooon forgetting it. Their stature 
rather below the common size of Europeans; and althongh 
at first, owing to the paint and grease which covered th^ 
skins, it was believed that they were of a copper 
plexion, it was afterwards discovered that they we 
reality a white people. They were well armed with piti 
some headed with bone, and many with 
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which they carried bows, Blinga, knivea, sad a short club, 
like the patow of the New Zealanders ; their arrows were 
barbed at the point, and the inner end feathered." 
pute occurred after the arrival of the English, between the 
inhabitants of the northern and southern coasts of the 
Bound; hut a pacific treaty was concluded, and the event 
celebrated by a species of raasic, in which, they bore alter- 
nate parts, "Theb songs," Bays Captain Bumey, who 
was himself present, " were given in turn, the party sing- 
ing having their pikes erected. When the first finished, 

|they laid down their pikes, and the other party reared 
theirs. What they sung was composed of few notes, and 
as wild as could have been expected; yet it was solemn 
and in unison, and what I thought most extraordinary, 
they were all well in tune with each other. The worda 

iflrere at times given out by one man, as a pariah-clerk gives 
t the first line of a psalm."* 

It appeared evident to Captain Cook, that prerions to 
this the inhabitants had never entertained any direct com- 
munication with Europeans. "They were not startled," 
Bays he, "by the report of a musket, till one day, upon 
ideavonring to prove to ns that arrows and Bpears would 
penetrate their war-dresses, a gentleman of our eom- 
pftny shot a musket-hall through one of them folded six 
times. At this they were so inueh staggered, that their 
ignwance of fire-arms was plainly seen. This was after- 
wards confirmed when we used them to shoot birds, the 
manner of which confounded them." On the ships leaving 
Nootka Sound, the natives accompanied their farewell with 
a singular exhibition: — "When the anchor was heaving 
Bumey, " they assembled in their boats, which 
which they flour- 






80 



[1776. 



iahed the ewords, saws, hatchets, and other things, which 
they had obtained fi'oni us. In the midst of this valedic- 
tory chorus, oite man, mounted on a stage of loose boards, 
which ■was supported by the people in the nearest canoes 
or boats, danced with a wooden mask on, which he occa- 
sionally changed, making himself resemble sometimes a 
man, sometimes a bird, and Hometimes an animal. Of 
these maake they have great variety, and they parted with 
them willingly, except those of the human face ; if they 
sold any of these, it seemed to be with some rcpu^ance, 
as if they were parting with the image of a friend or a 
reiation, and were aahamed to he seen so doing."* 

From Nootka Sound Captain Cook made a survey of the 
coast by Mount Saint EUan, till he arrived at a cape which 
turned short to the north, to which he gave the name of 
Cape Hinehinbrote, Thence he proceeded to Prince Wil- 
liam's Sound ; after which he pursued the coast to the 
west, which was found to take a southerly direction, as 
described by Behruig and Tchirikow. These navigatora, 
however, as we have seen, had not made a very particular 
examination; and although the tenor of (book's inatnictions 
did not permit him to devote much time to the exploring 
rivers or inlets, till he reached the latitude of 65°, still that 
eminent officer deemed himself at liberty to complete an 
accurate survey of this hitherto undiscovered coast, from 
the arm of the sea afterwards denominated Cook's Inlet, 
round the great Peninsula of Alaska, terminating in Cape 
Oonamak. He thenco proceeded along the shores of 
Bristol Bay, till he doubled Cape Newenham, from which 
he steered in a north-easterly direction, and anchored in 
Norton Sound. Leaving this, the ships entered Hehring's 
Strait, and followed the coast to the north-west, till they 



• Bunic^'b Nottli-Easlem Voyages of DL'Covery, pp. 2 17, 218i' 



1 



81 






douLled a promontory sitnated in 65" 45 north latitude, 
which they named Prince of Wales' Cape, regarding it | 
as the western extremity of all America hitherto known. 
Soon after, in the evening, they discerned the coast of Asia, 
and standing across the strait came to anchor in a hay of 
the Tschuktsclii country, near a. village, from which the 
natives crowded to the shore. Observing this, Cook landed 
with three hoats well armed, and was received by the | 
Tsehuktsehi with cantious courtesy. About forty men, 
armed each with a spontoon, besides bow and arrows, stood 
drawn up on a rising ground close by the village; and as 
the English drew near, three of them came down towards 
ihe shore, politely taking off their caps and making low 
bows. On seeing some of the English leap from their 
boatfl, they retired, and expressed by signs their desire that 
no more should land; but when Cook advanced alone, with 
some small presents in his hand, their confidence was re- 
stored, and they exchanged for them two fos-skina and two 
seahorse- teeth. All this time they never laid down their 
weapons, but held them in constant readiness, except for a 
short time, when four or five persona disarmed themselves 
to give the English a song and a dance; even then, how- 
ever, they placed them in such a manner that they could 
reach them in an instant, and evidently for greater security 
they desired their audience to sit down during the dance. 
This Asiatic people, although dwelling within fifty miles 
of the American coast, were evidently a different race from 
the inhabitants of the shores of Behring's Strait. All the 
Americans whom the English had seen since their arrival 
on the coast were low of stature, with round chubby facea 
and high cheek-bones. The Tsehuktsehi, on the contrary, 
had long visages, and were stout and well made. Several 
things which they had with tbem, and more particularly 
clothing, showed a degree of ingenuity surpassing 
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what one could expect among bo northern a people. Their 
drftsa consisted of a cap, frock, breeches, hoots, and gloves, 
all made of leather or ttlthia extremely well droased, Bomo 
with the fur on, some without it, and the quivera which 
contained their arrows were made of red leather neatly 
embroidered, and extremely beautiful.* 

Prom this hay the ships again stood over to the north- 
eaat, and continuing their examination of the Ainerico.n 
ooast, Cook soon found hiniaclf aurrounded by the dreary 
features which mark the scenery of the Polar latitudes; a 
dark and gloomj' aky, thick showers of anow and hail, anil 
immense fielda and mountains of ice, covered in some places 
by the huge forms of the walrus or seahorse, which lay in 
herds of many hundreds, huddling like swine one over the 
other. The flesh of these animals, when new killed, was 
preferred by the crew to their common fare of Bait moat, 
but within four-and-twenty hours it became rancid and 
fishy. From a point of land, which was denominated 
Cape Mulgrave, they now explored the coast to the latitude 
of 70° 29 ', where their progress was arrested by an an- 
broken wall of ice apparently stretching fi-om continent to 
continent. ■[- At this time the nearest land was about a 
league distant, and tlie farthest eastern point seen a low 
headland much encumbered with ice, to which Cook gave 
the name of Icy Cape, and which, till the recent disco- 
veriea of Captain Bee«hy, constituted the extreme limit of 
European discovery in that quarter of the globe. It was 
now the end of August; and aii nothing farther could be 
attempted at that season on the American coasi, the ahips 
returned to the Sandwich Islands, with the intention of 
resuming in the succeeding summer the attempt for the 
discovery of a commnnlcation between the Pacific and the 
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Atlantic — an object which their great commander did not 
live to esecute, having been killed in an uuforionatfl scufflg 
with the natives of Owhyhe*, on the 11th of February 1779. 
The farther conduct of the expedition now fell to Gierke 
and King, and an attempt wa^ made to penetrate beyond 
Icy Capo; but the continued fields of ice rendered it utterly 
abortive. The ships tberefore, having repassed Behring'a 
Strait, came to anchor in the Bay of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, in Kamtschatka. Here Captain Gierke, who had 
long been in a declining state, died; upon which, to the 
great satisfaction of the crewa and officers of both Bhipit, 
who were sick of the dreary navigation in these inhoapitable 
latitudes, they returned home. 

Subsequent to the voyages of Cook and Gierke, the 
north-west coast of America was visited at different periods 
by MearcB, Vancouver, and Kotzebue; and though the 
limit of discovery was not extended beyond Icy Cape, the 
shores were more minntely examined, and a beneficial 
commercial intercourse established with the natives. Of 
Captain Meares' voyages, the great object was to establish 
a trade between China and the north-west coast of America. 
For this purpose an association of the leading mercantile 
men in Bengal fitted out two vessels — the Nootka, com- 
manded by Meares himself^ and the Sea-otter, by Lieu- 
tenant Walter Tipping. The Sea-otler in the first instance 
took a cargo of opium to Malacca, thence she proceeded to 
America, and is known to have made Prince Williani'a 
Sound; but after leaving that harbour, no accounts of her 
were ever reewved, and it appears certain that she anrl her 
crew perished at sea. The fate of Meares in the Nootka 
was scarcely more tolerable ; After a tedious and parilotu 
navigation in tbe China seas, they made their way through 
straits between Oonamak and Oonalaska against a 
it running seven knots an hour, from which tbey sailed 
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acroas to America by the Schumagin Islandg, and anchored 
under Cape Doug^las.* Thence they proceeded to Prince 
'William'a SouDdto winter ; and their residence here during 
Octflher, Novemher, and December, though dreary and 
tedioHB, was not without its comforts. The natives were 
friendly, and hrought them proviaiona ; they caught plenty 
of excellent aalmon, and the large flocks of ducks and geese 
afibrded constant sport to the ofScers, and a seasonable 
snpply for the table. But the horrora of an Arctic winter 
began soon to gather round them. The ice closed in upon 
the ship ; the snow fell so thick that all exerciae became 
impoasihle ; the ducka and geese collected into flocka, and 
passed away to the southward ; the fish totally deserted the 
creeks ; and the natives, a migratory race, imitating the 
inatinet of these lower speciea, travelled off in a body with 
their temporary wigwams to a more genial district. To 
add to these distressea, the scurvy made ita appearance; 
whilst the sun described weekly a smaller circle, and ahed 
a sickly and melancholy light. Even at noon, through 
an atmosphere obscured by perpetual snows, " tremendous 
mountains forbade almost a sight of the sky, and cast their 
nocturnal shadows over the ship in the midst of day." 
The decks were incapable of resisting the intense freezing 
of the night, and the lower part of them was covered an 
inch thick with a hoar frost that had all the appearance of 
snow, notwithstanding fires were kept constantly huraing 
twenty hours out of the twenty-four. Between the months 
of January and May, twenty-three men died of the scurvy, 
and the rest of the crew were ao disabled aa lo be incapable 
of any labour ; but the sun's return and the commencemenl 
of more genial weather produced an instantaneoas effect on 
the health and spirits of the crew. The natives returned, 
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and asenred the poor sufferers tliat the cold must soon be 
me, making them understand by signs that the summer 
would commence about the middle of May ; and the sun, 
which now began to make a larger circle over the hi 
not only chased away the huge and gloomy shadows that 
like a fimeral pall had covered the ship, but brought back 
the fish to the rivers, and the migratory birds to the shore ; 
so that they soon enjoyed an ample supply of fresh food. 
On the 17th of May, a general breaking up of the ice took 
place throughout the cove, and the feeliag that they were 
once more in clear water, with the prospect of soon leaving 
A scene of bo much distress and horror, cheered the minds 
of the crew with inexpresflible comfort* These happy 
Bnticipations were soon realized by their sailing from 
Prince of Wales' Sound on the 2l8t June, and reaching' 

le hospitable cluster of the Sandwich Isles, where soch 
the effect of the genial climate, that in ten days' resi- 
dence every complaint had disappeared. On the 2d of 
September they left the Sandwich Islands, and arrived on 
the 20th October at Macao in China. 

It may easily be imagined, that during so disastrous a' 
eojonm on the American shore, little or no progress could 
be mode in the survey of the coast, which was rugged ; and 
at no great distance were monntalna, covered with thick 
woods for about two-thirds of their ascent, beyond which 
they terminated in immense masses of naked rock. The 
black pine grew in great plenty, and a few black currant 
EB were noticed, bat no other kind of tniit or vegetable. 
number of savages seen by Meares did not exceed 

ive or six hundred, and these had no fixed place of 
abode, but wandered up and down as fancy or necessity 
impelled them. They were strong and athletic, rather 



85 ^^M 
n be ^^^1 

sun, ^^ 



• Meana' Vuyages, i 



IntrodaotOTj- Voyagi;, p- ^7. 



tND. [1788. 

exceediDg the common stature of Europeans, with jiroini- 
nent cheek bones, round flat faces, ejaa small HJid blttck, 
and hair, which they cut short round the head, of the same 
jetty colour. A slit in the under lip, parallol to the mouth, 
and a perforation in the septum of the nose, in which was 
inserted a large quill or a piece of bark, gave them a 
hideous look; whilst a singular practice of powdering their 
hair with the down of birds, allowing the frostwork and 
icicles to hang ft\im the beard, and painting the neck and 
face with red ochre, increased the Havago singularity of 
their appearance. Theirelothingconsisted of a single frock 
of the sea-otter skin reaching to their kneea. When em- 
ployed in their canoes, they used a dress made of the entrails 
of the whale, which covered the head, and waa ao disposed 
that it could be tied round the hole in which they sat, ao &a 
to prevent the water from getting into the canoe, whilst it 
kept the lower part of the body warm and dry. Their 
hardihood and capacity of enduring pain astonished the 
English, and waa remarkably evinced upon an occasion 
mentioned by Meares; — " In the course of the winter," says 
he, "among other ruhhiah, several broken glass bottles had 
been thrown out of the ship, and one of the natives, who 
was searching among them, cut his foot in a very severe 
manner. On seeing it bleed, we pointed out what had 
caused the wound, and applied a dressmg to it, which he 
was made to understand was the remedy we ourselves 
applied on similar occasions; hut he and his companions 
instantly turned the whole into ridicule, and at the same 
time taking some of the glaas, they searified their legs 
ind arras in a most cruel and extraordinary manner, 
informing ua that nothing of that kind could ever hurt 
them."" 
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The disastrouB renult of ttia first expedition did not deter 
Wther Mearea or Lis liberal employers from hnzarding a 
second voyage to the same coast, which was attended with. 
portant results. The Feliee, of 230 tons burden, 
and the Iphigenia, of 200, were fitted out on this adveuture ; 
id being given to Captains Meares and Douglas. 
Both vessels were copper-bottomed and strongly built, and , 
their crews consisted of Europeans and Chinese, among 
whom were some excellent smiths, shipwrights, and otter 
artisans. The taking the Chinamen aboard was an experi- 
ment. Before this time they had never formed part of the 
crew of an English merchant-ahip ; and it is but justice to 
say that thoy proved hardy, good-humoured, and indnatrious. 
Two other very interesting passengers were on board of 
CaptMtt Meares' ship — Teanna, a prince of Atooi, one of 
the Sandwich Isles, who had volunteered to leave his native 
country when Meares visited it during his former expedition, 
and Comekaln, a native of King George's Sound, who had 
at the same time entreated to be carried to China. Of these 
two specimens of savage life, Teanna was by far the finest, 
both in moral and in physical qualities. He was about 
thirty-two years old, near six feet five inches in stature, 
and in strength almost Herculean. His carriage was dig- 
nified, and, inconsequenceof the respect paid to his superior 
rank in his own country, possessed as air of distinction, 
to which his familiarity with European manners had not 
communicated any stiffness or embarrassment. Comekala, 
oD the other hand, though cunning and sagacious, was a 
atranger to the generous qualities which distinguished the 
prince of the Sandwich Istes. He was kind and honest 
when it suited his own interest ; but stole without scruple 
whatever he wished to have, and could not procure by 
&irer means. Brass and copper were metals which he 
might almost be said to worship. Copper halfpence, but- 
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tons, saucepans — all posaeBsed in his eyes the highest 
eharmB, It was evident that he coveted the braaa buttons 
of the captain's unifurm ; and Lis mode of fixing; his eyes 
on the object of his desire, and tho panga of ungTBtilied 
avarice, as e^ibited in the coutortiona of bia countenance, 
proved matter of much amusement to tho crew. The a 
of his inaatiablo thirst for copper became afterwards 
parent. 

In the meantime, Captain Meares found it necessary 
separate from his consort, whone alow sailing threatened to 
impede bis progress ; and, after a long and hazardous pas- 
sage, the Hhip anchored in Friendly Cove, in King George's 
Sound, abreast of the village of Nootka, on the morning 
of the 13th of May. Comekala, who for several days had 
been in a etate of high excitation, now enjoyed the genuine 
delight of once moro beholding his native shore ; and when 
his intention of landing was made known, the ivbole inha- 
bitants poured forth to give him welcome. The dress in 
which he chose to appear for the first time after so long an 
absence waa very extraordinary. On a former occasion, 
when visited by llannapa, a. brother chief, Le contented 
himself with an ordinary European suit; but he now, says 
Meares, arrayed hiinaelf in all his glory. His scarlet coat 
was decorated with such quantities of brass buttena and 
copper appendages of one hind or other, that they could 
not fail to procure him profound respect from hia country- 
men, and render liiin on object of unbounded admiration to 
the Nootka damsels. At least half a sheet of copper formed 
his breastplate ; from his eara copper ornaments were sus- 
pended i and he contrived to hang from his hair, which was 
dressed with a long pig-tail, so many handles of copper 
saucepans, that their weight kept hia head in a stiff upright 
position, which very much heightened the oddity of 
appearance. For several of the ornaments with whick 
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■tote of continual hoatility with the cook, from whom he ' 
purloined thein ; but their last and principal struggle was 
foi" an enormous spit, which the American prince had seized 
Bpcar to swell the circumstances of that Rplendom* 
with which he was preparing to dazzle the eyes of his 
countrymen. In such a state of accoutremcDt, and feeling 
greater delight than ever was experienced on the proudest 
European throne, the long boat rowed Comekala aahore, 
when a general and deafening shout from the crowd assured 
him of the universal joy felt on his return. The whole 
inhabitants moved to the beach, welcomed the traveller on 
shore, and afterwards conducted him to the king's house, 
which none but persons of rank were permitted to enter, 
and where a magnificent feast of whale blubber and oil was 
prepared. On the whole, Comekala's reception, and the 
impression made by his extraordinary costume, evinced his 
intimate knowledge of the character of his countrymen ; for 
thougli to the English the eifect was irresiBtibly comic, the 
natives regarded him with a mixture of sUcnt awe and 
wonder, which after a while broke forth into espreasions 
of nniversal astonishment and dehght. i 

Not long after this exhibition, two Nootka princes,— | 
Maquilla and Callicum, paid a visit to the English. Their 
little squadron, consisting of twelve canoes with eighteen 
men each, moved with stately parade round the ship. The 
men wore dresses of beautiful sea-otter skins, covering tl 
from head to heel ; their hair was powdered with the white. J 
down of birds, and their faces bedaubed with red and blacfca 
ochre, in the fonn of a shark's jaw and a kind of spiral ,1 
line, which rendered their appearance extremely savage, ' 
Eight rowers sat on each side, and a single man at the 
bow; whilst the chiefs, distinguished by a high cap, pointed J 
at the crown, and ornamented with a small tuft of fealherOi I 
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occupied a place in the middle. All lliis was vary striking ; 
but the most remarkable accompaniment was the air which 
they chanted, the effect of which is described by Meares as 
uncommonly pleasing. " We listeaed," says he, "to their 
aong with an equal degree of surprise and pleasure. It 
waa indeed impossible for any ear susceptible of delight 
from aiiiaical Hounda, or any mind not insensible to the 
power of melody, to remain uamoved by this aoleinn un- 
expected concert. The chorus was in unison, and strictly 
correct aa to time and tune ; nor did a dissonant note escape 
them. Sometimes they would make a sudden transition, 
from the high to the low tones, with such melancholy turns 
in their variations, that we could not reconcile to ourselves 
the manner in which they acquired or contrived this more 
than untaught melody of nature. There was also something 
for the eye as well aa the ear, and the action that accom- 
panied their voices added very much to the impression 
which the chanting made upon us all. Every one beat 
time with undeviating regularity against the gunwale of 
the boat with their paddles ; and at the end of every verse 
they pointed with extended arms to the north and south, 
gradually sinking their voices in such a solemn manner as 
to produce an effect not often attained by the orchestras of 
European nations." This accoimt of the impressive music 
of the people of Nootha Sound is, the reader may remember, 
corroborated by Captain Burney.* The ceremony, however, 
did not end with the song ; but afler rowing twice round 
the ship, rising up each time as they passed the stern, and 
vociferating " Wacush ! Wacuah !'' (friends), they bi'oughl 
their canoes alongside, and the two chiefs came on board. 
Both were handsome men of the middle aise, possessing a 
mOd hut manly expression of countenance. They accepted 
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|l present of copper, iron, and other articles, witli eigns ot 

Bat delight; and throwing off their Hea-ott«T garraentB, 

iftid them gracefully at the feet of the English, and Blood 

D the deck quite naked. Each of Ihem was i 

a blanket, which they threw over their shoulders with 
arks of high satisfaction, and descending into their canoes, 
rere paddled to the shore. 
A brisk trade in furs now commenced, which, though 
' interrupted occasionally by the petty thefts of the BSTages, 
was highly favourable to the commercial interests of the 
expedition. Skinsof the sea-otter, beaver, martin, sable,and 
river-otter, of the ermine, black-fox, gray, white, and red 
wolf, wolverine, marmot, racoon, bear, and mountain-sheep, 
and in addition to all these, of the furred, speckled, and 
common seal, sea-cow, and sea-lion, were all procured, 
though some in greater abundance than others. Of these, 
by iar the most beautiful and valuable was the skin of the 
BGa-otter. The taking of this animal is attended with 
I sDneiderable hazard; but constant practice has taught the 
I natives both skill and courage. "When it is determined 
to hunt the sea-otter," says Meares, " two very small canoes 
are prepared, in each of which are seated two expert hun- 
ters. The instruments they employ are bows and arrows, 
■with a small harpoon, which differs somewhat from the in- 
strument of the same kind used in bunting the whale, the 
shaft being much the same, buttheharpoon itself of greater 
length, and so notched and barbed that when it has once 
entered the flesh it is almost impossible to extricate it. It 
IB attached to the abaft by several fathoms of sufficient 
strength to drag the otter to the boat. The arrows em- 
llployed are small, and pointed with bone formed into a 
ingle barb, Thus equipped, the hunters proceed among 
J rocks in search of their prey. Sometimes they sur- 
prise the animal when sleeping on his back on the surface 
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^^^V of die water; and if they can. approtich without awakeniaj 
^^^H him, which reqaires infinite caution and skill, bo ia eaaiti 
^^^H harpooned and dragged to the boat, when a fierce 1 
^^H often ensues between the otter and the Lunteru, whi 
^^B frequently severely wounded by bis teeth and claws, 
^^^ more usual manner of taking him, however, ia by pursm^ 

and the cbase is sometimes continued for hours. 

animal cannot remain long under water, the skill is hee 

I chiefly exerted to direct the canoes in the same line whiob 
the otter takes when under water, at which time be swims 
. with a celerity that greatly exceeds that of his pursuers. 
The moment he dives, therefore, the canoes separate, in 
order to have the better chance of wounding him with their 
Brrowa at the moment he rises, although it often happens 
that this wary and cunning animal escapes, and baffles the 
utmost skill of bis persecutors. Should it happen that the 
otters are overtaken with their young ones, the instinct of 
parental affecfion comes out in Its most deep and intere 
ing shape; all sense of danger and of self-preservation jd 
inatandy lost, and both male and female defend their c^ 
with the most furious courage, tearing out with liieir U 
the arrows and harpoons fixed in them, and often atti 
the canoes themselves. On such occasions, however, th«A 
utmost efforts are unavailing, and they and their ofisprii 
never fail of yielding to the power of the hunters."* 

The hunting the whale, however, ia a. still nobler sport; 
and nothing can exceed the skill and intrepidity with which 
the Americans of Nootka engage in it. When it is de- 
termined to proceed against this mighty creatnre, the chief 
prepares himself with great ceremony. He is clothed in 
the sea-otter's skin, his body besmeared with oil and punted 
with red ochre; the canoes selected for the service are <rf» 
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eize between those used in war and the ordinary Mud, and 
Contain eigliteen or twenty men, the bravest and most active I 
tiiat can be found. When tlio whale is discovered, the ohirf J 
LtniBelf throws the first harpoon; hut all the people in the 
Tarious attendant oanoes are armed with the aanie instni- 
ment, to be employed as occaaion may require. As soon 
fts the huge fi^h feels the smart of the first weapon, he dives, [ 
and carries the shaft with all its bladders along with hiin , , 
on which the boats foUow in his wake, and as he rises con- 
tjuue to fix their weapons till he finds it impossible to sink, 
from the number of floating buoys attached to his body. 
The whale then drowns, and is towed on shore with great 
triumph and rejoicing,* He ia immediately cut up, part 
being dedicated to the feast which concludes the day, and 
the remainder divided among those who shared the dangers 
and glory of the chase. , 

The ingenuity of the Nootta savages in many mechanical ' 
arts was very remarkable. Their manu^ture of harpoons, 
lines, 6ah-hooks, bowa and arrows, their skill in tanning 
and preparing furs, their ingenious manner of forging the 
metals procured from the English into various ornaments 
fiir their wives or favourites, and above all, their art in 
coniitructing canoes, astonished the European and Chinese 
artisans. Of the iron received in exchange for iurs they 
made tools; and it was seldom they could be prevailed on 
to use European utensils in preference to their own, with 
the exception of the saw, the utility of which in abridging 
labour was immediately perceived and made available. 
They formed of the same metal a species of tool for hollow- 
ing out large trees, which purpose it served far better than 
any instrument the carpenters of the Felice could give 
them. In this operation a flat stone was employed in place 
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of an anvil, wliiUt a roand one served ibr a hammer; ^oil^^^| 
with these rude implements they shaped the red-hot iro8^^^| 
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into a tool resemhling a cooper's adze, which they fastenej 
to a wooden handle with cords made of sinews; it was then 
ebarpcned, and proved admimhly adapted for the purposes 
for which it was intended.* 

Af^r the English had been for some time in King 
George's Sound, the AmerieanB began to make nse of e^la 
formed of mats, in imitation of Captain Meares' ship. 
Hannapa got the sailors to rig one of his war-cauoes in the 
English stylo, of which he was extremely proud, never 
oniittiog the oarcmony of hoisting his pendant wLenev«r 
he approached, to the great amusement of the crew. Nt 
long after this, the English were waited upon by Wicananial 
a prince of greater wealth and power than any thoy had 
yet seen, who invited them to visit his kingdom, which lay 
at some distance to the southward, that a commercial inter- 
course might he estabhshed for the advantage of both pap- 
ties. The invitation was accepted, and Wieananiah himself 
met the Felice at some distance from the shore with a small 
fleet of canoes; and, coming on board, piloted them into 
the harbour. They found the capital to be at least thren 
times the size of Nootka. The country roimd was covered 
with impenetrable woods of great extent, in which were 
trees of enormous size. After the king and his chiefs had 
been entertained on board, the English were in return in- 
vited to a feast by AVicananish; and it is not easy to 
ceive a more interesting picture of savage life than is g 
by Meares on this occasion: — "Onentering Ihehonse," 
he, " we weJ'e absolutely astonished at the vast area 
enclosed. It contained a large square, hoarded up close 
all sides to the height of twenty feet, with planks of 



vol. ii 



Id ^" 






,] PALACE OF WICANANISH. 95 

tommon breadth and length. Threeenormous trees, rudely 
irved and painted, formed the rafters, which were sup- 
ported at tbe ends and in the middle by gigantic imageB, 
carved out of huge blocks of timber. The same kind of 
broad planks covered the whole to keep out the rain ; but 
they were so placed as to be removable at pleasure, cither 
to receive the air and light, or to let out the emoke. In 
the middle of this spacioiw room were several fires, and 
beside them largo wooden vessels filled with fish-sc 
Large slices of whales' flesh lay in a state of preparation, 
to be put into similar machines filled with water, into which 
the women, with a kind of tongs, conveyed hot stones from 
very fierce fires, in order to nnike it boil. Heaps of fish 
were strewed about; and in this central part of the square, 
which might properly be called the kitchen, stood large 
seal-skina filled with oil, from whence the guests were 
served with that delicious beverage. The trees that sup- 
ported the roof were of a size which would render the mast 
<»f a first rate man-of-war diminutive on a comparison with 
them; indeed, our curiosity a^ well as our aatonishmeut > 
was at its utmost stretch, when we considered the strength 
which must have been required to raise these enormous 
beams to their present elevation, and how such strength 
could be commanded by a people wholly unacquainted, as 
we supposed, with the mechanic powers. The door by 
which we entered this extraordinary fabric was the month 
of one of these huge images, which, large as it may, from 
this circumstance, be supposed to have been, was not dis- 
proportioned to the other features of its colossal visage. 
We ascended by a few steps on the outside; and, after 
the portal, descended down tbe chin into the house, 
where we found new matter for wonder in the number of 
women, and children who composed the family of the 
which consisted of at least eight hundred persona. 
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These were dirided into groups according to their respec- 
tive offices, which had diEtiiict places aBsigued them. The 
whole of the interior of the building was surrounded by a 
hench, about two feet from the ground, on wHcii the various 
inhabitauts sat, ate, and slept. Tlie chief appeared at the 
upper end of the room surrounded hj' natives of rank, on a 
small raised platform, round which were placed several 
large cheats, over which hung bladders of oil, large slices 
of whales' flesh, and proportiomibla gobbets of blubber. 
Festoons of human skulls, orrangcd with some attention 
to uniformity, were disposed in almost every part where 
they could be placed; and, however ghastly such orna- 
ments appeared to European eyes, they were evidently 
considered by the courtiers and people of Wicananish aa a 
very splendid and appropriate decoration of the royal apart- 
ment." When the English appeared, the guesta had made 
a considerable advance in their banquet. Before each per- 
son was placed a large slice of boiled whale, which, with 
small wooden dishes filled with oil and fish-soup, and a 
muscle-shell instead of a spoon, composed the economy of 
the tabla The servants busily replenished the dishes as 
they were emptied, and the women picked and opened 
some bark, which served the purpose of towels. The 
guests despatched their messes with astonishing rapidity 
and voracity, and even the children, some of them not 
above three years old, devoured the blubber and oil with & 
rapacity worthy of their lathers. Wicananish in the mean- 
time did the honours with an air of hospitable yet dignified 
courtesy, which might have graced a more cultivated 
society. 

At the conclusion of the feast, it was intimated to the 
English that the proper time had arrived to produce thdr 
presents. Upon this a great variety of articles were dis- 
played; among which were several blankets and two copper 
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tea-kettles. On these last, considered to be almoaC ines- 
timable, the eyes of the whole assembly were instantly 
riveted; and a guard was immediately mounted, who kept 
a jealous watch over them till curioshy was gratified; after 
which they were deposited in large cheats, rudely carved 
and fancifully adorned with human teeth. About fifty men 
now advanced into the middle of the apartment, each hold- 
ing up a sea-otter Hklu nearly six feet in length; and while 
they remained in that position the prince delivered a speech, 
. dnring which he gave hie hand in token of friendship to 
l- the captain, and informing him that these skins were the 
letum lie proposed to make for the present ho had juHt 
received, concluded by ordering them to be immediately 
conveyed on board. 

The English now opened a brisk trade, procuring the 
finest fiira, whilst they were supplied with excellent provi- 
sions. Salmon, cod, halibut, rock-fish, and herrings, were 
brought to them fresh from the water; and the women and 
lildren Bold ihcm berries, wild onions, salads, and other 
ralent plants. Wicananish, however, was anxious to 
tabliah a rigid monopoly, and evinced the utmoat jealousy 
leat any neighbouring princes should be admitted to trade 
with the English. None were allowed to go on board 
without his hcense ; and one unfortunate stranger was 
detected without a passport, hurried into the woods, and, 
as waa strongly suspected, instantly put to death. At last ' 
two chiefs, who bad already entered into some transactions 
with Captain Meares, remonstrated against sucli iliiberal- 
ity; and Wicananish, rather than go to war, concluded n 
treaty, which bad the effect of restoring a good nnderatand- 

Kg by mutual sacrifices. Ilanna and Detooche agreed to 
sign to Wicananish all the otter-skins in their possession, 
I condition of receiving the two copper tea-kettles already 
entioned. These last articles, however ludicrous it niay 
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appeiLr in the eyes of European diplomatists, fornied tlia 
grand basis of tlie treaty, and the terms of exchange were 
not arranged without much difficulty. During these pro- 
caedings the English had little opportunity to examins 
the country; but everything which they saw was inviting. 
An archipelago extended from King George's Sound to 
the harbour of Wicananish, most of the islands being 
covered with wood, with few clear spots. The soil was 
rich, producing berries and fruits in abundance, and the 
timber of uncommon size and beauty, conaisting chiefly of 
red oak, large cedar, black and white spruce-fir. In their 
expeditions into the interior they met with frequent grovea, 
where almost every second tree was fit for masta of any 
dimensions.* 

From Wicananish Caplain Meares saited southward 
along a ccast not visited by Cook, of which the chart by 
Mauretle was so inaccurate, that it seemed almost cert^ii 
he had never surveyed it in person. During this voyage 
they were visited by a small fleet of canoes, filled with 
people far more savage than those hitherto met with. The 
face of the chief was bedaubed with black ochre, and pow- 
dered with a glittering sand, which communicated a singular 
fierceness of expression; whilst his manners were rude, and 
gave no encouragetiicnt to any more intimate intercourse. 
Meares continued his survey of the coast as iar north aa 
latitude 40° 37'; after which he retraced his progress, and 
on reaching the Strait of Juan de Fuca, took possession of 
it, with all the usual ceremonies, in the name of the King 
of Great Britain, The existence of this channel, which 
had been doubted since its discovery in 1393, was now 
positively ascertained, and the long-boat was deiipatched 
up the strait under the command of Mr. Duffin, first officer 
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of the Felice. Her crew consisted of thirteen Bailors, well 
armed, and provisioned for a month. la a week, however, 
they returned — with their full complement indeed, but 
every one of them wouudcd. They had been attacked by 
the natives with a ferocity and determination which set at 
nought the usual terror of fire-arma. The assailants used 
their bowa and arrows, clubs, spears, stone-bludgeons, and 
alings, with great skill and courage. The boat itself 
showed this, being pierced in numerous places with the 
barbed arrows, many of which were still sticking in the 
awning, which, by intercepting the heavy showers of these 
misfliles, and breaking the fall of the large stones discharged 
fi^m the slings, was the principal means of preserving the 
lives of the crew. 

On returning down the strait, they were met by a canoe 
paddled by two subjects of Wicananish; and after purchas- 
ing some fish, were about to bid them farewell, when the 
savages made them aware that they still bad another com- 
modity to dispose of, and lo their inexpressible hoiTor 
exhibited two human heads still dripping with blood. 
" They held up these detestable olyects by the hair," says 
Meares, " with an air of triumph and exultation; and when 
the crew of the boat discovered signs of disgust and detes- 
tation at HO appalling a spectacle, the savages, in a tone 
and with looks of extreme satisfaction, informed them that 
they were the heads of two people belonging to Tatootche, 
the enemy of their own king Wicananish, whom they had 
recently slain."* 

This last occurrence threw a gloom over the spirits of 
the ship's company, and caused them to make more minute 
inquirica into the habits of the savages, which brought to 
light some very extraordinary circumstanci' ' Mild and 
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amiable as were tlie general mnnneni of the inhabitants of 
Nootka Sound, it was discoyered, by their own ponfession, 
that they not only tortured captivea with every refinement 
of crnelty, but feasted on human flesh. Callicum, a chief 
descrihed by Mearea es a model of kindness and even of 
delicacy in his intercourse willi the Englisli. acknowledged 
that he slept nightly on a pillow filled with human skulls, 
which he often exhibited oa trophies of his valour. Maquilla 
betrayed his cannibal propensities in a manner still more 
decided ; — " It flo happened that the chief, in ascending the 
»ide of the ship, by some untoward accident received a hnrt 
in the leg. Orders were immediately given to the snrgeon 
to attend, and when he was about to apply a plaster to the 
wound, Maquilla ahnolutcly refused to submit, but sucked 
himself the blood which freely flowed from it ; and when 
we expressed' our astonishment and disgust at such conduct, 
he replied by licking bis lips, patting his belly, and 
exclaiming, ' Cloosh, cloosh I' or ' Good, good !' Nor did 
he now hesitate to confess that he ate human flesh, and to 
express the delight he took in banqueting upon his fellow- 
creatures ; not only avowing the practice, but informing the 
crew, as they slood shuddering at the etory, that not long 
before this the ceremony of killing and eating a slave had 
taken place at Friendly Cove." • ITiis acknowledgment 
was coniirmed by Callicum and Hannapa, who, protesting 
they had never tasted the smallest bit of human flesh 
themselves, described Maquilla as peculiarly fond of it, 
and in the practice of killing a slave once a month to 
gratify his unnatural appetite. Perhaps there might be 
Bome exaggeration in this; but the ghastly omamenU 
of Wicansnish's dining-room, the extraordinary pillow of 
Callicum, the exposure of men's heads and limbs for salc^ 
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and the admiaaion of lie chief hiinself, sufBcienlly proT» j 
the esiBtenca of this alrocioua euBtom, whatever might bft j 
the extent to which it was carried. 
For a long time the Engliidi thought the ialiabitantg 
bad no religious hclief whatever. To the huge misBhapen 
imagea seen in their houses they address no homage; they 
had neither priests nor temples, nor did they offer any 
eacrifices ; hut an accidental circunistanco led to the dis- 
isovery that, though devoid of all superstitious ohservanceH, 
and wholly ignorant of the true God, they were not without 
t, cettaia species of mythology, including the belief of au 
existence after death. "This discovery," says Mearea, 
*' arose from our inquiries on a very different subject. On 
expressing our wish to he informed by what means they 
became acquainted with copper, and why it was such a 
peculiar object of their adDiiratioii, a son ot Hannapa, one 
of the Noolkan chiefs, a youth of uncommoa sagacity, 
informed ua of all he knew on the subject; and we found, 
to our Burpriee, that his story involved a little aketch of 
their religion." When words were wanting, he supplied 
^^^ the deficiency by those expressive actions which nature or ^^J 
^^^L necessity seems to cominunicate to people whose language ^^^M 
^^^H is imperfect ; and the young Nootkan conveyed his ideas ^^^| 
^^^F by signs so skilfully as to render them perfectly inlelli- H 

' gihle. He related his story in the following manner; — ' 

" He first placed a certain number of sticks on the ground, 
ti small distances from each other, to which be gave 
aeparate names. Tlius, he called the first his father, and 
the next his grandfather : he then took what remained, and 
threw them all into confusion together, as much as to say I 

that they were the general heap of his ancestors, whom he I 

could not individually reckon. He then, pointing to thb I 

bundle, said, when they lived, an old man entered the ] 

Sound in a copper canoe, with copper paddka, and £ 
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thing else in his pDaaeasion of the name metal ; that he 
paddled along the shore, on which all the people were 

ambled to contctnplnte so strange a sight, and that, 
having thrown one of his copper paddies on shore, he 
himself landed, The extraordinary stranger then told the 
natives that he canio from the sky, to which the boy 
pointed with bis hand ; tbat their country would one day 
he destroyed, when they would all be killed, and rise 

[in to live in the place from whence lie came. Our 
young interpreter explained this circumstance of his narra- 

a by lying down as if he were dead, and then, rising op 
Haddenly, he imitated the action as if he were aoaring 
through the air. He continued to infonn us that the 
people killed the old man and took his canoe, from which 
event they derived their fondness for copper, and he added 
that the images in their honees were intended to represent 
the form, and perpetuate the misaion, of this supernatural 
person who came from the sky." * 

As the objects of this voyage were principally of a com- 
mercial nature, Captain Meares had better opportunities to 
observe the character of the natives than to explore the 
coast or the interior of the country. The range of his 
navigation, extending only from Nootkn Sound to the lati- 
tude of 49° 37' north, disclosed no regular continuity of 
land, but in every direction large islands, divided by deep 
sounds and channels. The time 1^'hich this intelligent 
seaman could spare was not enough to complete the survey; 
hnt judging from what he did see, he was led to the belief 
that the entire apace from St. George's Sound to Hudson's 
Bay and Davis' Strait, instead of a continent, was occaped 
by an immenBe archipelago, through which might reach k 
passage from the Pacific into the Atlantic Ocean. " The 



m 



fs- Voysges, ToL ii. p, 



M 



«.] 



F VANCOUVER. 



lo; 



channels of this arcbipelagn," says he, in his memoir on 

the probable existence of a north-west pasHago, " were 

found to he wide and caxiaciouF, with near two hundred 

fathoms depth of water, and huge promontories stretching 

out into the sea, where whales and sea-otters were seen in 

an incredible ahundance. In some of these channels thera 

are islands of ice, which we may venture to say could never 

have been formed on the western aide of America, which 

poBsessea a mild and moderate climate; so that their 

existence cannot be reconciled to anv other idea, than that 

they received their fonnation in the Eastern Seas, and have 

been drifted by tides and currents through the passage for 

Bhose existence we are contending." * 

To determine this great question, and complete an accn- 

i ftie Burvey of the north-west coant of America, Capt^n 

■ Vancouver, an excellent officer, who had received his pro- 

Rifeasional education under Cook, was despatched in 1790; 

I'liid commencing hia voyage at Cape Mendocino, in latl- 

i 41", he mailed northward two hundred and nineteen 

leagues to the Strait of Juan de Fuca, never losing sight 

I ■ of the aurf which dashed against the shore, taking once or 

Bitwice every day the meridional altitude, and minutely 

loting the position of the most conspicuous points. The 

I coast presented an impenetrable banier against 

ipproach from the sea, and no opening was found to afford 

i vessels the smallest shelter. He then explored tha 

rait of Juan de Fuca; and having satisfied himself that 

) passage acroEs America was to be discovered there, 

levoted his time to the survey of the labyrinth of islands, 

f^flounda, and inlets, between 60° and 60° of latitude. After 

.ft aeries of patient and scientific observations every way 

worthy of the school in which he had been bred, he ascer- 



k 



• Meare*' Vujsgce, toI. ii. p. 243. 



101 



[181 S. 



tained the grand fact that the coast was througliout con- 
tinuous, and tiiuH dispelled ali l^ope of a nurtli-west passage 
in this quarter. It waa bis faie to encounter not a little 
unreasonahle scepticism when the result waemade public: 
and, like many other travellers and navigators, he found too 
much reason to complmn of those lazy cIoaet-philoBophers 
who refuse to admit any testimony which happens to con- 
tradict their own preconceived theoriea. Time, however, 
has done him justice, and fully confirmed the accuracy of 
his report. 

After the diBnstrous reault of the expedition of Behring, 
more than eighty years elapsed hefore Russia thought 
proper to pursue the career of discovery on the extreme 
coasts of North-western America, At length Connt 
BomanzofT, a scientific and patriotic nobleman, determined 
to despatch Lieutenant Kotzebue on a voyage to the 
Btraits which bear the name of that great mariner. His 
equipiuent consisted of a sing;le vessel, the Rurick, 100 
tons burden, with twenty-two sailors, a surgeon, and a 
botanist. Having doubled Cape Horn, he arrived on the 
19th June 181G at Awatscha. Continuing his course, 
ho passed the houndaiy explored by Behring, and on 
the 1st of August descried on his right, in latitude 68", 
a broad opening, which he trusted would prove the long- 
Bought-for passage. Having entered, he landed on the 
beach, ascended a neighbouring hill, and saw nothing but 
water as far as the eye could reach. Full of ardent expec- 
tation, he employed a fortnight in examining this sound, 
making a complete circuit of its nhorcs. No outlet, how- 
ever, was discovered, except one, which it appeared almost 
certain communicated with Norton Sound, and Kotzebue 
resumed his voyage, which, however, was attended with 
no new or important results. To this ann of the sea, 
the discovery of which forms the priucipal featura i) 
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his onterpriae, be baa very properly communicatod his I 

With Kotzeliae tenninatea oar account of the progress ' 
of discovery upon the north-western shores of America; 
for an outline of the survey made by Captain Beeehey 
belongs to a future portion of this disquisition. It is a 
pleasing reflection, that almost exclusively to the British 
navy belongs the hard-earned praiflu of having explored 
nearly the whole of this coast, with an accuracy which 
leaves nothing to be desired by the most scientific navi- 



CHAPTER lir. 

IHeame and Sir A tfxandtr Mackennt. 
Fin 
Exp 
Having completed a brief sketch of the progress of dis- 
covery along the wide extent of the eastern and western 
tihores of North America, frora the iirst expedition of Cabot 
Id the latest attempts of Kotzebue, two important subjects 
present themselves — the rise of the fur-trade, and the 
great discoveries which were achieved by British aubjecis 
connected with this branch of commercial enterprise. The 

•(Ucpedition of Cartier conferred on the French that title to 
file countries round the St. Lawrence which results from 
priority of discovery ; and other circumstances combined to 
direct their efforts chiefly to the colonization of the more 
northern tracts of America. Amongst these causes may be 
reckoned the disastrous failure of their attempt to establish 
ft aettlenient in Florida, the great power of the Spaaiarda 
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in d)Rt qimrtCT, and the pre- occupation of tlia middle 
regions of the continent by the English. In 1598, the 
Sieur de la Eflche, a Breton gentleman of ancient family, 
obtained from Henry IV. a palent, equally niilimited with 
that granted by Elizabeth t* Gilbert and Raleigh, He 
was nominated Lieutenant- General of Canada, Hocbelaga., 
Newfoundland, Labrador, and of the countries lying on the 
Itiver of the great Bay of Norimbega {meaning the St. 
Lawrence), and the supreme command, both civil and mili- 
tary, was concentrated in his single person. Ilia prepara- 
tions were singularly disproportionate to these high-aoond- 
ing titles, and the whole expedition was unfortunate. La 
Roche, with a small squadron, and crews consisting prin- 
cipally of convicted felons, landed on Sable Island, near 
the coast of Nova Scotia. From this barren spot, ill 
adapted for a Rettlemont, he reached the oppo.site shore, 
which be surveyed ; and having intrusted the tcmporaty 
command of the colony to an inferior otBcer, he returned 
to Prance to procure additional supplies. On arriving in 
Brittany, a dispute arose between him and the Duke de 
Mercosur, a nobleman enjoying theeonfidenceof the French 
monarch, by whose influence the royal Tavour was wholly 
withdrawn from La Roche. That adventurer, deprived of 
all means of prosecuting his enterprise in the New World, 
soon after died of a broken heart. 

Meantime the colony on Sable Island were exposed to 
famine and disease, and totally neglected by the king, 
amid the occupation and excitement of his vast political 
sehcraes. Their existence was at length accidentally 
recalled to the mind of Henry, who, in deep remorse for his 
forgetfulncMs, despatched a vessel, which on its arrival found 
only twelve survivors. They had formed a hovel of the 
planks of a shipwrecked Spanish vessel, supported ihctn- 
Eelves by fishing, and replaced their worn-out E\ 
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garments with the skinB of the aea-wolf. On their return 
to France, the monarch was greatly moved by the account 
(rf thiar sufferings, corroborated as it was by their emaciated 
Bnd haggard aspect, matted hair, beards which almost swept 
the ground, and singular dress. He hastened to compcn' 
Bate for his neglect, by granting to auch as were felons a 
free pardon, and presenting to each a sum of fifty crowna," 

disasters were followed soon after by an attempt 
of Chanvin and Pontgrave, two fur- merchants, to establish 
ft colony at Tadousaaek, on the mouth of the Saguenay, 
which proved abortive, and gave place to an expedition 

e enlarged scale, planned and conducted by De 
Uonts, a gentleman of Saintonge, whose squadron consisted 
rf forty Tessok. His first settlement was on the Island of 
St Croix, from which he removed to Port Royal, now known 
by the name of Annapolis, where he appears to have aban- 
doned his more pacific designs for the superior excitation 
and profits of piracy. The complaints of the merchants 
engaged in the Newfoundland fishery terminated in the 
recall and disgrace of De Moiits; but Champlnin, on whom 
the command devolved, showed himself every way worthy 
of the trust. From Tadoussaek he removed the principal 
settlement to Quebec, where he built and fortified a town, 
reduced the surrounding territory into cultivation, and 
became the founder of the government of Canada, or New 
France. Leaving bis infant settlement, he next deter- 
mined to penetrate into the interior ; and his emotions of 
wonder and astonishment may be easily conceived, when, 
saoending the St. Lawrence, the raajcBtic forests of Canada 
first met his eye, encircling in their bosom the greatest 
lakes known to exist in thej world. Surveying first tha 
JDuthem bank of the river, and of the Lakes Ontario and 
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Erie, he found thathehadreachedthe very cradle of savage 
life, Hurronnited by nations whose mannera, otcupalioiis, 
and superstitions, were as now as they wore bold and 
terrific. 

To pursue the discoveriea of the French into the interior 
of North America doea not properly fall within the limits 
of this work ; and it ia sufficient at present to observe, that 
after a long and sanguinary struggle between the arms 
of France and England, in the war which broke out in 
1756, Canada was at last subdued by the Engh.'^h, and (be 
possession of the provine* confirmed to Great Britain by 
the treaty of 1763. During the war between the United 
States and the mother country, Upper Canada once mora 
became the theatre of an obstinate contest, which concluded, 
however, unfavourably for the American troops ; and the 
country has since remained an integral part of the British 
dominions. Under the French, the fur-trade, notwithstand- 
ing the rcBtrietions with which commerce was oppressed, 
was carried to a great height, and embraced an immense 
extent of country. It was conducted by a set of hardy 
adventurers, who joined the savages lit their hunting-par- 
ties, and thus collected large cargoes of furs, with which 
they supplied the merchants. The!)- distant inland expe- 
ditions sometimes occupied twelve or even eighteen months; 
and during this period their uninterrupted familiarity with 
the natives almost transformed tbem into as wild and bar- 
barous a condition as that of the tribes with whom they 
associated. " It requires less time," says Sir Alexander 
Mackenzie, " fur a civilized people to deviate into the man- 
ners and customs of savage life, than fur savages to rise 
into a state of civilization. Such was the event with those 
who thus accompanied the natives on their hunting and 
trading excursions ; for they became so attached to the 
Indian mode of life, that they lostallrelishfor their fbi 
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liabitB and native liomea. Hence they derived the title o 
Coureure de Boia, became a kind of pedlara, and wena 
extremely useful to the merchants engaged in the fur trado,^'! 
who gave them the necessary credit to proceed on tlieipB 
commercial undertakings. Three or tuur of these people I 
would join their stock, put their property into a birch-bark 
canoe, which they worked themselves, and would then either 
accompany the natives in their excursions, or penetrate 
at once into the country. At length these voyages extended i 
to twelve or fifteen months, when they returned with rich 1 
cargoes of furs, and followed by great numbers of the I 
natives. During the short time requisite to settle their ' 
accounts with the merchants, and procure fresh credit, 
they generally contrived to squander away all their gains, 
when they returned to renew their favourite mode of life, 
their views being answered, and their labour Euffi.cienily | 
rewarded, by indulging themselves in extravagance and | 
dissipation during the short space of one month in twelve 
or 6fi*en. This indifference about amassing property, and 
the pleasure of living free from all restraint, soon brought 
on a licentiousness of manners, which could not long escape 
the vigilant observation of the missionaries, who had much J 
in to complain of their being a disgrace to the Chris- 1 
religion, by not only swerving from its duties them- \ 
but bringing it into disrepute with those of the I 
itifes who had become converts to it, and consequently I 
'flbstructing the great object to which these piona n 

■oted their lives. They therefore exerted their influence 
procure the suppression of these people ; and accordingly 
allowed to go up the country to traffic with the 
Indians without a license from the French Government." 
This change of system was not at first attended with the I 
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expected benefits ; for the licenses were sold in most i 
Btances to retired officers or their widows, wfao again dis- 
posed of thiim to the fur merchontB, and they of necesaity: ^r- ■ 
recalled to their service the Courcurs de Bois aa tli 
thuu mattera assumed, though by s. aoinewhat n 
fouB process, the same aspect as before. At last military 
posts were established at the confluence of the great lakes, 
ivhieh represaed the excesses of the wood-rmmera, and 
afforded protection to the trade ; whilst under this new 
system, a body of respectahle men, usually retired officers, 
introduced order and regularity in the traffic with the 
natives, co-operated with the efforts of the niiasionariea, 
and extended their intercourse with the various tribes to 
the distance of two thousand five hundred miles, from the 
most civilized portion of the colony to the Lanka of the 
Saskatchewine River in 53° north latitude, and longitude 
102° west." Of these trading commanders two individuals 
attempted to penetrate to the Pacific Ocean, but appear to 
have been unsucceAsful. 

The discoveriea of the Engli^ih in Hudson's Bay, and the 
latest attempts of Fox and James to reach the Pacilic 
through some of its unexplored channels, have been suffi- 
ciently enlarged upon in a former volume ;f but though 
unsucceasful in their great design, the accounts brought 
home regarding the rich furs of theae extreme northern 
shores excited the attention of Grosaeliez, an enterprising 
individual, who undertook a voyage to survey the country, 
and laid before the French Government a proposal for a 
commercial settlement upon the coast. The miniater, 
however, rejected it aa visionary ; and Grosseliez, having 
obtained an introduction to Mr, Montagu, the English 
resident at Fans, was introduced to Prince Rupert, who, 
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atrutk by the probable udvantagea of tiie project, eagerly 
patronized it. By hia interest with the English king, 
he obtained the grant of a ship commanded by Captain 
Za(.hariah Gillam, who sailed with GrosBolicz in 1668, and, 
penetrating to the top of James' Bay, erected Fort Charles 
on the bank of the liupert River. In the succeeding year, 
Prince Rupert, with seventeen other persons, were incorpo- 
rated into a company, and obtained an exclusive right to 
establish settlements and carry on trade in Hudson's Bay. 
Their charter recites, that those adventurers having at their 
own great coat uudertaken an expedition to Hudson a Bay, 
in order (o discover a new passage into the bouth bea, and 
to iind a trade ibr furs, minerals, and other commodities, 
and having made such discoveries as encouraged them to 
proceed in their design, his Majesty granted to them and 
their heirs, under the name of " the Governor and Company 
of Adventurers trading into Hudson's Bay," the power of 
holding and alienating lands, and the sole right of trade ia 
Hudson's Strait, and with the territories upon the coasts of 
the same. They were authorized to fit out ships of war, to 
erect forts, make reprisals, and send home all English sub- 
jects entering the bay without their Heense, and to declare 
war and make peace withany prince or people not Chriatian." 
Instituted with such ample powers, and at first placed 
tmdar the management of enlightened men, this company 
soon arrived at considerable prosperity. They have, indeed, 
been sei-erely censured, as exhibiting little zeal to promote 
discovery, and for uniformly opposing every attempt on the 
part of their servants to solve the long-agitated question of 
a north-west passage. There appears to have been much 
personal piqne in these accusations; and the expedition of 
Knight, in ITiil, fitted out on the most liberal scale at the 
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company's expense, and the tenor of their origiuol ii 
tions to their governor, certainly prove that they were not 
oneraiea to the cause of diacovery ; whilst the failure of the 
voyages of Middleton in 1742, and of Captains Moore and 
Smith in 1746, must at length h&ve convinced the bitterest 
opponents of the company, that if they had not discovored 
the long-expecied passage in aome of the atraitfl leading 
into Hudson's Bay, it was for the very auflicient reason that 
such did not exist. But the most remarkable refutation of 
these allegations is to he found in the important and interest- 
ing journey of Heame, from Prince of Wales' Fort to the 
Northern Ocean, brought to a Bucce^Bfut termination in 1772, 
irhicli, in itfi origin and progress, merits our particular 
attention. 

The native Indians, who range over rather than inhabit 
(be large tract of country north of Churchill River, having 
repeatedly hroughl specimens of copper ore to the company's 
factory, it was plausibly conjectured that these hud been 
found not far from the British settlements ; and aa t^e 
savages affirmed that the mines were not very distant from 
a large river, it was imagined, most erroneously as was 
proved by the result, that this stream must empty itself into 
Hudson's Bay. In 17C8, the Indiana, who came to trade 
at Prince of Wales' Fort, brought farther aceounts of this 
river, exhibiting at the same time samples of copper, which 
they affirmed to be the produce of a mine in its vicinity. 
The governor now resolved to despatch an intelligent 
person across the continent to obtain more precise informa- 
tion. Samuel Hcarne was chosen for this service, a man 
of great hardihood and sagacity, bred in the employment 
of the company, and who, without pretensions to high scien- 
tific attainments, possessed sufficient knowledge to enable 
him to construct a chart of the country through which ba 
travelled. Hia iastructions directed him to proceed 
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borders of the country of the Athabasca Indians, where it \ 
e would meet with a river repreaented hy i 
the Indiaus to abound with copper ore, and to he so far to [ 
the north that in the middle of sununer the sun did not , 
set. It was called by the natives Neetha-san-san Dazey, o 
the Far-off Metal lliver; and Mr. Hearne was directed to J 
explore its course to the mouth, where he was to determine { 
the latitude and longitude, to ascertain whether it was 
navigable, and to judge of the practieahility of a settlement. 
He was enjoined also to examine the mines alleged to exist 
in that district, the nature of the soil and its productions, 
and to make every inquiry and observation towards dis- 
covering the north-west passage.* 

On the 6th of November 1769 he set out from Prince of 
Wales' Fort, Hndson's Bay, upon this perilous journey. 
He was accompanied by two Englishmen only — Ilbester, 
a sailor, and Merrimau, a landsman ; by two of the Home- 
guard Southern Indians — a name given to those natives 
I lesiding as servants on the company's plantation, and em- 
I 'ployed in hunting ; and by eight Northern Indians, under 
[ tiie command of Captain Chawchinahaw and Lieutenant 
1 Nabyah. He was provided with ammunition for two years, 
Bssary iron implements, a tew knives, tobacco, and 
Otlier usefol articles. As to his personal outfit, hit; stock 
consisted simply of the shirt and clothes he wore, one apare 
coat, a pair of drawers, as much cloth as would make two 
or three pairti of Indian stockings, and a blanket for his 

E" The nature of travelling long journeys," be observes, 
lese countries will not admit of carrying even the most 
on article of clothing; so that the traveller is obliged 
lend on the district he traverses for his dress as well 
I sustenance," The baseness and treacheiy of tha 
♦ Heame's JoiiniEy, Introdnition, p. iO. 
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Indians, however, soon put a period to the first joTim^, and 
the desertion of Chawchinahaw, with his whole escort, 
rendered it absolutely necessary for the little party t« make 
the best of their way hack to the fort, where they arrived 
on the 8th of December, after penetrating only two hundred 
miles into the interior. 

It was now determined to resume the expedition with 
greater precautions against failure. The Indian women 
who accompanied their huabanda in the first journey were 
left behind, as were the two Eng-lishmcn, who had been of 
little service; and inatead of the treacherous Chawchinahaw, 
Heame selected an Indi an nam edConnequeesee,whoaffinncd 
he was acquainted with the country, having once been near 
the river, the discovery of which formed one great object 
of the journey. Attended by this man, along with three 
Northern Indians and two of the Home-guard natives, the 
traveller once more set out on the 23d February, whilst the 
snow was so deep on the top of the ramparts of the fort, 
that few of the cannon could be see.n. After undei^ing 
the severest extremities from hunger and fatigue, Mr. 
Ileanie reached in August the Kiver Doobaunt, in latitude 
63° 10 north. The progress thus far, however, had been 
painiul beyond measure, owing to the difficulty of pnahing 
forward through a wild unexplored country, intersected 
with rivers, lakes, and woods, at the outset thickly covered 
with anew ; and on the approach of the warmer months bo 
flooded and marshy, as to render travelling on foot inex- 
pressibly fatiguing. To add to this, the voracity, iinprovi- 
denee, and indolence of the Indiana, subjected the party to 
repeated distress. If from fishing or hunting a larger 
supply than usual was procured, instead of using it with 
moderation, and laying up n store for future necessities, tktl 
was devom^ by the savages, who, like the boa after he 
has gorged his prey, coiled themselves up, and 
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in a Btate of sleepy torpor tiU the call of hunger agmn 
roused them to activity. 

At first the party subBiated without difficulty on the fish 
which iibounded in the lakes and rivers ; but in the begin- 
ning of April they entirety disappeared ; and as the " goose 
season," or period when the geese, swans, ducks, and other 
migratory hirds, resort to these latitudes, was yet distant, 
they began to eufier grievoualy fern want of provisions, 
Oecasioually they were relieved by killing a few deer or 
musk-OKen ; but the ground and the brushwood were so 
saturated with moisturfe from the melting of the snow, that 
to kindle a fire was impossible. With their clothes drenched 
in rain, and their spirits depressed, they were compelled to 
eat their moat raw~a necessity grievous at all times, but 
in the case of the flesh of the nraak-ox, which is rank, 
tough, and strongly impregnated with the sickening sub- 
stance from which it derives its name, peculiarly repulsive 
and unwholesome,* 

The simple and modest manner in which these severs 
snfferingB are described by Hearne is peculiarly striking. 
" To record," says he, " in detail each day's fare sinc« the 
commencement of this journey, would be little more than a 
dull repetition of the same occurences. A sufficient idea of 
it may be given in a few words, by observing that it may 
justly be said lo have been either all feasting or all famine ; 
sometimes we had too much, seldom jnat enough, frequently 
too little, and often none at all. It will be only necessary 
to say, that we fasted many times two whole days and 
nights, twice upwards of three days, and once, while at 
Shenanhee, near seven days, during which we tasted not 
a mouthfitl of anything, except a few cranberries, water, 
scraps of old leather, and burnt bones." On thesi" pressing 
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I, Hearne often saw the Indiana examine their 
wardrobe, which consisted chiefly of skin clothing, consider- 
ing attentively what part could best be spared, when some- 
times a piece of haK-rotten deer-skin, mid at others a. pair 
of old shoes, would be sacrificed to alleviate extreme hunger. 
" Nona of our natural wants," he observes, " if we except 
thirst, are so diatressing or hard to endure as hunger, and 
in wandering situations like that which 1 now esperienced, 
the hardship is greatly aggravated by the uncertainty with 
regard to ita duration, and the means moat proper to be 
naed to remove it, aa well as by the labour and fatigue we 
must necessarily undergo for that purpose, and the disip- 
poiutmenta which too frequently fiTistrated our best concerted 
plans and most strenuous exertions. It not only enfeebles 
the body, but depresses the spirits, in spite of every effort 
to prevent it. Besides which, for want of action, the sto- 
mach so far loses ita digestive powers, that, after long fast- 
ing, it resumes its office with pain and reluctance. During 
this journey I have too frequently experienced the dreadful 
effects of this calamity, and more than once been reduced 
to so low a state by hunger and fatigue, that when Provi- 
dence threw anything in my way, my stomach haa been 
scarcely able to retain more than two or three ounces without 
producing the most oppressive pain."* 

On Both June they arrived at a small river called Catha- 
whachaga, which empties itself into Whito Snow Lake, in 
64° north latitude. Here, aa the guide declared they could 
not that summer reach the Coppermine Kiver, Hearne 
determined to pass the winter, with the intention of pushing 
on to his destination in 1771. They accordingly forsook 
their northward route, and taking a westerly conrae, were 
joined in a few days by many troops of wandering Indianii ; 
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that by the 30th July they mustered about Heventy 

ita, containing nearly six hundred souls, and on moving; 

the morning the whole ground He«nied alive with men, 
women, children, and dogs. The deer were bo plenty that, 
though lately five or sis indlviduah had almost perished 
from hunger, this numerous body supported themselves with 
great ease, and often killed their game for the skins, leaving 
the carcass to be devoured by the foxes.* In this manner, 
engaged alternately in hunting and fishing, making obscr- 
vationB on the country, and studying the extraordinary 
manners of his associates, the English traveller was pre- 
paring for his mnter sojourn, when an accident rendered 
hifl quadrant useleas, and compelled him, on 13th August, 
to set out on his return to the fort. 

The hardahips he endured on his route homeward were 
various and accumulated : He was plundered by the Nor- 
ttiem Indians, who, adding insult to injury, entered hia 
tent, smoked a pipe which they filled with the white man'a 
tobacco, asked to see his luggage, and without waiting for 
an answer, turned the bag inside out, and spread every 
article on the ground. The work of appropriation was 
equally rapid, and the empty hag was flung to the owner; 
but a fit of compunction seizing them, they restored a knife, 
Kt awl, and a needle. On begging hard for hia razors, 
they consented to give up one, and added enough of soap 
to shave him during the remainder of his journey, making 
Lim understand that the surrender of these articles called 
for hia warmejst gratitude. 

Aa the cold weather approaclied, the party thus plundered 
Bnffered grievously from want of that warm deer-skin 
dotfaing used hy the Indians at this season. A dress rf 

B kind is rather costly, requiring the prime parts of from 
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eight to eleven skiiiB. These Heame at last managed to 
rollect; but sa the Iiidian women alone could prepare them, 
be was compelled to carry this load along with him from 
day to day, earnestly begging the natives at each suc- 
ccBBivo resting-place to permit their wives to dress his 
skins. Ue met, however, withasurly anduniformrefasal; 
and at last, after bearing the harden for several weeks, was 
forced to throw it off, and eustiun the cold as he best eould. 
without either akin- clothing or snow-shoes. When con- 
tinuing their course in this forlorn condition to the south- 
east, they met with Captain Matonabbee, a powerful and 
intelligent chie:^ who was then on his way (o Prince of 
"Wales' Fort with furs and other articles of trade. It was 
this person who brought the accounts of the Coppermine 
River, which indneed the company to fit out the eipedi- 
tioa, and he was naturally interested in its success. He 
evinced the utmost activity in relieving their wants, fm-- 
niahed them with a warm £uit of otter and other skins; 
and, not being able to provide them with snow-shoe^ 
directed them to a small range of woods, where they found 
materials for both shoes and sledges. Matonabbee then 
treated the party to a feast, and took occasion, in hia con- 
versation with Heame, to explain the causes of his fiiilare, 
and to offer his assistance iu athird expedition. He attri- 
buted all their misfortunes to the misconduct of the guide, 
&nd to their having no women with them. " In an expedi- 
tion of this kind," said he, " when all the men are so heavily 
laden that they neither can hunt nor travel to any consid- 
erable disfance, in case they meet with success in hunting, 
who is to carry the produce of their labour? Women were 
made for labour; one of them can carry or haul as much 
&s two men can do. They also pitch our tents, make and 
r clothing, keep us warm at night; and, in &ct, 
there is no such thing as travelling any considerable is- 
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tance, or for any length of time, in this country without 
them; and yet though they do everything, they are main- 
tained at a trifling expense; for, aa they aiways act the 
<;ook, the very licking of their fingers in scarce times is 
sufficient for their suhsiatenee."* Assisted hy this friendly 
chief; the English traveller again set forward, and after 
experiencing an intense degree of cold, by which the 
favourite dog in his sledge was frozen to death, he reached 
the fort on 25th November, having been abaent eight 
mouths and twenty-two daya, Mafonabbee arrived a few 
daya after. 

Though twice compelled to return, Heame, whose spirit 
was not to be overcome hy fatigue or disappointment, 
offered his services to proceed on a third journey, which 
waH ullimalely crowned with success. For this be engaged 
Matonabbee as guide, and declined taking any Home- 
guard Indians. Their place, however, was occupied accord- 
ing to the principles already laid down, by seven of Maton- 
abbee's wives, who, by the assistance they afforded, did no 
disparagement to the singular picture of female activity 
which he had drawn. They set out on the Tth of Decem- 

(ber, and notwithstanding frequent privations, want of food, 
Bd intense cold, their aufieringH were not so aggravated 
U in the former attempts. The country through which 
they passed towards the west was wild and barren, occa- 
sionally covered with thick shrubby woods of stunted pine 
and dwarf juniper, studded with frequent lakes and swampa 
whose aides were fringed with willows. Through this 
ground they travelled in high spirits, but rather on short 
commons, owing to the scarcity of deer and the impro- 
vidence of the Indians, who consumed everything 
store during the first daya of their march, trusting to find 

^L * Ileania'a Journey, p. 55. 
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a 3tock of proviaiona which they had hid in a certain spot 
on their way to the fort^ On reaching the plat*, however, 
they discovered that the provisions bad been carried off; 
and the equanimity with which the Indians bore the dis- 
appointment, and travelled forward under the conjoined 
miaeries of hunger and fatigue, was very striking. At last 
they succeeded in killing a few deer, and half*^! to take 
some refreahmeut. For a whole day they never ceased 
eating, and an additional repast on two large buck-deer, 
which they killed a few days after, at last fairly overcaone 
Captain Matonabbee, who, after devouring at one sitting 
as niDch as would have satisfied six moderate men, seemed 
somewhat unreasonably astonished to find himneLf indisposed. 
Having recovered from the efiects of this surfeit, they 
proceeded from Island Lake towards the main branch of 
the Cathawhachttga, which they crossed, and directing their 
course by Partridge Lake and Snow Bird Lake, arrived on 
the 2d March at a large tent of Northern Indians, not tar 
from the Doobaunt Whole River. Although these people 
had remained in the same spot since the beginning of 
winter, they found a plentiful subsistence by catching deer 
in a pound. Their mode of accomplishing this ia to select a 
well-freiiuBnted deer-path, and enclose with a strong fence 
of twisted trees and brushwood a space about a mile in 
circumference, and sometimes more. The entrance of the 
pound is not larger than a common gate, and its inside is 
crowded with innumerable small hedges, in the openings of 
which are fixed snares of strong well-twisted thongs. One 
end is generally fastened to a growing tree; and as all the 
wood and jungle within the enclosure is left standing, its 
interior forms a complete labyrinth. On e-nch side of the 
door, a line of small trees, stuck up in the snow fifteen or 
twenty yards apart, form two sides of an acute angle, 
widening gradually from the entrance, from which they 
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aometimeB extend two or three miles. Between these rows 
of brushwood runs the path frequented by the deer. When 
all things a^e prepared, the Indians ttike their station on 
eorae eminence commanding a prospect of this path, and 
the moment any deer are seen going that way, the whole 
encampment — men, women, and children — steal under 
cover of the wooda till they get behind them. They then 
show themselves in the open ground, and, drawing up in 
the form of a crescent, advance with shouts. The deer 
finding themBelvea pursued, and at the eame time imagining 
the rows of brushy poles to be people stationed to prevent 
their passing on either side, run straight forward till they 
get into the pound. The Indiana instantly close in, block 
up the entrance, and whilst the women and children ran 
round the ontside to prevent them from breaking or leaping 
the fence, the men enter with their spears and bows, and 
speedily despatch such as are caught in the anarea or are 



M'Lean, a gentleman who spent twenty-five years in the 
Hudson's Bay territories, asaures ua that, on one occasion, 
he and a party of men entrapped and slaughtered in thiB 
way a herd of three hundred deer in two hours. 

On the 8th of April they reached an island in a email ' 
lake named Thelowey-aza^weth, and pitched their tent; 
and aa the deer were numeroua, and the party, which had 
been joined by various wandering Indians, now amounted 
to BBventy persons, they determined to remain for some 
time, and make preparations for their enterprise in the 
ensuing summer. They were busily employed during 
their intervala from hunting, in providing; staves of birch 

_>bout one and a quarter inch square and seven or eight 

lAet long, which served for tent-polea all tl 
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were converted into snow-fltoes in winter. Birch- 

with timbeni and other wood for canoes, formed aim 
jects of attention; and as Clowey, the place fixed upon 
building their canoes, was still many miles distant, all the 
wood was reduced to its proper size, to make it light for 
carriage. At this place Matonahbee solaced himself by 
purchasing from some Northern Indians another wife, who 
i and sinews might have shamed a grenadier. 
"Take them in a body," says Heame, "and the Indian 
are as destitute of real beauty as those of any 
nation I ever saw, although there are i^ome few of them 
when young who are tjilerable; but the care of a familji 
added to tlieir constant hard labour, soon make the 
beautiful amongst them look 

they are thirty, and several of the more ordinary odm 
that ago are perfect antidotes to the tender passion. 
t NortLeni Indian what is beauty? be will answer, 
broad flat face, small eyes, high cheek-bones, three or 
broad black lines across each cheek, a low forehead, a. 
broad chin, a hook nose, and atawny hide. These beai 
ire greatly heightened, or at least rendered more val 
if the possessor is capable of dreasing all kinds of 
and able to carry eight or ten stone in summer, and to hi 
a far greater weight in winter. Such and similar 
plishmentt are all that are sought after or expected in «s 
Indian Northern woman. As to their temper, it is of 

I little consequence ; for the men have a wonderful facility 
in making the most stubborn comply with as much 
B9 could he expected from those of the mildest a 
obliging turn of mind."* 
Before starting from this station, Matonabbee took ths 
precaution of sending in advance a small parly with the 
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wood and birch-rind; they were directed to press forward 
to Clowey, a lako near the barren ground, and there build 
the boat, to be ready upon their arrival. When 
journey wbb about to be resumed, one of the women 
taken in labour. The moment the poor creature was 
delivered, " which," saya Heame, " was not till she had 
Buffered a severe labour of fifty-two hours," the signal w 
made for setting forward ; the mother took her infant i 
her back, and walked with the rest; and though another 
person had the humanity to haul her ttledge for one day 
only, she was obliged to carry a considerable load in ad- 
dition to her little one, and was compelled frequently to 
wade knee-deep in water and wet snow. Amidst all thi; 
her looks, pale and emaciated, and the moans which burst 
frora her, sufficiently proved the intolerable pain she en- 
dured, but produced no effect upon the hard hearts of her 
husband and hia companions. When an Indian woman is 
taken in labour, a small tent ia erected for her, at such a 
dietance from the encampment that her cries cannot be 
heard, and the other women are her attendants, no male 
except children in ai-ma ever offering to approach; and 
even in the most critical cases no assistance is ever given — 
a conduct arising irom the opinion that nature is sufficient 
to perform all that is necessary. When Heame informed 
them of the assistance derived by European women (rom 
the skill and attention of regular practitioners, their answer 
was ironical and characteristic : " No doubt," said they, 
" the many hump-backs, bandy legs, and other dcfomiitiee 
80 common amongst you English, are owing to the great 
skill of the persons who aaaiated in bringing them into the 
Drld, and to the extraordinary care of their nurses after- 
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In eleven days they travelled a distance of eighty-five 
miles, and on 3d May arrived at Clowey, where they 
joined, by some strange Indians, and commenced the 
portant husineas of building their canoes. The party 
ahead for thia purpose arrived only two days before, 
had made no progress in joining the timbers they had 
ried along with them. The whole tools used hy an Indian 
in this operation, in making snow-shoes and all other kinds 
of wood-work, are a hatchet, a knife, a file, and an awl; 
hut in the use of these they are very dexterous. In shape, 
their canoes bear some resemblance to a weaver's shuttle, 
having flat-bottoms, with Btraight upright sides, and sharp 
at each end. The stern is the widest part, being con- 
structed for the reception of the baggage; and occasionally 
it admits a second person, who lies at full length 
bottom of the little vessel, which seldom exceeds twi 
or thirteen feet in length, and about twenty inches 
fuet in breadth at the widest part. The forepart is 
necessarily long and narrow, and covered with birch-baric, 
which adds to the weight withont contributing to the burden 
of the canoe. The Indians, for the most part, empl(r^ a 
single paddle ; double ones like those of the Esquimaux 
are seldom used unless by hunters, who lie in ambush for 
the purpose of killing deer as they eroas rivers and narrow 
lakes. Upon the whole, their vessels, though formed of 
the same materials as those of the Southern Indians, ore 
much smaller and lighter; and, from the extreme simpli- 
city of build, are the best that could be contrived for the 
necessities of these poor savages, who are frequently obliged 
to carry them upon their back a hundred and sometimes one 
hundred and fifty miles, without having occasion to Ui 

At Clowey the expedition was joined by nearly 
hundred Indians from various quarters, most of wl 
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built canoes there; and on the 23il May, Mr. Hetime and 
Matonabbee, whose clmracter and consequence efiectaally i 
protected the white man from plunder, proceeded north- 
ward. For eome time they met with no distresses, except 
those occasioned by the intense cold, which had been pre- 
ceded by thunder-storms and torrents of rain. Misfortune, ' 
however, now attacked Malonahhee on the tender side of | 
bis eight wives, the handsomest of whom eloped in the ' 
night, accompanied by another woman. Both having been 
carried o£f by force, it was suspected they had fled to the 
eastward, with the plan of rejoining their former husbands. 
Scarce had tlie savage polygamist recovered from this blow, 
when he experienced a fresh mortification : An Indian of I 
great strength, from whom Matonabbee a short time before 
had purchased a stout, and therefore valuable wife, insisted ' 
on taking her back, unless he instantly surrendered a cer- ' 
tain quantity of ammunition, a kettle, some pieces of iron, 
• and other articles. The hardship of this case arose from i 
■.M extraordinary custom, by which the men are permitted 
I. to wrestle for any woman to whom they are attached, the j 
^ TOtorious party carrying off the prize. It is for this reason I 
ihat the greatest emulation prevails in all athletic exercises 
among the young Indians; and the children are perpetually I 
a trying their powers in wrestling, under the idea that 
U'ihis is the education which will chiefly benefit them when | 
Biey grow up. A weak man seldom long retains a wife 1 
I whose services another wants; for when the help-mates of 
an able-bodied savage are too heavily laden with furs or 
provisions, he maken no scruple of seizing the spouse of his 
weaker neighbour, and transferring part of the burden to 
her hack; whilst, if the injured party cannot challenge the i 
aggressor to a wrestling match, he must not otherwise c( 
plain. The distves'i, therefore, of Matonabbee upon this 
k occasion may be easily accounted for, as he was wounded J 
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his pride and in his property, if not in hi( 
But a personal contest was out of the questjon, 
obliged to purchase his favourite over again, by yielding 
up all that was demanded by his antagonist. This affair 
had nearly proved a serious obstacle to the expedition; for 
BO bitterly did the chief resent the afiront, entflrtainiug the 
highest idead of kis personal conseqaence, that he faod re* 
solved, like a Coriolanua of the New World, to renounce all 
farther alliance with hiB countrymen, andjoin the Athabasca 
Indians, among whom he had formerly resided. But 
Hearne strenuously opposed this project, and at last suc- 
ceeded in dissuading him from it.* 

Having agreed to proceed, Matonabbee, 
prosecution of the enterprise, determined to make some 
arrangements : Ho selected his two youngest 
were unencumbered with children, as alone worthy to 
company hira, whilat the remainder, with all their lugj 
and a considerable number of the men, v 
to await the return of the party from the Cop] 
River. This change of plan, however, was not cai 
through without difficulty. When the hour of separat 
came, and Matonahbee and Ileame set out in the evening 
of Slst May, a low murmur of lamentation proceeded from 
the tents of tLe women who were left behind, which, run- 
ning through all the notes of increasing grief, at last burst 
into a loud yell. This continued as long as the party were 
in sight ; nor was it without much angry expostulation that 
some of them were prevented from following their husbands. 
The Indians, however, regarded all this, which deeply 
affected their European associate, with indifference, walking 
forward without casting behind them a single look or word 
of sympathy, and joyfully congratulating themselvi 
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getting rid of the women, doga, children, and other encnm- 
branees, which added bo greatly to the toil of the journey. 
One article they all carried, although to Heame it appeared 
nnneceasary, conBidering the expedition to be pacific : thia 
was a target of thin hoards two feet broad, and about threo 
feet long. On inquiring for what purpose these ahiclds 
were to_be naed, he discovered that the main consideration 
which reconciled the Indiana lo this expedition was tho 
hope of attacking and murdering the Esquimaux who fre- 
quented the Coppermine River, between whom and the 
other Indian tribes there had long existed a deadly enmity. 
All the argmnenta employed by Heame were insufficient 
to dissuade them from these hostile inlentiona, 

Tlie party having crossed the Arctic circle, arrived at 
Cogead Lake, which they found frozen over ; so that they 
traversed its creeks and bays without the aid of tlieir 
canoes. Thence they directed their ceurae due north, till 
they met with a branch of the Congecathawhachaga River, 
where aome Copper Indiana received them with great kind- 
ness, and readily sent all their canoea to their aaaistance 
— a piece of courtesy particularly seasonable, aa the ice had 
now broken up. To these Indians Hearne explained the 
object of hia journey, and his guide being personally known 
to them, they treated the party, which consisted of one 
hundred and fifty persons, with diatinguiahed honour. A 
feast was given, the English traveller smoked with them 
hia calumet of peace, and their chiefs expressed the greatest 
anxiety that a European settlement should be establiahed 
in the neighbourhood of the Coppermine River. They 
acknowledged they had never found the sea at the mouth 
of the river free from ice; hut with singular simplicity 
seemed to consider this a very trifling objection, observing 
that the water was always ao smooth between the ice and 
the shore that even small boats could sail there with great 
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ease; and ioferring that what a canoe could do, a large 
eiUp miist be sure lo acconipliali. As Ileame was the 6n;t 
wbite man they bad seen, he was surrounded by numbers, 
who examined him with the utmost minuteness. The re- 
sult, however, was satisfectory ; for they at last pronounced 
hiri to be a perfect human being, except in the colour of 
his hair and eyes. The first, they insisted, was like the 
Btained hair of a buflalo's tail, and the last, being light, 
were compared to those of a gull. The whltenesa of his 
skin, also, was a circumstance ou which they demurred a 
little, observing that it looked like meat which had been 
Bodden in water till all the blood was extracted. He con- 
tinued, however, to be viewed with a mixture of curiosity 
and admiratiou, and at his toilet was generally attended 
by a body of the Indians, who, when he used his comb, 
aaked for the hairs which came off. These they carefully 
wrapped up, saying, "When I see you ag^n, you shall 
again see your hair."* 

On reaching Congecathawhachaga, in latitude 68° 4G 
north, Matonabbee deemed it expedient to leave all the 
women, taking the precaution to kill as many deer as wore 
necesdary for their support during bis absence. The flesh 
■was cut into thin slices and dried in the sun — a frequent 
mode of preserving it in these high northern latitudes, bv 
which it is kept palatable and nourishing for a twelve- 
month. Having completed these arrangements, the parly 
resumed their journey on the Ist of July, proceeding 
amidst dreadful storms of snow, and occasional torrents of 
rain, which drenched them to the skin, through a barren 
and desolate country, where it was impossible with the 
wet moss and green brushwood to kindle a fire. Compelled 
to take shelter in caves at night — for they had no U 
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obliged to eat their meat raw, with the enjoyment of no 
higher luxury than a pipe, they yet pnehed forward yfitb 
unshaken perseverance, and, after a week of great suffer- 
ing, had the comfort to ohflerve a complete ehange in the 
weather, which first became moderate, and soon after so 
sultry that it wan sometimeB impossible to move at all. 

Early on the morning of the 13th July, the expedition 
crossed a long chain of hills, from the top of which they 
diBcemed a branch that joins the Coppermine, about forty 
miles from its influx into the sea. Ilere the Indiana killed 
a few fine buck-deer, procured some excellent firewood, 
and, as it was not certain that so favourable an opportunity 
would soon occur again, they sat down with appetites 
aharpened by long privation, apirita raised by the recoUec- 
tioa of hardships overcome, and the almost certain prospect 
of ere long aceomplishing the great object of their expedi- 
tion, to the most cheerful and comfortable meal they had 
enjoyed for a long period. The reader will be amused 
with Heame's description of this delicious repast, and of 
the myslfiries of Indian cookery : — " As such favourable 
opportunities of indulging the appetite," says he, " happen 
but seldom, it ia a general rule with the Indians, which we 
did not neglect, to exert every art in dressing their food 
which the most refined skill in Indian cooking has been 
able to invent, and which consists chiefly in boiling, broil- 
ing, and roasting ; but of all the dishes cooked by these 
people, a becatee, as it is called in their language, is cer- 
tainly the moat delicioua (at least for a ehange) which can 
be prepared from a deer only, without any other ingredient. 
It is a kind of Scotch ' haggis,' made with the blood, a 
good quantity of fat shred small, some of the tendereat of 
the flesh, together with the heart and Inngg, eut, or more 
commonly torn, into small abivers — all which is put into 
Btomach and roasted, by being suspended over the fire 
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by a Htring. Care must be taken that it does not get too 
much heat at fint, as the bag would thereby be liable lo 
be burnt, and the contenta let oat. When it ia sufficiently 
done, it will emit a rich ateam, in the same manner as a 
fowl or a joint of meat, which is as much as to say, ^ Come, 
eat me nowl' and if it be taken in time, before the blood 
or the contents are too much done, it is certainly a mo^t 
delicious morsel, even without pepper, salt, or any other 
aeafloninff."* 

Having regaled themselves in this sumptuous manner, 
and taken a few houra' rest, they once more set out, and, 
after a walk of nine or ten mites, at last arrived at the 
Coppermine. Scarcely had Hearae congratulated himself 
on reaching the great object of his mission, unpacked hid 
surveying instromonts, and prepared to follow its progress 
to the great Arctic Ocean, when one of those dark and 
terrible scenes occurred which are so strikingly character- 
istic of savage life. As soon as Matonabbee and his pat^ 
gained the banks of the river, three spies were sent out to 
discover whether any Esquimaux were in the neighbour- 
hood. After a short absence, they returned with intelli- 
gence that they had seen five tenta, about twelve miles 
distant, on the west side of the river. All was now warlike 
preparation : the guns, knives, and spears, were carefiilly 
examined ; and as they learned that the nature of the ground 
would render it easy to advance miperecived, it was deter- 
niined to steal upon their victims in this manner, and put 
them to death. This plan was executed with the most 
savage exactness; and nothing could present a more dread- 
ful view of human nature in its unenlightened slate, than 
the perfect unanimity of purpose which pervaded the whole 
body of Indiana upon this horrid occasion, although at 
other times they were in no re»pect amenable (o di^ipItBD. 

* JlcKme'a Journey, p. 144. 
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Each man first painted his target, Bome with a represen- 
tation of the sun, others of the raoon, and several with the 
pictnres of beaats and birds of prey, or of imaginary beings, 
which they affirmed to be the inhabitants of the elements, 
upon whose assistance they relied for success in their enter- 
prise. They then moved with the utmost stealth in the direc- 
tion of the tents, taking care not to cross any of the hills 
which concealed their approach. It was a ttiiaerable circum- 
stance that these poor creatures had taken up their abode 
in such ground that their enemies, without being obaeTved, 
formed an ambuscade not two hundred yards distant, and 
lay for some time watehing the motions of the Esquimaux, 
aa if marking their victims. Here the last preparations for 
the attack were made; The Indians tied up their long 
hlach hair in a knot behind, lest it should be blown in their 
eyes ; painted their faces black and red, which gave them 
a hideous aspect ; deliberately tucked up the sleeves of 
their jackets close under the armpits, and pulled off their 
stockings ; whilst some, still more eager to render them- 
selves light for running, threw off their jackets, and stood 
with their weapons in their hands quite naked, exoept their 
breech- clothes and shoes. By the time all were ready it 
was near one o'clock in the morning; when, finding the 
Esquimaux quiet, they rushed from their concealment. In 
an instant, roused by the ahout« of the savages, the unfor- 
tunate wretches, men, women, and children, ran naked out 
of the tents, and attempted to escape ; but the Indians had 
surrounded them on the land side, and as none dared to leap 
into the river, all were murdered in cold blood; whilst 
HcAmo, whom a regard for Ins personal safety had co 
pelled to accompany the party, stood a short way off rootod 
to the ground in horror and agony. 

" The shrieks and groans of the poor expiring wretches," 
be, in hia striking account of this dreadful epi&oda vo. 
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^^H BBvage life, " were truly distressing; and my horror wa^ 

^^H much increased at seeing a young girl, about eighteen years 

^^H of age, killed so near tne that when the first spear was struck 

^^H into her side she fell down at my feet aod twisted round my 

^^M legs, so that it was with difficulty that I could disengage 

^^H myself from her dying grasp. As two Indian men pup- 

^^H sned this unfortunate victim, I solicited very hard for her 

^^P life ; but the murderers made no reply till they had atnek 

both their spears through her body, and transfixed her to 

the ground. They then looked me sternly in the face, and 

began to ridicule me by asking if I wanted an Eaquimaus 

■ wife, whilst they paid not the smallest regard to the shrieks 

and agony of the poor wretch, who was turning round their 
apears like an eel. Indeed, after receiving from them much 
abosive language on the occasion, I was at length obliged 
to desire that they would he more expeditious in despatch- 
ing their victim out of her misery, otherwise I should be 
obliged out of pity to assist in the friendly office of putting 
an end to the existence of a fellow-creature who was bo 
cruelly wounded. On this request being made, one of the 

I Indians hastily drew his spear &om the place where it waa 

at first lodged, and pierced it through her breast near the 
heart. The love of life, however, even in this most miser- 
able state, was so predominant, that though this might bo 
justly called the most merciful act which could be done for 
the poor creature, it seemed to he unwelcome ; for, though 
much exhausted by pain and loss of blood, she mode several 
efforts to ward off the friendly blow. My situation and the 
terror of my miud at beholding this butchery cannot eaulv 
^^ be conceived, much less described. Though I summoned all 

^^L the fortitude I was master of on the occasion, it was with 

^^H di£Gculty that I could retrain from tears ; and I am 

^^^^ dent that my features must have feehngly expressed 
^^^H aincerely I was affected at the barbarous scene I thi 
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Even at this hour I cannot reflect on the transac- 
tiona of that horrid day without Hhedding tears."* 

After making an accurate survey of the river till ita 
iction with the sea, Heanie proceeded to one of the 
ipper mines, which he found scarcely to deserve the name, 
it being nothing more than a chaotic maas of rocks and 
grayel, rent by an earthquake, or some other convulsion, 
into nmnerous liBaures, through one of which flowed a small 
river. Although the Indians had talked in magnificent 
terms of this mine, after a search of four hours a Bolitary 
piece of ore was all that could be discovered ; and instead 
of pointing out the hills entirely composed of copper, and 
ihe quantities of rich ore with which they had affirmed it 
would be easy to freight a large vessel, they now told a 
ridiculona story of some insults offered to the goddess of the 
mine, who in revenge declared that she would sit upon it 
till she and it sunk together Into the earth. In consequence 
of this threat, they next year found her sunk up to the waist, 
and the quantity of copper much decreased, whilst the fol- 
lowing summer Dhe had entirely disappeared, and the whole 
mine along with ber. 

In reaching the sea, Heame hod accomplished the great 
object of his jonmey, and his homeward route did not vary 
inateriaUy from his course to the Arctic Ocean. On Slst 
July they arrived at the place where the Indians had left 
dieir families, and on 9th August resumed their course to 
tie sonth-wcst; travelling, with frequent intervsla of rest, 
till, on 24th November, they reached the northern shore of 
the great Athabasca Lake. In this latitude, at this season, 
formed an extremely small segment of a 
ile above the horizon, scarcely rising bft!f-way up the 
but the brilliancy of the stars, and the vivid and 
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be&ntiiiil ligbt emitted by the anrora borealis, even without 
the wd of the moon, amply compensated for the want of tlia 
sun, so that at midnight licame could see to read very 
small print. In the deep Btillneas of the night, also, these 
northern meteors were distinctly heard to make a rushing 
and crackling noise, like the waving of a la:^ flag in a 
fresh gale of wind.* According to the information of the 
nativea, the Athahasca Lake is nearly one hundred and 
twenty leagues long from east ta weat, and twenty wide from 
north to south. It was beautifully studded nith islands, 
covered with tdl poplars, birch, and pines, which were 
plentiMly stocked with deer, and abounded with pike, 
trout, and barbie, besides the species known by the Indians 
under the names of tittameg, methy, and shees. 

The country through which they had hitherto travelled 
had been extremely barren and hilly, covered with stimled 
firs and dwarf willows ; hut it now subsided into a fine 
plain, occasionally varied with tall woods, and well stocked 
with buffalo and moose-deer. The party spent some days 
with much pleasure in hunting; and as the flesh of the 
younger buffaloes was delicious, their exhausted stock of 
provisions was seasonably supplied. 

The bison or buffalo is, in appearance, one of the most 
terrific animals in America, and perhaps in the whole 
world. It roams the boundless prairies in immense herds, 
and its fleah forma the principal food of the Indian tribes 
who dwell there; while its hide, covered with long shaggy 
hair, supplies them with bedding and raiment. It is bunted 
on foot, but more frequently on horseback, and a more 
exciting species of chase can scarcely bo imagined. Cat- 
lin, who spent several years among the Indians at the 
Lead-waters of the Missouri, gives many animated accounts 

• Heamo'a Journey, p. 224. 
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of his reftcontrea with the buffalo. The following Bketch 
of a hunting excursion made by liim, with several gentle- 
men and Indians belonging to a trading company in these 
regions, will show how these hage monsters are destroyed, 
and what risks are encountered by those who destroy 

"As we were mounted," says he, " and ready to start, 
M'Kenzie called up eome four or five of his men, and told 
them to follow immediately on our trail, with as many one- 
horse carta, which they were to harness up, to bring home 
thameat; 'Ferry them across the river in the scow,' said he, 
' and, following our trail through the bottom, you will find 
us on the plain yonder, between the Yellowstone ajid the 
Missouri Rivers, with meatenough to load you home.' * * * 
We all crossed the river, and galloped away a couple of 
miles or so, when we mounted the bluff; and, to be sure, 
as was said, there was in full view of us a fine herd of 
some four or five hundred buffaloes, perfectly at rest, and 
in their own estimation (probably) perfectly secure. Soma 
were grazing, and others were lying down and sleeping. 
We advanced within a mile or so of them in full view, and 
then came to a halt. Mons. Chardon ' leased the feather ' 
(a custom always observed, to try the course of the wind), 
and we commenced 'stripping,' e.a it is termed (t. e., every 
man atripa himself and his horse of every exlraneoua and 
imnecessary appendage of dress, &c., that might be an 
incumbrance iu running) : hats are laid off, and coats, and 
bullet- pouehe s ; sleeves are rolled up, a handkerchief tied 
tightly round the head, and another round the waiat; oar- 
trldgea are prepared, and placed in the waistcoat pocket, 
or half-a-dozen buUeta ' throwed into the mouth,' &e.; all 
of which takes up some ten or fifteen minutes, and is not, 

appearance or in effect, unlike a council of war. Our 
lays the whole plan of the chase ; and, preliminariea 
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bein^ fixed, g^ns charged, and rKinrods in onr liands, 
mount and start foi' the onset. The horses are all traioed 
far this bnsiness, and seem to enter into it with as roach 
cnthnsiMm, and with as restless a spirit, as the riders 
themselves. While ' stripping' and mounting, they exhibit 
the most restless impatience ; and when ' approaching' 
(which la all of us abreast, at a slow walk, and in a straight 
line towards the herd, until they discover us and run), they 
all seein lo have caught entirely the spirit of the chase, for 
the laziest nag among them prancea with an elasticity in 
bis step — champing his bit, his oars erect, his eyes straiued 
out of his head, and fixed upon the game before him, whilst 
he trembles under the saddle of his rider. In. this way 
we carefully and silently marched, until within some fort? 
or fifty rods, when tho herd discovering m", wheeled and 
laid their course in a mass. At tlda instant wo all started 
(and all must start, for no one could check the fury of those 
steeds at that monicnt of excitement), and away we s^led, 
and over the prairie flew, in a cloud of dust which was 
raised by their trampling hoofs. M'Kenzie was foremost 
in the throng, and soon dashed off amidst the dust, and 
was out of sight — be was after the fattest and fastest. I 
had discovered a huge bull, whose sboulders towered above 
the whole band, and I picked my way through the crowd 
to make my way alongside of him. I went not for ' meal,' 
but for a tropht/ : I wanted his head and horns. I dashed 
along through the tbmidcring mass, as they swept away 
over tho plain, scarcely able to tell whether I was on a 
buffalo's back or on my horse — hit, hooked, and jostled 
about, till at length I found myself alongside of my game, 
when I gave him a shot as I passed him. I saw goni 
flash in several directions about me, but I heard them not. 
Amidst the trampling throng, Mona. Chardon had woimdcd 
8 stately bull, and at this moment was passing biip agUD, 
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grith his piece levelled for another ahot ; they were both 
it full speed — and I also — within the reach of the muzzle 
' of my gun, when the bull instantly turned, receiving the 
horse upon his horns, and the ground received poor Char- 
don, who made a frog'a leap of some twenty feet or more 
over the bull's back, and almost under my horse's heels. 
1 wheeled my horae aa soon as possible, and rode back to 
where Chardon lay, gasping to start hia breath again ; 
and, within a few paces of him, his huge victim, with hia 
heels high in the air, and his horse lying across him. I 
dismounted inatantly; but Chardon was raising himself on 
his hands, with his eyes and mouth full of dirt, and feeling 
for his gun, which lay about thirty feet in advance of 

Dr. Richardson relates an anecdote which illustrates the 
f danger sometimes encountered in hunting the buffalo on 
I fiwt ; " While I resided at Carlton House," eays he, " Mr. 
1 M'Bonald, one of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
[ ^derks, was descending the Saskatchewan in a boat, and 
j one evening, having pitched his tent for the night, he went 
n the dusk to look for game. It had become nearly 
dark, when he fired at a bison-bull, which was galloping 
over a small eminence; and as he was hastening forward 
to see if his ahot had taken effect, the wounded beast made 
a rush at him. He had preaence of mind to aeize the 
animal by Iho long hair on its forehead, as it struck him 
on the side with ita bom; and being a remarkably tall 
and powerful man, a struggle ensued, which continued 
until bis wriat was severely sprained, and his arm rendered 

k powerless. He then fell, and after receiving two or three 
JdowB, became senaeleaa. Shortly afl«r, he was found by 
tda companions lying bathed in blood, being gored in 
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BvenJ places; and the bison was couched beside him, 
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^^K apparently widtin^ to renew tbe attack had he shown any 
^^B flignB of life. Mr. M'Don&ld recovered from the iimnedi 
^^M effects of the injuries he had received, but died a 
^^P moDtba afterwarda." * 

^^ In one of their excursions an incident oceurred fltrikingl; 
characteristic of savage life. Hearae and his party came 
suddenly on the track of a strange anow-shoe, and foUow- 

Iing it to a wild part of the country, remote from any human 
habitation, they discovered a hat, in which a young Inditm 
womiin was sitting alone. She had lived for the last eight 
moons in absolute solitude, and recounted with affecting 
umplicity the circumstancea by which she had been driven 
from her own people. She belonged, she said, to the tribe 
of the Dog'ribbed Indiana, and in an inroad of the Atha- 
basca nation, in the sumnier of 1T70, had been taken pri- 
soner. The savages, according to their invariable practice, 
stole npon the tents in the night, and murdered before her 
iaco her fatJier, mother, and husband, whilst she and three 
other young women wore reserved from the slaughter, and 
made captive. Her child, four or five months old, 
contrived to carry with her, concealed among some cli 
ing; but on arriving at the place where the party had 
their wives, her precious bundle was examined by 
Athabasca women, one of whom tore the infant from its 
mother, and killed it on the spot. In Europe, an SiCt so 
^^ inhuman would, in all probability, have been instantly fol- 
^^L lowed by the insanity of the parent; but in North Ami 
^H though maternal affection is equally intense, the nerves 
^1^ more >jtemly strung. So horrid a cruelty, however, 
mined her, though the man whose property she had 

s kind and careful of her, to take the first opportuni^j 
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pmg, with the intention of returning to her own nation; 
the great distance, and the numevoua winding rivera 
creeks she had to pass, caused her to tuae the war, 
Bud winter coming on, ahe had built a hut in this secluded' I 
spot. "When discovered, she was in good health, well fed, 
and, in the opinion of Heame, one of the finest Indian j 
women he had ever aeen. Five or gix inches of hoop made I 
into a linife, and the iron shank of an arrow-head which I 
served as an aw!, were the only implements she posseased; \ 
and with these she made snow-shoea and other useful 
articles. For subsistence she snared partridges, rabbits, 
and aquirrels, and had killed two or three beavers and some 
porcupines. After the few deer-sinewa she had brought 
with her were expended in making snares and sewing her 
idothing, she supplied their place with the sinews of rab- 
nts' legs, which she twisted together with great dexterity, 
ipied, she not only became reconciled to her deso- 
'late situation, but had found time to amuse herself by 
manufacturing littk pieces of personal ornament. Her J 
clothing was formed of rabbit-skins sewed together; the I 
materials, though rude, being tastefully disposed, so 
make her garb asaumo a pleasing though desert-bred I 
appearance. The singular circumstances under which she J 
was found, her beauty and useful accomplishments, oi 
rioned a contest among the Indians, as t<i who should have 
her for a wife; and the matter being decided, she accom- 
panied them in their journey. On 1st March they left the 
level country of the Athabascaa, and approached the stony 
hills bounding the territories of the Northern Indians, tra- 
versing which they arrived in safety at Prince of Wales' 
Fort onthe29thof June 1772, having been absent eighteen I 
months and twenty -three days. 

The journey of Hearne must be regarded as forming a 
.important era in the geography of America, For some I 
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time it had been supposed tliat this vast contiaeiLt extended 
in an almost unbroken mssB towarda the Pole; and we 
find it thus depicted in the maps of that period. Tlie cir- 
cnmsfance of Ileamo having; reached the shore of the great 
Arctic Ocean at once demonstrftfed the Mlacy of all such 
ideas. It threw a new and clear light upon the BtructuTB 
of this portion of the globe, and resting upon the results 
thus distinctly ascertained, the human mind, indefatigable 
in the pursuit of knowledge, started forward in a career 
atill more enlarged and interesting discovery,* 

"Whiliit the Hudson's Bay Company, hy the misaion 
Mr. Ileame, vindicated their character from the charge 
indifference to the cause of geographical discovery, another 
institution had arisen, nnder the title of the North-West 
Fur Company, whicli, though, it did not rest on a royal 
charter, and had experienced in its earliest exertioas many 
aevere reverses, at last arrived, by the intelligence »nd 
perseverance of its partners and servants, at a degree of 
prosperity which aiu^asBed the chartered companies of 
France and England. In the counting-house of Mr. Gre- 
gory, a partner of this company, was bred a native of 
Inverness, named Alexander Mackenzie. In conductii^ 
the practical details of the fur trade, he had been settled at 
an early period of hfo in the country to the north-west of 
Lake Superior, and became animated with the ambition of 
penetrating across the continent. For this undertaking be 
was eminently qualified, possessing an ioiquisitive and cn~ 
terprising mind with a strong frame of body, and combin- 
ing the fervid and excursive genius which has been said to 
characterize the Scots in general, with that 
and enduring temperament which belongs t« the northern 
Highlander. 
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June 1789, Mackenzie set out from Fort Che- 
at the head of the Athabasca Lake, a station 
TQearly central between Hudson's Bay and the Pacific He 
had resided here for eight yeara, and was familiar with the 
difScultieo of the journey, as well as aware of the most 
likely methods of surmounting them. He took with him 
four canoes. In the first he embarked with a German and 
four Canadians, two of the latter being accompanied by 
their wives. A Northern Indian, called the English Chie^, 
who had been a follower of Matonabbee, the guide of Mr. 
Heame, oeeupied the second, with his two wives. The 
third was paddlsd by two stout young Indians, who acted 
the double capacity of hunters and interpreters; whilst 
the fourth was laden with provisions, clothing, ammunition, 
and various articles intended as presents for the Indiana. 
.This last canoe was commitfed to the charge of Mr. 1b 
of the company's clerks. 
On 4th June the party reached the Slave River, whieh 
connects the Athabasca and Slave Lakes, in a course of 
about one hundred and seventy miles ; and on the 9th of the 
Bwne month they arrived at the Slave Lake, without experi- 
encing any other inconveniences than those arising from the 
attacks of the mosquitoes during the heat of the day, and the 
extreme cold in the morning and evening. In the river were 
frequent rapids, which obliged them to land and transport 
tiieir canoes and luggage over the carrying-places — a toil- 
process, but attended with no danger, as the path had 
jl)een cleared by the Indians trading with the company. The 
inks were covered with various kinds of trees; but owing 
to iu inferior level and its rich black soil, the western side 
thickly wooded than the other. On the eastern 
bank, composed of a yeUow clay mixed with gravel, the 
trees were smaller, but in full leaf, though the ground waa 
not thawed above fourteen inches in depth. At a little 
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distance from die river were extensive plains frequented 
by herds of buffaloes; the woods bordering its sides 
tenanted by moose and rein-deer; and numerous coloniea 
beAvera built tiieir liabitatious on the small streams wki 



The silufttion of beaver-houaes is found to be variouB. 
Wiien the animals are nuraerouB, they inhabit lakes, ponds, 
and rivera, as well as those narrow creeka which connect 
the lakes together. Generally, however, they prefer flow- 
ing waters, probably on account of the advantages presented 
by the current in transporting the materials of their dwell- 
ings. They also prefer deepiah water, no doubt because it 
affords a better protection from the frost. It is when they 
build in small creeks or rivers, the wafers of which are 
liable to dry or be drmned off, that they manifeat that 
beantifiil instinct with which Providence has gifted them — 
the formation of dams. These difier in shape, according 
to their particular localities. When the water has 
motion, the dam is almost straight ; when the current 
considerable, it is curved, with its convexity towards 
stream. The materials made use of are drift-wood, 
willows, birch, and poplars ; also mud and stones 
mixed in such a manner as must evidently contribnto 
the strength of the dam ; but there ie no particular metboAl 
observed except that the work ia carried on with a reguli 
sweep, and all the parts are made of equal atrength. " I 
places," says Ileame, " which have been long frequent 
by beavers undisturbed, their dams, by frequent re] 
become a solid bank, capable of resisting a great force! 
of ice and water; and as the willow, poplar, and 
generally take root and ahoot up, they by degrees form x 
kind of regular planted hedge, which I have 
places so tall, that birds have built their nesta among tka 
brauchea." 
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The beaver-housBs are built of the same mat«riala as the I 
dams, and seldom contain more than four old, and e 
eight young ones. There ia little order or regularity in 
their structure. It frequently happens that some of the 
larger houses are fonnd to have one or more partitions, 
but these are only parts of the main building left by the 
ity of the beavers to support the roof; and the apart- 
pleased to consider them, have usually 
BO communication with each other, except by water. Those 
travellers who assert that the beavers have two doors to 
their dwellings, one on the land aide, and the other next 
the water, manifest, according to Heame, even a greater 
ignorance of the habits of these animals, than those who 
assign to them an elegant suite of apartmenta — for such a 
construction wonld render their houses of little use, either 
aa a protection from their enemies, or as a covering from j 
the winter's cold. 

It ia not true that beavers drive stakes into the ground 
when building their houses ; they lay the pieces crosswise 
and horizontal; neither is it true that the wood-work ia 
first finished and then plastered ; for both houses and doma 
consist from the foundation of a mingled mass of mud and 
wood, mixed with stones when these can be procured. They 
carry the mud and stones between their fore-paws, and the 
wood in their mouths. They always work in the night, and 
with groat expedition. They cover their houses late every 
aatomn with tresh mud, which freezes when the frosts set 
id becomes almost as hard and solid as stoue ; and thus 

ither wolves nor wolverenes can disturb their repose, 
"When walking over their work, and especially when about 
to plunge info the water, they sometimes give a peculiar flap 
with their tails, which has no doubt occasioned the errone- 
oaa belief that they use these organs exactly as a ma^ton u) 
trowel. Now, a tame beaver will flap by the firesic 
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where there is nothing but dust and aahes ; and it therefore 
only usea the trowel in common with the water-wagtail ; 
in other words, the quadruped, as well as the bird, is char- 
acterued by a peculiar motion of its caudal extremity. 

The food of this animal consists chiefly of the root of the 
plant called Nnphar luleum, whieh bears a resemblance to 
a cabbage- stalk, and grows at the bottom of lakes and 
rivers. It also gnaws the bark of birch, poplar, and willow 
trees. In summer, however, a more varied herbage, with 
the addition of berries, is consumed. When the ice breaks 
up in the spring, the heavers always leave their houses 
and rove about until a little before the fall of the leaf, when 
they retnm again to their old hahitationa, and lay in their 
winter stock of wood. Ileame gives the following account 
of some tame beavers which belonged to him ; — " In cold 
weather they were kept in my own sitting room, where they 
were the constant companions of the Indian women and 
children, and were so fond of their company, that when the 
Indians were absent for any considerable time, the beavera 
discovered great signs of uneasiness, and on their return 
showed equal marks of pleasure, by fondhng on them, 
crawling into their laps, lying on their backs, sitting erect 
like a squirrel, and behaving like children who see their 
parents but seldom. In general, during the winter, they 
lived on the same food as the women did, and were remark- 
ably fond of rice and plum-pudding ; they would cat part- 
ridges and fresh vension very freely, but I never tried them 
with fish, though I have heard they will at tunes prey on 
them. Tn fact, there are few gramiitivorous animals that 
may not he brought to be carnivorous." 

The lake was covered with iee, which had not given 
way except in a small strip round the shore, where the 
depth, nowhere exceeding three feet, was scarcely sufficient 
to float the canoes. Though now the 9th of June, there 
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every appearancG that the ice would detain the expe- ' 

iddcrfthle time; and it was thonght neces- 
to pit<!]i their tents. The acta were now set ; the ' 
Indiana went off in different directiona to hunt ; the women 
gathered berries of varioua sorts, which abounded in the 
neig-hbouring woods; and their larder was soon supplied 
with plenty of geese, ducke, and beaver, excellent trout, 
carp, and white fish, and some dozens of swan and duck J 
eggs, which were picked up in an adjacent island. Their 
stay, therefore, was far from unpleasant, combining the 
novelty of a residence in a strange country with the excita- 
tion and variety of a hunter's life ; and on the 15th, i 
a rest of six days, aa the ice had given way a little, they i 
resumed their journey. 

Numerous floclcs of birds of all kinds flew around them 
and filled the air with their wild plaintive cries; while, &r 
away, perched on a dead tree, might be seen here and there 
a solitary owl or an eagle, watching for prey. A large 
and very impudent bird of this kind which inhabits the 
American wilderness is the bald-eaglo. Fish is its favourite 
food, and the way in which it obtains it is curious and 
interesting. " Elevated," says Wilson, " on the high dead 
limb of some gigantic tree that commands a wide view of 
the neighbouring shore and ocean, he seems calmly to eon- 

iplate the motions of the various feathered tribes that 
their busy avocations be!ow. The snow-white gulls, 

iwly winnowing the air; the busy tringte, coursing along 
the sands; trains of ducks, streaming over the surfece; 
silent and watchful cranes, intent and wading; clamorous 
crows, and all the winged multitudes that subaiat by the 
bounty of this vast liciuid magazine of nature;— high over 
all these hovers one whose action instantly arrests all his 
attention. By his wide curvature of wing, and sudden 
Eiupension in the air, he knows him to be the fish-hav 
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Bettling over eome devoted victim, of the deep. Hie eye 
kindles &t the sight, and balancing himself, with half- 
opened wings, ou the branch, be watches the rexult- 
Down, rapid as an arrow from heaven, descends the object 
of his attention; the roar of its winga reaching the ear as 
it disappears in the deep, making the surges foam around! 
At this inoinont the eager looks of the eagle ate all ardour, 
and levelling hin neck for flight, he sees the fish-hawk once 
more emerge, stniggling with his prey, and mounting in 
the air with screams of exultation. These are the signal 
for our hero, who, launching into the air, instantly gives 
chase, and soon gains on the fish-hawk; each exerts his 
utmost to mount above the other, displaying in these ren- 
contres the most sublime aerial evolutions. The unencum- 
bered eagle rapidly advances, and Is just on the point of 
reaching his opponent, when, with a. sudden scream, pro- 
bably of despair and honest execration, the tatter drops his 
fish ; the eagle, poising himself for a moment, as if to take 
a more certain aim, descends like a whirlwind, snatches it 
in his grasp ere it reaches the water, and hears his ill- 
gotten booty silently away to the woods,"* 

Since leaving Athabasca, the twilight had been so bright, 
owing to the short disappearance of the sun below the hori- 
zon, that even at midnight not a star was to be seen ; bat as 
they glided along the lake they were greeted by the moon, 
which rose beautifully above the woods, with her lower 
horn in a state of eclipse. The obscuration continued for 
aboQt six minutes in a cloudless sky.-[- Coasting along the 
shore, they came to a lodge of Red Knife Indians, so 
denominated from their using copper knives. One of these 
men engaged to conduct them to the mouth of the 
which was the object of their search ; but such were 
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ipediraenta encountered from drift-ice, contrary winds, I 
the ignorance of the guide, whom the English Chief I 
threatened to murder for engaging in a service for which he J 
was unfit, that it was the 29th of the month before t 
embarked upon the river since known by the name of the | 
traveller who now first ascended it. On leaving the lake, 
the Mackenzie River was found to nm to the westward, 
becoming gradually narrower for twenty-four miles, till it ' 
diminished into a stream not more than half a mile wide, 
with a strong current, and a depth of three and a half 
fathoms. A stiff breeze from the eastward now drove them 
on at a great rate, and after a rapid run of ten miles, the 
channel gradually widened till it assumed the appearance 
of a small lake, which proved to be the utmost limit known 
to their guide. They now came in sight of the chwn of 
the Horn Mountains, bearing north-west, and had some [ 
difficulty in recovering the channel of the river. 

Having resumed their course on 1st July, they met ' 
interruption for five days, when they observed 

'eral smokeB on the northern bank. On landing they 
ivered an encampment of five families of Slave and 
Dog-ribbed Indians, who, on the first appearance of the 
party, fled into the woods in consternation. The entreaties 
of the English Chief, whose language they understood, at 
length dissipated their apprehensions; and the distribution 
of a few beads, rings, and knives, with a supply of grog, 
incited them entirely to the strangers. Their account 

the difficulties in the farther navigation of the river was 
little appalling. They asserted that it would require 

'eral winters to reach the sea, and that old age would 
inevitahly overtake the parly before their rettun. Monsters 
of horrid shapes and malignant disposition were represented 
aa having their abodes in the rocky caves on the hanks, 
.nady to devour the presumptuous traveller who approached ; i 
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and the more Eubstantiol impediment of two impaaaable 
falls was said to exist about thirty daya' march from 
where they then were. 

Though BTich talfis were treated with contempt by Mac- 
fcenzie, the Indians, already tired of the voyage, drank 
them in with willing ears, and they could scarcely be per- 
suaded to pursue their journey. On consenting to proceed, 
one of the Dog<ribbed Indians was induced, by the present 
of a kettle, an axe, and some other articles, to accompany 
them as a guide; but when the time of embarkation 
arrived, hia love of home came npon him with such violence, 
that he used every artifice to escape from his agreement, 
and at last was actually forced on board. Previous to bis 
departure, a singular ceremony took place; with great 
solemnity he cut off a lock of his hair, and dividing it into 
three parts, fastened one to the upper part of hia wife's 
head, blowing on it thrice with the utmost violence, and 
uttering certain words aa a clmrm. The other two locks 
he fixed with the same ceremonies to the heads of his two 
children. These Indians were in general a meagre, ugly, 
and ill-favoured race, particularly ill-made in the legs. 
Some of them wore their hair very long, others allowed, a 
tresB to fall behind, cutting the rest short round their cars. 
A few old men had beards, whilst the young and middle- 
aged appeared to have puHed out every hair on their chin. 
Each check was adorned by two double lines tattooed from 
the ear to the nose, of which the gristle was perforated so 
as to admit a goose-quill or a small piece of wood. Their 
clothing consisted of dressed deer-skins. For winter wear 
these were prepared with the fur, and the shirts made of 
them decorated with a neat embroidery, composed of porcu- 
pine-quills and the hair of the moose-deer, coloured red, 
black, yellow, or white. Their shirts readied to the 
mid-thigh, whilst their upper garments covered the whole 
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ly, having » fringe round the bottom. Their leggins, ' 
'hich were embroidered round the ankle and sewed to their 
shoes, reached to mid-thigh. The dress of the women 
W83 nearly the same as that of the men. They wore gor- 
gets of horn or wood, and had braceleta of the aamo mate- 
riols. On their head was placed a fillet or bandeau, formed 
of strips of leather, embroidered richly with porcupine- 
quilla, and atuek round with bears' claws or talons of wild 
ibwl. Their belts and garters were neatly constructed of 
the sinews of wild aainials and porcupine- quills. From 
these belts descended a long fringe composed of stringa of 
leather, and worked round with hair of various colours, and 
their mittens hung from their neck in a position convenient 
fat the reception of their hands,* Their anna and weapons 
for the chase were bows and arrows, spears, daggers, and a 
large club formed of the rein-deer horn, called a pogamagan. 
The bowB were about five or six feet long, with stringa of 
aisewB ; and flint, iron, or copper, supplied barbs to the 
'•rrows. Their spears, nearly six feet long, were pointed 
i^th bone, whilst their stone-axes were fastened ^Tith cords 
skin to a wooden handle. Their canoes were 
light, and so small as to carry only one person. 

Some of the men wore collars made of the claws of the 
barren-ground bear, an ornament much coveted and gloried 
in by them, as being incontestible proof of their courage 
&nd prowess in slaying an animal of which Indians gene- 
nilly are exceedingly afraid. It is narrated, that as Kea- 
rah, an old Indian, was one day seated at the door of 
tent near Fort Enterprise, a large bear suddenly made 
its appearance on the opposite bank of a small stream, and 
remained etatlvunry for some time, curiously eyeing the 
old gentleman, and apparently deliberating whel 
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^^V him up at that moment or wtdt till sup]jcr-time. Kesl 
^^H rab, tliinkiog himself in great jeopardy, and having 
^^B to assist him but a wife aa old as himae^ immediately gare 
^^H utterance to the following oration : — " Oh, bear I I never 
^^1 did you any harm ; I have always had the highest respect 
^^H for you and your relationB, and never killed any of them 
^^H exeept through necessity : go away, good bear, and let me 
^^f alone, and I promise not to molest you." Bruin instantly 
^^^ took his departure ; and the orator, never doubting that he 
owed his safety to his eloquence, on his arrival at the fort 
frequently fevoured the company with his speech at fiJl 

Ileugth. In the stomach of one of these animals which 
Dr. Richardson dissected, he found the remains of a seal, a 
marmot, a large quantity of the long sweet roots of Bomc 
Astragali and Hedysara, with eome wild berries and a 
little grass. 
On 5th July the party re-embarked. Continuing their 
course west- south -west, they passed the Great Bear Lake 
Biver ; and steering through numerous islands, came in 
sight of a ridge of snowy mountains, frequented, according 
to their guide, by herds of hears and small white buffaloes. 
The hanks of the river appeared to be pretty thickly peo- 
pled ; and though at first the natives uniformly attempted 
to escape, the offer of presents generally brought them 
back, and procured a seaaonnble supply of hares, partridges, 
fish, or rein-deer. The same stories of spirits or manitou.i 
which hauuled the stream, and of fearful rapids tLat would 
daah the canoea to pieces, wore repeated by these tribes ; 
and the guide, upon whom such representations had a power- 
ful effect, decamped in the night during a storm of thunder 
and lightning. His place, however, was soon supplied ; 
and, after a short sail, they approached an encampment of 
Indians, whose brawny figures, healthy appearance, 
great cleanliness, showed them to be a superior raioo 
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t those lately passed. From them Mackenzie learnt that he 
, miut sleep ten nights before arriving at the sea, and in 
^ree nights would meet the Esquimaiuc, with whom they 
1 been formerly at war, bat were now in a state of peace, 
e of these people, whose language was most intelligible 
■■to the interpreter, agreed to accompany the party, hut be- 
came dreadfully alarmed when some of the men ^Bcharged 
their fowling-pieces. It was evident none of this race had 
ever heard the report of fire-arms. To reconcile him to 
his departure, his two brothers followed in their canoea, 
and diverted him with native songs, and other airs said to 
be Imitationa of those of the Esquimaux. The triumph of 
music was never more strikingly exhibited ; from deep 
dejection the Indian at once passed into a state of the 
highest and most ludicrous excitement, keeping time to the 
L songs by a variety of grotesque gesticulations, performed 
■ vith Buch unceasing rapidity, and so little regard to the 
r BlendemesB of the barfc, which quivered under his weight, 
that they expected every moment to see it upset. In ona 
of his paroxysms, shooting his canoe alongside of Mac- 
kenzie's, he leaped inte it, and commenced an Esquimaux 
dance. At last he was restored to some degree of cira- 
posure, which became complete on their passing a hill, where 
he informed them that three winters ago the Esquimaux 
bad slain bis grandfather."' 

Mackenzie soon after reached the tents of a tribe named 
Degnthee-Dinees, or Quarrellers, who justified their name 
_ Jiy the menacing gestures with which they mceived the 
K'Ctrangers' approach. A few presents, however, reconciled 
r Ihera to the intrusion ; and they communicated the gratify- 
ing intelligence that the distance overland to the sea, either 
by an easterly or westerly route, was inconsiderable. The 
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party now puehed on with renewed hopes ; and the river 
soon after separating into seyeral streams, they chose the 
middle and largest, which ran north. This shortly brought 
in sight a range of snowy mountaina, stretching far to the 
northward ; and, by an ohservation, Maclienzie found the 
latitude to be 67° 47', which conrinced him that the wafers 
on which their frail barks were then gliding must flow 
into the great Hyperborean Ocejm.* At this moment, 
when within a few days of accomplishing the great object 
of their jonrney, the Indiana sxmk into a fit of despondency, 
and hesitated to proceed. The guide pleaded his ignorance 
of the country, as he had never before penetrated to the 
ehores of the BenahuUa Toe, or White Man's Lake. Mac- 
kenzie assured them he would return if they did not reach 
it in seven days, and prevailed on them to continue their 
oonrso. 

It was ttow the 11th of July, and the sun at midnight 
was atill considerably above the horizon, whilst every- 
thing denoted the proximity of the sea. On landing at a 
deserted encampment, still marked by the oahes of eome 
Esquimaux fires, they observed aeyeral pieces of whale- 
bone, and a place where train-oil had been spilt. Soon 
after they came Ifl three houses recently left by the natives. 
The ground-plot of these hahitatioaa was oval, about fifteen 
feet long, ten feet wide in the middle, and eight feel at 
either end; the whole was dug about twelve inches below 
the surface, one-half being covered with willow- branches, 
and probably fcnning the bed of the whole femily. In the 
middle of the other half, a apace four feet wide, which had 
been hollowed to the depth of twelve inches, was the only 
spot where a grown person could stand upright. One aide 
of it was covered with willow-branches, and the other 
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Led the hearth. The door, in one end of the house, 1 
about two feet and a half high by two feet wide, and ' 
reached through a covered way about five feet long; 
that the only aceeaa to this curioua dwelling was by 
creeping on all fours. On the top waa an orifice about 
eighteen inches square, which served the triple purpose of 
a window, a chimney, and an occasional door. The under 
ground part of tlie floor waa lined with split wood, whilst 
cross pieces of timber, laid on sis or eight upright staiea, 
supported an oblong square roof ; the whole being formed 
of drifl-wood, and covered with brancbeB and dry graas, 
over which was spread earth a foot thick. On either side 
of these houses were a few square holes, about two feet deep, 
covered with split wood and earth, excepting one small 
place in the middle, which appeared to be contrived for tha 
preservation of the winter stock of proviaiona. In and 
about the houses lay alcdge- runners, and bones, pieces of 
whalebone, and poplar-bark cut in circles, used evidently 
to buoy the nets; and before each habitation a great num- 
ber of stumpa of trees were driven into the ground, upon 
which its late possessors had probably hung their nets and 
fish lo dry in the ann. 

The signs of vegetation were by this time scarcely pcr^ 
ceptible; the trees had dwindled into a few dwarf willows, 
not more than three feet high; and though the foot-marha 
on the sandy beach of some of the islands showed that the 
natives had recently been there, all attempts to obtain a 
sight of them proved unavailing. The diseontout of the 
guide and of the Indian hunters was now renewed; but 
their assertion that on the morrow they were to reach a 
large lake in which the Esquimaux killed a huge fish, and 
whose shores were inhabited by white bears, convinced 
Mackenzie that this description referred to the Arctic Sea, 
dth its mighty denizen, the whale. He accordingly pressed 
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forward with fresh ardour, and the canoes w 
ried by tho current to the entrance of the lake, which, from 
all the accompanying circumstances, appears to have been 
an arm of the Arctic Ocean, It was quite open to tbc 
westward, and by an obaervation the latitude was fomid 
to be 09°. From the spot where this survey was taken, 
they now continued their course io the westenjinost point 
of a tigh island, which they reached after a run of fifteen 
miles, and around it the utmost depth of water was only 
five feet. The lake appeared to be covered with ice for 
about two leagnea' distance, no land was seen ahead, and 
it was found imposaihle to proceed farther. Happily, when 
tbey had thus reached the farthest point of their progress 
northward, and were about to return in great disappoint- 
ment, two eirCTimatances occurred which rendered it certain 
that they had penetrated to the Bca: The first was the 
appearance of many large floating suhatances in the water, 
believed at first to be masses of ice, which, on being ap- 
proached, turned out to be whales; and the second, the 
rise and fall of the tide, observed both at the easl«m and 
western end of the island, which they named Whale 
Island.* Having, in company with the English ChieC 
ascended to its highest ground, Mackenzie saw tho solid 
ice extending to the eastward; and to the west, as far as 
the eye could reach, they dimly discerned, a chain of moun- 
tains apparently about twenty leagues' distance, stretching 
to the northward. Many islands were seen to the eastward; 
but thongh they came to a grave, on which lay a bow, a 
paddle, and a spear, they met no living human beings in 
these arctic solitudes. The red-fox and the rein-deer, flocks 
of beautiful pJoveri, some venerable white owIp, and seve- 
ral large white gulls, wore the only natives. Previous to 
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Betting out on their return, a post was erected close to the 
tentB, upon which the traveller engraved the latitude of 
the place, his own name, the number of persons by whom hi 
was accompanied, and the time they had spent on the island. 

It was now the 16th of July, and they re-cmbarked c 
their homeward voyage. On the 21st the sun, which for 
some time hod never set, descended below the horizon, and 
the same day eleven of the natives joined them. They r 
presented tlicir trihe as numerous, and perpetually at war 
with the Esquimaux, who had broken a treaty into which 
they had inveigled the Indians, and butchered many of 
them. Occasionally a strong body ascended the river 1 
large canoes, in search of flints to point their spears and 
arrows. At present they were on the banks of a. lake to the 
eastward, hunting rein-deer, and would soon begin to catch 
big fish (whales) for their winter stock. They had been 
informed that the same Esquimaux, eight or tea winteii^ 
ago, saw to the westward, on White Man's Lake, several 
large canoes full of white men, who gave iron in esehongo 
for leather. On landing at a lodge of natives ferther down 
the river, the English Chief obtained some other particulars 
firora a Dog-ribbed Indian, who had been driven by some 
private quarrel from hia own nation, and lived among the 
Hare Indians. According to his information, there was B. 
much larger river to the south-west of the mountains, 
which fell into White Man's Lake. The people on its 
banks were a gigantic and wicked mce, who could kill 
common men with their eyes, and sailed in huge canoes. 
There was, he added, no known communication by water 
with this great river; but those who bad seen it went o' 
the mounttuns, and it flawed towards the mid-day S' 
This description proceeded, he acknowledged, not from 
personal observation, but was taken fitim the report of 
ira who inhabited the opposite mountains, Mackenzie 
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having fallen in with one of these Btrangers, by a. bribe of 
Bome bends prevailed upon him to delineate the cirtum- 
JEicent country and the course of the unknown river upon 
the BBnd. The map proved a very nide production. He 
tmced out a long point of land between the rivers without 
paying the least attention to the courscB. This isthmus 
he represented as running into the great lake, at the extre- 
mity of which, as he hud been told by Indians of other 
nations, there was built a BonahulU Couin, or While 
Man's Fort "This," says Mackenzie,"! took to be 
Oonalftska Fort, and consequently the river to 
be Cook'a River, and that the body of water 
which the river discharges itself at Whale Island corai 
cated with Norton Sound," 

Mackenzie now endeavoured to procure a guide 
the mountains, but the natives steadily refused ; and any 
additional intelligence which they communicated regarding 
the country only consiated of legenda concerning the super- 
natural power and ferocity of its inhabitants. They were 
represented as a Bort of monsters with wings, who fed on 
liuge birds which, though killed by them with ease, no 
other mortal would venture to assail. Having gravely 
stated this, they began, both young and old, to jump and 
dance with astonishing violence and perseverance, imitating 
the cries of the rein-deer, bear, and wolf, in the hope of 
intimidating Mackenzie ; but when he threatened with an 
angry aspect to force one of them along with him acroaa 
the mountains, a sudden fit of sickness seized the whole 
party, and in a faint tone, which formed a ludicrous con- 
trast to their former vociferation, they declared they wonld 
expire the instant they were taken from their homes. In 
the end, the traveller was compelled to leave them without 
accompliflhing his object* 
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On lat August, as the expedition approacbed the River 
the Bear Lake, the stars, which hitherto, from &e 
treme deamesa of the twilight, had continued inyisihle, 
began to twinkle in the sky, and the air from being oppres- 
fliyely sultry became ao cold, that perpetual exercise could 
scarcely keep the men warm. At nighta they lay shiver- 
ing and wakeful, looking up into the cold sky, or dreamily 
listening to the solemn cry of the. homed-owl. This ill- 
omoncd bird of darkness seldom fails to serenade the arctic 
traveller during the silent hours of night. "Its loud noctur- 
nal cries," says Dr. Richardson, "issuing from the gloomiest 
^^^ecesses of the forest, are said to hear a resemblance to a 
^^Hbi^ow and sepulchral human voice, and have thus been 
^^^HB frequent source of alarm to the benighted traveller. 
^Bo. parly of Scottish Highlanders, in the servico of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, happened in a winter journey to 
encamp afler nightfall in a dense clump of trees, the dark 
tops of which, and their lofty stems, gave a solemnity to 
the scene, strongly excitable of superstitious feelings. The 
solemn effect was heightened by the discovery of s, tomb, 
which, with a natural taste not unfrequently exhibited by 
the Indians, was placed in the centre of this secluded spot. 
The travellers had finished their evening repast, and were 
trimming their fire for the night, when for the first time the 
slow and dismal tones of the homcd-owl fell on their ear. 
Tbey at once concluded that a voice so mysterious and 
iroearthly must be the moaning spirit of the departed, whose 
lUowed fane they had disturbed by inadvertently making 
■fire of the timber of his tomb. They consequently passed 
I long night of sleepless fear, and gladly quitted the ill- 
omened spot with the earliest dawn." The women were now 
constautly employed in making shoes of moose-skin, 
pair did not last more than a day, whilst the huntero 
rought in supplies of geese, rein-deer, and beave 
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one occasion a, wolf was killed, roasted, and eaten 
great satisfaction. On 23d August they reached 
entrance of the Slave Lake, after which their progress 
homeward presented no feature of interest, and on 12lh 
Septemher they arrived in safety at Fort Chepewyan, after 
bh absence of one hundred and two days. The importance 
of this joimiey must he apparent, on considering it in con- 
nection with the expedition of Heame. Both travellers had 
succeeded in reaching the shores of an arctic sea ; and it 
became not only an established fact that there was an ocean 
of great extent in the north of America, but it waa rendered 
extremely prohahle that this sea formed its contini 
boundary, 

Mackenzie con eluded his first journey in September 17f 
and about three year^ afterwards undertook a second expe- 
dition, which proved still more difficult and hazardous, and 
eqtmlly important and satisfactory in its results. His object 
was to ascend the Peace Eiver, which rises in the Rocky 
Monntaina, and crossing these, to penetrate to that unknown 
river which in his former journey had been the subject of 
his unweajied inquiry. This he conjectured must 
municate with the sea ; and, pursuing its course, he ho] 
to reach the shores of the Pacific. Setting out accordi 
on 10th October 1792, he pushed on to the remotest Enrb^ 
pean settlement, where he spent the winter in a traffic 
for furs with the Beaver and Rocky Indians. Having 
despatched six canoes to Fort Chepewyan with the cargo 
he had collected, he engaged hunters and interpreters, and 
launched the canoe in which he had determined (o prose- 
cute his discoveries. Her dimensions were twonty-fivo 
feet long within, exclusive of the curves of stem and elem, 
twenty-six inches hold, and four feet nine inches besm. 
She was at the same time so light, that two i 
caity her three or four miles without resting. 
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slender vessel they not only atowed away their provisions, 
presents, arms, ammunition, and baggage, to the weight of 
three thousand poonds, but found room for seven Europeans, 
two Indians, and the leader himself. On embarking, the 
winter interpreter left in charge of the fort eould not refrain 
from tears when he anticipated the dangers they were about 
to encounter, whilst they themselves fervently offered up 
their prayers to Almighty God for a safe return. 

The commencement of their voyage was propitious ; and 
under a serene sky, with a keen but healthy air, the bark 
glided through some beautiM scenery. On the west side 
of the river the ground rose in a gently-ascending lawn, 
broken at intervals by abrupt precipices, and extending in 
a rich woodlanjj perspective as far as the eye could reach. 
This magnificent amphitheatre presented groves of poplar 
in every direction, whose openiugs were enlivened with 
herds of elka and buffaloes ; the former choosing the steeps 
and uplands, the latter preferring the plains. At this time 
the buffaloes were attended by their young ones, which 
frisked about, whilst the female elks were great with young. 
The whole country displayed an exuberant verdure ; the 
trees which bore blossoms were rapidly bursting into flower, 
and the soft velvet rind of the branches reflected the ohhque 
rays of a rising or a setting sun, imparting a cheerfiilneas 
and brilliancy to the scene, which gladdened the heart with 
the buoyant influences of the season." "The transition," 
aays l>r. Richardnon, " is so sudden from the perfect repose, 
the deathlike silence of an Arctic winter, to the animated 
bustle of siunmer ; the trees spread their foliage with such 
magical rapidity, and every succeeding morning opens with 
such agreeable accessions of feathered songsters to swell 
the chorus — their plumage as gay and unimpaired as when 

' Mackenzie 'a Travels, pp. 154, 165. 



I 



leo 



GRIZZLV BEARS. 



they enliTened the deep grwn foreaU of tropical dimes — 
that the return of a. northern spring excites in the mind 
deep feeling of the beauties of the season, a sense of the 
bounty and providence of the Supreme Being, which b 
cheaply purchased by the tedium of nine months of winter. 
The most verdant lawna and cultivated glades of Europe, 
the most beautiful productions of art, fail in producing that 
exhilaration and joyous buoyancy of mind which we have 
experienced in treading the wilds of Arctic America, when 
their snowy covering has been just replaced hy an infant 
but vigorous vegetation. It is impossible for the traveller 
to refrain, at such moments, from joining his aspirations to 
the song which every creature around is pouring forth to 
the Great Creator." After a few daya the air became 
colder, the country more desolate, and the weather waji 
occasionally broken hy storms of thunder and lightning. 
The track of a large grizzly hear was discerned on the banks. 
The Indians treat this monster of the woods with con- 
siderably more respect than they do most other animaU, 
owing to his great ferocity, and the readinesfi with which 
he resents an insult, or accepts a challenge. An amusing 
adventure occurred to Catlia one morning after he had 
passed the night on the banks of the Missouri. " In thn 
morning," says he, " before Bunri.'ie, as usual, fiogard (who 
was a Yankee, and a wide-awake fellow, just retiring from 
a ten years' siege of hunting and trapping in the Rocky 
Mountains) thrust his head out from under the robe, rubbed 
his eyes open, and exclaimed as he grasped for his gun, 
'By dam, look at old Cale, will youl' Ba'tista, wbo 
was fonder of his dreams, snored away, muttering Rome- 
thing that I could not understand, when Ikigard seized him 
with a grip that instantly shook off his iron slumbers. I 
rose at the same time, and all eyes were turned at once 
upon Caleb (as the grizzly hear is familiarly called hj 



da I 






1(51 

trappers in tte Rocky Mountems — or more often ' Cale,' 
for brevity's sake). She was sitting up in the dignity and 
fiiry of her sex, within a few rods, and gazing upon 
with her two little cube at her aidet Uere was a fix, and 
B subject for the painter; but I had no lime to sketch it. 
I ttirned ray eyea to the canoe, which had been fastened ti 
the sliore a few paces from us, and saw that everything had 
been pawed out of it, and all eatables had been without 
ceremony devoured. My packages of dresses and Indian 
cariosities had been drawn out upon the banks, and de- 
liberately opened and inspected. Everything had been 
scraped and pawed out to the bottom of the 
even the raw-hide thong with which it was tied to a stake, 
had been chewed, and, no doubt, swallowec 
iSO trace of it remaining. Nor was this peep into the 
ita of our luggage enough for her insatiable curiosity : 
by the prints of her Luge paws that were left in the 
<and, that she had been perambulating our humble mat- 
smelling at our toes and noses, without choosing to 
molest ua — verifying a trite saying of the country, ' that 
man lying down is medicine (i. «,, mystery) to the grizzly 
bear,' though it is a well-known fact that man and beast, 
upon their feet, are sure to be attacked when they c 
path of thin monster, which is the terror of all the country, 
often growing to the enormous size of eight hundred o 
thousand pounds. Wliilst we eat in the dilemma which I 
have just described, each one was hastily preparing bia 
weapons for defence, when I proposed the mode of attack; 
by which means 1 was in hopes to destroy her, capture the 
young ones, and bring her skin home as a tropliy. My 
plans, however, entirely failed, though we were well armed; 
for Bogard and Ba'tiste both remonstrated with, a vcbe- 
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mence that was irresistible, saying that the standing rule ^^ij 

Ktfae mountains was ' never to fight Caleb except in self- ^^H 



3 almost induced, howcFer, to attack her 
slone, with ray rifle in hand and a pair of heavy pistola, 
and a tomahawk and scalping- knife in my belt, when 
Ba'tinte Huddenly thnist hia arm over my shoulder, and, 
pointing in another direction, exclaimed in an empluilic 
tone, ' voila ! voila I un corps de reserve, Monsr. Cataline, 
voila ea maril' to which Bogard added, 'These d»med 
animals arc too much for us, we bad better be off I ' at which 
my courage cooled, and we packed up and re-emharked an 
i possible, giving each one of them tba contenU o) 
oar rifles as we drifted off in the current," • 

From this time till the Slat of May, the passage wu 
attended with difticultiea that would have diahearl^ood a 

IB energetic leader. The river being broken by frequent 
cascades and dangerous rapids, it was necessary to carry 
the canoe and luggage till they could resume their voyage 
in safety. On their nearer approach to the Rocky Moun- 
tains, the stream, hemmed in between stupendous rocks, 
presented a continuance of frightful torrents and imprao- 
ticable cataracts. The dangers to which ibey bad already 
been exposed had greatly disheartened the men, and they 
began to murmur audibly, so that no alternative was I«ft 
but to return. Indeed, there wsb some reason for this 
irresolution: by water farther progress was impossible, and 
tbey could only advance over a mountain whose sides were 
broken by sharp jagged rocks, and thickly covered with 
wood. Mackenzie despatched a reconnoitring party, with 
orders to ascend the mountain, and proceed in a straight 
course from its summit, keeping the line of the river till 
they ascertained that it was navigable. During their 
absence his people repaired the canoe, whiliit he took an 
altitude which ascertained the latitude to be 56° 8'. At 
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Bonset the sconta returned by diffurent routes. They had 
penetrated through thick woods, ascended hills, and dived 
into valleys till they got beyond the rapids, and agreed, 
that though the difficulties to be encountered by land were 
alaruing, it was their only course. Unpromising as the 
task appeared, their spirits had ri!!en, and their murmuTB 
were forgotten ; bo that a kettle of wild ric« aweelened with 
sQgar, witb the utiual evening regale of rum, renewed their 
courage; and after a night'a rest, they proceeded at break 
of day on their laborious journey. 

In the £rst place, the men cut a road up the mouDttun 
where the trees were smallest, felling some in such a 
manner ba to make them fall parallel to the road without 
separating them entirely from the Stumps, in this way 
forming a kind of railing on either side. The baggage 
and the canoe were then brought from the water-side to the 
encampment — an undertaking exceedingly perilous, aa a 
single fabe step must have been followed by immersion 
into the river, which flowed here with furious rapidity. 
Having aecomplished this labonr, the party breathed a 
little, and then ascended the mountain with the canoe, 
having the line or rope by which it was drawn up doubled, 
and fastened successively to the stumps letl for this purpose, 
whilst a man at the end hauled it round a tree, holding it 
on, and shifting it as they advanced. In this manner the 
canoe was warped up the steep; and by two in the afternoon 
everything had been carried to the summit. Jlcn were 
then despatched to cut the road onwards; and the incessant 
labonr of another day could only penetrate about three milea, 
whilst mountains much more elevated raised their snowy 
stunmits around in every direction. These, however, ware 
■t a distance; and another day's exertion brought them 
—through a wood of tall pine-i to the banks of the river above 
Kitte rapids. Before Again embarking, Mackenzie left 
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attached to a pole a knife, a Bt«el, flint, beads, and other 
trifles, as a token of amity to the natives; and one of bin 
Indians added ft small round stick of green wood, chewed 
at one end in tbe form of a brush, used lo pick marrow ont 
of bones — an instrument which he explained to be intended 
as an emblem to the people of a conntry abounding in 

They now resumed their voyage, enclosed on all sides 
by mountains whose summits were covered with snow, and 
one of which to the south rose to a majestic height. The 
wr became chill ; the water, through which they frequently 
waded towing or pushing their bark, was intensely cold ; 
and on 3Ist May they reached a point minutely described 
to them before setting out by an old Indian warrior. Here 
tbe river separated into two streams, one running west- 
north-weat, and the other south -south -east. The first of 
these tbey had been warned to avoid, as it soon lost itself 
in various smaller currents among the mountains; and the 
steersman accordingly proceeded into the eastern branch, 
which, thou^^h not so broad as the other, was far more 
rapid. The course of their journey now led them through 
many populous beaver settlements. In some places these 
animals had cut down several acres of large poplars; and 
they saw multitudes busy from sunrise to sunset erecting 
houses, procuring food, superintending their dykee, and 
going diligently through all the labours of their little com- 
monwealth. Perceiving soon after a smoke in the forest 
which lined tbe bonks, and hearing the sounds of human 
voices in great confusion, they became aware that tltey 
were near an Indian encampment, from which tlie inhabit- 
ants were retreating. Accordingly, on approaching the 
shore, two ferocious- looking men sprung from the woods. 



• Maokeniie, p. 181. 
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•ad took their station on a rising groand, brandishing their 
^eare with loud vociferations. A few words of explana-- 
HaTL from the interpreter, and some presents, pacified them, 
and Mackenzie made anxious inquiries regarding the 
nature of the eonntry, and the great river which formed 
ttie object of his searcii. To hts mortification, he found- 
fliat they were unacquainted with any river to the west- 
ward; they had just arrived over a earrying-plnce of 
eleven days from another stream, which was nothing else 
than a large branch of the one the expedition was tl 
navigating. Their iron, they said, was procured in 
change for beaver and dress moose-skins from the people 
there, who travelled during a moon to the country of other 
tribes living in houses, and these in their turn extended 
their journeys to the ocean, or, to use their disparaging 
epithet, the Great Stinking Lake, where they traded with 
. white people, who came in canoes as large as islands. 
Their knowledge of the country, however, appeared so 
vague, that all hope of procuring a guide was vain, and 
&c heart of the traveller sunk within him as be felt that 
his favourite project was on the point of being utterly dis- 






Amidst this despondency, a faint hope remained that the 
natives, under the influence of suspicion, timidity, or from 
imperfectly understanding the interpreter, had not cora- 
mnnicated all they knew ; and after a night sleepless from 
anxiety, the traveller rose with the sun to repeat his in- 
quiries. At firat nothing satisfactory could be elicited; 
but suddenly Mackenzie, who stood beside the interpreters, 
understood, from the few words he knew of their language, 
that one person mentioned a great river, whilst he pointed 
ugnificantly to that which lay before them. On a strict 
inquiry, the interpreter, who had been tired of the voyage, 
knd of whose fidelity some suspicion was entertained, ac- 
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knowledged that the Indian spoke of a lurg^e 

Q w&B tovarda the mid-day sud, a branch of wl 
flowed near the source of the stream they were 
gating. This hranch, he added, it would not be difficult 
) reach, there being only three small lakea and as many 
carrying- places on the way to it; but he also insisted that 
the great river did not discharge itself into the sea.* This 
last assertion was imputed to his ignorance of the country, 
whilst a mde map, which he delineated with a piece of coal 
on a strip of bark, convinced them that his information, so 
far as it went, was to be relied on, A new ray of hope 
DOW arose; and having indnced an Indian to go forward 
B8 a guide to the borders of the small lakes, Mackenzie 
resumed hb journey on 10th June, promising, if successful 
in his object, to revisit these friendly Indians in two 

These people were of low stature and meagre frame, 
owing probably to the difBcutty of procuring subsistence ; 
round faces, high cheek-hones, black hair hanging in elf- 
looks over their shoulders, and a swarthy yellow complexion, 
combined to give them a forbidding aspect; whibt their 
garments of heaver, rein- deer, and ground-hog skins, 
dressed with the hair outside, having the tail of this Uat 
animal hanging down the back, might, when seen at a 
distance, occasion some doubt whether they belonged to the 
human race. Their women were extremely ugly, lustier 
and taller than the men, but much inferior in cleanliness. 
Their warlike weapons were eedar bows, six feet long, with 
a short iron spike at one end, so that they might also be 
used as spears. The arrows were barbed with iron, flinl, 
atone, or bone, from two to two feet and a half long, and 
feathered with great neatness. They had two kinda of 
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F ■peam, both double-edged, of well-poliahed iron, and wiih 
I fbafU from eight to six. feet long. Their knives were of 
iron worked by themselves, and their axes rest 
carpenter's adzo. They used enares of green Ekin, nets, 
and fishing-lines of willow-bark, hooks of small bones, and 
kettles of watape so closely woven as not lo leak. Besides 
these they had variouti dishes of wood and hark, horn and 
wooden spoons and huoketa, and leathern and net-work 
bags. Their canoes, of Hpruce-bark, calculated to hold 
irom two to five persons, were propelled by paddles six feet 
long, with the blade shaped like a heart* 

Pursuing their journey under the direction of the new 
guide, they reached a small lake in latitude 54° 24', which 
Mackenzie considered as the highest or southernmost source 
of the Ungigah, or Pence River, They passed two other 
lakes, and again entered the river, the navigation of which, 
from its rapidity and the trees and rocks in its channel, 
now became dangerous. The canoe struck on a sharp 
rock, which shattered the stem, and drove her to the other 
side, where the bow met the same fate. To complete the 
(lisaster, she passed at this moment over a cascade, which 
broke several boles in her holtom, and reduced her to a 
complete wreck, lying flat upon the water. AIL hands now 
jumped out, and clinging desperately to the sides, were 
hurried several hundred yards through a foaming torrent 
beset with sharp rocks, upon which they were every instant 
in danger of being dashed to pieces. Being carried, how- 
ever, into shallow water, where the canoe rested on the 
atones, they were relieved from their perilous Eiituation by 
thdr companions on shore. 

After this escape, a consultation was held regarding thai 
I future proceedings. Benumbed with cold, and intimidated 

• Miokeuiie^s Travels, pp. 205, 206. 
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by their recent dangers, the Indians proposed on itniQediate 
Mtam; but the remonstrancea of their leader, enforced by 
the luual argumentB of a hearty meal and on allowance of 
ruin, banished their fears. It was next proponed to aban- 
don the wreck, to carry the baggage to the river, which 
the guide aflirmcd to be at uo great distance, and there to 
construct a new vessel. Hot as it was Buapected that this 
representation was not to be relied on, a party was de- 
apalehed to reconnoitre, and brought back a very confijaed 
and unpromising account of the country. It was therefore 
determined to repair the canoe, and proceed as before. For 
this purpose hark was collected, which, with a few pieces 
of oil-cloth and plenty of gum, restored their shattered boat 
to something like a sea-worthy condition. Her frail state, 
however, rendered it neceBsary to carry part of the lading 
on men's shoulders along the banks ; and as a road had to 
be opened with hatchets, their progress was extremely slow. 
On IGth June, Mr. Mackay and two Indians were de- 
spatched with orders to penetrate if possihle to the great 
river in the direction indicated by the guide. They suc- 
ceeded ; but returned with a discouraging account of the 
intermiuable woods and deep morasses which intervened. 
These gloomy prospects were increased by the desertion of 
their guide ; but nothing could repress Mackenzie's ardour. 
Cutting a passage through the woods, carrying the canoe 
round the rapids and cascades, they held on their slow and 
toilsome way, till at last, after passing a swamp, in many 
places wading to mid-thigh, they enjoyed the satisfaction 
of reaching the bank of the great river, which bad been 
the object of so much anxious expectation ani protracted 



^^L hope.'^ ^^^H 

^^M Embarking anew, they were borne along by a stroH^^^| 

^^ft., iUckenzic'a Travels, p. ^^^| 



161 



^^^Kreat, nbich, slackecing after a short time, allowed them J 
^^^^^ glide g;ently between bttnka of liigh wliil« cliff's, i 
^^^Wountcd with groteeijiie ond singularly- shaped pinnacles. 
After some progresa, the party were alarmed by a loud 
whoop from the tbick woods ; at the aame moment a canoe, 
guided by a single savage, ehot out from the mouth of a 
amai! tributary stream, and a number of natives, armed 
with bows and arrows, appeared on an adjacent rising 
ground, uttering loud cries, and manifesting by their ges- 
turea that instant death would be inflicted on any one who 
landed. Every attempt to conciliate them proved unavail- 
ing; and a canoe was observed to steal swiftly down the i 
river, with (he evident design of communicating the alarm ' 
and procuring assistance. At thid critical moment the 
courage and pmdence of Mackenzie providentially saved 
his party. He landed alone, with two pistols stuck in his 
belt ; having first, however, given ordera to one of his 
^^^^idians to steal into the woods with a couple of guns, and 
^^^^bkeep near him in case of attack. " I bad not been long," 
^^^H^ he, " in my station on the bank, with my Indian in 
^^^■ibush behind mc, when two of the natives can)e o(t in a 
canoe, but slopped when they got within a hundred yards 
of me. I made signs for them to land, and as an induce- 
ment displayed looking-glasses, beads, and other alluring 
trinkets. At length, but with every mark of extreme 
apprehension, they approached the shore, taking care to 
torn their canoe stem foremost, and still not venturing to 
land. I now made them a present of some beads, with ■ 
which they were going to push oEF, when I renewed my 
entreaties, and after some time prevailed on them to coma 
ashore and sit down by me. My Indian hunter now 
thought it right to join me, and created some alarm in my 
new actiiiaintance. It was, however, soon removed, and 
[ had the eatiisfaction to find that he and these people i 
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perfectly underetood each otiier. I imlructed him to say 
erarytlimg to tbem which might tend to soothe their fears 
and wia their confidence. I expreased my wi:4h to con- 
duct them to our canoe ; but they declined thii ofTur ; and 
when they ohscrved aome of my people coming towardii us, 
they requested me to let them return, and I waa so well 
Ratis&ed with the progi-esa which I had made in my inter- 
course with them, that I did not hesitate a moment in com- 
plying with their desire. During their short stay, they 
observed ua, and everything about ua, with a mixture of 
admiration and astonishment. We could plainly perceive 
that their friends i-eceiyed them with great joy OQ their 
return, and that the articles which they carried back with 
them were examined with a general and eager curiosity. 
They also appeared to hold a consultation which Lasted 
about a quarter of an hour, and the result was an invita- 
tion to come over to them, which we cheerfully accepted. 
Nevertheless, on our landing they betrayed evident signs 
of confusion, which arose probably from the quickness of 
our movements, as the prospect of a friendly c<]mmunica- 
tion had so cheered the spirits of the people that they 
paddled across the river with the utmost expedition. The 
two men who had been with us appeared very naturally to 
possess the greatest share of courage on the occastoo, and 
were ready to receive us on our landing ; but our doniean- 
our soon dispelled their apprehensions, and the most fami- 
liar communication took place between us. When I had 
secured their confidence by the distribution of trinkets 
among them, and had treated the children with sugar, I 
instructed my interpreters to collect every necessary infor- 

Imation in their power to afford me."* 
The intelligence procured from this tribe vsa disoonrag- 
« Msckeaiie'B TiitgIs, pp. 344, 345. ^^^^| 
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^^mi^- They stated, indeed, tluit the river ran towards the ^^H 
^^B «id-day Bun, and that at its mouth white people wen: ^^H 
building houses; but that the navigation was dangeroua, 
and in three places abaolutely impassable, owing to the 
falls and rapids. The nations through whose territoriea 
the route lay, they represented as ferocious and malignant, 
especially their immediate neighbours, who dwelt in sub- 
terranean houses, Unappalled by this description, Mac- 
kenzie re-eniharked, and ho was accompanied hy a small 
canoe, with two persons who consented to act as guides. 
Coming to a place where some savage- looking people were 
seen on n high ground, it was thought expedient to land, 
and an amicable interview took place, which led to im- 
portant consequences. On explmning the object of the 
journey, one of the natives, of superior rank and int^Uigenco, 
drew a sketch of the country on a piece of bark, appealing 
during his labour to his companions, and accompanying 
the rude but perfiictly intelligible map by details as to their 
future voyage. He described the river as running to the 
cast of south, receiving in its course many tributary streams, 
and broken every six or eight leagues by dangerous falls 
and rapids, six of which were altogether impracticable. 
The carrying- places he represented as of great length 
across mountains. Ho depicted the lands of three tribes 
in succession, who spoke different languages; and con- 
cluded by saying that beyond them he knew nothing of 
(he country, except that it was still a great way to the sea, 
and that there was a lake of which the natives did not 
drink.* 

Whilst the route by water was thus said to be imprae- 
ticable, they asserted that the road across the country to 
thft ocean was short id comparison, and lay along a valley 
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free from wood, and frequently travelled. Other c 
derations combined to recommend this latter course to 
Mackenzie : — Only thirty days' provisions were left, and 
the supply procured by hunting was very precarious. The 
ommuiiition was nearly spent; and if the prDseculinn of 
the voyage appeared perilous, a return would have been 
equally so. Under these circumBtancea, it was resolved 
to abandon the canoe, and to penetrate overland to the 
Western Ocean. 

To arrive at the spot where they were to strike off across 
the country, it was necessary to return a considerfible way 
np the river — a aervice of great danger, owing to the shat- 
tered condition of the boat and the hostile dispositions of 
the natives, who were apt to change in an instant from the 
greatest friendliness to unmitigated rage and suspicion. 
The guides deserted them, and it heeanne absolutely neces- 
sary to build a new canoe. She proved better than the old 
one, and they at last reached the point whence they were 
to start overland. " We carried on our hack," says Mac- 
kenzie, " four bags and a half of peinmican, weighing 
from eighty-five to ninety-five pounds each, a case with 
the instruments, a parcel of goods for presents, weighing 
ninety pounds, and a parcel containing ammunition of the 
same weight; each of the Canadians had a burden of 
about ninety pounds, with a gun and ammunition, whilst 
the Indians had about forty-five pounds' weight of pem- 
mican, besides their gun — an obligation n-ith which, owing 
to their having been treated with too much indulgence, they 
expressed themselves much dissatisfied. My own load and 
that of Mr. Mackay consisted of twenty-two pounds of 
pemmican, some rice, sugar, and other small articles, 
amounting to about seventy pounds, besides our arms and 
ammunition. The tube of my telescope was also slm 
across my shoulder; and owing to the low state of j 
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provisions, it was determined that we should content our- 
aelvea with two meals a-day."* 

Thua laden, they struck into the woods, and travelling 
along a. tolerably beaten path, arrix'ed hefore night at some 
Indian tenf«, where they were joined by an elderly man 
and three other natives. The old man held in hia hand a 
spear of European manufacture, like a Serjeant's halberd, 
which he stated he had lately received from some people on 
the sea-coast, to whom it hod been given by white men. 
He added, that those heavily laden did not take more than 
six days to reach the tribes with whom he and his friends 
bartered their fiirs and skins for iron, and that thence it 
was scarcely two daj's' march to the sea. lie recommended 
also that, whilst thoy retired to sleep, two young Indians 
should be sent forward to warn the different tribes whose 
territories they were approaching — a precaution, which had 
the best effects. Another pleasing distinction between 
their present hosta and the other savages whom they had 
passed soon presented itself. When the weary travellers 
Jay down to rest, tlie Indians took their station at a little , 
distance, and began a song in a sweet plaintive tone, un- 
accompanied by any instrument, hut with a modulation 
exceedingly pleasing and solemn, not unlike that of church 
music. The circumstance may remind the reader of the 
descriptions of American music given by Mr. Meares and 
Captain Buvney, whom it strikingly corroborates. 

Having procured two guides, theynow proceeded through 
an open country sprinkled with cypresses, and joined a 
family of the natives. The father, on hearing their inten- 
tion of penetrating to the ocean, pointed to one of his wives 
who was a native of the sea-coast ; her appearance differed 
&oin the females they had hitherto seen. She was of low 
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Btatare, inclined to corpulency, with sa oblong hct, gnj 
eyes, and a flattish aoae. Her gnrmants consisted of a 
tunic covered with a robe of matted bark, fring«d round 
the bottom with the beautiful fur of the Hea-otler. She 
wore braceleta of brass, copper, and horn, whilst her bair 
was braided with large blue bcada, and ber ears and neck 
adorned with the Eame. With these people age eccmed to 
be an objectof great generation: they carried an old woman 
by turns upon their backa, who was quite blind and infirm. 
The country appeared well peopled, and the natives, though 
at first alarmed, were soon conciliated by the guides. In 
Bome places they observed chains of small lakes, the tsI- 
leys were verdant and watered with pleasant rivulets, and 
the scenery varied by groves of cypress and poplar, in 
which they were surprised to see no animals. The inha- 
bitants indeed seemed to live exclusively on fiah ; and the 
people of one small settlement containing thirteen familiea 
were denominated, in the language of the country, Sloa- 
cuBS-DInaia or Red Fish Men. They were healthy looking, 
and more provident, cleanly, and comfortable, thnn the 
ndghbouring tribes. 

One of Mackenzie's greatest and most frequent perplori- 
ties arose out of the sudden fits of caprice and change of 
purpose which characterize most savages, but none mors 
than the Americans. An example of this now occurred. 
The guides, upon whose fidelity the snccess of the expedi- 
tion mainly depended, were advancing apparently in the 
moat contented and friendly manner, when, in a moment, 
without uttering a word, they sprang forward, and dis- 
appeared in the woods, leaving the party, who were utterly 
unacquainted with the route, in a state bordering on de- 
spair.* Pushing forward, however, at a hazard, they pCT- 

■ ilickeiuie's Tnrdi, p. 302. 
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ceived a bouHe situated on e. green spot by the oiga of a 
wood, the smoke of which curled above the trees, intimat- 
ing that it was inhabited. Mackenzie advanced alone, as 
his party were too much alarmed to second hu intrepidity j 
and so intent were the inhabitants upon their household 
labours, that he approached unperceived. Nothing could 
exceed the terror and confusion occasioned, by his sudden 
appearance. The women and children uttered piercing 
shrieks, and the only man about the place sprung out of a 
back-door with the rapidity of a wild-cat, and fled into the 
woods. Their dismay arose from the belief that they were 
surprised by enemies, and would bo instantly put to death — 
an atrocity too common among the Indian tribes. The cson- 
duet of the man who had fled was amuaing. By degrees 
he crept sufficiently near to watch the party ; and on ob- 
serving the kindness with which the women and children 
were treated, came cautiously within spenklng distance. 
His eyes were still staring in his head. No assurances of 
the interpreters or the women could persuade him to return ; 
DO beads, knives, or presents of any kind, bad the effect of 
restoring his confidence. On being approached, he kept 
dodging about behind large trees, brandishing his bow and 
arrows, grinning hideously, and displaying a variety of 
strange antics, till at laiit, in one of his paroxysms, he dived 
into a thicket and disappeared. As suddenly he emerged 
in on opposite quarter, and becoming pacified, af^cr a suc- 
cession of parleys, agreed to accompany them as a giude. 

On advancing from this station tbey travelled over an 
elevated tract, and at length gained the summit of a hill, 
afibiding a view of a range of mountains covered with 
snow, which, according to the guide, terminated in the 
ocean. Passing along the borders of several small lakes, 
through a swampv country, they arrived at a lodge of 

■tivea, who received them with hospitality, and minutely 
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Bcrutiuized their appearance. The hair of the women was 
tied in large looee knots over the ears, and plaited wilh 
great ceatnesa from the division of the head, bo an to he 
included in the knots. Some had Iheir tresaea adorned 
with heads, producing a very graceful effect ; whilst the 
men were clothed in leather, their hair nicely combed, their 
complexion fair, and their akin cleanly. One young man 
was at least six feet four inches ia height, with a prepoa- 
aesaing countenance, and affable and dignified manners. All, 
not excepting the children, carried a burden proportioned 
to their strength, consisting of beaver- coating and parch- 
ment, skins of the otter, marten, bear, and lynx, besides 
dreB3od mooae-skins. These last they procured from the 
Rocky Mountain Indiana ; and for the purposes of trade 
the people of the aea-coaat preferred them to any others, 

They now continued their journey through a beautiful 
valley, watered by a gentle rivulet, to a range of hills 
which they ascended till surrounded hy snow ao firm and 
compact that it crunched under their feet. Before them 
lay a stupendous mountain, whose summit, clad with the 
same spotless coronet, was partly lost in the clouds. Be- 
tween it and the route they were to follow flowed a broad 
river; and descending from their present elevated ground, 
they plunged into woods of lofty and imibrageoua cedan 
and alder trees.* As they got lower into these primeval 
forests, they were aensible of an entire change of climate. 
The guides pointed out to them, through the openings in 
the dark foliage, the river which flowed in the distance, and 
& village on its banks, whilst beneath their feet the ground 
was covered with berries of an excellent flavour, and com- 
pletely ripe. The effect of sunset upon this noble scenery 
was strikingly beautiful; but their admiration was inter- 
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nipted by the decampment of their guides, whu, as the 
Hhades of evening began to fall, pushed forward at such a 
pace that the party were soon left without conductors, i 
darkness and uncertainty. The men, who were much 
fatigued, now proposed to take up their quarters for the 
night; but their indefatigahle leader groped his way for- 
ward, and at length, Brriving at the edge of the wood, per- 
ceived the light of several fires. On coming up, he entered 
a hnt where the people were employed in cooking fiah, 
threw down his burden, and shook hands with the inmates, 
who did not show any surprise, but gave him to understand 
by signs that he should go to a large house, erected on 
upright posts at some distance from the ground. A broad 
piece of timber, with steps cnt in it, led to a scafTolding on 
a level with the floor; and ascending these, the traveller 
entered the apartment, passed three fires at equal distances 
in the middle of the room, and was cordially received by 
several people seated on a wide board at the upper end. 
Mackenzie took his place beside one whom, from his dig- 
nified look, he tnok to be the chief. Soon after the rest of 
the party arrived, and placed themselves near him ; upon 
which the chief arose and brought a quantity of roasted 
salmon. Mats were then spread, and the fiah placed be- 
fore them. When the meal was concluded, their host 
made signs which they supposed to convey a desire that 
they should sleep under the same roof with himself; but 
as his meaning was not sufficiently plain, they prepared 
to bivouac without. Everything was done to render their 
repose agreeable: — A fire was kindled, boards placed that 
they might not sleep on the bare ground, and two delicate 
dishes of salmon-roes, beat up to the consistency of thick 
cream, and mixed with gooseberries and wood-sorrel, were 
brought for supper. On awaking in the morning, they 
P fbnnd all their wants anticipated in the same hospitable 
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: a fire was already blazing, a plentiful breakfast 
of roasted salmon and dried roes waa provided, and a 
> of r&gpberries, whortleberries, and gooseberries, 
finished the meal.* 

Salmon waa ao abundant in this river that the people 
lad a constant supply. They had formed across the stream 
an embankment for placing fiahing-machines, which were 
disposed both above and below it. For some reason, how- 
^^ ever, they would permit no near inspection of the weir ; 
^^L but it appeared to be four feet above the water, and waa 
^^m constructed of alternate layers of gravel and small trees, 
^■^ fixed in a slanting position. Beneath it were placed 
machines into which the salmon fell in attempting to leap 
over; and on either aide was a large timber frame six feet 
above the water, in which passages were left leading 
directly into the machinea, whilst at the foot of the fall 
dipping-neta were Buccessfully employed. These people 
were observed to indulge an extreme superstition regard- 
ing their fish, refiising to taste flesh, and appearing to con- 
sider such an act as a pollution. One of their doga having 
swallowed a bone which the travellers lefi^ waa beaten bv 
his master till he disgorged it; and a bone of a deer being 
thrown into the river, a native dived, brought it up, con- 
signed it to the fire, and carefully washed his hands. Thev 
would not lend their canoes for the use of the party, having 
observed aomo vemson which they concluded wan to be 
stowed on board; and they alleged that the fish would 

I immediately smell it and leave them. Although generous 
in furnishing the strangers with aa much roasted fiab aa 
they eould consume, they would part with none in a raw 
state; — They believed salmon to have an invincible anti- 
pathy to iron, and were afratd that, if given raw to the 
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white men, they might take serious offence at being boiled 
in a vessel of this ominoua metal. In other respects uo- 
tbiag could exceed their friendliness; and at a neighbour' 
ing Till^;e belonging to the same tribe, the reception of 
Mackenzie was if possible still more kind. The eon of the 
chief took from his own ehouldent a. beautiful rohe of Eea- 
otter skin, and threw it over the traveller, whilst the father 
expressed the utmost satisfaction in being pi^sented with 
a pair of scissors to clip his beard — a purpose to which, 
with the eager delight of a child, he instantly applied them. 
The houses in this village were constructed in the same 
way as those already described, and remind ua of the lively 
account given by Mr. Meares. At a little distance, Mac- 
kenzie observed some Bingular wooden buildings, which 
ha conjectured to be temples. They consisted of oblong 
Kquares, about twenty feet high by eight broad, formed of 
thick cedar-planks beautifully joined. Upon these were 
pmnted hieroglyphics and figures of various animals, with 
a remarkable degree of correctness. In the midst of the 
village was a large building, at first supposed to be the 
mifinished irame-work of a house. Its dimensions, how- 
ever, were fiir greater than those of an ordinary dwelling, 
the ground-plot being fifty feet by forty-five, each end 
ibnned by four stout posts fixed perpendicularly in the 
earth. The comer posts were unornamented, and sup- 
ported a beam of the whole length, having three inter- 
mediate props on each side. Two centre posts at each end, 
about two feet and a half in diameter, were carved into 
colossal human figures, supporting ridge-poles on their 
heads ; the hands were placed on tlie knees, as if they felt 
difficulty in sustaining the weight, whilst the figures op- 
pMite to them stood iu an easy attitude, with their handy 
their hip,^. The posts, poles, and figures were 
painted red and black, and the carving was executed with 
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a tnitli tisd boldnes!! wluch bespoke no little advancement 
in BCnlptnre.* In the mechanical arts they liad arrived at 
considerable perfection. The chief's canoe was of cedar, 
forty-five feet long, four wide, and three feet and a half 
deep. It was ptunted black, and ornamented with draw- 
ings of various kinds of fiah in white upon the dark ground, 
and the gunwale, both fore and aft, waa neatly inlaid with 
the teeth of the sea-otter. In this vessel, according to the 
old chiefs account, he undertook, about ten winters before, 
a voyage towards the mid-day sun, having with him forty 
of hia subjecta; on which occasion he met with two large 
vessela full of white men, the first he had seen, by whom 
he was kindly received. Mackenzie very plausibly con- 
jectured that these might be the ships of Captain Cook. 

It was now the ] 8th of July, and, surrounded by friendly 
natives, with plenty of provisions, pleasant weather, and 
the anticipation of speedily reaching the great object of 
their wishes, they resumed their voyage in a large canoe, 
accompanied by four of the Indians. The navigation of 
the river, as they approached the ocean, was inten-upted 
by rapids and cascades; but their skill in surmounting 
these impediments was now considerable, and on the 20th, 
after a passage of thirty-six miles, they arrived at the 
mouth of the river, which discharges itself by vatiou* 
smaller channels info an arm of the Pacific Ocean. The 
purpose of the expedition was now completed, and its in- 
defatigable leader painted in large characters, upon the 
face of the rock under whose shelter they had slept, this 
simple memorial: — "Alexander Mackenzie from Canada 
by land, the twenty-second of July, one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-three." The inscription was only 
vritMn in vermilion, and has probably long ago been 
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uhed away by the fury of the elements ; but the name 

f Mackenzie ia endnriiigly conaecTatfid in tlie annals of 

■Sscovery, aa the first person who penetrated from sea to 

t the immense continent of North America. His 

urn by the same route it ia unnecessary to pursue. 



CHAPTER 17. 
DUtoveriu along the Shores of t/te A n 



E discoveriea of Heame and Mackenzie established the 
'great fact that there ia a northern coast in America, washed 
by the Arctic Ocean, which forma, in all probability, its 
continuous boundary; and they demonstrated the practica- 
bility of reaching this limit by passing over the vastplaina 
which atrelcb northward from Canada and Hudson's Bay. 
The Toyagea of Captaia Parry, also, which have been 
already detailed,* fully corroborated this opinion; and it 
appeared evident that another expedition, properly con- 
ducted), might reach thia shore, and more Mlj examine ita 
whole extent. Such an expedition, accordiugly, sailed from 
England on the 23d of May 1820, ita command being 
entrusted to Lieutenant, now Sir John Franklin, assisted 
by Dr. Richardson, an able mineralogist and natm'al his- 
torian. During the first portion of their journey, they 
followed the chain of the great lakes, inatead of the more 
1 track puraued by Hearne; and liaving descended 
e Coppermine River, arrived, on 21st July, at the shore 
e Arctic Ocean, where they commenced their career of 
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diaoovery. Important as were the particulara of their aur- 
vey, when considered in relation to the fiirtheraiic« of 
geographical science, a minute detail is here nnneceasarj', 
and we shall attempt only a general sketch. 

Paddling along the coast to the eastward, on the inside 
of a crowded range of islands, they encamped on shore after 
a run of thirty-acTen miles, in which they experienced little 
interruption, and saw only a small iceberg in the distance, 
though that beautiful luminous effulgence emitted from the 
congregated ices, and distinguished by the came of the 
ice-blink, was distinctly visible to the northward. The 
coast was found of moderate height, easy of access, and 
covered with vegetation; but the ialanda were rocky and 
barren, presenting high cliffs of a columnar structure. In 
continuing their voyage, the dangers which beset a navi- 
gator in these dreadfiil polar solitudes thickened gloomilv 
aronnd them. The coast became broken and sterile, and 
at length rose into a high and rugged promontory, agwnst 
which some large masses of ice had drifted, threatening 
destruction to their slender canoea. In attempting to round 
thia cape the wind rose, an awful gloom involved the sky, 
and the thunder burst over their heads, compelling them to 
encamp till the storm subsided. They then, at the immi- 
nent risk of having the canoes crushed by the floating iw, 
doubled the dreary promontory, which they denominated 
Cape Barrow, and entered Detention Harbour, where they 
landed. Around them the land consisted of mountains of 
granite, rising abruptly from the water's edge, destitute 
of vegetation, and attaining an elevation of fourteen or 
fifteen hundred feet; seals and small deer were the only 
animals seen, and the former were so shy that all attempt* 
to approach within shot were unsuccessful. With the 
deer the hunters were more fortunate, but these were 
not numerous: and whilst the ice closed gradually around 
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them, and their little stock of provisions, consisting of I 
peramican and cured bee^ every day diininiahed, it wM 
impossiblo not to regard their situation \vith uneasi 
Rounding Cape Kater, they entered Arctic Sound, and sent 
a party to explore a river upon the banka of which they 
expected to find an Esqmmanx encampment. All, how- 
'«ver, wna ailent, desolate, and deserted; even these hardy ' 
naliTes, bred amidst the polaj ices, had removed from so 
barren a spot, and the hunters returned with two small 
deer and a. brown hear, the latter animal so lean and sickly 
looking, that the men declined eating it; hut the officers 
boiled its paws, and found them excellciit. 
I Proceeding along the eastern shore of Arctic Sound, to 
which they gave the name of Baukes' Peninsula, the I 
expedition made its painful way along a coast indented by j 
bays, and in many places studded with islands, till, on 10th 
August, they reached the open sea; and sailing, as they I 
imagined, between the continent and a large island, found J 
to their deep disappointment that, instead of an open t 
nel, they were in the centre of a vast bay. The state of \ 
the expedition now called for the most serious consideration , 
upon the part of their commander. So much time had 
already been spent in exploring the sounds and inlets, that 
all hope of reaching Repulse Bay was vain; both ci 
had sustained material injury; the fuel was expended ; their ■ 
provisions were sufficient only for three days; the appear- [ 
ances of the setting in of the arctic winter were too unequi- 
vocal to be mistaken; the deer, which had hitherto supplied ] 
them with fresh meat, would, it was well known, e 
disappear ; the geese and other aquatic birds were already 
Been winging their way to the southward; while the men, 
who had up to this moment displayed the utmost courage, 
began to look disheartened, and to entertain serious appro- 
.henaiona for their safety. Under these circumstances, j 
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Franklin, with the conctDrence of Lis olBc<:rB, determined 
not to endanger the lives of bis people by a bithei adrance ; 
and after spending four days in a minute anrvey of the 
bay, it was resolved to return by Hood's River to Port 
Enlerpriite. Franklin's researches, as far as prosecuted at 
this lime, favoured the opinion of those who contended for 
the practicshility of a north-west passage. It appeared 
probable that the coast ran east and west in the latitude 
assigned to Mackenzie's River, and little doubt could, in 
hia ojunum, be entertained regarding the existence of a 
contiimed sea in that direction. The portion over which 
they passed was navigable for vessels of any size; and the 
ice met with after quitting Detention Harbour would not 
have jureated a strong boat, whilst the chain of islands 
aflbrded shelter from all heavy seas, and there were 
good harbours at convenient diiitances. Having, with 
much severe privation, completed their course, from 
Point Tumagain in Melville Bay to the entrance of 
Hood's River, they sscende<l as high as the first rapid, and 
encamped, terminating here their voyage on the Arctic 
yea, during which they had gone over six hundred sat 
fifty geographical miles. 

On the prospect of commencing their land journey^ 
Canadians could not conceal their satisfaction; and 
evening previous to their departure was passed in talkini* 
over their past adventurcB, and congratulating each other 
in having at leogth turned their backs upon the sea, little 
anticipating that the most painful and hazardous portion 
of the expedition was yet to come. Before setting of^ an 
asMoroneut of iron materials, beads, looking-glasses, and 
other articles, was put up in a conspicuous situation fur the 
Esqulmaus, and the English miion was planted on the 
loftiest sand-hill, where it might be seen by any ships 
passing in the offing. Here also was deposited ii 
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a letter containing as outline of the proceedinga of the 
expedition, tlie latitude and longitude of the principal plaoea, 
and the courBe intended to be pursued towards Slave Lake. 
They now proce«ded np the river in their canoes, and though 
upon a short allowance of provisions, the produce of their 
neta and fowling-pieces fiimished for a few days enough to 
ward oif absolute want; hut they were often on the very 
brink of it. Their progress was much interrupted by shoals 
and rapids, and one evening they encamped at the lower 
end of a narrow chasni, the walls of which were upwards of 
two hundred feet higL, and in some places only a few yards 
apart. Into this the river precipitates itself) forming two 
magniiicent cascades, to which they gave the name of 
Wilberforce Falls. On taking a survey of its farther 
course from a neighbouring hill, it was discovered to be so 
rapid and shallow, that all progress in the large canoes 
seemed impoisible. Two smaller boats were therefore 
constructed; and on 1st September they Bet ofT, with the 
intention of proceeding in as direct a line as possible to the 
part of Point Lake opposite their spring encampment — a 
distance which appeared comparatively trifling, being only 
one hundred and forty-nino miles. Their luggage consisted 
of ammnnition, nets, hatehes, ice-chiseis, astronomical in- 
Btromenta, clothing-blankets, three kettles, and the two 
canoes, each so light as to be carried easily by a single 
man. But disaster attacked them in their very first stage. 
A Btorm of snow came on, accompanied by a high wind, 
against which it was difficult to carry the canoes, that were 
damaged by the falls of those who bore them. The ground 
was covered by small stones, and much pain was endured 
by the carriers, whose sofi moose-skin shoes were soon cut 
through. The cold was intense; and on encamping they 
looked in vain for wood ; a fire of moss was all they could 
_ procure, which served them to cook their sujipcr, but gave 
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SO little heat that they were glad to creep nnder their 
blankets* 

Having ascended next morning one of the highest hills, 
they ascertained that the river took a westerly course, and 
Franklin, thinking that to foUow it farther would lead to a 
more tedious journey than their exhausted strength coold 
endure, determined to quit its banks and make directly for 
Point Lake. Emerging, therefore, from the valley, they 
crossed a barren country, varied only by marshy levels and 
small lakes. The weather was fine, but unfortunately no 
herry-bearing plants were found, the surface being covered 
in tbe more humid spots with a few grasses, and in other 
places with some gray melancholy lichens. On encamping, 
the last piece of pemmican, or ponnded flesh, was distri- 
buted, with a little arrow-root, for supper. The evening 
was warm ; bat dark clouds overspread the sky, and they 
experienced those sudden alternations of climate which 
occur in the polar latitudes at this season. At midnight 
it rained in torrents ; hut towards morning a snow-stonn 
arose, accompanied by a violent gale. During the whole 
day the storm continued, and not having the comfort of a 
fire the men remained in bed, but the tents were frozen; 
around them the snow had drifted to the depth of three 
feet, and even within lay several inches thick on their 
blankets. Though the storm had not abated, any longer 
delay was impossible, for they knew every hour wonld 
increase the intensity of an arctic winter ; and though &int 
from festing, and with their clothes stiffened by frost, it 
was absolutely necessary to push forward. They fiaflered 
much in packing the frozen tents aud bedclothes, and could 
hardly keep their hands out of their fur mittens. On 
attempting to move, Franklin was seized with a &inting 
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fit, occasioned by hunger and exhaustion, and on recovering I 
refused to eat a morsel of portable scup, which was imme- 
diately prepared for bim, as it bad to be drawn from the 
only remaining meal of the party. The people, however, 
kindly crowded round, and overcame his reluctance. The 
effect of eating was bia rapid recovery ; and the expedition 
moved on, 

DiBBstfir now crowded on diBaster. The wind rose ho 
high, that those who cai-ried the canoes were frequently 
blown down, and one of the boats was so much shattered 
as to be rendered unserviceable. The ground was covered 
with snow ; and though the swamps were frozen, yet the 
ice waa oflcn not Buf&ciently strong ; bo that they plunged 
in knee-deep. A fire, however, was made of the bark and 
dmbers of the broken canoe ; and, after having feated three 
days, their last meal of portable soup and arrow-root was 
cooked. Each man's allowance at this melancholy dinner 
waa exceedingly scanty ; but it allayed the pangs of hunger, 
and encouraged them to press forward at a quicker rate. 
They had now reached a more hilly country, strewed with 
large atones, and covered with gray lichen, well known to 
the Canadians by its name tripe de roche. In cases of 
extremity, it is boiled and eaten; but its taafe is nauHeoos, 
its quality purgative, and it sometimes produces an intoler- 
able griping and loathing. The party not being aware of 
this, gathered a considerable quantity. A few partridges 
also bad been shot ; and at night some willows were dug 
up from under the snow, with which they lighted a fire and 
cooked their supper. 

Next day they came to Cracroil's River, flowing to the 
westward over a channel of krge stonea, that rendered it 
imposBible to croas in the canoe. No alternative was left 
but to attempt a precarious passage over some rocks at a 
rapid ; and in effiscting this, some of the men, losing their 



balance, slipt into the water. They were instantly rescued 
liy their conipanionB; but bo intense waB the froat, that 
their drenched clothes became caked with ice, and they 
suffered much during the remainder of the day's march. 
The hunters had fallen in with aome partridges, which they 
shot, and they found enough of roots to make a fire ; so 
that their supper, though scanty, was comparatively com- 
fortahle. Nejct morning they pushed forward with ardour, 
and passed the River Congecathawhachaga of Mr Heame. 
The coTintry which lay before them was hilly, and covored 
witL snow to a great depth. The sides of the hills were 
traversed by sharp angular rocks, where the drifted snow, 
filling up the interstices, presented a smooth but fallacions 
surface, which often gave way and precipitated them into 
the chaams with their heavy loads. In this painful and 
arduous manner they struggled forward several days, feed- 
ing on the tripe de i-oche, which was so frozen to the rocks, 
that their hands were benumbed before a meal could be 
collected, and so destituteof nutritive juices, that it allayed 
hunger only for a very short time. At length reaching the 
suinmit of a liill, they, to their great delight, beheld a herd 
of musk-oxen fee<ling in the valley below; an instant halt 
was made, the best hunters were called out, and whilst they 
proceeded with extreme caution in a circuitous route, thm 
companions watched their proceedings with intense anxiety. 
When near enough to open their fire, the report reverbe- 
rated through the hills, and one of the largest cows was 
seen to fall. " This suceess," says Franklin, in that simple 
and beautiful account of his journey which any change of 
language would only weaken, " infused spirit into onr starv- 
ing party. The contents of its stomach were devoured upon 
the spot ; and the raw intestines, which were next attacked, 
were pronounced by the moat delicate of the party 
excellent. A few wfflowa, -vVose xo^* • 
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tlirongh the snow in the bottom of the valley, were quickly 
grubbed, the tents pitched, and supper cooked and devoured 
with avidity. It was the sixth day eince we had had a good 
meal. I do not think that we witnessed, through the course 
of our journey, a more striking proof of the wise dispensa- 
tion of the Almighty, and of the weakness of our own judg- 
ment, than on this day. "We had considered the dense fog 
which prevailed throughout the morning as almost the 
greatest inconvenience which could have befallen ns, since 
it rendered the air extremely cold, and prevented na from 
distinguishing any distant object towards which our course 
could be directed. Yet this very darknesa enabled the 
party lo get to the top of the hill, which bounded the valley 
wherein the musk-oxen were grazing, without being per- 
ceived. Had the herd discovered us and taken alarm, our 
hunters, in their present state of debility, would in all pro- 
bability have failed in approaching them." "" 

On the following day a strong southerly wind blowing 
with a snow-drift, they took & day's rest, and bb only enough 
remained of the musk-ox to serve for two daj's, they con- 
tented themselves with a single meal. Next morning, 
though the gale bad not diminished, they pushed forward, 
and notwithstanding their rest and recent supply of animal 
food, the whole party felt greater weakness than they had 
latherto experienced. The weather was hazy, hut after an 
Wit's march the sky cleared, and they found themselves 
ta the borders of a lake, of which they could not diseem 
tike termination in either direction. In these eircumBtances 
(hey travelled along its banks ta the westward, in search 
of a crossing-place. Credit, one of the Canadians, left the 
party in hopes of falling in with deer, but did not return; 
and on encamping in the evening, hungry and fatigued, 

I • FimiiiDi Journey, vol. iv. p. 13, annJleSidon of \?a'S. 
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they bad to divide for supper a single partridge and some 
tripe de roche. This weed from the first had been unpala- 
table, but now became insupportably nauseous, and began 
in many to produce severe painu and bowel -complaints, 
eape<^ially in Mr. Uood, one of the young officers attached 
to the expedition. Tliis solitary partridge was the laat 
moriiel of animal food that remained ; and they turned 
with deep anxiety to the hope of catching some fisb in the 
lake, bat discovered that the persons intrusted with thiim 
had iraprovidently thrown away three of the nets and 
burnt the floats on leaving Hood's River. Things now 
began to look very gloomy ; and aa the men were daily 
getting weaker, it was judged expedient to lighten their 
burdens of everything except ammunition, clothing, and 
the instrumentfl necessary to guide them on their way. 
The dipping-needle, the azimuth compass, the magnet, a 
large thermometer, and the few books they carried, were 
tlierefore deposited at thia encampment, after they had torn 
out from these last the tables nex^esaary for working the 
latitude and longitude. Rewards also were promised by 
Franklin to such of the party as should kill any animals, 
and !n the morning they prepared to go forward. 

At this moment a fine trait of diaintercstcdneBs occurred : 
Aa tho officers assembled round a small fire, enduring an 
intense degree of hunger which they had no means of satis- 
fying, Perrault, ono of the Canadians, presented cacb of 
them with a piece of meat oat of a little store which he had 
saved from hia allowance. " It was received," eaya Frank- 
lin, " with great thankftilnesB, and such an inatance of self- 
denial and kindness filled our eyes with tears." Prensing 
forward to a river issuing from the lake, they met their 
comrade, Credit, and received the joyful intelligence that 
be had killed two deer. One of theae was immediate! v cut 
up anil prepared tor \)tafi.Wt-, M\\\iw\Q^ *:«& twnA of 
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the party for the other, the rest proceeded down the river, 
ntiich was about three hundred yards broad, in search of a 
place to cross. Ifaving chosen a spot where the current 
was smooth, immediately above a rapid, Franklin and two 
Canadian boatmen, St. Germain and Belanger, pushed from 
the shore. The breeze was freah, and the current stronger 
than they imagined, 8o that they approached the very edge 
of the rapid ; and Belanger eraployiag bia paddle to steady 
the canoe, lost bis balance, and overset the bark in the 
middle of it. The party clung to its side, and reaching a 
rock where the stream was but waist-deep, kept their footing 
till the canoe was emptied of water, after which Belanger 
held it steady, while St. Germain replaced Franklin in it, 
and dexterously leaped in bimaeK. Such was their situa- 
tion, that if the man who stood on the rock had raised hia 
foot, they would have been lost. Uis friends therefore were 
compelled to leave him, and after a second disaster, in which 
the canoe strack, and was aa espeditioualy righted as before, 
they reached the opposite bank. Meanwhile Belanger 
suffered extremely, immersed to his middle, and enduring 
intense cold. He called piteonsly for relief and St. Ger- 
main re-embarking, attempted to reach him, but was hurried 
down the rapid, and on coming ashore was so benumbed as 
to be Incapable of farther exertion. A second effort, but 
equally unsnccess&l, was made by Adam ; they then tried 
to carry out a line formed of the slings of the men's loads, 
but it broke, and was carried down the stream. At last, 
when he was almost exhausted, the canoe reached him with 
a small cord of one of the remaining nets, and be n'as dragged 
to shore quite insensible. On being stripped, rolled in 
blankets, and put to bed between two men, be recovered. 
During these operations Franklin was left alone upon the 
bank, and it seemed a matter of the utmost donbt wbctWc 
should be ever vpjoined by his coinpanvoiiB, "\\.\aS.«i.- 
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possible," says he, " to deacribe my sensations as I witneBsod 
ibe various unauccesBful artemptB to relieve Belangcr. The 
^li8Uulce prevented my seeing distinctly what wns going 
on, and I continued pacing np and down the rock on which 
I stood, regardleaB of the coldness of my drenched and 
stiffening garments. The canoe, in every attempt to reach 
him, waa hurried down the rapid, and was loat to view 
amongst the rocky islets, with a fury which seemed to 
threaten instant destruction; once, indeed, I fancied that 
I saw it overwhelmed in the waves : such an event would 
have been fatal to the whole party. Separated as I was 
&om my companions, without gnn, ammunition, hatchet, 
or the means of making a fire, and in wet clothes, my doom 
would have been speedily sealed. My companions, too. 
driven to the necessity of coasting the lake, must have 
Bunk imder the fatigue of rounding its innumerable arms 
and bays, which, as we learned afterwards from the Indians, 
are extensive. By the goodness of Providence, however, 
we were spared at that tune, and some of us have been 
permitted to ofFer up our thanksgiving in a civilized land 
fiff the signal deliverance we then and afierwarda ex- 



On setting out next morning, Perranlt brought in a fine 
male deer, which raised the spirits of the party, as it 
secnred them in provisions for two days; and they trusted 
to support themselves for a third on the skin which they 
carried ivith them. Having ascended the Willinghani 
Mountains, they entered upon a rugged country, interseol«d 
by deep ravines, the passage of which was so difficult, that 
they could only make ten miles with great fatigiue. The 
deer was now picked to the last morsel, and they ate piecM 
of the singed hide with a little tripe de rocbe. At other 
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^^Btbnes this meal might have sufficed; lut, exhausted by ^^^^H 
^^Pilleader food and continued toil, their Appetites had becoma ^^^H 
^^ ' ravenous. Hitherto events had been so mercifully ordered, ^^^^ 
that in their utmost need some little supply in the tripe de i 

roche had never failed them; but it was the will of (Sod J 

that their confidence should bo yet more strong-ly tried; ^^^J 
ibr they now entered upon a level country covered with ^^^^| 
anow, where even tliis miserable lielten was no longer to ^^^^| 
be found; and a bed of Iceland moss, which was boiled (or ^^^^ 
anpper, proved so bitter that none of the party, though ■] 

enduring the extremities of hunger, could taste more than J 

a few spoonfuls. Another distress now attached them : ^^^J 
the intensity of the cold increased, while they became less ^^^^| 
lit to eudm-e it. Their blankets did not suffice to keep ^^^H 
them warm, and the slightest breeze pierced through their ^^^H 
debilitated frames. "The reader," says Franklin, "will t 

probably be desirous to know how we paased our time in [j 

such a comibrtlesB situation. The first operation after 
encamping was to thaw our frozen shoes, if a sufficient fire 
could be made; dry ones were then put on. Each person 
then wrotfl his notes of the daily occurrences, and evening 
prayers were read. As soon as supper was prepared it was i 

eaten, generally in the dark, and we went to bed, and kept I 

np a cheerful conversation until our blankets were thawed 
by the heat of our bodies, and we had gathered sufficient 
warmth to enable us to fall asleep. On many nights we 
had not even the luxury of going to bed in dry clothes; 
for, when the fire was insufficient to dry oar shoes, we 
dared not venture to pnll them off, lest they should freeze 
ao hard as to be unfit to put on in the morning, and thera- 
—frre inconvenieat to cany." • 

Hunger, fatigue, and disappointment, began now to have 
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a calejnitouB effect upoa the tempers of the men. One, 
who carried the cauoe, after flevoraJ severe falls, threw 
down his burden, and obstinately retiiaed t« resume it. it 
was accordingly given to another, who proved stronger, 
and pushed forvrard at so rapid a rate that Mr. Hood, whose 
weakness was now extreme, could not keep up with them; 
and as Franklin attempted to pureue and stop them, the 
whole party were separated. Dr. Richardson, who had 
remuned behind to gather tripe de roche, joined hi iti , and 
on advancing tliey found the men encamped among some 
willows, where they had found Rome pieces of sUId and a 
few bones of deer which had been devoured by the wolvea. 
On these they had made a meal, having burnt and pounded 
the bones, boiled the skin, and added their old shoes to the 
mesa. With this no fault could be found; but on questioning 
the person to whom the canoe had been intrusted, it was dis- 
covered that he had left the boat behind, it having, as he 
Bud, been broken by a fall, and rendered entirely useless. 
To the infatuated obstinacy of the men in refusing to 
retrace their steps and fetch it, even in its shattered state, 
is to be ascribed much of the distreas of their subsequent 
journey. Every argument and entreaty seemed entirely 
thrown away; and they had apparently lost all hope of 
being preserved. When the hunters, who had been out 
for some time, did not make their appearance, they became 
furious at the idea of having been deserted, and throwing 
down their bundles, declared they would foUow them at all 
hazards, and leave the weakest to keep up as they best 
could. The remonstranceR of the officers at length opened 
their minds to the madness of such a scheme; and on en- 
camping in the evening, they found some pines seven or 
eight feet high, which fumiahed a comfortable fire, when 
they made their supper on tripe de roche. Next 
n herd of dear came in ft\p)iA, a.ii\ V\is?j V-iUsd. fit 
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supply which, conBidering the extremity of hunger and 1 
despair lo which they were reduced, was especially provi- 1 
dentiaL It waa evident that He, without whom not a \ 
aparrow tails to the groimd, was with them in their extre- 
mity of diatresa; and, casting' themselves upon his care, 
every heart expanded with hope and gratitude. 

The Canadians now earnestly petitioned for a day's rest. , 
They pleaded their recent sufferings, and that the enjoy- | 
inent of two substantial meals, after eight days' famine, 
would enable them to press forward more vigorously. The 
flesb, the skins, and even the stomachs of the deer, were 
accordingly equally divided among the party, and some of 
them suffered severely from too ii-ee an indulgence in the 
use of this food after ho long an abstinence. Next morning 
the party resumed their journey, and after a walk of three 
miles, eamo to the Coppermine River, Its current was j 
strong ; but with a canoe there would have been no 
cnlty in crossing; and the reckless folly of the men, I 
in abandoning their only means of transport, was now I 
brought strongly to their mind. No ford could be dis- 
covered, and the plan was suggested of frnmiug a vessel of I 
willows, covered with the canvass of the tent; but the f 
moat experienced boatmen declared the willows were too I 
small to bear the weight, and no pines could be found. 
Nothing remained but to resume their march along the 
borders of the lake; and looking out eagerly, hut in vain, 
for some fordable place, they encamped at the east end. 
Anxious U) adopt every possible means for preserving the 
party, Franklin sent Mr. Back fonvard with the interpre- 
ters lo hunt. He was directed to halt at the first pines, 
and construct a raft; and if his hunters had killed animals 
soffident to provision them, he was to cross immediately, 

d send the Indians with supplies of meat to the ^rt^ 
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At this time it was diacoTered that two of th« men bad 
stolen part of the oEficers' proviEion, though it had beeD 
doled out with the stricteat im partiality, and they mw 
their leaders Buffering more acutely than themselves. To 
punish this was imiiOBBible, except by the threat that they 
should forfeit their wages, wliich produced little effect. 
Despondency had deeply Eeized upon the party, and in the 
morning strict orders could not prevent them from strag- 
gling in search of the remains of animals; in cosaequence 
of which much time was lost in halting, and ammunition 
in firing gana to collect them. The snow, however, had 
disappeared, and pressing forward with more alacrity, 
they came to an arm of the lake running north-east. The 
idea of making the long circuit round it was distressing; 
and having halted to consult what was to be done, some 
one discovered in a cliff the carcase of a deer which had 
fallen into a chasm. It was quite putrid, hat even in that 
state appeared delicious, and a fire being kindled, a large 
portion was rapidly devoured; whilst the men, cheered by 
this unexpected hre-akfast, regained their confidence, and 
reqneated leave to return to the rapid, insisting on the 
practicahUity of making a sufficiently strong raft of willows. 
though they had formerly pronounced it Impossible. Their 
advice was followed; and having sent off Augustus, one of 
the interpreters, to inform Mr. Back of this change of 
plan, they commenced their retrograde movement, and 
encamped at night in a deep valley among some large 
willows, where they supped on the remains of the pntrid 
deer. 

Next day they regained the rapids, commenced cutting 
willows for the rafJ, and a reward of three hundred, livrea 
was promised by Franklin to the person who should eonvCT 
a line across the river strong enough to manage the 
and transport the party. The willows when 
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bound into fagots, and the work completed ; but the green- 
nesB of the wood rendered it beavy, and incapable of sup- 
porting more than one man at a time. Slill tbey hoped 
to be able to cross; but all depended on getting a lino 
carried to the opposite bank, through a current one hun- 
dred and thirty yards wide, strong, deep, and intensely 
cold, .Belanger and Benoit, the two strongest men of the 
party, repeatedly attempted to take the raft over, but for 
want of oars were driven back. The tent-staves were then 
tied together, and formed u strong pole; but it was not 
long enough to reach the bottom even at a nhort distance 
from the aliore. Dr. Richardson, next produced a paddle 
he bad brought from the coast, but which was found not 
powertiil enough to impel the raft against a strong breeze. 
Tike failure of every attemptoccaaionedadeep despondency, 
which threatened to have the most fatal effects, when Dr. 
Kiehardson, with a disintcj'cstcd courage that made him 
forget his own weakness, threw off Lis upper garments, and 
attempted to swim with a rope to the opposite bank. 
Plunging in with a line round bis middle, be at first made 
some way, but the extreme cold was too much for him, and 
in a few moments his arms became powerless; still, being 
an expert swimmer, he not only kept himself afloat, but 
made way by turning on his back and using his legs, so 
;jthat he had nearly reached the other side, when, to tbe in- 
W^ressible anguish of those who watched his progress, hia 
limbs became benumbed, and be sank. All hands now 
hauled on the line, and drew him ashore almost lifeless; 
but, placed before a fire of willows and stript of bis wet 
clolbes, he gradually revived enough to give directions as 
to the mode of treating him. His thin and emaciated limbs, 
which were now exposed to view, produced an involuntary 

exclaaiation of compassion and surprise: — " Ah, que nous | 

^^Bnmmes maigresl" said the French Canadians; but it is ^^^| 
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probable that few of them would have presented so 
and attenuated an appearance as the brave and exoellenl 
man who had thus nearly fallen a sacrifice to his humanity, 
for it wafl discovered about this time that the hunters were 
in the practice of withholding the game which they shot, 
and devouring it in secret." 

Soon after this the party were joined by Mr. Bock, who 
had traced the lake ahont fifteen miles farther up without 
discovering any place where it was possible to get across; 
and towards evening, Credit, who had been out hunting, 
returned without any game of his own kiDing, but brought 
the antlers and backbone of a deer nhot during the summer. 
These relics had been already picked clean by the wolves 
and birds of prey, but the marrow remained in the spine; 
and though completely putrid, and so acrid as to excoriat« 
the lips, it was not the leas acceptable. The bones were 
rendered fiiable by burning, and the whole eagerly de- 
voured. St. Germain, one of the voyagers, now suggested 
that a canoe might be made of the painted canvass used to 
nTap up the bedding, and offered to construct it upon a 
framework of willows. For this purpose he and Adam 
removed to a clump of wiUowa, whilst another partv pro- 
ceeded to the spot where they had encamped on the 25th, 
to collect pitch amongst the small pines to pay over the 
seams. A snow-storm at this moment came on, and the 
anfferings of the men hourly increasing, a deep gloom 
settled upon their spirits, Mr, Hood was by this time re- 
duced to a perfect shadow; Mr. Back required the support 
of a slick; Dr. Richardson was lame; and Franklin so 
feeble, that, after a struggle of three hours, he found him- 
self utterly unable to reach the spot where St. Germain was 
at work, a distance of only three quarters of a mile, and 

• Fiinklb'a Joampy, pp. 423, 431. 
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retumed completely exhausted. The Canadian voyagers 
fallen into a Htate of despondency which bordered 
on despair, and, indiiferent to their fate, refused to make 
the elightest exertion. The officers were unable to undergo 
the labour of gathering the tripe de roche, and SamandrS, 
tlie cook, sullenly declined continuing hia labours. At this 
miserable crisis the conduct of John Hepburn, an English 
sailor, was especially admirable, presenting a atriking con- 
trast to the gloomy seliiEbneBa of the Canadians. Mis firm 
reliance on the watchful goodness of God, and a cheerfol 
reBignation to his will, never for a moment forsook him; 
and, animated by this blessed principle, his strength ap- 
peared to be preserved as the means of saving the party. 
He collected the tripe de roche for the officers' mesa, cooked 
and served it out, and showed the most indefatigable zeal 
in his efforts to alleviate their sufferings. 

A gleam of hope at length arose, when St. Germain 
completed the canoe. It was impossible not to ieel that 
their last chance of escape seemed to hang upon this little 
bark; wonid it prove unlfieient for its purpose? or, con- 
structed of such wretehed materials, would it not at once 
sink to the bottom? Amid this conflict of contending 
emotions it was launched on the river, and every heart 
bounded with exultation when it floated and St. Gcrmmn 
transported himself to the opposite side. It was drawn 
back, and, one by one, the whole party were ferried over, 
though, from the leaky state of the little bark, their gar- 
ments and bedding were completely drenched. Franklin 
immediately despatched Mr. Back and three men to push 
on to Fort Enterprise in search of the Indiana, whilst he 
himself followed with the rest. 

Nothing could exceed the joy of the Canadian voyagers 
Kt this unlooked-for deliverance. Their spirito rose from 
the deepest despondency into tumultuous exultation. They 
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Bhook the ofEoere by the hand, cried out that their worst 
difficulties were at an eud, and expressed a confident hope 
of being able to reach Fort Enterprise in the course of a 
few days — a boiflterous and sadden confidence, to which the 
dilont gratitude and quiet resolution of the pious Hepburn 
presented a striking contrast. 

Their tents aud bedclothes were aomuch frozen, and tht; 
men, who had kindled a tsmall fire, so weary, that it was 
eight in the morning before the bundles were packed, and 
the party set forward. They travelled in single files, each 
at a small distance irom his neighbovir. Mr. Hood, who 
wae now nearly exhausted, was obliged to walk at a gentle 
pace in the rear. Dr. Richardson kindly keeping beside lum ; 
whilst Franklin led the foremost men, that he might make 
them halt occasionally till the stragglers came up. Credit, 
hitherto one of their most active hunters, became lamentably 
weak from the effects of tripe de roche on his coDatitution, 
and Vaillant, from the same cause, was getting daily more 
emaciated. They only advanced six miles during the day, 
and at night satisfied the cravings of hunger by a email 
quantity of tripe de roche mixed up with some scraps of 
roasted leather. During the night the wind increased to 
a strong gale, which continuing next day, besides being 
piercingly cold, filled the atmosphere with a thick snow- 
drift. Having boiled and eaten the remaiuB of their ohl 
ahoea, and every shred of leather which could be picked up, 
they set forward at nine over bleak hills separated by 
equally barren valleys. 

In this manner they journeyed till noon, not withoat 
much straggling audfrequcut halts, atwbich tiioe Samandrt 
B up with the melancholy newa that Credit and Vaillant 
had dropt down and were utterly unable to proceed. Dr. 
Richardson went back, and discovering Viullant about & 
mile and a half in ibe Teat, M.a^i'£lli^ma % txt 'Kia t 
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» little way on, and that he would recover if he conld bat I 
reach it; the poor fellow struggled up on hia feet, and 
feebly tried to advance, but fell down every step in the 
deep snow. Leaving him, Dr. Kiehardson retraced hia 
steps ahoiit a mile &rt1ier in a. fi^itlesa search for Credit, 
In returning he passed Vaillant, who had fallen down, 
utterly unable to rcnew^ his efforts to rejoin the party. 
Belanger went back to carry his burden and assist him to i 
the fire ; hut the cold had produced such a nanihneAs that 
he ceuld not speak or make the slighteat exertion. The | 
stoutest of the party were now implored to make a last 
effort to transport him to the fire, but declared themselves 
ntterly unable for the task. They eagerly requested leave 
to throw down their loads, and proceed with the utmost 
Fort Enterprise — a Bchemc projected in the de- 
of the moment, and which must have brought destmc- 
upon the whole. 
Matters had now reached a dreadful crisis ; it was < 

issary to come to an immediate decision regarding their 
imatfl measures, and a plan proposed by Mr. Hood and 

Kichardsoa was adopted. These gentlemen consented 
to remain with a single attendant at the first spot where 
there were sufficient firewood and tripe do roche for ten 
days' consumption, whilst Franklin and the rest were to 
proceed with nil expedition to Fort Enterprise, and to send 
immediate assistance. This scheme promised to relieve 
them of a considerable portion of their burdens — for one rf 
the tents and various other articles were to be left; and it gave 
poor Credit and Vaillant a fairer opportunity, should they 
revive, of regaining their companions. On the resolution 
being conmiunicated to the men, they were cheered with 
the prospect of an alleviation of their misery, and pressed 
forward in search of a convenient spot for the. ■^to^ 

Lration. Near nightfall they encampei miier "Oa* \ 
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of a hill amongEt some willows, which (umiahed a, smalt fire, 
but uot sufficiently strong to thaw their frozen clothes ; and 
no tripe de rocho ha\nng been found during the day, they 
lay down hungry, cold, and full of the gloomiest apprehen- 
sions, whilst sleep fled from their eyelids, and the images 
of their dying companions rose before their imagisation in 
colours which made them shudder for a fate that might so 
soon become their own.* Next morning the weather pro- 
videntially was mild, and setting out at nine they arrived 
towards noon at a thicket of willows, in the neighbourhood 
of BOtne rooks hearing a pretty full supply of tripe de roche. 
Here Dr. Richardson and Mr. Hood determined to remain. 
The tent was pitched, a barrel of ammunition and other 
articles were deposited, and Hepburn, who volunteered the 
service, was appointed to continue with them. The rest of 
the party now had only to carry a single tent, the aramo- 
nition, and the ofiicers' journals, in addition to their own 
clothes and a single blanket for Captain Franklin. When 
all wea ready, the whole party united in thanksgiving and 
prayers to Almighty God for their mutual preservation, 
and separated with the melancholy reflection, that it might 
in all probability be the last time they should ever again 
meet in this world. 

On leaving their friends. Captain Franklin and his party 
descended into a more level country ; but the snow lay so 
deep, that they were bo little able to wade through it that 
they encamped, after a painful march of only four miles 
and a half, in which Belanger, and Michel, an Iroquois, 
were left fer behind, yet still struggling forward. In the 
evening they came in dreadfully exhausted, and Belanger, 
till now one of the strongest of the party, could not refrain 
from tears as be declared he was totally unable U> proceed 

• Frantlin'iJounic?, pp.431, *32. 
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and implored penniasion to return to Dr. Richardaon and 
Mr.Uood. Michel made the same request, and it waa a) 
that they showld do so. Tbe cold of the night was e: 
sive, and the men were ho weak that they could not 
the tent ; from its weight it was impossible to tram^port it 
from place to place, and it was cut up, the canvass Berving 
them for a covering ; but though they lay close together, 
the intense frost deprived them of Bleep. Having no tripe 
de roche, they had supped upon an infusioa of the Labrador 
tea-plant, with a few morsels of burnt leather. Michel and 
Belanger, being apparently more exhausted in the morning 
than over night, were left, whilst the rest moved forward. 
After a very short progress, Perrault waa attacked with a 
fit of dizziness ; but on halting a little, again proposed to 
proceed. In ten minutes, however, ho sunk down, and 
weeping aloud, declared his total inability to go on. He 
waa accordingly advised to rejoin Michel and Belanger — a 
proposal in which he acquiesced. These examples of the 
total failure of the strongest in the party had a very un- 
favourable effect on the apirita of the rest, and the exertion 
of wading through the snow and crossing a lake on the ice, 
where they were frequently blown down, was bo severe, that 
Fontano, after having repeatedly fallen, piteonaly com- 
plained that he was utterly unable to go farther. Being 
not two miles from the others, it was thought best that he 
also should attempt to rejoin them ; * and as he was mnch 
beloved, the parting waa very distressing. They watched 
him for aome time, and were comforted by seeing that, 
though his progress waa very slow, he kept bis feet better 
than before. 

The whole party waa now reduced to five persons, 
Captain Franklin, Adam, Peltier, Benoit, and Samandr^, 

• Fracklui's JournEj, pp. 436, 437. 
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the interpreter Angtietaa having pressed forward by himself 
daring the late frequent halts. They made that day only 
four milea and a half, and encamped for the night under 
a rock, eupping ngain on an infusion of the Labrador tea- 
plant and some shreds of boiled leather. The evening was 
comparatively mild, the breeze light, and having the com- 
fort of a fire, they enjoyed eome sleep. This was of infinite 
advantage; it gave them new spirita, which were farther 
invigorated by a breakfast of tripe de roche, this being the 
fourth day since they bad a regular meal. On reaching 
Marten Lake they found it frozen over — a circumstance 
wbieh they knew would enable them to walk upon the ii 
straight to Fort Enterprise. 

It may be easily imagined what were the » 
the party in approaching the spot which they trusted v 
be the end of all their toils and privations, 
arrangements previously made, it was judged certain that 
they would here find relief, and be able to send assistance 
to their unfortunate companions. It was a spot where they 
had enjoyed at a former period of the expedition the 
greatest comfort ; but it waa possible, though they scarcely 
permitted themselves to contemplate so dreadful aa idea, 
that drcumstances might have occurred to defoat their 
present expectations. On approaching the house thvir 
minds were strongly agitated betwixt hope and fear, and 
contrary to their usual custom, they advanced in silence. 
At length they reached it, and their worst apprehensioiu 
were realized. It was completely desolate. No provisioiu 
had been deposited — no trace of Indians could be discovered 
— ^no letter lay there from Mr, Wenfael to inform them 
where the Indiana might be found. On entering, a muU 
despair seized the party. They gazed on the cold heartli, 
comfortless walls, and broken sashes, through which t he 
wind and snow penetrated, and awakening to a full s 
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^^^Bfthe horrors of their situatioii, burst into teara.* On re- 
^^H|»Teriiig a little, aud looHng round witli more attention, a 
tiote was found from Mr. Back, stating that bnvitig two 
dayij before this re.Bched tbe house, bo bad proceeded in 
search of tbe Indians ; but described hia pnrt^ as so 
debilitated that it wan doubtful whether tbey would be able 
to reach Fort Providence. The uofferings endured by this 
meritorious officer and bis little party, one of whom was 
frozen to death, were equally dreadful with those which ifell 
to tbe share of his excellent commander. ■!■ 

The poor sufferers thus grievously disappointed, now 
examined the deserted habitation fur tbe means of anb- 
flistence, and found several deer- skins thrown away during 
their former residence at tbe fort. The heaps of ashes 
were carefully raked, and a considerable collection of bones 
discovered, which were boarded up for the purpose of being 
pounded and manutactured into soup. The parchment 
originally employed instead of glass bad been torn from 
the windows, and the place was exposed to all tbe inclem- 
ency of an arctjc winter ; but they suceecded in filling the 
SBsbes with loose boards, and as the temperature of the outer 
air was now from 16° to 20° below zero, this precaution 
was especially necessary. To procure water, they melted 
the frozen lumps of snow, and the flooring of the neighbour- 
ing apartment was broken up for fuel. 

Having completed these arrangements, they assembled 
round tbe fire, and were busy singeing tbe hair off a deer- 
skin, when they were cbeer«l by tbe entrance of the inter- 
preter, who bad made bis way to the fort by a different 
route, through a country he had never traversed before. 
Though by fur the strongest of tbe party, be waa now so 
enfeebled by famine that be could not follow two deer 
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which he had seen on hia way. Next morning there 



a heavy gale from the south-east, and the snow drifted ao 
thick that no one ventured abroad. On the evening of the 
succeeding day, a figure covered with ice, benumbed with 
cold, and almost speechless, staggered into the bonse. It 
of the Canadians, who bad been despatched with a 
note by Mr. Back, and having &llen into a rapid narrowly 
being drowned.* To change his dress, wrap him 
blanfeeta, and pour Boroe soup over hia throat, waa 
their first care; and after a little he revived enough to 
questions with which he was a^isaiied. 
but little comfort was derived. Mr. Back 
had seen no trace of the Indians, and the messenger's re- 
collection appeared confused with regard to the part of the 
,ntry where he had left hia officer, who, as he stated, 
intended to proceed lo the spot where the Indian chief 
Akaitcho had encamped last sumnier — a distance of about 
thirty miles. Thither he proposed to follow when he was 
a little recruited ; and, though dissuaded from the attempt, 
persisted that as the track was beaten he would be able to 
make It out, and to convey intelligence of the situation of 
Captain Frankliu's party. Accordingly, the fifth day after 
his arrival, he departed from the fort with a small sapplr 
of singed hide. 

Not long after, Adam, one of the five men who now re- 
mained with Captain Franklin, became so 111 that he was 
utterly incapable of moving, and it wan discovered that he 
had been for some time aflicted with oideraatous Bwelling* 
In various parts of his body, which he had hitherto gener- 
ously concealed, from a wish not to impede the movement* 
of his companions. As it was impoaslble for this poor man 
to travel, it was neceusary to abandon the original intention 
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uf proceeding with the whole party to Fort Providence, and 
Peltier and 8amandr6, who were in almost as weak a fitate, 
having expreaaed a wish to remain with Adam, Captain 
Franklin, along with Augustus and Benoit, determined to 
press on to Fort Providence, and to Bend relief to their 
companions by the first party of Indiana they should nieet. 
Haying accordingly given directions regarding the jour- 
nals and charts which were left in their custody, and the 
beat mods of forwarding succour to Mr, Hood and Dr. 
Richardson, Franklin set forward with hia two attendants ; 
but ao feeble had they become, that the distance accom- 
plished in six hours was only four milea. They encamped 
on the borders of Round Rock Lake, and, unable to find 
any tripe de roche, made their supper upon fried deer-skin. 
The night proved intensely cold, and although they crept 
aa close to each other as poaaible, they shivered in every 
limb, and the wind pierced through their famiohed Irames.* 
Nest morning was mild, and tbey set ont early, but bad 
scarce proceeded a few yards, when Franklin fell between 
two rocka, and broke his Bnow-shoes, an accident which 
incapacitated him from keeping up with Benoit and Au- 
gustus, In a very short time his attempt to press forward 
completely exhausted him ; and as the only hope of pre- 
serving the lives of the party appeared to rest on their 
speedily reaching Fort Providence, he determined, rather 
than retard them, to retrace his steps to the house, whUat 
they proceeded for asaistaiiee. Calling a moment's halt, 
he addressed one note to Mr, Back, requesting an imme- 
diate supply of meat irom Rein Deer Lake, and another to 
the commandant at Fort Providence, with urgent entreaties 
for assistance. This done, Augustus and Benoit resumed 
their jonmey, and Franklin returned to the house. 

* Fraaklm's Juumej, p. 444- 
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On arriving, he found Adam, Samandr^, and reltier 

Btlll alive ; but the two first, whose minds seemed qiiile 
enfeebled, could not be prevailed on to leave their bed, 
and their nervous weakness was ho great that thev acaroely 
ceased shedding tearK all day. It was even with difficulty 
that they were prevailed on to take any nourishnjent; and 
the labour of cutting and carrying fuel, gathering the tripe 
de roche, and cooking, fell entirely upon Franklin and 
Peltier. The frost was now so severe, chat it was evident 
this lichen would soon be bound up in ice, and as their 
Btrength daily declined, every exertion became irksonie. 
"When onoe seated, it required a painful effort to rise up, 
and not unfrequently they had to lift each other from their 
chairs. This miserable condition could not last long. Pel- 
tier soon became almost incapable of holding the hatchet ; 
the bone-soup had become so acrid as to corrode the inside 
of their mouths; the tripe de roche, covered with ice, defied 
nil efiorts to detach it from the rock ; and though the run- 
deer sported on the banka of the river, no one had strength 
to go after them, or to hold a gun so steadily aa to eecnre 

Still the hopes and cheerfulness of Franklin did not de- 
sert him. From bis knowledge of the places mostly fre- 
quented at that season by the Indians, he was sanguine as 
to the likelihood of their being found ; and their speedv 
arrival formed a constant subject of conversation. At 
length, on the evening of the 29th, when talking of his 
long-looked-for relief, and Hitting round the fire, Peltier 
suddenly leapt up and uttered a joyM exclamation, hnft- 
gining he beard the bustle of the Indians in the adjoining 
room. It was not the Indiana, however, but Dr. Richard- 
son and Hepburn, who came in, each carrying his handle. 
The meeting was one of mingled joy and 
Hood's absence was inalanW-j ^ecaiwei, oxA •Cojtvt 
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anticipations were conflmned. by Dr. Richardson declaring 
that this young oEBcer and Michel were dead, and that 
neither Perrault nor Fontuno had reached the tent, or been 
heard of. Such news could not fail to create despondency. 
AH B'ere shocked at the emaciated countenances and hollow 
TOicea of Dr. Richardgon and hia companion, while Captain 
Franklin and his fellow- suffererB, having become gradually 
accustomed to the dreadful effects of fiunine upon each other, 
were not aware that, to the eyea of their frienda who had 
just arrived, the alteration upon themselves was equally 
melancholy. "The doctor," saya Franklin, "particularly 
remarked the eepalchral tone of our voices, which ho re- 
quested us to make more cheerful if possible, not aware 
that hia own partook of the aame key."* 

The ajrival of the^e friends, however, was soon attended 
with a favourable change. Though greatly reduced, they 
were still in a better condition than their unfortunate com- 
panions, and it was not long till Hepburn shot a. partridge. 
Dr. RichvdBon speedily tore off the feathers, and having 
held it for a few minutes nt the fire, divided it into six 
piecea : Franklin and his companions ravenously devoured 
their portions, "being the first morsel of flesh that any of 
them had tasted for thirty-one days;" and Dr. Richardson 
cheered them witL the prospect that Hepburn might pos- 
sibly bring in a deer in his next expedition. The counsels 
and example of this pious and intelligent man produced the 
best effects on the spirits of lie party. He had brought 
with bim his Testament and Prayer-hook, and by reading 
portions of Scripture appropriate to their situation, and en- 
coBragtng them to join in prayer and thanksgiving, he led 

the only source whence, under the awiiil circum- 

1 in which they were placed, they could derive hope 

• Franklin'* Journey, ji. WT. 
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or consolation. He taught them the necessity of exertion, 
whatever paia it might at first cost ; roused them to pay 
some attention to the cleanliuesa of their apartment, and 
insisted particularly, that during the day they should roll 
up their hlankets, which they liad been in the practice of 
leaving beside the fire where they slept. Their several 
tasks were now allotted to each : Hepburn and Richardson 
went out in search of deer ; while Franklin, being unable 
la walk far, remained nearer the house, and digged under 
the snow for skins, which, during their fanner happy winter 
residence at thia station, when they killed and ate abun- 
dance of game, were throivn away as useless, but now in 
their almost putrid state formed their principal support 
The cutting of firewood was intrusted to Peltier and Sa- 
mandre ; but both were so weak and dispirited, that it was 
generally performed by Hepburn on his return from bunt- 
ing; as for Adam, his legs were still so severely swollen 
that ho kept his bed, though an operation performed by 
Dr. Kichardson gave him some ease. In the mid*t of 
these necessary cares, all seemed for a while to dread ap- 
proaching the subject of Hood and Michel's death ; but at 
length one evening, on the return of the doctor from hunt- 
ing, and after having despatched their usual supper of 
singed skin and bone-soup, they requested him to relate 
the particulars, and a more afOIcting, or, in some real 
a more terrific story, as it appears in his published 
live, could not well he conceived. 

He stated, that after being left by Captain Frai 
they remained beside the fire as long as it huted. 
ao tripe de roche, they supped on an infusion of the 
tea-plant, which was grateful from its warmth, but afiord6<d 
no nourishment, and retired to rest. Next day proved 
stormy, and the snow being so deep that a fire could art 
he kindled with tlie g!:efttt'«\Wi'«ft,v"te.'j 
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some religious books with which the party had been fiir- 
nished before leaving England by the aSectiona^te and pious 
care of a lady. " They proved," saya Richardson, " of in- 
calculable benefit to us. We read portions of them to each 
other as we lay in bed, in addition to the morning and 
evening service, and found that they inspired us on each 
perusal with so strong a sense of the omnipresence of a 
beneficent God, that our situation in these wilds appeared 
no longer destitute; and we conversed not only with calm- 
ness, but with cheerfulneaa, detailing with unrestrained con- 
fidence the past events of our lives, and dweUing with hope 
upon our future prospects."* 

The weather clearing up, Dr. Richardson went out in 
search of tripe de roche, leaving Mr. Hood in bed, and 
Hepburn cutting willows for a fire; but the roclcs were 
covered with ice and snow, and he was unsuccessful. On 
his return he found Michel, the Iroquois, who delivered 
the note from Franklin. -{■ All were surprised to see him 
alone; but he stated that Belanger had separated from him, 
and, as he supposed, lost his way, he himself having wan- 
dered fer from the straight road. They had afterwards 
good reason to suspect the truth of this story, but believed 
it at that moment, and were rejoiced to see him produce a 
hare and a partridge — an unlooked-for supply, which they 
received with humble thankfulness to the Giver of all good. 
Trantlin's note advised them to advance to a little wood of 
pines which would afford better fiiel ; and to this they re- 
moved under the guidance of Michel, who led them straight 
to the spot. 

As he had declared himself so little acquainted with the 
country as to lose his way, it seemed strange that he should 
at once conduct them to the thicket. This roused their 

^k ■ FTinklla's Jaurnof, p. 449. \ \\i\\. v- ^%> 
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attention, and made them fed rather nneosy as to his 
honesty ; and Tsrions circumstances occurred to increase 
their suspicions. He requested the loan of a hatchet, when 
any other hunter would haire taken only his knife. He 
remained abroad all day without any definite emplojTnent. 
He brought them eome raw meat, Baying it was part of 
the carcass of a wolf, but which they had oAenvards rea- 
son to believe was a portion of the bodies of Belanger and 
Perrault, whom they suspected him to have murdered. 
He shunned the society of Dr. Richardson and Mr. Hood. 
reftifiing to sleep in the tent, and preferring to lie alone at 
the fire. On going out with the purpose of remaining a 
whole day, he often returned abruptly, and when questioned 
gave vague answers. In a few days ho began to regret 
that he had left Captain Franklin's party, refused to take 
any share in the labour of cutting wood, talked in a snriv 
and insolent manner, and could scarcely be prevailed upon 
to go out and hunt at all. These Bymptoms of gloomy 
dissatisfeetion increased; he resisted all entreaties, and 
when Mr. Hood, who was now reduced by famine to the 
last extremity, remonstrated with him, he flew into a vio- 
lent passion, and exclaimed, "It is of no use hunting; 
there are no animals; you had better kill and eat me." 
He afterwards, however, consented to go out, but returned 
upon some fHvolous pretence; and on the succeeding day 
that dreadfid catastrophe took place, which will be best 
given in the words of Dr. Richardson's Journal, 

"In the morning," says he, "being Sunday, Oel«ber 
20th, we again urged Michel to go a-hunting, that ba 
might, if possible, leave ua some provision, to-morrow b«ng 
the day appointed for his quitting us; but he showed great 
unwillingness to go out, and lingered about tJie fire trader 
the pretence o{ cWning lus ^n. After we had read the 
morning service,! weivt aboMt tiwsn \o ^».*«st wks* tri^ 
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de Toche, leaving Mr. Hood sitting before the tent at the 
fireside arguing with Michel. Hepburn was employed 
cutting down a tree at a Bnmll distance irom the tent, being 
desirous of accumulating a quantity of firewood. A short 
time after I went out, I heard the report of a gun, and 
about ten minutes afterwards Hepburn called to me in a 
voice of great alarm to come directly. When I arrived, I 
found poor llood lying lifeless at the fireside, a ball having 
apparently entered his forehead. I was at first horror- 
struck with the idea that in a. fit of despondency he had 
hurried himself into the presence of hia Almighty Judge 
by an act of his own hand ; but the conduct of Michel soon 
gave rise to other thoughts, and excited suspicious which 
were confirmed, when, upon examining the body, I found 
that the shot had entered the back part of the head and had 
passed out at the forehead, whilst the muzzle of the gnn 
bad been applied so close as to set fire to the nightcap 
behind. The gun, which was of the longest kind supplied 
to the Indiana, could not have been placed in the positioi 
to inflict such a wound except by a second person. Upon 
inquiring of Michel how it happened, he replied that Mr. 
Hood had sent him into the tent for the short gun, and 
that during his absence the long gun had gone off, he 
not know whether by accident or not. Ue held the short 
gtm in his hand at the time he was speaking. Ilepbur 
afterwards asserted, that previous to the report of the gun, 
Mr. Hood and Michel were speaking to each other ii 
elevated, angry tone; — he addeJ, that Mr. Hood being 
seated at the fireside, was hid from him by intervening 
willows ; but that on hearing tlio report he looked up, and 
saw Michel rising up from before the tent-door, or just 
behind where Mr. Hood was sealed, and then going into 
the tent. Thinking that the gun hod been discharged ( 
purjwse of cleaning it, lie did not go to ftia ?iTe o.V ?\tftV, J 
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and when Michel called to him that Mr. Hood was di 
considerable time had elapsed, • * • Bickereteth'a Scrij 
Help was lying open beside the body, as if it had 
£rom hia band, and it is probable he was reading it at the 
instant of his denth,""' 

Such was the melancholy fate of Mr. Ilood, a young 
officer of the bigheat promiae, who, by his conduct, had 
endeared himself to every member of the expedition, and 
whose sufferings, as they were more intense, from the 
peculiarity of his constitution, were borne with a placid 
and unpretending fortitude, which it was impossible to 
contemplate without emotion. Both Dr. Richardson and 
Hepburn were convinced he had met his death from the 
hands of Michel ; but to have accused him at that moment 
would have been the extremity of rasbnesa. They were 
80 reduced by famine that he could easily have overpowered 
both. His appearance showed that he possessed secret 
supplies of food ; he was of great bodily strength, and was 
armed to the teeth, carrying, besidfis his gun, a brace of 
pistols, an Indian bayonet, and a knife. To have hinted a 
suspicion, therefore, might have been instantly fatal, and 
they affected to consider the death of their companion 
entirely accidental. As his weakness had been the chief 
cause of delaying their journey, they now set out for the 
fort, having first paid the last rites to the dead in the only 
way which their situation would permit. Tho ground was 
HO hard, and their strength so exhausted, that to dig a grave 
was impossible; so they carried the body into the willow 
grove behind the t£nt, and returning to the fire, read the 
funeral service in addition to their evening devotions. 

In the morning, having singed the hair off a portion of 
Mr, Hood's buffalo robe, they boiled and ate it for break- 
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fast. Meanwhile, the conduct of Michel was so extraordi- 
nary, that had they not been already convinced of his 
guilt, no doubt of it could have remained. Though not a 
bi-eath of their suspicions reached his ears, he repeatedly 
protested that he was incapable of committing such an act ; 
ho kept constantly on his guard, appeared fearful of leaving 
Dr. Kichardson and Hepburn alone even for the shortest 
time, and when Hepbnm spoke he liatened anxiously, 
though very imperfectly acquainted with the Englbh lan- 
guage, fixed his eyes keenly upon him, and asked fiercely 
if he accused him of the murder. He evinced great un- 
willingness to set out for the fort, and wished Dr. Kichard- 
son to proceed to the Coppermine River, where he said the 
wooda would supply plenty of deer. Onfinding this advice 
disregarded, hia conduct became more and more alarming; 
he muttered to himself, fell into auUenfitsof abstraction, and 
used those convulsive and abrupt gestures often involun- 
tarily exhibited by a person whose mind is full of soma 
dreadful purpose. Suddenly awakening from this reverie, 
he again expressed hia unwillingness to return to the fort, 
and renewed hia aohcitations to Dr. Richardson to repair to 
the southern wooda, where they would find ample subsist- 
ence. On being requested to pursue his own plan alone, 
and leave tliem to continue their journey, he broke into an 
ungovernable fury, accused Hepburn of having told storiea 
against hira, and assumed such ^rs of superiority as showed 
that ho knew they were both in his power, at the same 
time giving vent to expresaions of hatred against the whita 
people, calling them deadly enemies, and affirming they 
had killed and eaten his uncle and two of his relations. 

None of those menaces were lost upon Richardson and 
Hepbam; Iwth felt they were not safe in this man's com- 
pany; and these dreadful surmises rose into certmnty whea 
I Je threw out hints that he would free Htaa^ fatswi ^ 
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restnunt on the morrow. Being now convinced that, as lie 
bad cruelly murdered Hood, be was resolved alao to sacri- 
fice them, they ascribed his not having already done so to 
the circumBtance of his not knowing the way to the bit, 
and requiring their guidance. They came to this conclu- 
sion without any communication with each other; for their 
fierce companion would not leave them a moment, watching 
them with a malignant look, and frequently muttering 
threats against Hepburn. Towards evening, as they ap- 
proached the spot where it would be necessary to stop for 
the night, Michel halted to gather tripe de roche, and to 
their surprise bade them walk on, and he would soon over- 
take them. Hepburn and Dr. Richardson, now left alone 
together for the first time since Mr. Ilood's death, rapidly 
opened their minds to each other. In addition to the ficts 
already mentioned, others came fo light, which left not tho 
slightest doubt as to Michel's guUt; sod so convinced was 
Hepburn of there being no safety fur them but in hii) death, 
that, though a man of extreme benevolence and deep reli- 
gious principle, he offered to be the instrument of it him- 
Bel£ " Had my own life," says Dr. Richardson, "alone 
been threatened, I would not have purchased it by such a 
measure; but I considered myself as intrusted also with the 
protection of Hepburn's, a man who by his hnmane atten- 
tions and devotedness had so endeared himself to me, that 
I felt more anxiety for his safety than for my own." Ani- 
mated by such feelings, and convinced that Michel's death 
was necessary to self- preservation, he determined that it 
ought to he by his own and not by Hepburn's hand, and on 
his coming up shot him through the head with a pistol. 
It appeared that he had gathered no tripe de roche, and hnd 
halted to put his gun in order, no doubt with the intention 
of attacking Ihem when in the act of encamping.* 
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^^^ Dr. Richardson and Hepburn now pursued their way tt 
^^Bfte fort; but fatigue, and want of food and tiie!, Imd nearly 
^^jproved fatal to tliem. They remarked, however, that re- 
peatedly when death seemed inevitable, an unexpected sup- 
ply of provisions again restored them; and the confidence 
that, when no human help ■was nigh, they were supported 
by a merciful God, inspired them with renewed hope, 
iaat they had the delight of beholding from an eminenco 
the smoke issuing ftom the chimney of the fort, and imme- 
diately after, embracing those friends for whose fate they 
had entertained so many melancholy forebodings. So 
ended this interesting narrative. 

The whole party were now once more united, but under 
circumstances of the most distressing privation; all ema- 
ciated to such a degree as to looli like living skeletflna; 
their hands shook from weakness, so that to take as aim 
was impossible; and the rein-deer, partridges, and other 
gnme^ flew or bounded past in joyousness and aecnrity, 
whilst the unhappy beings who beheld them were gaunt 
with hunger. The winter was closing in with all its hor- 
rors; it became daily more difficult to procure fiiel, the 
labour of cutting and carrying the logs being so grievous 
that only Dr. Richardson and Hepburn could undertake it; 
and to scrape the ground for bones, and to cook this miser- 
able meal, was all Captain Franklin could accomplish. On 
lat November the doctor obtained Bome Iripe de roche; 
and as Peltier and Samandrfi were in the last stage of 
exhaustion, it was hoped a little of the Boup might revive 
them. All was in vain; they tasted a few spoonfuls, but 
soon complained of a soreness in their throats, and both 
died in the course of the night, apparently without pain. 
To inter the bodies, or even carry them to the river, was a 
task for which the united alrengtU of the survivors was 
wdequate; all they could do was to remove t\iftTO"vtAn «* 
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opposite part of the house ; and the living Knd Uib dead 
rera^ed in awful contiguity under the same roof. 

Tho party waa now reduced to four — Franklin, Richard- 
Bon, Hepburn, and Adam. The laiit had become dreadfully 
low since the death of his companions, and could not bear 
to be left alone for a moment. Their stock of bones was 
exhausted, and in a short time it was evident tbat the 
severity of the frost miiHt render the gathering of the tripe 
de roche impossible. Under these circumstances, wiih 
death by famine approaching every hour, this little band 
of pious and brave men were supported by an unwavering 
reliance on the mercy of God. " We read prayers," says 
Captain Franklin, " and a portion of the New Testament 
in the morning and eveniug, as had been our practice 
since Dr. Richardson's arrival; and I may remark, that 
the performance of these duties always afforded ua tho 
greatest consolation, serving to reanimate onr hope in the 
mercy of the Omnipotent, who alone could save and deUver 
us."* It seemed as if it were the mysterious design of the 
Almighty to permit them to be reduced to the lowest 
depth of Hufiering, that his power might bo magnitied at 
the very moment when every human effort appeared utterly 
impotent. Hitherto Dr. Richardson and Hepburn had 
been the healthiest of the party, but they had overwrought 
themselves, and both sunk rapidly. Owing to their loss of 
flesh, the hardness of tho floor, from which they were only 
protected by a single blanket, rendered the whole enrface 
of their bodies sore; yet the labour of turning from one 
side to the otherwas too much for them. Ab their strength 
sunk, their mental faculties .partook of the weakness of 
their frame; and, to employ the candid and simple expres- 
sions of the excellent leader, " an unreasonable pettiahnc 
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with each other began to manifeat itself, each believing the 
other weaker in intellect than himself and more in need of 
advice and assistance." During this gloomy period, after 
the first acute pains of hanger, which lasted but three or 
four days, had subsided, they generally enjoyed the re- 
freshment of sleep, accompanied by dreams which for the 
moat port parfaok of a pleasant character, and very often 
related to the pleasures of feasting.* 

Help, however, was now near at hand, and we shall not 
impair the affecting description of their deliverance by 
giving it in any other than Captain Frankhn's own words : 
— " On November 7th, Adam had passed a restless night, 
being disquieted by gloomy apprehensions of approaching 
death, which they tried in vain to dispel. He was so low 
in the morning as scarcely to be able to speak, and Captain 
Franklin remained by his bedside to cheer him as much as 
possible, whilst the doctor and Hepburn went out lo cut 
wood. They had hardly begun their labour when they 
were amazed at hearing the report of a musket, and could 
scarcely believe that there was any one near till they heard 
a shout, and espied three Indians close to the bouse. Adam 
and Franklin heard the latter noise, and were fearful that 
some part of the Louse had fallen upon one of their com- 
panions — a disaster which had been thought not unlikely. 
The alarm was only momentary; for Dr. Richardson came 
in to communicate the joyful intelligence that relief had 
arrived. He and Captain Franklin immediately addressed 
their thanksgivings to the Throne of Mercy for this de- 
liverance; but poor Adam was in so low a state that bo 
could scarcely comprehend the information. When the 
Indians entered, he attempted to rise, but immediately 
Bank down again. But for this seasonable interposition 
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of Providence, his existence imist have terminated in 
honra, and that of the rest probably in not many dayi 
The Indiana who had been despatched by Mr. 
had travelled with great expedition, and brought a 
supply of provisiona. They imprudently presented too 
much food at first; and though aware of the effects which 
might arise from a, Burfeit, and warned by Dr. Richardflon 
to eat very sparingly, the sight of the venison was irresiF- 
tihle; and it was devoured by them all, not excluding the 
doctor himself with an avidity that Eoon produced the 
most acute pains, which daring the night deprived them of 
rest. Adam, whose weakness rendered him unable to feed 
himself, was not subjected to the Eame inconvenience, and 
taking moderate meals revived hourly. All now wan 
thankfulness and cheerful activity. Boudel-heU, the 
yoimgest Indian, after an hour's real, returned to the 
encampment of Akaitcho, the Dog-rib chie^ carrying a 
note from Captain Franklin, and a request for another 
supply of provisions. The two others, named in their 
familiar manner Crooked Foot and (he Kat, remained to 
nurse the white men. Under their care the apartment 
lately so desolate, and something between a. sepulchre Mid 
a lazar-house, assumed a gladdened look, which had the 
best effect. The dead bodies were removed, the room 
cleaned of its filth and fragments of pounded bones, and 
large cheerful fires produced a sensation of comfort to 
which they had long been strangers. The poor eufferen 
hod often cast a wishful cyo on a pile of dried wood nwr 
the river, hut were utterly unohle to carry it up the bank. 
When pointed out to the Indiana, they fetched it home 
with a rapidity which astonished their feeble friends. 
" They set about everything," eays Franklin, " with an 
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activity which amazed as. Indeed, contrasted with our 
emaciated figures and extreme debility, their frames ap- 
peared to 118 gigantic, and their strength Bupematnral." 

Under the care of the Indians, and the blessing of 
wholesome and regular meals, the strength of the party 
was 80 fiir restored, that, although still feeble, on the 16th, 
after having united in prayer and thanksgiving to God for 
their deliverance, they left Fort Enterprise — a spot where, 
as they hod formerly enjoyed much comfort if not happi- 
ness, they had latterly experienced a degree of misery 
scarcely to be paralleled.* The Indians treated them with 
unremitting kindness, gave them their own anow-s! 
and walked at their side to be ready to lift them np when 
they fell. In this manner they pushed forward to the 
abode of Akoitcho, the Indian chief, who welcomed them 
with the utmost hospitality. Soon after ^ey received 
letters from their friends at Fort Providence, and the mes- 
flenger also bronght two trains of dogs, a package of spirits 
and tobacco for the Indians, and a supply of shurts and 
clothes for Captain Franklin and his companions. The 
gratification of changing their linen, which had been un- 
interruptedly worn ever since their departure from the 
sea-coast, is descril>ed as conveying an intensity of comfort 
lo which no words can do justice. From this spot their 
progress to Fort Providence and thence to Montreal was 
prosperous and easy ; and thus terminated their long, fa- 
tiguing, and disastrous travels in North America, having 
journeyed by water and by land, including their navigation 
of the Polar Sea, 5550 milea. 

So disastrous had been the result of his first expedition, 
A so appalUng the sufferings with which it was accom- 
ied, that nothing assuredly can convey & more honour- 

• FraoiVm'i Jonmey, 5. WO. 
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able teatimony to the enthusiastic zeal and unshaken per- 
severance of Caption Franklin, than the statement of the 
Himple taet, that towards the close of 1823, having learnt 
the determination of government lo make another attempt 
to effect a northern passage by sea between the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans, he, to use his own words, " ventured 
to lay before his Majesty's government tt plan for an es- 
pedition overland to the mouth of the Mackenzie RiTcr, 
and thence by sea to the north-westera extremity of 
America, with the combined object also of surveying the 
coast between the Mackenzie and the Coppermine Rivers." 

It was the opiolon of this able officer that, in the course 
he now proposed to follow, reverses similar to those which 
had anrrounded his first journey were scarcely to be ap- 
prehended ; and his views having met the approbation of 
govemment,Jic received directions for the equipment of the 
expedition, and was nominated its commander. lie had 
the satisfaction also of being once more act^ompanied by 
his valued friend Dr. Richardson, who, unappalled by his 
former dreadful sufferings, again offered his services as 
naturalist and surgeon, and volunteered to undertake the 
survey of the coast between the Mackenzie and Copper- 
mine Rivers, while Captain Franklin was occupied in an 
attempt to reach Icy Cape.* Previous to the departure of 
the ships, a correspondence was opened with the governor 
and directors of the Hudson's Bay Company, who trans- 
mitted injunctions to their officers in the fur-countriea, to 
provide depots of provisions at the stations pointed out by 
Franklin. 

The bnilding of proper boats for the navigation of tfao 
Arctic Sea, as well as the passage of the rapids between 
York Factory and Mackenzie River, fonned 1 
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object of attention. It waa evident that the canocB o> 
birch-bark employed by Sir A. Mackenzie, and by Cap- 
tain Pi-antlin in hia first journey, though excellently 
adapted for the American riverd, uniting lightneHS and 
facility of repair with speed, were yet, from the tendemesa 
of the bark, little fitted to resist the force of the arctic 
waves, or the collision of the aharp-poiated masaea of iee. 
Captain Franklin accordingly obtained the Admiralty's 
permiaaion to have three boats constructed at Woolwich 
under his own superintendence. " They were built," aaye 
he, " of mahogany, with timbers of ash, both enda exactly 
alike, and fitted to be steered either with a ship-oar or a 
rudder. The largest, being twenty-six feet long and five 
feet fuur inches broad, was adapted for six rowers, a steers- 
man, and an ofGoer ; it waa found to be capable of carrying 
three tons weight in addition to the crew, and could be 
transported with ease on the shoulders of six men. The 
two other boats were twenty-four feet in length, four feet 
ten inches broad, and held a crew of five men, beaidea a 
steersman and an officer, with an e.xtra weight of two and 
a half tens. In addition to these, another little vessel was 
constructed at Woolwich, which reflected great credit upon 
its inventor, Lieutenant-Colonel Pasley of the Royal En- 
gineers. Its shape waa exactly that of one of the valves 
of a walnut-shell, and it was framed of well-aeasoned 
planks of ash, fastened together with thongs, and covered 
with Mackintosh's prepared canvass. It weighed only 
eighty-five pounds, and when taken to pieces could be 
made up in five or six parcels, and again put together in 
leas than twenty minutes, although it was nine feet long 
by four feet four inches in breadth."* Each person on 
board waa provided with two suits of waterproof dreaaes, 

^^L * Fraakliii'a Second Joumcf , Intro. Chup. ^^. \&, \% 
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prepared by Mr. Maddntoah of Glasgow ; the guns, wliich 
were of the eame bore as the fowliog-pieceB ^niished by 
the Hudson's Bay Company tn the Indian huntcra, had 
thrir locks tempered to resist the cold — each being fitted 
with a broad Indian dagger similar to a bayonet, wliich, 
on being disjoined, could be used as a kni/e. Ammimitiin 
of the best quality, and a store of provisions finfficient III 
two years, were also supplied. 

The expedition sailed from Liverpool on 16th Febrnaijr 
1825, and after a favourable paesage to New York, pro- 
ceeded to Albany, travelled through Utica, Rochester, and 
Geneva, crossed the Niagara and Lake Ontario, coasted 
the northern shore of Lake Superior, and thence pushed 
forward through Uainy Lake, the Lake of the Woods, Lafcf 
Winipeg, Sftakatchawan River, and arrived at CumberUuul 
House on 15th June. From this station, proceeding north- 
ward to Isle a la Crosse, and passing through Deep Rivcf 
and Clear and Buffalo Lakes, they overtook tfaeir boats in 
Methye River on the laoming of 29th June. The advanced 
period of the season rendered it impossible to embark od 
the Mackenzie before the middle of August, go that it be- 
came necessary to postpone the great expedition till the eu- 
sning summer. They accordingly established their winter 
quarters on the banks, erecting a habitation and store, which 
they named Fort Franklin, The superintendenee of lhe« 
bnUdings vsM committed to Lieutenant Back, while Captmn 
Franklin determined to descend the river, tAke a view of 
the state of the Polar Sea, and return to winter qiuulen 
before the extreme cold should set in. In this voyage 
Ihete occurred nothing worthy of particular notice till the 
Btrival at Whale Island, where, though Mackenzie had tbe 
strongest reasons to conclude that he bad reached the tea, 
he appears not to have been completely satisfied on tho 
point. Probably tva 4wj\j^b mqmi^^ow ftia {tosIi tule of 
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the water. Franklin, however, proceeded beyond Whale 
laland, and readied the shore of the great Arctic Ocean. 
" Embarking," flays he, " at eleven A.M., we eonlinued our 
course along the shore of EUice Island, until we found its 
coast trending southward of east. There we landed, and 
were rejoiced at the sea-like appearance to the northward. 
An island waH now discovered to the north-east, looking 
blue from its distance, towards which the boat was im- 
mediately directed. The water, which for the last eight 
miles had been very shallow, became gradually deeper, and 
of a more green colour, though still fresh, even when we 
had entirely lost sight of the eastern land. In the middle 
of the traverse we were caught by a strong contrary wind, 
against which our crews cheerfully contended for five hours. 
Unwilling to return without attaining the object of our 
search, when the strength of the rowers was nearly 
exbaualed the sails were set double-reefed, and our excellent 
boat mounted over the waves in a most buoyant manner, 
whilst an opportune alteration of the wind enabled us in the 
course of another hour to fetch info smoother water under 
the shelter of the island. We then pulled across a line of 
strong ripple, which marked the termination of the fresh 
water, that on the seaward side being brackish ; and in the 
farther progress of three miles to the island, we bad the 
indescribable pleasure of finding the water decidedly salt. 
The sun was setting as the boat touched the beach ; we 
hastened to the moat elevated part of the island, about two 
hundred and fifty feet high, to look around ; and never was 
a prospect more gratifying than that which lay open to as. 
The Rochy Mountains were seen from S.W. to W.JN., and 
from the latter point, round by the north, the sea appeared 
in all its majesty, entirely free from ice, and without any 
visible obstruction to its navigation. Many seals and black . 

K while whales were seen sporting on its 'wavts, atvi. VN^'a ^^^J 
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whole scene was calculated to excite in our minds the tnont 
flattering expectations of our own snccese and that of our 
friends in the Uecla and the Fury." * Frantliu pronounce* 
a high encomium on the accuracy of Mackenzie, and con- 
siders him as completely entitled to the praLee of having 
reached the Arctic Sea, although, ovving to the frail con- 
Btruction of the Indian canoes, it was Impossible for 1 
sail to the point whore the water became salt. 

Having accomplished his design in this preUniiBai|^ 
jonrney, Franklin returned on 5th September to hia winter 
quarters on Great Bear Lake. About the same time Or. 
BIchardsoa arrived from hia excursion to the north- eastern 
shores of the same estensive sheet of water, having com- 
pleted his survey as far as the influx of Efease's River, and 
ascertained that the first rapid was the best point to which 
the eastern detachment of the ejqiedition should direct its 
course on their return from the Coppermine in the follow- 
ing season. Meantime the people were so busily employed 
that tJme never hung heavy on their hands, and the shortest 
day coine almost unexpectedly upon them. The Canadians 
and Indians were engaged in fisliing and hunting for the 
support of the whole party, and during the autttnm the 
nets yielded daily eight hundred lish uf the kind calW 
herring- salmon. Four Dog-rib Indians, along with the 
two interpreters, Augustus and Ooligbuck, were employed 
in hunting rein-deer, and the sailors were divided into 
different parties, lo whom separate duties wore allotted ; 
such as attending on the nets, bringing home the veniaon 
killed by the hunters, felling, carrying, and Hplitijng wood, 
and exercising themselves in running as letter-carriers on 
BOow-shoes between Fort Franklin and two other small 
posts established on the Mackenzie and Slave Laki^ A 



I 182S.] APPKOACH OF BPRINQ. 227 

school also was opened, in which, during the loag winter 
evenings, the officers inatmcted the sailors in reading, 
writing, and arithmetic ; and daring the hoars of relaxation 
the hall was given up to the men to divert themselveB with 
any game they chose ; on which occasions they were 
always joined by the officers. Sunday was invariably a 
day of rest, and the whole party attended divine service 
morning and evening. Besides this, the officers had ample 
employment in noting down the therm ometrieal, magnetical, 
and atmospherical ohaervations, in writing their journals, 
finishing their charts and drawings, and arranging the 
objects of natural history which had been collected.* They 
were amused by occasional visits of the Dog-rib Indians, 
and varioas other tribes ; and Christmas-day falling on a 
Sonday, they on the succeeding evening gave a dance and 
supper, which was attended by sixty persons, inclnding 
savages« " Seldom," says Franklin, " in such a confined 
space as our hall, or amongst the same number of persons, 
was there a greater variety of character, or greater con- 
fusion of tongues. The party consisted of Englishmen, 
Highlanders (who mostly conversed with each other in 
Gaelic), Canadians (who spoke French), Esquimaux, Che- 
pewyans, Dog-rihs, Hare Indiana, Cree women and children, 
all mingled together in perfect harmony, whilst the amuse- 
ments were varied by English, Gaelic, and French songs."-]- 
The spring now approached, and the migratory animals, 
which observe with beautiful exactness their perioda of 
departure and arrival, began to appear, gladdening the yet 
wintry face of uiiture. On 5th October the laat s' 
passed to the southward, and on the 11th the last brown 
duck was noticed. On 6th May the first swan was seen, 
and on the 8th the brown ducks reappeared on the lake. 

^U • Frnnllin'it Sceuad Jouravy, p. 5i-50. ■\ l\ji4.,'5- CT- 
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The moaiiea began to sprout, and various singing birds and 
orioles, along with soma swifts and wliite geese, arrived soon 
after. It is remarked by Dr. Richardson, thattbe eiogiDg 
birds, which wore silent on the banks of the Bear Lake 
during the day, serenaded their mates at midnight; at 
which time, however, it was quite Ught. On 20th May 
the little stream which flowed past the fort burst ita icy 
chains, and the laughing geese arrived to give renewed 
cheerfulness to the lake. Soon after this the winter green 
began to push forth its flowers ; and under the increasing 
warmth of the sun's rays the whole face of nature under- 
went A delightful change. The snow gradually melted, the 
ice broke up from the shores of the lake, the northern sky 
became red and luminous at midnight, the dwarf-birch and 
willows expanded their leaves, and by the 3d June the 
anemones, the tusailago, the Lapland rose, and other early 
plants, were in full flower.* , 

Admonished by these pleasing changes, Captain Frank- 
lin prepared to set out, and on 1 5tb June the equipmeolA 
for the boats were completed. Fourteen men, inclnding 
Augustus, the Esquimaux interpreter, accompanied the 
commander-in-chief and Lieutenant Back in the two larger 
boats, the Lion and the Eeliance; whilst nine men, and 
Ooligbuck, another interpreter, attended Dr. Kichardaon 
and Mr. Kendall in the Dolphin and the Union, ^pare 
blankets, and all that could be useful for the voyage, or 
as presents to the Eaquimaus, were divided between the 
eastern and western parties. On the Sunday before their 
departure, the officers and men assembled at divine wor- 
ship, and, in addition to the usual service, the spedal pro- 
tection of the Almighty was implored tor the enterpriM 
npon which they were about to be engaged. All was now 
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^^Hhady, and on Tuesday, 28th June, they embarked upon 
^Hne Mackenxie, with the uavigntion of which the reader ii 
already familiar. On the 4th Jnly they reached that part 
where the river divides into Tarioua channels, and tha 
two parties had determined to pursue different directions. 
The expedition which was to follow the western branch, 
commanded by Captain Franklin, embarked first, at Dr. 
Kichardaon's desire, with a salute of three hearty cheers 
from their companions ; and aa they dropt down the river 
and passed round a point of land, they perceived their 
friends who were to follow the eastern hraneh employed in 
the hufltle of embarkation. All were in high spirita, and 
it was irapOBsihle not to contrast their present complete 
state of equipment with the circumstances of their first 
disastrous jonrney. 

On reaching the mouth of the Mackenzie, the western 
expedition came almost immediately into contact with the 
Esquimaux. Captain Franklin ohsen-ed an encampment 
upon a neighbouring island, and instantly proceeded to open 
a communication. A selection of presents was made, and 
at the same time every man was directed to have his gun 
ready for uae. Having adopted these precautions, they 
steered direct for the island with their ensigna flying' The 
boats touched ground when about a mile from the beach. 
Signs were made to the Esquimaux to come off', and the 
English pulled back a little to await their arrival in deeper 
water. Three canoes, each carrying only a single person, 
pushed off, and these were followed rapidly by others; bo 
that in a few minutes the whole space between the boats 
and the shore was alive with those littlo vessels which they 
name kayaks. An attempt was at first made to count 
them, and the amlors got the length of seventy; hut they 
increased in such quick snccexsion as to baffle ihevc (^-c^'om | 
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Al 6rEt ertsythtag fmcee^ed is a tieodly manner. 
Ao^nrtna, afler ddirerin^ a present, informed iLem, tliat 
if the EngiiA aaecnded in finding a navi^ble cfaaiuicl fur 
large dupa, ut adTanUgeoos trade wovld be opened. This 
i"<i-"*i'™ was leeeired irtlh a deafening sbout, and the 
■gfct of the |it«9enlB which had been carried away by the 
tkree feranoet kayaks inflamed ibe cnpidity of their com- 
puutms; so that the boats were in a moment eaiToiind«d 
by nearly three hundred persons, offering fiur sale iheir 
bows, arrows, and speara, wilb a violence and pereeveranor 
which became at last esceedingly troubleeome, and Captain 
Franklin directed the boats to be pnt to seaward. At thi^ 
KomeDt a kayak was upset by one of the oars of the Lion, 
and its nnhappy possessor vas stuck by the accident with 
his head in the mud, and bis heels in the air. He was 
instantly extricated, wrapt in a warm great-coat, ami 
placed in the boat, where, although at first escessivelc 
fiighlened and angrj-, be soon became reconciled to bi« 
situation, and looking about, discovered many bal^ and 
other articles which had hitherto been carefiilly concealed. 
His first impulse was to aak for everything he saw, hij 
next to be indignant that his requests wore not granted; 
and on joining hii^ companions, as they allerwards learned, 
he harangued ou the inexhaustible richer of the Lion, and 
proposed a plan for a genera] attack and pillage of both the 
boats. This scheme was immediately carried into esecn- 
tion; and although the plunderers at first affected to be 
partly in sport, matters soon assumed a serious complexion. 
Two of the most powerful men, leaping on board, seiEcd 
Captain Fraukliu, forced him to sit between them, and 
when he shook them ofi', a third took his station in &ontto 
catch his arm whenever he attempted to raise his gun or 
l&y hia hand on the broad dagger which hung by his sido. 
Dunng this asaauU tVe Uvti'\iQ?A% -wefis 'i\iAtKi,-s 4xt.^^ lu 
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the ahore, and a numerous party, etripping to the waiat and 
brandishing their long sliarp knives, ran to the Reliance, 
and commenced a regular pillage, handing the articlca to 
the women, who, ranged in a row hehind, quickly conveyed 
them out of sight. No sooner was the bow cleared of one 
set of niaraudera, than another party commenced their 
operations at the stern. The Lion was beset by smaller 
numbers, and her crew, hy iirmly keeping their seats on 
the canvass cover spi-ead over the cargo, and heating oiT 
the natives with the butt-end of their muskets, succeeded 
in preventing any article of importance from being carried 
away- Irritated, at length, hy their frequent failure, the 
Esquimaux made a simultaneous charge, and, leaping on 
board, began to wrest the daggers and shot-belts from the 
sailors, and to atrike with their knives. In the midat of 
this attack, when the crew in the Lion were nearly over- 
powered, and their commander disarmed, all at once the 
nativea took to their hecla, and concealed themselves 
behind the drift limber and canoes on the beach. This 
sudden panic was occasioned by Cftptain Back, whose boat 
at this time had been got afloat, commanding his crew to 
level their muskets — a proceeding which was immediately 
observed by the Esquimaux, though not noticed by Captain 
Franklin's men, who were wholly occupied in defending 
tliemselves. The Lion happily floated soon after; and as 
both boats pulled off. Captain Franklin desired Augustus 
to inform some of the Esquimaux, who manifested a dispo- 
sition to follow and renew the attack, that he wonld shoot 
tJie first man who ventured to approach within musket- 
range.* 

In the evening, Augustus anxiously entreated penniasion 
to attend a conference of his countrymen on the shore, to 

• Fnintliai Second Jonmey, p. 1(1\-WT . 



which he had been fonnally Invited, The courage and 
fidelity of this poruoa had much endeared him to the 
English, and it was not without hesitation that Captain 
Franklin agreed to his request, as he stated his detennhia- 
tion to reprove the natives for their disgraceful coaducL 
He was at length allowed l« go, and by the time be 
reached the shore the number of Esquimaux amounted tn 
forty, all of them armed. On landing, he walked un- 
danntedly into the middle of the assembly, and addressed 
them in the following animated speech, which he afterwards 
repeated t« hia EngUsh frienda; — "Your conduct," said 
he, " has been very bad, and unlike all other Esquimaoi. 
Some of yon even stole from me, your countryman; bat 
that I do not mind. I only regret that you shoidd have 
treated in this violent manner the white people, who came 
solely to do you kindness. My tribe were in the same 
unhappy state in which you now are before the white people 
came to Churchill ; but at present they are supplied with 
everything they need; and you see that I am well clothed, 
I get everything I want, and am very comfortable. You 
cannot expect, after the transactions of this day, that theiw 
people will ever bring any articles to your country again, 
unless yoU'show your contrition by returning the stolen 
goods. The white people love the Esquimaux, and wish (■> 
show tbem the^mo kindness that they bentow upon the 
Indians. Do not deceive yourselves, and suppose that they 
are afraid of you; I tell you they are not, and that it is 
entirely owing to their hmnanity that many of you were 
not killed lo-day, for they have all guns with which they 
can destroy you either near or at a distance. I also have 
a gnu, and can assure you that if a white man haid fallen. 
I would have been the first to have revenged his death." 
During this apecch, which was delivered, as they percaiv ai 
from the boata, wit\i taucV tivw^ ^Mii wj\rjj& ^ 
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tion, the Esquimaux espresaed their approbation by frequent 
shouts, and on its concluaion made a very penitent, though 
BOmewhat singular apology; " They had never seen ^'hite 
men before," they said, " and really all the things in the 
boats were bo beautiful and desirable that it was impossible 
not lo steal them. As they were very anxious, however, 
for the friendship and trade of the white men, they 
Bolemnly promised never to repeat such conduct, and, at 
the request of Augustus, sent back the large kettle, the 
lent, and some pairs of shoee which they had carried off."* 
The iutcrpreter was afterwards invited to a dance, and a 
friendly understanding seemed to be established; but Cap- 
tain Franklin soon discovered that the professions of the 
natives were hoUow and treacherous, and nothing bat his 
jealous precautions saved him and his companions from 
massacre, in which it had been resolved to include the 
faithful Augustus. 

Their voyage along the coast in the direction of west- 
north-weflt, after a progress of twelve miles, was impeded 
by the iee stretehing from the shore far to seaward. The 
boats were in consequence hauled up ; and as the fro'Zen 
masses were piled round to the height of thirty feet, it 
became necessary to await the breaking up of this formid- 
able barrier. Having gone to sleep, the officers were startled 
at midnight by the guard calling to arras ; Three Esqui- 
maux, belonging to a larger party encamped at some dis- 
tance, had stolen forward, and been only discovered when 
close at hand. Alarmed at the appearance of the men, 
who Btood to their arms, the strangers were on the point o( 
discharging their arrows, when they were arrested by the 
B of Augustus, who explained the object of the 
dition, and dilated upon the advantages which they 

* Fraaklln'a Scconil Jourafy, pp. lOB, ITO. 
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would derive from it, A present confirmed his ettttement, 

and an amicable interconrBe wes opened — a line, however, 
being first drawn at a certain distance l>om the tents, acrosa 
which no Esquimaux was to pass, onder the penalty of 
being instantly ahot. Against thia they made no remon- 
stranee, only remarking, when informed of the treacherous 
conduct of the mitives at the month of Mackenzie River, 
that " these were had men, altogether different from tbran, 
and never failed either to steal or quarrel whenever an 
opportmiity was olTered." The delight exhibited by these 
people, including the most elderly among them, on receiving 
any little present, was exactly similar to that of children 
when they get hold of toys. They ran from one thing to 
another; examined with restless cnriosity every part of 
Augustus' dress, who, to gratify his vanity, had put on \us 
gayest apparel ; and, ignorant of the nses of the articles 
presented to them, they walked about with cod-fish hooks 
and ..aIs dangling from the nose, and copper thimbles 
Strang to their trousers or rein-deer jackets. The men were 
robust, and taller than those seen on the east coast bv 
Captain Farry, though their manner of life appeared to be 
nearly the same. With the broad noae and small eyes, 
which peculiarly distinguish the whole Esquimaux tribes, 
they had the cheekbones less projecting than those of thn 
eastern coaiit. From a constant exposure to the glare of 
the ice and snow, the whole party were afflicted with sore 
eyes, and two of the old men seemed nearly blind. They 
wore the hair on the upper lip and chin, and every tnan 
had pieces of bone or shells thrust through the eeplum of 
the nose, whilst holes were pierced on each side of the nttdcr 
lip, in which were placed circular pieces of imry with a 
large blue bead in the centre — omaraente which ihey 
valued highly, and declined selling. Their clothes 5 
sisted of a jacket ot reiti-lew iArtn.-«i\<!n «.dKvei.\iOD.Vsi 
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before, and a small bood ; breeclics of the stune material, 
and large seal-Bkin boots. The dress of tbe females differed 
from that of the men only in their wearing wide trousers, 
and in tlie aize of their hoods, which did not fit close to the 
head, but were made lai^e for the purpose of receiving their 
children : these were ornamented with stripes of different 
coloured skins, and round tbe top was fastened a band of 
wolf's hair, made to stand erect. The women were from 
fom* feet and a half to four feet three quarters high, and 
some of the younger, though too corpulent, were pretty; 
their black hair waa tasteftdly turned np irom behind to the 
top of the head, and braided with strings of white and blue 
bpada and cords of white deer-skin. Both men and women 
were much pleased by having their portraits sketched by 
Captma Back ; and one yonng lady, who sat for & full- 
length, and chose the extraordinary attitude of stuffing both 
hands into her breeches-pockets, interrupted the labours of 
the draughtsman by repeatedly jumping into the air, and 
smiling in a very ludicrous and irresistible manner. The 
men were armed with bows and arrows, long knives, which 
they concealed in the skirt-sleeve, and apeara tipped with 
bone.* 

The Esquimaux had predicted, that as soon as a strong 
wind began to blow from the land it wonld loosen the ice; 
and on 12th July a heavy rain with a pretty high gale set 
in, and opened up a passt^e. Tbe boats accordingly were 
launched; and, passing a wide bay named by the com- 
mander a^r hid friends Captains Sabine and King, they 
were suddenly arrested by a compact body of ice, and en- 
veloped at the same time in a dense fog. On attempting to 
pull back for the purpose of landing, they diaeovered that 
the ice had closed between Ihem and the shore. In this 
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situation only one BlWmative was left, wbicU was to pnll 
to seaward and truce the outer border of the ice. This they 
at laBt effected ; though a sudden change of wind brought 
on a heavy swell, and surrounded them with floating maaxee 
of ico, which threatened to crush the boata to pieces. They 
Buoceeded, however, after five hours employed in pulling in 
and out between these floating icebergs, in reaching the 
fihore and landing a little to the west of Point Sabinn. After 
a detention of two days they proceeded as far as Point Kay; 
but being here again impeded hy a compact body of ioc, 
which extended to seaward as far as the eye could reach, 
they were obliged to encamp and wait patiently for the first 
etrong breeze from the land. 

The time of tiieir sojourn in these arctic solitndes wu 
pleasantly occupied in making astronomical observatjons, 
collecting speciraona of the plants in flower, Bketchiiig 
scenery, and completing charts of the coast. Augustas 
went in search of Lis countrymen, and returned at night 
with a young Esquimaux and his wife, who, after a few 
presents, became loquacious, and informed them that the 
ice would soon break up. Symptoms of this desirable 
change were accordingly observed next day, and with great 
labour they reached Hereehel Island. At the moment they 
made the shore a herd of rein-deer came bounding down to 
the beach, pursued by three Esquimaux hunters, and imme- 
diately took the water, whilst the natives, startled at sight 
of the strangers, gazed for a moment, consulted amoitgitt 
themselves, changed the heads of their arrows, and prepared 
thdr bows. Their hostile intentions, however, were laid 
aside when they were addressed by Augustus; and iu th« 
evening a largo party arrived, bringing dried meat, fish, 
and game, for which tliey received presents in exchange;, 
which BCt them Mw^tig Rttddaucing round the encamj 
for the greater purt ni ftve ■q\^\.. 
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From these people was collected some curious infonua- 
tion. They stated that they procured beada, knives, and 
iron, principally from Esquimaux residing; far away to the 
west, and also from Indiana who came amtually from the 
interior by a river directly opposite the encampment, to 
which Captain Prankliu gave the name of Mountain Indian 
Kiver." Whence the Indians or the Esquimaux obtained 
these goods they could not tell, but supposed it was from 
Kabloonacht or white men, at a great distance to the west. 
The articles were not of Britiah manufacture, from which 
Captain Franklin concluded that the Kabloonacht must be 
the Russian fur-traders. 

It was with great difficulty that the boats made even a 
short distanca from Herschcl Island. Tho ice repeatedly 
closed in upon them, leaving only a narrow channel, often 
too shallow to float the boats; and dense fogs now became 
frequent, rendering their navigation peculiarly hazardous, 
These dreary curtains hanging over the ice gave it the 
appearance of water, and exposed them to the danger of 
being shut in by an impenetrable barrier when tbey ex-- 
pected an open sea. They continued their course, however, 
till they came abreast of Mount Conybeare, when they 
encamped, and crossing a swampy level, ascended to the 
summit, from which they enjoyed a striking view into the 
interior. Three noble ranges of mountains were seen 
parallel to the Buckland chain, but of less altitude, whUst 
the prospect was bounded by a fourth range, mingling their 
pyramidal fJummita with the clouds, and covered with snow. 
From this last encampment their advance was extremely 
slow. The boala were pushed forward through small lanes, 
the utmost vigilance being necessary to prevent their being 
entirely shut in, as a few hours oJlen made essential 
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chungea, and their frail craft could only be saved by being 
frequently hauled upon the beach. The calm weather also 
retarded them, and they earnestly longed for a strong gale 
to break up the compacted fields of ice, and permit them lu 
continue their voyage. 

After a detention of Bome days their wishes aeemed about 
to be gratified. At midnight, on the 25th July, a strong 
Bouth- westerly breesie sprung up, accompanied by thunder 
and lightning; but in the morning an impenetrable fog 
hnng over the sea. On the laud side the prospect was 
equally dreary ; an extensive awamp, in which they sunk 
ankle-deep at every step, prevented any excuTBions into the 
interior, and the clouds of mosquitoea which for ever buzzed 
around them kept them in a perpetual irritation. At length, 
however, the fog dispersed, disclosing an open lane of 
water about half a mile from shore; following its conne 
for eight miles, they came to the month of a wide river, 
which hod its rise in the British range of mountains. Its 
course approached near the line of demarcation between the 
American dominions of Great Britain and Russia, and Cap- 
tain Franklin named it the Clarence Hiver, after his present 
Majesty, then Lord High Admiral. On the most elevated 
part of the coast near its mouth they erected a pile of drift 
wood, under which was deposited a tin box, containing a 
royal silver medal, and an account of the proceedings of 
the expedition; after which the Union dag was hoisted 
with three hearty cheers. 

They now continued their voyage, though often beset by 
ice and interrupted by fogs; and passing the boundary be- 
tween Rnssian and British America, descried an encamp- 
ment of natives on a low island, surrounded by many 
oomiaks and kayaks guarded by Esquimaux dogs, whilst 
their masters weie fo^V aAV&e^ to the tents. The 
preter being iespaVtVei lo ■(ovKe "Cueia, 
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took place. At hia first call a little squabby womaa ruebed 
out in a state of perfect nudity, uttered a loud yell, and 
instantly ran back agdin to rouse ber husband, who, sbout- 
ing out tbat atrangera were at hand, aweke tbe wliole band. 
lu a moment all seized tbcir arms, and without waiting to 
put on their deer-ekia breeches oi jackete, swarmed out 
upon the beach, which in an instant was covered with fifty- 
four grown-up persona, completely naked, very ontrageoua, 
dirty, and ugly. A short parley quieted their feara, an 
interchange of presents took place, and the boats crossed 
CnmdeaBay, having in view the noble range of the Koraan- 
zoff Mountains, whose peaks were covered with snow. 

Soon after they arrived at the mouth of a river, which, 
discharged into the sea so great a volume of water, that 
even three miles from land the taste was perfectly fresh; 
and having reached latitude 70° 7', farther progreMS was 
prevented by ice closely packed on the outer border of a 
reef, and they discovered tbat the great chain of the Rocky 
Mountains either terminated abreast of their present situa- 
tion, or receded so far to the southward as to f^e away in 
(he distaacc. During their detention. Captain Back, to 
whose pencil we are indebted for many admirable drawings 
of arctic scenery, made a sketch of the most western moun- 
lain, which they named Mount Copleston.* Various cir- 
cnmstanees now warned them that mueh farther progresa 
along this inhospitable coast was impracticable. The fogs 
became more frequent and perilous, the water was often 
so shallow that even at two miles from shore the boats 
grounded, and on getting into deeper sonndings, the re- 
peated shocks received from masses of floating iee severely 
injured their timbers, especially those of the Lion, which 
waa very leaky. StUl thry struggled on fr«m Flaxman 
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Island along a low desolate sbore, rendered more dmay 
by the Btormy weather, till on the lOth a gale bron^t 
along with it a tliick fog, and they hauled up the boats, 
encamping on a low epot, which they named Foggy Island. 
Here they kindled fires, dried their clothes, which were 
completoly wet with the moisture of the atmosphere, and 
amused themsclvca in their murky prison by proceeding in 
search of rein-deer. The fog caused frequent and aomft- 
times ludJcroua mistakes; and on one occasion, after the 
men had spent a long time in stealing upon Home deer, and 
were congratulating themselves on coming within shot, to 
their amazement the animals took wing and diuappeared in 
the fog, with a scream and cackle which at once declared 
their genua, and seemed to deride tho credulity of their 
pursuers. " We witnessed with regret," aays Captain 
Franklin, " in these short rambles, the havoc which this 
dreary weather made among the flowers. Many which had 
been blooming upon om- arrival were now lying prostrate 
and withered, and these symptoms of decay could not fiul 
painfully to remind us that the term of our operations was 
&8t approaching. Often at this time did every one express 
a wish that we hod some decked vessel, in which the pro- 
'risions could be secured from the injury of salt water, and 
the crew sheltered when they required rest, that wo might 
quit this shallow coast and steer at once towards Icy Cape.'"' 
So frequently did they attempt to fidfil this desire, and so 
perpetually were they driven back by the fog closing in 
upon them, that tho saUors declared thcislaud was enchanUid. 
Indeed, to a superstitious mind, the appearances furnished 
eome ground for believing it. The fog would oflen dis- 
perse, and permit a short glimpse of a poin^tabout three 
miles distant, bearing northwest by weal; 
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every tand waa &t wort, the boats were launched, the crews 
ombarted ; but before they could be dragged into deep 
water, the Bpirit of the mist once more drew his impene- 
trable curtain round them, and after resting a while on their 
oarH, they were compelled to pull back to their old quar- 
ters. Scarcely had they kindled a fire and begun fo dry 
their clothes, soaked with wading over the flats, when the 
fog again opened, the boats were launched, and the desired 
point almost gained; but their tormentor once more enve- 
loped earth and ocean in a thicker gloom than before, 
" Fog is, of all others," says Captain Franklin, " the most 
hazardous state of the atmosphere for navigation in an icy 
sea, especially where it is accompanied by strong breezes; 
bat particularly so for boats where the shore is unapproach- 
able. If caught by a gale, a heavy swell, or driftiug ice, 
the result must be their wreck, or the throwing their provi- 
sions overboard, l« lighten them so as to proceed in shoal 
water. Many large pieces of ice were seen on the border 
of the shallow water, and from the lowness of the tempera- 
tare we concluded that the main body waii at no great dis- 
tance.' '• 

The nights were now lengthening ; the grasses and the 
whole aspect of the vegetation was autumnal; their stores 
of drift-wood had been so much drawn upon, that though 
the tents were wet through, and they were for warmth 
obliged to wrap their feet in blankets, no fire was allowed 
except to cook the victuals. The provisions were barely 
sufficient for the support of the party on their return, whilst 
the frequency of the fogs, the shallowness which prevented 
the boats from floating, the heavy swell, that, aa the wind 



i upon the flats, compelled them to haul 
farther from land; and the danger which in doing 
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nec«Baarily incurred from the drift-ice, formed an accmnii- 
lation of difficulties which rendered their progress from 
Point Anxiety acroes Frudhos Bay to Return Iteef the 
most diacouragin^ and punful imrt of the whole voyage. 
It was now the 16th of August, and the boats, thoagh the 
exertiona of the crew^ had been unwearied, were only half- 
way between the mouth of Mackenzie River and Icy Cape. 
The young ice had already begun to fiirm at night on the 
poola of fresh water, and the mind of the commander re- 
curred naturally and wisely to hia former experience. He 
recollected that only one day later, and in a latitade two 
degrees more southerly, he had in hia first voyage encoun- 
tered severe storms of wind and snow, and that in another 
fortnight the winter would set in with all its horron. i 
Already the sun began to sink below the horizon, and with ' 
this change the mean temperature of the atmosphere rapidly 
decreased; the deer were hastening from the coast; the 
Esqiumaux had ceased to appear; no winter houses gave 
indications that this remote coant was inhabited; and the 
autumnal parties of geese hourly winging their flight to the 
westward, indicated that winter had already surprined tliem 
in their polar solitudes. It had been Franklin's great 
object to double Icy Cape, and meet the expedition under 
Captain Beechy in Kotzebue'a Inlet; but from the distance 
and tlie advanced season this was now impracticable On 
the other hand, his instructions directed him, ^'if^ incon- 
sequence of slow progress, or other unforeseen accent, i( 
should remain doubtful whether tlie expedition ahould bt 
able to reach Kotzebue'a Inlet the same season, to com* 
mence thdr return on the 15th or 20th of August." To 
relinquish the great object of bis ambition, and to disap- 
point the con&dence reposed in his exertions, was a men- 
ficQ which cost him no ordinary pain; and had be baMI ■ 
k then awaro ol iW SacV l^VvCn. Vavila vW \<!adftr **^^|^H 
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inimediiitely BcquHint«d) ttiHt the barge of the Blossom was 
at that moraent only one hundred and forty-six miles dia- 
tant, we have his own authority for stating that no difficul- 
ties or dangera would have prevailed on him to return ; Init 
under the circiunstances in which he was placed, to make 
any farther effort in advance was incompatible with the 
higher duties which he owed to hia officers and crew. After 
a mature consideration of everything, he formed the reluc- 
tant conclusion that they had reached the point where per- 
severance would have been rashiiesH, and tieir best efforts 
must have only led to a roore calamitous failure.* It waa 
resolved therefore to return ; and on the morning of the 
18th August they began their retreat to the Mackenzie 
Kiver, which, without any material danger, with the excep- 
tion of a severe gale encountered off Point Kay, they re- 
gmned on the 4th of September. Thence they proceeded 
to Port Franklin, where they met Dr. Richardson, Mr, Ken- 
dall, and their friends of the eastern expedition, who, afte* 
a prosperous and interesting voyage to the mouth of the 
Coppermine, had returned to the Fort on the 1 st September. 

kOf this interesting journey our limits will only permit 
Tery cursory glance. Fortunately for the eastern espe- 
tion, the coast between the months of the Mackenzie and . 

loe Coppermine Rivera presented none of those serious ^^m 
obstacles which at every step were starting up in the dreary ^^^| 
and protracted route of the western party; and they con- "(^^^l 
eequently accomplished a voyage of about five hundred ^^^ 
miles between the 4th of July and 8th of August. It was 
eminently successful in the accurate survey of this hitherto 
tmexplored coast, but unvaried by any remarkable incidents. 
The Esquimaux on various parts of the coast were more 
I pacific, comfortable, and wealthy, than the 
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wextem tribes; but tbeir civilizadoa had not eradicated 
the propenaities for thieving. On one occaaion. the boatn 
were surrounded by a fleet of about fifty kayaks, and an 
attack was made exactly Bimilar to that upon Franklin; 
but though the object was tlie same, it was pursued with 
lesa vigour, and the moment the Bailors levelled their 
muskets the whole party dispersed with precipitation. 

On arriving at Atkinson Island they discovered, under 
shelter of a chain of sand-hills drifted by the wind to the 
height of thirty feet, a small Esquimaux town, consisting 
of seventeen winter houses, besides a larger building, which 
Dr. Kichardson at first conjectured to be a house of assembly 
for the tribe. Ooligbuck the interpreter, however, whose 
tdeaa were more gross and commonplace, pronounced it to 
be a general eating-room. " This large building," says 
Dr. Richardson, " was in the interior a square of twenty- 
seven feet, having the log roof supported on two strong 
ridge-poles two feet apart, and resting on four uprigbt 
posts. The floor in the centre formed of split logs, dressed 
and laid with great care, was snrrouuded by a raised border 
about three feet wide, which was no doubt meant for seats. 
The walls, three feet high, were inclined outwards, for the 
convenience of leaning the back against them, and the 
ascent to the door, which was on the south side, was formed 
of logs. The outside, which was covered with e-arlh, had 
nearly a hemispherical form, and round its base were ranged 
the skulls of twenty-one whales. There was a square hole 
in the roof, and the central log of the floor had a bosio- 
sbaped cavity one foot in diameter, which was perfaapi 
intended for a lamp. The general attention to comfort tn 
the construction of the village, and the erection of a building 
of such magnitude, requiring a union of purpose in a con- 
Biderable num\iCT ot ^wi-^Vii, -wwce evidences of a more 
advanced proj^resa loTiat4s twXvT.^.'OiOTi ■Caaa VoJi -^tWaosi 
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found amongst the Esquimaux. Wh ale -Bknlla were Mnfined 
to file large building', and to one of the dwelling-houacB, 
which had three or four placed round it. Many wooden 
trays and banJ-barrows for carrying whale-blubber \ 
lying on the ground, most of them in a state of decay."* 

On making the traverse of Harrowby Bay, land was 
seen round the bottom; and on ncaring ahore twelve tenia 
were distingiiishcd on an adjoining eminence. When the 
boata appeared, a woman who was walking along the beach 
gave the alarm, and the men rushed out, brandishing their 
knives, and employing the most fiirious expressions. In 
vain Oolighuck endeavoured to calm their apprehensiona, 
explaining that the strangera were friends; they only 
replied by shouts, leaps, or hideous grimaces, intended 
to inspire terror, and displayed great agility, frequently 
standing on one foot and throwing the other nearly as high 
as their head. Dr. Richardson, nothing intimidated by these 
gesticulations, bethought himself of enouncing, at the 
highest key he could reach, the word " Noowierlawgo," 
meaning, " I wish to barter," and the sound operated like 
a spell. The savagea instantly became quiet; one of them 
ran to his kayak, paddled off to the boats, and was followed 
by crowds, who fearlessly came alongside, readily exchang- 
ing bows, arrows, spears, and dressed seal-skins, for bits of 
old iron-huop, files, and beads. " The females," saya 
Richardson, " unlike those of the Indian tribes, had much 
handsomer features than the men; and one young woman, 
of the party would have been deemed pretly even in Europe. 
Our presents seemed to render them perfectly happy, and 
they danced with such eestacy in their slender boats as to 
incur more than once great hazard of being overset A 
bnndle of strings of beads being thrown into an ooraiak, it 

* I-'nuikJio's Second Joorai.'y, v- ^^1 ■ 
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On approaching within a few days' journey of tha fort, a 
pleasant adventure occurred, characteriBtic of Indian grati- 
tude and friendship. The party had supped, and most of 
tho men were retired to rest, when Mr, Kendall, in sweep- 
ing the horizon with his telescope, descried three Indians 
coming down a hill towards the encampment. More moss 
was thrown on the fire, and the St. George's ensign hoisted 
on the end of a musket, to show the comers that they were 
approaching friends; but they hid the youngest of their 
number in a ravine, and approached slowly and with e 
picion. Mr, ICendall and Dr. Richardson immediately 
went unarmed to meet them, and as they came np one held 
hia bow and arrows ready in his hand, and the other cocked 
his gun; but as soon as they recognised the doctor's dress, 
the same he had worn the preceding autumn in his voyage 
round Bear Lake, and which was familiar to most of the 
Hare Indians, they shouted in an ecstacy of joy, shook 
hands most cordially, and called loudly for the young lad 
whom they had hid to come np. " The meeting," saya Dr. 
Kichardson, " was highly gratifying to ourselves as well as 
to the kind natives; for they seemed to be friends come to 
with us on the happy termination of our yoyage."* 
It had naturally occurred to government, that if the 
ipedilions under Captains Parry and Franklin ahould be 
snccessful, their stores would be exhausted by the time 
they reached Behring's Strait. It was oertaiu also that 
Franklin wonld be destitute of any means of conveyance to 
Europe; and to supply these wants, government resolved 
that a vessel should be sent out to await their arrival in 
Behring's Strait. For this purpose, accordingly, Captain 
F. W. Beechcy sailed in the Blosaom from Spithead on 
the 19th May 1825. Tha vessel was a twenty-six gun 

• Franklin's SfiDond Jonmej, p, 11^. 
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ebip; but an thia occasion motmted only sbcteen. Sbe 
was partially strengthened, and adapted to this peculiar 
Bervice by increasing her stowage. A boat was also eup- 
plicd to be used as a tender, built as large aa the space on 
deck would allow, achoouer-rigged, decked, and titled up 
in the most complete maaner. Cloth, beads, cutlery, and 
various other articles of traffic, were put on board, aod a 
variety of anti- scorbutica were added to the usual allowance 
of provision. Aware that he must traverse a large portion 
of the globe hitherto little explored, and that a consider- 
able period would elapse before his presence was required 
on the coast of America, Captain Beechey was instracted 
to Bur\-ey the parts of the Pacific within his reach, of which 
it was important to navigators that a more correct delinea- 
don should he laid down. These observations wero not, 
however, to retard his arrival at the appointed rendezvous 
later than the lOth of July 1026; and he was directed to 
remain at Behring's Strait to the end of October, or to as 
late a period as the season would admit, without incurring 
the risk of spending the winter there. During this interval 
he was to navigate from Kotzehue's Sound northward, and 
afterwards to continue In an easterly course along the mun 
shore as far as the ice would allow. Captain Becchey's 
aurvey of various portions of the Pacific does not fall within 
the plan of this work. 

On the 2d of June, having left the Sandwich Isles, he 
shaped his course for Kamtschatka, and on the 2Tth was 
becalmed within six miles of PetropalauskL The best 
guides to this harbour are a range of high mountains, on 
one of which, upwards of eleven thousand feet in hdght, 
a volcano is in constant action. It was a serene and beau- 
tiful evening when they approached this remote qnarter of 
the world, and all were struck with the magnificence <rf tliB 
mountains capped. viil\i5eTenu\^WTO«,Kwi.™ia'^i.'Q.i 
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grandeur one aboTs the other. At intervala tho volcano 
emitted dark eolumnB of emoke ; and from a sprinkling of 
hiack epota upon the snow to the leeward it whb conjectured 
there had been a recent eruption. From Petropalauski 
Captain Beechy sailed on the lat of July for Kotzebue's 
Sound. " We approached," says he, " the strait which 
separateB the two great contiiienta of Asia and America, 
on one of those beautiful still nights well known to all who 
have viaited the arctic regions, when the sky is without a 
cloud, and when the midnight suu, scarcely his own dia- 
meter below tlie horizon, tinges with a bright hue all the 
northern circle. Our ship, propelled by an increasing 
breeze, glided rapidly along a smooth sea, startling from 
her path flocks of aquatic birds, whose flight, in the deep 
silence of the scene, could he traced by the ear to a great 
distance." Having closed in with the American shore 
some miles northward of Cape Prince of "Wales, they were 
visited by a little Esquimaux squadron belonging to a vil- 
lage situated on a low sandy island. The natives readily 
sold everything they possessed, and were cheerfiil and 
good-humoured, though exceedingly noisy and energetic. 
Their bows were more slender than those of the islanders 
to the southward, hut made on the same principle, with 
drift-pine, assisted with thongs of hide, or pieces of whale- 
bone placed at the back, and neatly bound with small cord. 
The points of their arrows were of bone, flint, or iron, and ] 
their spears headed with the same materials. Their dress \ 
was similar to that of the other tribes on the coast. It con- i 
sialed of a shirt, which reached half-way down the thigh, 
with long sleeves, and a hood of rein-deer skin, and edged 
with gray or white fox fur. Besides this they had a jacket 
of eider-drake skins sewed together, which, when engaged 
■ wore helow their other dress, recfeonitig \\, n:k 
ilerably efficient prolection againat an arrow nt a. s^eso 
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thrust In wet weather they threw over the fur dress a 
shirt made of the entrails of the whale, which, being well 
saturated with oil and gretue, was water-tight ; and they 
aho uaed breeches of deer's hide, and fleal-skin boots, to 
the upper end of which were fixed etrings of aea-horse hide. 
It waa their fashion to tie one of theae strings round the 
waist, and attach to it a long tuft of hair, the wing of a 
bird, or sometimes a fox's tail, which, dangling behind s.4 
they walked, gave them a ridiculona appearance, and mnj 
probably have occasioned the report of the TschuktscUt re- 
corded in Sluller, that the people of this country have tails 
like dogs.* 

On the 22d July the ehip anchored in Kotzebue's Sound, 
and after esploi-ing a deep Inlet on its northern shore, which 
they named Ilotham Inlet, proceeded to ChamLsso Island, 
where tlie Blossom was to await Captain Franklin. A dia- 
eretionary power had, however, been permitted to Captain 
Beechey, of employing the period of his stay in surveyinjt 
the coast, provided this could be done without the risk ot 
missing Captain Franklin. Having accordingly directed 
the barge to keep in-shore on the look-out for the land- 
party, he sailed to the northward, and doubling Cape Kxa- 
senstem, completed an examination of the coast by Cape 
Thomson, Point Hope, Cape Lisbom, Cape Beaufort, and 
Icy Cape, the farthest point reached by Captain Cook. As 
there were here strong indications of the ice closing in, anrl 
his instructions were positive to keep in open water if poa- 
sible, he determined to return to Kotzebae's Sound, whilst 
he despatched the barge under Mr. Elson and Mr. Smydi, 
to trace the coast to the north-eastward, as far as they oonld 
navigate. 

On this interesting service the barge set out on ITlh 



* Becche5'&'Vo-;»%'a,-^Q\.\.-?.^ 
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August, whilst Beechey returned towards Kolaebue'a 
Sound. On the nightof the 25tU they beheld, for ths 
first time in thesa Dorthem latitudes, a brilliant dinplay of 
the Aurora Borcahs. " It first appeared," says Captain 
Beechey, " lii an arch extending from west by north to 
nortb-eaat; but tha arch, shortly aft«r ita first appearance, 
broke up and entirely disappeared. Soon after this, how- 
ever, a new display began in the direction of the western 
foot of the first arch, preceded by a bright flame from which 
emanated coruscations of a pale straw colour. An almoHt 
simultaneous movement occurred at both extremities of the 
arch, until a complete eegment was formed of wavering 
perpendicular radii. As soon as the arch was complete, 
the light became greatly increased, and the prismatic 
colonra, which bad before been faint, now shone forth in a 
very brilliant manner. The strongest colours, which were 
also the onlaide ones, were pink and green, on the green 
aide purple and pink, all of which were as imperceptibly 
blended as in the rainbow. The green was the colour 
Dearest the zenith. This magnificent display lasted a few 
minutes ; and the light bad nearly vanished, when the 
north-eaEt quarter sent forth a vigorous display, and nearly 
at the same time a corresponding coruscation emanated 
from the opposite extremity. The western foot of the arch 
then disengaged itself from the horizon, crooked to the 
northward, and the whole retired to the north-east quarter, 
where a bright spot blazed for a moment, and all was 
darkness. There was no noise audiblo during any part 
of our observations, nor were the compasses perceptibly 
i^ected."* Daring the voyage back to Chamieso Island, 
where they arrived on 27th August, they had repeated in- 
terviews with the Esquimaux, whose habits and disposition 
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ivere in no respect different from flose of the natives already 
described- They found them uniformly friendly, sociable, 
devotedly fond of tobacco, eager to engage in trafiGc, and 
upon the whole honeet, though disposed to drive a bard 
bargain. On some occasions they attempted to impose 
upon their customers, by skins artfully put together, so as 
to represent an entire fish ; but it was difficult to determine 
whether they intended a serious fraud or only a piece of 
humour, for they laughed heartily when detected, and ap- 
peared to consider it a good joke. Their persons, houses, 
and cookery, were all exceedingly dirty, and their mode 
of salutation was by a mutual contact of noses ; sometimes 
licking their hands, and stroking Urat their own faces, and 
afterwards those of the strangers." The rapidity with 
which these people migrated from place to place was re- 
markable. On one occasion the motions of two baidars 
under sail were watched by the crew of the Blossom. The 
people landed at a spot near Choris Peninsula, drew up the 
boats on the beach, turning them bottom upwards, pitched 
t^nts, and in an incredibly short time transferred to them 
the whole contents of their little vessels. On visiting the 
encampment an hour after, everything was found in as 
complete order as if they had been domiciliated on the spot 
for months ; and the surprise of the sailors was raised to 
the highest by the variety of articles which, in almost 
endless succession, they produced from their little boats. 
" From the two baidara they landed fourteen persona, eight 
tent-poles, forty deer-skins, two kayaks, many hundred- 
weight of fish, numerous skins of oil, earthen jars for cook- 
ing, two living foxes, ten large dogs, bundles of Unc«S| 
harpoons, bows and arrows, a quantity of whalebone, skins 
full of clothing, some immense nets made of hide, for taking 
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Bmall wbalea and porpoiaes, eight broad planks, masts, 
sails, paddles, &c., beaidea aea-horae hides and teeth, and 
a variety of nameless articles alwaja to be found among 
the Esquimaux,"* 

In the meantime, Mr. Elson in the barge proceeded 
along the shore for seventy miles, as far as a promontory, 
denominated by Beechey Cape Barrow, which was after- 
wards discovered to be only distant one hundred and forty- 
six miles from the extreme point of Franklin's discoveries. 
Upon this new line of coast posts were erected at various 
distances Trith directions for Captain Franklin, should he 
micceed in pushing so far to the westward. A frequent 
conmiunication was opened with the inhabitants, who were 
found to resemble the other Esquimaux, with the unplea- 
sant difference that their manners were more rude and 
boisterous, and their conduct in some instances decidedly 
hostile. Point Barrow, the moat northerly part of Ame- 
rica yet discovered, formed the termination to a spit of 
land jotting out several miles from the more regular coast 
line. The width of the neck did not exceed a mile and a 
half; oc the extremity were several small lakes, and on 
its eastern side a village. The danger of being shut in by 
the ice was now great, and Mr. Elson determined to land, 
obtain the necessary observations, erect a post, and de- 
posite inatnietions for Franklin. This plan, however, was 
frustrated by the violent conduct of the natives, who as- 
sembled in formidable mmnbers, and threatened to attack 
the crew of the barge, which consisted only of eight men. 
It was therefore judged prudent to proceed as speedily as 
possible to the rendezvous at Chamisso Island, which they 
reached on the 9th of September, not without considerable 
difficulty, having been obliged to track the barge round 

• Beeoliey's Voynge, vol. \. ^. Wlb. 



J 



r 
I 



254 RETCKN OF BEECHES. {1827. 

Cape Smyth, tlirough a sea tbiobly beaet irith ice, that 
threatened every momeut to cIobo with its impenetrablo 
walls, and cat off thmr retam. The result of Captain 
Beech ey's voyage, and of the expedition undertaken under 
bia orders by Mr. Elson and Mr. Smyth, was the addition 
of a new and extensive line of eoaat to the geography of 
the polar regions. The actual distance between the ex- 
treme points reached by Captain Franklin and Mr. EUon 
being so small, there is every reaaon to believe that the 
navigation of this remaining portion will not be attended 
with any very formidable or inHnrmonnlablo obstaclea. 

In the following year, Boechey, in obedience to his 
instructioDS, returned to Kotzebue's Sound, and recom- 
menced his eiaminntion of the coast in the hope of ex- 
tending hia survey beyond Cape Barrow, and either joining 
Frankhn or collecting some certain intelligence regarding 
hia enterprise. In both objects he had the mortiticatioo 
to fail. He found the posts erected the preceding year 
and the buried bottles remaining untouched, and the state 
of the weather rendered it necessary to put aboat before 
reaching Icy Capo. It had been previously arranged, thai 
the signal to bo used by Franklin, if he arrived on as 
unknown coast during the night, shonld be a besoon kindled 
on the cliffs ; and on passing Cape Krusen9t«m after ink, 
their attention was arrested by a large fire blazing on u 
eminence. Every i^e on board was fised on th 
light, and every boaom beat with the delightful e 
of soon seeing their friends. The ship wa^ brought to, mid 
hope almost passed into certainty, att a boat was seen pull- 
ing from the shore. On examining her through the teleft- 
cope by the light of the Aurora Borealis, some Gangnine 
spirits declared they could discern that she was propelled 
by oars instead of paddles, and it needed only a slight 
aJditional exertion ol v\ib iBut-^ 'wiV wtaNavi-CuM. Mat, dRU 



[taS7-] ABBIT&L IN ENGLAND. 255 

of the crew was European. In the midst of theae e^ted 
and enthttsiastio feelings, the harsh and boisterous voicea 
of the natives suddenly broke on their ear, and the pleasing 
picture whieb their imagination had been so busy in con- 
stmctlng faded away in a moment, leaving nothing before 
them but two sorry Esqoimaux baidars and their unlovely 
occnpants. 

From this point Captain Beeehey'a voyage presented 
few features of new or atriking interest. In Behring'a 
Strait they wore visited by a splendid exhibition of the 
Aurora Borealis, and under tts coruscations of pink, pnrple, 
and green rays, which abot up to the zenith in the shape 
of a gigantic cone, they anchored off Chamisso Island. 
After the discovery of two capacious harbours, which they 
named Port Clarence and Grantley Harbour, they took 
their final departure from the Polar Sea on the 6th October 
1827. On the 29th, a flight of large white pelicans ap- 
prized them of their approach to the coast of California; 
and after touching at Monterey and San Bias, they arrived 
at Valparaiso on the 29th April 1828. On the 30th June 
they passed the meridian of Cape Horn in a gloomy snow- 
storm, and made Rio on the 21st July, Their voyage 
from Uio to England waa completed in forty-nine days, 
and they arrived at Spithead on the 12tb October 1828. 
He found that the expedition of Franklin had preceded 
him in his return by more than a year, having reached 
Liverpool on the 2Gih September 1827 ; its transactiona 
ropied two years and nearly eight months, whilst Beechey 
d been absent on his voyage three years and a half. 
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CHAPTER T. 

liecent Ditcoveries, 

Ciplain Bull's Ovuland Joumej (o the Arctio S«a, 1833-39. 
While Captain Fnmklln, with that persevering energy 
which forms one of the prorainent fcatui'ca in his character, 
was struggling against innionerable difGcultlcB in surveying 
the nortberii cuastij of America by land, as narrated in the 
laat chapter, two expeditions, in addition to the one under 
the command of Captain Becchoy, were fitted out and 
despatched from England to aim at the BCconiptiubment of 
the aame object hy sea. The first, commanded by Captun 
I'arry, sailed in 1824, with the view of exploring the 
bottom of Prince Regent's Inlet, through which, it was 
hoped, a passage might bo found leading into the Polar 
Sea. It consisted of two ships, the llccia and Fury — the 
first being commanded by Captain Parry, the second by 
Commander Uoppncr. After spendiDg a long, dresry 
winter in the arctic aeaa, they returned to England in tho 
autumn of 1825, having abandoned the Fury, which wu 
BO aavcrely damaged by tho ice as to be quite unfit for seft. 

The eeeood expedition referred to viaa that of Captun 
Lyon, who sailed in the "Griper," in June 1825, and after 
a voyage, in which ho and his gallant crew experienced 
the most dreadful sufferinga aud danger, returned to Eng- 
land the same year. As those attompU, however, were 
made hy sea, and are described in another volume of thit 
Beriea, we pass them over without further detail, and hastra 
to notice the overland journeys which form more spodally 
the object of the present volume. 

From the year 1826 to 1833, no attempt Iiad been made 
by land to continue the surrey of the northern coasU tit 
America. But n\»a\.\%11 ^j^aAwi-si'A^'oR.'eBi.Ui 
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about the fate of Sir John Rosa, who flailed from England 
in the year 1829, and had not been heard of since. He 
commanded a small vesdel called the Victory, which waa 
fitted out entirely at the expense of himself and the late 
Sir Felix Booth, fur the pm-poae of continuing hia northern 
discoveriea, and enabling him to vindicate his reputation as 
an able and enterprising navigator, which latter had been 
somewhat doubted in consequence of the ill enccesB of a 
prorioufl voyage to Baffin's Bay. 

It was accordingly resolved by the friends of Captain 
Boss to send an expedition overland to the shores of the 
Arctiu Sea in search of him, and a fitting leader for it waa 
found in the well-tried and experienced Captain Back, 
who no sooner heard of such a project being contemplated, 
than he hastened from Italy, where he happened to be 
at the time, and offered his services. Mr, Ross, the 
brother of Sir John, and father of Captain James Kosfl, 
drew up a petition to the king, " praying his Majesty's 
gracious sanction to the immediate despatch of an expedi- 
tion for rescuing or at least ascertaining the fate of his 
son and brother;" and Captain Back's name being in- 
serted as a leader, the petition was forwarded, and shortly 
after received the royal assent. A grant of £2000 waa 
also made by government, while a public subscription 
soon placed at the disposal of Captain Ross's friends a 
ijum that was more than sufficient to de&ay all the ex- 
penses of the undertaking. 

So great was the anxiety fijlt by the public and private 
friends of the Arctic explorer, that everything was done 
that could be devised for the furtherance of the searching 
expedition. The Hudson's Bay Company, besides supply- 
ing a large quantity of provisions, two boats, and two 
canoes, gratis, took the expedition under their special pro- 
Ktection, by issuing a comaiission under their &&3,\. \a ^v^\iisD 
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Back as its commander, thereby securing to kim the effec- 
tual co-operation of all parties throughout their exten«ve 
territories. It vtas a1^ deemed expedient on many accounts, 
but more eRpecially to give Captain Back additional autho- 
rity over the men under his command, that the missioa 
should be taken under the direction of his Majesty's govern- 
ment; and accordingly he received the following inetnic- 
tiona from the Colonial Office: — "The Lords Commisaioneri 
of the Admiralty having beea pleased to lend your services 
to this office, that you may conduct an expedition now 
preparing to proceed to the Polar Sea in search of CaptMit 
Ross, you are hereby required and directed to vmdert^e 
this service, placing yourself for the purpose at the dispoet- 
tion of the governor and comraitte* of the Uudsoa'a Bay 
Company, who have undertaken to ftmiish you with tha 
requisite resources and supplies. You are to leave Liver- 
pool early in the present month [February 1833], and 
proceed with your party by way of Now York to Montreal, 
and thence along the usual route pursued by the Nortli- 
west tradera to Great Slave Lake. • • • You us 
then to strike off to the north-eastward, or in such other 
direction as you may ascertain to be moat expedient, m 
order to gain the Thlew-ee-cboh-deaseth, or Great Pish 
Rli'er, which is believed either to issue from Slave Lakfli 
or to rise in its vicinity, and thence to flow with a navigable 
course to the northward, till it reaches the Bea. On arriving 
on the banks of this river, you are to select a convenient 
situation for a winter residence, and immediately appoint a 
portion of your force to erect a house thereon ; but, if pos- 
sible, you are to proceed yourself, with an adeqnate party, 
and explore the river to the coast the same season, erecting 
conspicuous landmark at its mouth, and leaving notice 
of your Intention to return the ensuing spring, in case Cap- 
tain Ross should \Ki vaaiixa% ^<ro@;res3 along this part of tltf> 
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shore," After directing him to construct two boats, with 
which to proceed to the sea, and explore the coast of the 
Arctic Ocean, and especially to examine the coast around 
Cape Garry, where the Fury was wrecked, and on the 
stores of which it was known that Captain Rosa in Rome 
measure relied, the instnictions go on to say : " Devoting 
the BUmmer, then, to the interesting search in contempla- 
tion, it is unnciieasary to recommend to you to make it 
as effectual as possible, consistently with a due regard for < 
the health and preservation of your party." ' 
" Suhordinate to your ohject of finding Captain 1 
any Burvivors or sorriTor of his party, you are to direct 
your attention to mapping what yet remains unknown of 
the coasts which you will visit, and making such other 
scientific observations as yonr leisure will admit, for which 
purposes the requisite instruments will be supplied to 
yOTI."* • • • 

Armed with this authority, as well as by that given to 
him by the nudson's Bay Company, Captain Back, Mr. 
King (surgeon and naturalist to the expedition), and three 
men, two of whom had served in a former expedition under 
Captain Franklin, embarked in the packet-ship Hibemia, 
Captain Maxwell, from Liverpool, and on the 17th Feb- 
ruary 1833 sailed for America. 

Eight months alter their departure. Captain Hobs and tho 
survivors of his party, whom a mereifid God had brought 
in safety through dangers and privations unparal 
arctic story, arrived in England after an absence of four 
years and five months. During this protracted period they 
had made very important geographical discoveries; fixed 
the position of the northern magnetic pole, and experienced 
hardships and privations, and encountered dangers, that 

■ » Btok's Joum.ll, pp. 13, \6. 
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fill ua with admiriition and wonder at the endnrance and 
fortitude of the men who dared and overcame them all. 
Thmr little veasel, the Victory, having become unfit for 
uae, had l>e«n abandoned, and the wanderers were at last 
providentially discovered by a whaler, the Isabella of lluU, 
which conveyed them from the icy regions, where they had 
been ao long immured, to the sunny shores of their native 
land. Although the principal object of the expedition 
under Captain Back was thus obviated, yet the despateheB 
containing the intelligence did not overtake him until after 
be had reached his winter quarters in the sterile and 
romantic regions of the north; bo that, even had it been 
desirable, be could not have returned home. As it waa, 
however, he received the intelligence early enough to pre- 
vent hia wasting time in the now nnccceasary search ; and 
he accordingly turned his undivided attention to the second 

ibject of the expedition. 

Following, then, in the wake of our enterprising ex- 
plorer, let ua wing our way over the heaving surges of the 
wide Atlantic; let us track him and hia gallant companions 

a they thread their way through the forests of Canada, and 
dive fearlessly into the wild unpeopled solitudes of the far 
north, casting a glance lo the right and left as we go, and 
noting the wonders of a land, than which there iti not 
another on this fair earth more fraught with interest, or 

nore prolific of strange and wild adventure. 

After spending a few days in Montreal, where he en- 
gaged tliree artillerymen for the service. Captain Back and 
B party went to Lnchine, a small village on the banks of 
the Ottawa, a abort distance below the confluence of that 
noble river and the St. Lawrence. Here they found that 
the Hudson's Bay Company'a agent had made every pre- 
paration for their vo'j age, andliwe they were introdno 
to the first tangiUtt VA ol aorf(i.--«ei's. ''isis^'-vs 
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^^Btiieir two ba,rk canoea, manned by Cantulians and Iroquois. 

^^V'lnto these the travellers stepped. After bidding adieu to their 
feiends at Lachiae, who, nlong with a number of the officers 
of the garrison at Montreal, and a large concourse of the 
villagers assembled to see them depart, "we embarked," 
Bays Baclt, " amidst the moat enthusiastic cheers and firing 
of musltetry. The two canoes shot rapidly through the 
smooth water of the canal, and were followed by the 
crowd on the banks. A few minutes brought us to the SL 
Lawrence, and, as we turned the stems of our little vesnel 
up that noble iitream, one long loud huzza bade U9 farewell!' 
One of the canoes in which they comroenced their 
journey was of the kind used by the fur tradei-a while 
travelling on the great lakes of Canada. They are much 
larger than those ailerwards used in ascending and de- 
scending the innumerable lakes and rivers of the interior, 
and are capable of carrying fourteen or sixteen 

»crew, besides their provisions for many weeks; yet can be 
■carried, when necessary, on the shoulders of four men. 
(At the head of Lake Superior, the last of the great Cana- 
dian chain, these large canoes are usually ehonged for 
" north canoes," which, being much smaller, ore 
manageable in shallow and intricate waters; taking only 
eight men as a crew, two of whom are capable of carrying 
them many miles overland. They are made of birch bark, 
out into oblongs, and sewed over a framework of exceed- 
ingly thin timbers, the seams being covered over and 
TJidered water-tight by a coating of gum. The bow and 
stem are nearly alike, being sharp and turned up at the 
ends, which e.a<h are fancihilly, and sometimes tastefully 
painted by the voyageurs, and, combined with the bright 
yellow colour of the bark, give lo the fragile boat a light 
^^ and pleasing, though somewhat gaudy appeaiMicfc. "YViss 
^^L.»re very elegant and rapid when in mo\ioa, auft. \\.\s. <^' 
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^^^B impoBuible to give on adequate idea of the faiiy-Uke fa 

^^^B ancy of the north canoe aa it bounds upon the s 

^^^V rapids, or skims over the lovely lakes, urged forward I 

^^H the vermilion-coloured paddles of eight stalwart voyagem 

^^B whose swart countenances, wild locks, glittering eyes, ■ 

^^^ gaudy habiliments, harmonize in character with the rapf 

yet mellodiouB and peculiarly plaintive Bongs with which 

they fill the air and awaken the echoes of the wilderness. 

^^K Canoes are very shaky machines, however, and are easily 

^^K upset or broken, especially those used by the Indians, 

^^H which are much smaller than north canoes, being often 

^^™ made so small as to be capable of carrying but two persons, 

and sometimes only one. The following description of a. 

paddle over an American lake will convey some idea of die 

buoyancy and portability of the Indian canoe. The writer, 

who had been spending the afternoon with some friends 

who lived on the shores of a small lake in the woods, says : — 

" In the evening I began to think of returning to the 

fort, but no boat or canoe could be found small enongh to 

bo paddled by one man, and as no one seemed inclined to 

go with me, I began to fear that I should have to remjun 

all night. At last, a young Indian told me that he had a 

hunting canoe, which I miglit have, if I chose to ventnie 

3 the lake in it, but it was very small I instantly 

accepted his offiir, and, bidding adieu to my friends at die 

pardonage, followed hiro down to a small creek overshaded 

by trees, where, concealed among the reeds and bmhM, 

lay the cnnoc. It could not, I should think, have measond 

more than three yards in length, by eighteen inches in 

breadth at the middle, whence it tapered at either end to a 

thin edge. It was made of birch bark, scarcely a quarter 

of an inch thick, and its weight may be imagined, when I 

say that the Indian lifted it from the grounrt with < 

Jiaiid and placed it m i^io 'ks.'wt, b.^. fee. ^.i 
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mo a small light paddle. I stepped in wilh great care, 
and the frail liark trembled with my weight as I seated 
tnyse!^ and pushed out into the lake. The son had just 
set, and his expiring rays cast a glare upon the overhang- 
ing clouds in the west, whilst the shadea of night gathered 
thickly over the eastern horizon. Not a breath of wind 
disturbed tie glaasy smoothness of the water, in which 
every golden-tinted cloud was mirrored with a fidelity that 
rendered it difficult to say which was image and which 
reality. The little bark darted through the water with the 
greatest ease, and as I passed among the deepening sha- 
dows of the lofty piues, and across the gilded waters of tha 
bay, a wild enthusiasm seized me ; I strained with all my 
strength upon the paddle, and the sparkling drops flew in 
showers behind me, as the little eanoe flew over the water, 
more like a phantom than reslity; when, suddenly, I missed 
my stroke ; my whole weight was thrown on one aide ; the 
water gurgled over the gunwale of the canoe, and my heart 
liiapt to my mouth, as I looked far an instant into the dark 
water. It was only for a moment; in another instant tha 
canoe righted, and I paddled the remainder of the way in 
a much more gentle manner — enthusiasm gone, and a most 
wholesome degree of timidity pervading my entire finme. 
It was dark when I reached the fort, and upon landing I 
took the cauoe under my arm, and carried it up the bank 
with nearly as much ease aa if it had been a camp-stool I " 
The canoe here spoken of ia a hunting canoe, and is only 
used by the native of these regions when away from his 
wigwam on a hunting expedition. Those generally used 
are somewhat larger, and, when the natives are changing 
their place of residence, and travelling by water in search 
of another, are so stuffed with men, women, children, furs, 
guns, kettles, blankets, and dogs, as to leave little motra 
two or three inches out ot the wnXer. 'SOTtt^'Jw:»*^l 
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they rarely upset, their owners being accustomed to them 
from the tenderest years of infancy. Many a good duck- 
ing, however, have these same canoes given to the scrvanta 
of the IIudaon'3 Bay Company, especially during thdr 

; year's sojourn ia the country ; and oftentimes have 
bragging young fellows — just landed, fresh from the m- 
straints of the old country, and big with thoughts of daring 
deeda and wild adventure — ventured into these unsteady 
conveyances ; and, after galvanically heaving about th«r 
arms and jerking their bodies to and fro, in the vain attempt 
<h recover their equilibrium, have been obliged to souse into 
he water, and splutter inglorioualy to the shore. 

The scenery through which Captain Back and his com- 
panions here passed was varied and beautiful. Sometimes 
canoes were glancing over the calm waters of a little 
lake, whose unruffled bosom reflected, with softened out^ 
line, the luxuriant verdure on its shore. At other times the 
picturesque voyageura were slowly stemming the current of 
a brawling rapid, or, when a foaming cascade intercepted 
them, carrying canoe and baggage on their shoulders; 
tearing through break and over plain, sometimes on good 
ground, and often over the ankles in mud or swamp, with the 
Lght-hearted indifference peculiar to Canadian voyageun. 
Now, they were crossing a traverse in one of the great 
lakes, whose boundless horizon, rolling waves, and pebbly 
shore, gave it all the appearance of the ocean; and anon 
they were driven to seek shelter from the thimder-stonn or 
the tempest in some bay or inlet, where, under the canopy 

the forest trees, their tents were pitched, their firea kin- 
dled, and soon crackling and blazing up into the heavenit; 
their kettles bubbling ; their tobacco pipes smoking, and 
themselves reclining on their blankets, the very pictare of 
terrestrial hr.ppincss, in apite of wind and weather I Th( 
were not exempt itom TeaX S\wMani^oT\a, Vq-ii^'^m, 
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aionally they were detained by head winds, and, during the 
first part of tlie journey, Captain Back was much annoyed ] 
by the tendency of bis men to desert ; the fickle Canadiana 
being much ^iddict«d to change their minds, especially 
when the voyage on which they enter ia likely lo prove 
long or arduouB. 

They proceeded up the Ottawa, passing several of the I 
Hudson's Bay Company's establishments, at which they ] 
were always most hospitably entertained, and the detached, 
thinly scattered dwellings of the bush farmers and wood- 
cntlers, who may be looked upon as the pioneers of civili- 
zation. Leaving the Ottawa, they diverged to the left, up 
a deep black stream, ao overhung by sombre rocks and 
treea, and so bleak and lifeless, that it seemed the very 
home of melancholy and deapair. It took them to Lake 
Nipiaing, whence they descended by the Riviere des Fran- 
cwa into Lake Huron, where their progress was so impeded 
by fogs and head winds, that it was not until the 11th of ] 
May that they reached the Sault de Ste Marie, at the head f 
of the lake, and the extreme point to which civilization has 
yet extended. 

Here they purchased a third canoe to cany additional 
provisions, and commenced coasting along the northern 
shores of Lake Superior — a distance of upwards of three 
hundred miles — and arrived on the 20th May at the Hud- 
son's Bay Company's establishment. Fort William. It 
was here that the large canoes were to be exchanged for 
the smaller, and a short delay took place in consequence 
of the dif&culty the men bad in dividing the lading among 

" An entire day," says Back, " waa now devoted to the 
examining and repacking of our various stores and instru- 
ments. Our * north canoe," brought from Montreal, waa 
also repaired ; for, lumbered aa wo v,-«C Wife'^ioNia 
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in all respects, a peculiar 

I more Bcnsitive, or rather, 

J touchy, than in the juat 

e sereral canoes forming 



was found impracticable (o aecend the shallow 'waters of 
the KameniBtaquoia without taking her, in addition to the 
two new ones ; and I did this the leas reluctantly as no extrs 
expense was thus incurred, and there were hands enough 
to manage the three. 

" The Canadian voyageur l 
character; and on no point is 1 
to oae an expresBive term, rao 
distribution of ' pieces' • among tl 
a party. It must be admitted, at the same time, that ho 
has very substantial reasons for being particnlar in this 
matter, for he well knows that, supposing the canoes to be 
in other respects equally matched, a very small inequality 
of weight will make a considerable difference In their rela- 
tive speed, and will occasion, moreover, a longer detention 
at the portages. The usual mode is for the guide to sepa- 
rata the pieces, and then to distribute or portion them out 
by lots, holding in his hand little sticks of different lengths, 
which the leading men draw. From the decision bo made 
there is no appeal, and the parties go away laughing or 
grumbling at their different fortunes. "-[■ 

Having settled these preliminaries to the satisfaction of 
those concerned, they bade farewell to their host at Fort 
William, and began the ascent of the Kamenistaqnoia 
River, encamping at night near the Kakabeka or Mountain 
Fall. This fall is as high, if not a few feet higher, than 
the Falls of Niagara, and surpasses them in pictai«sqiie 
effect, although it is a much smaller body of water. 

Passing the height of land which separates the waters 
which flow into Lake Superior from those which enter Hnd- 



* All psckagGS or bales, whether of proviviana or goods, in tt 
countries, ore made as ncarlj as pnEsible W Iba. weight, md oadl p 
age ortliiB kiiii, w\aLlevCT\jav\acon'i*ii'ui,«.cilled i "pCact" 
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Bon'a Gay, the three canoes proceeded rapidly on thdr 
erer-cbanging and romantic route, sometimes careering 
down the rapids, or hurrying over the portages — crossing 
tb% amall lakes, and not unfrequcntly sticking or making 
but slow progress in mimberlesa small and sballow rivers. 
While descending one of the latter, called the Savaantih, 
which is rendered almost impassable by the great number 
of fallen trees which bridge it across, "William Malley, one 
of the artillerymen, slipped off a floating tree, an he was 
attempting to open a passage fur the canoes, and narrowly 
escaped being drowned ; but he bore the accident with so much 
indifference and good-hamour as to call forth the admiration 
of Paul, the Iroquois guide, who at once predicted that he 
would make a good voyageur. Accidents of this kind are 
of frequent occurrence among these dangerous rapids — some- 
tlmcs of a ludicrous, and sometimes of a more serious nature. 

On one occasion, not many years ago, a north canoe was 
pnrsuing lis way quietly down one of the streams through 
which the arctic exploring party was now passing. It was 
approaching one of the many portages with which tbesa 
streams abound, and the bow and steersmen were standing 
erect at stem and stem, casting quick glances ahead and 
on either side as they neared the waterfall which obstructed 
their progress. The approach to the landing-place was 
somewhat difficnlt, owing to a point of rocks which projected 
into the stream in the direction of the fall, and round which 
point it was necessary to steer with some dexterity in order 
to avoid being drawn into the strong current. The fearless 
gtudes, however, had often passed the place in former 
years in safety, and, accordingly, dashed at the point with 
reckless indifference, their paddles flinging a circle of spray 
over their heads as they changed them from side to side 
with graceful but vigorous rapidity. The swift stream. 

fried them quickly round the point o? ia.'n^B.t, ■ani.&B:^ J 
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liad almost reached the quiet eddy near the landing- plaoe^ 
when the stem of the canoe was caught hy the Btream, 
which in an instant whirled them out from the shore, and 
carried thein downwards with fearful rapidity. Another 
moment, and the guHhing waters dragged them, despite 
their most frantic efforts, to the verge of the water&ll, 
which thundered and foamed among frightful chasms and 
rocks many feet below. The stem of the canoe overhni^ 
the abyss, and now the voyagturs plied their poddies with 
the desperation of men who felt that their lives depended 
on the exertions of that terrible minute. For a second or 
two the canoe remained stationary, and seemed to tremble 
on the brink of destruction, and then, inch by inch, it begu 
slowly to ascend the stream. The danger was past 1 A 
few more nervous strokes, and the trembling bark shot like 
an arrow ont of the current, and floated in safety on the 
stUI water under the point. The whole thing, from begin- 
ning to end, was the work of a few seconds ; yet who can 
describe or comprehend the tumultuous gush of feelings 
created, during these short seconds, in the bosoms of the 
careless voyageurs ! The sudden, electric change from 
tranquil safety to the verge of almost certain destruction — 
and then — deliverance 1 It was one of those thrilling inci- 
dents which frequently occur to those who tread the wilder- 
nesses of this world, and was little recked of, by those to 
whom it occurred, beyond the moment of danger ; yet it 
was one of those Eolemn seasons, more or less noraeron* 
in the history of all men, when the Alnugbty speaks to 
his careless, reckless creatures, in a way that cannot be 
mistaken, however much it may be slighted, awakeiung 
them, with a rough grasp, to behold the slender cord whieb 
suspends them over the abyss of eternity. 

There are lights as well as shadows in every pid 
The rippling BtreBuma Miiftie'st8.\iiR'£\xwa\iViB.^S»eu:|j 
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of shadow and their eheckeral gleams of light; and, as it is 
in tlie physical aspect of nature, so it is in the cvety-day 
history of men, more especially of those men who travel in 
the wilda of North America, where grave succeeds to gay, 
and rain to sunshine, with a Tiolence and frequency that 
renders a life iu the woods at once captivating and instruc- 
tive. The preceding anecdote illustrates one of the dangers 
to which the traveller is sometimes exposed ; the following 
extract from the journal of one who resided in these soli- 
tudes, will exhibit one of the many ludicrous incidents that 
lend to enhven the voyage and furnish food for agreeable 
reminiscence in after years : — 

" One cold frosty morning," says he, " (for the weather 
had now become cold from the elevation of the country 
through which we passed), while the canoe waa going quietly 
over a small, reedy lake or ford, I was awakened out of a 
comfortable nap and told that the canoe was aground, and 
that I must get out and wallc a little way to lighten her. 
Hastily pulling up my trousers (for I always travelled 
barefoot), I sprang over the side into the water, and the 
canoe left me. Now, all this happened so quickly that I was 
scarcely awake; but the bitterly cold water, which nearly 
reached my knees, cleared up my faculties moat effectually, 
and I then found that I was fifty yards from the shore, 
with an unknown depth of water around me, the canoe 
out of sight ahead of me, and my companion (who had 
been turned out while half asleep also), standing with 
ft rueful expression of countenance beside me. After 
feeling our way cautiously — for the bottom was soft and 
muddy — we reached the shore; and then, thinking that all 
waa right, proceeded to walk round to join the canoe. 
Alasl we found tho bushes eo fhiek that they were nearly 
impenetrable; and, worse than all, that they, aa -wcVV a» 
the ground, were covered with thorns. w^icV Bctatf^iA. sai i 



270 LAKE WINIPEO. [j^i 

lacerated our feet moat fearfully at every etep. There waa 
nothing for it, however, bat to persevere ; and, after a pain- 
ful walk of a quarter of a mile, wb overtook iLe canoe, vow- 
ing never to leap before we looked upon any other occasion 
whatsoever." 

On the 6th of June the canoea arrived at Fort Alexander 
— aitnafed at tie southern extremity of Lake Winipcg, 
Here Captain Back found it necessary to remfda a few days, 
to await the arrival of Governor Simpson, who was expected 
daily. During this period he and Mr. King employed 
themselves in making aset of observations for the dip of tbft 
needle, while the men busied themselves in unpacking tai 
drying the provisiou and packages, which had got ali^itlf 
damp during the voyage. Any spare time they had, OH 
would almost suppose, had been devoted to the destmctin 
of mosquitoes ; which tormentors Captain Back epeaka of 
as being awfully numerous. This voracious little insect is 
fully two-eighths of an inch long, exclusive of the prohoscUf 
or trunk, with which its head is armed; and it would bt 
highly amusing, were it not tremendously irritattog, to 
watch the vigorous way in which it goes to work. Alight 
ing, it may be, on the hand, it applies its trunk instantly lo 
the skin, and with surprising rapidity finds ont the tender 
points which occur where the lines of the akin interseci 
each other. For an instant the villain's head renuuns 
ominously still, as if collecting all its energies for the 
plunge, and then down goes the probe, full quarter of an 
inch, up to the very butt. Having performed this feat, it 
retracts the weapoa a little, and begina to aucfc, which it 
continues doing till quite surfeited. On close inspection the 
proboscis is found to be enclosed in a sheath, which is split 
all the way up on one side, and does not penetrate into the 
wound, but doublea conveniently away to one side when tint 
probing ia going oa. Su atToiawia raA 'ums^'os.i.ai 
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these insects, that they drive the deer into ponds of water 
for shelter, where the agonized animals remain for hoars, 
with their doggs alone oat of the n'ater; and it is said that 
hisons are not unfrequently suffocated by the swellings i 
their nostrils and mouths caused hy the unremitting assaults 
of mosquitoes. Poor Baek speaks feelingly on the subject 
The men had been making a portage. 

"The laborious duty," says ho, "which had been thus 
satisfactorily performed, was rendered doubly severe by the 
combined attacks of myriads of sand-flies and mosquitoes, 
which made our faces stream with blood. There is cer- 
t^nly no form of wretchedness, among those to which the 
checkertd life of a voyageur is exposed, at once so great and 
80 humihating, as the torture inflicted hy these puny blood- 
suckera. To avoid them is impossible; and as for defend- 
ing himself though for a time he may go on crushing thou- 
sands, he cannot long maintain the unequal conflict; so 
that at last, subdued by pain and fatigue, he throws him- 
self in despair with his face to the earth, and, half suflbcated 
in his blanket, groans away a few hours of sleepless reat,"* 
On the 10th of Juno the governor arrived, and communi- 
cated the measures which had been takea for the furtherance 
of the object of tho expedition. Letters were given to 
Captain Back, addressed to various experienced gentlemen 
who resided near to the remote scene of intended operations, 
nrging them to lend all the assistauco in their power to 
the e):ploring party, and, if required, to accompany it. 
Provisions were laid up at several stations on the route for 
thwr use, and all that could possibly be accomplished was 
done by the agents of the company, with a zeal and alacrity 

. yhich called forth Captain Back's wannest expressions of ' 

Igntitode. 



• Csplsin Back's Journal, p. \YI . 
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As the most of the men for the expedition were yet to be 
engaged, it was necessary that they should proceed to Nor- 
way House — a depot of the company near the opposite ex- 
tremity of Lake Winipeg — -whore the brigades of boats 
from the distant regions of the interior converge on their 
way to the sea; and, aa they have all to repass this estah- 
lUhmcnt on their return, there is a constant succession of 
arrivals and departures. From these brigades Captain 
Back hoped to engage men for his arduoua undertaking; 
and accordi ugly left Fort Alexander on the 11th of June, 
and coasted Lake Winipeg towards Norway House, at which 
place he arrived on the 17th, and met with a cordial recep- 
tion from the gentlemen who were staying there at the time. 

Engaging men, however, was not so easy a matter aa had 
been anticipated, " The hulk of the people from the more 
remote stations had already passed the depot, and those who 
remained were either reluctant to expose themselves to the 
hazard of what was justly c-onsidered an enterprize of dan- 
ger, or, influenced by the strong desire of gain, demanded 
the same privileges and emoluments which had been granted 
to the men employed on the two government expeditions 
under Sir John Franklin." Difficulties of andlbex kind 
also arose. Two Canadians who had engaged to go, on 
retiUTiing to their tents were met by their wives, who re- 
sorted to different, though, as it turned out, equally efficaciom 
methods of diverting their husbands from their parpose. 
The one, a good strapping dame, cuffed her husband's aaa 
with such dexterity and good wQl that he was fain to cry 
pecavi, and seek shelter in a friendly tent; the other, an in- 
teresting girl of seventeen, burst into tears, and with pileons 
Boha clung to the husband of her love as if she would hold 
him prisoner in her arms! At length, however, the reqni- 
Bite number of able and experienced hands were engagod 
(eighteen inaW), ^aAo^ ■KVwa-flwtwiA^fi'vo.ai.i^sMiQ wiiJi 
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Dr. King, while Captain Back, retaining Bufficient to man 
luB canoe, remained a few days longer; and then, on the 
2Slh June 1833, started for Cumberland House, where two 
boats and a large supply of stores and provisions awaited 

" This," says he, " waa a happy day for me ; and as the 
canoo pushed from the bank, my heart swelled with hope 
and joy. Now, for the first time, I aaw myself in a con- 
dition to verify the kind anticipations of my friends. The 
preliminary difficulties had been overcome. I waa fairly 
on my way to the accompli shment of the benevolent errand 
on which I had been commissioned ; and the contemplation 
of an object so worthy of all exertion, in which I thought 
myself at length free to indulge, raised my spirits to a mora 
than ordinary pitch of excitement," 

" We paddled along with Httle respite, until 5 F.H., 
when a Biuall speck was seen under the steep sandy cliffs 
round Mossy Point, on the northern boundary of Lake 
"Winipeg. It was coming towards us, and was at first 
taken for an Indian canoe ; but as we approached, I had 
the Batisfaclion to find that it was the company's light 
canoe from Athabasca, with Messrs. Smith and Charles, two 
gentlemen whom I had long wished to see. From the 
latter I now learnt that he had made every endeavo 
obtain, by inquiries from the Indians, a tolerably correct 
notion of the situation of the River Thlew-ee-choh ; the 
result of which was an opinion that it ran somewhere to 
the north-eaat of Great Slave Lake, in a position not far 
from that which had been speculatively assigned to it by 
my friend Dr. Richardson and myself. Mr. Charles had 
further been informed by an Indian chief, called the 
'Grand Jeune Homme,' whose hunting grounds were in 
the neighbourhood of Great Slave Lake, that the Thlew- 
■choh was so full of rapidfl, aa to malLft \\. iswb^'iNi'i ^ 
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boatti, or indeed Urge canocB, could descend it ; but that by 
pursuing a diiferent Murse to a large river, called Teh-Ion, 
Eucli difGculties would be avoided ; whilst the distance be- 
tween the mouttiB of the two rivera was so trifling, that the 
flmoke of the fire made at one was distinctly visible at the 
other. • • • The waters were described as abound- 
ing in fish, and the country in animals; and, what was not 
less gratifying, the chief and aorae others were willing and 
desirous to accompany me."* 

The voyage thus auspiciously commenced was not des- 
tined to continue long, however, without evolving some of 

I those ills to which the flesh is heir ; and the joyous exulta- 
tion with which Captain Back and his party set ont, wax 
changed into chagrin on the second day, when a hreezc 
sprang up, and, freshening into a gale with that peculiar 
pertinacity with which breezes do freshen when particularly 
wanted not to blow, obliged them to run the canoe into 
shoal water in order to prevent their being swamped in 
deep ; and then getting out, they waded to the shore with 
the baggage on their shoulders. Now, this is one of the 
Beverest epeciea of annoyance to which arctic travellers are 
subjected. To beat the discomforts of wet feet and paineil 
muscles while tracking the boats or canoes np muddy 
strcama, which appear to have no end, or across rivolets 
which have no bottom (or at least not till the cooling ele- 
ment embraces the waist or annpits), ia nothing. To 
scramble through bushes that interlace wilh almost unpene- 
trable firmness, and when forced through, give wav with a 
crash that pitches the traveller forward on his head, and 
recoil with a sharp switch on his face as he staggers to his 
feet again, is less than nothing, so long as under theBe, or 
any other imaginable species of disagreeable circumstiuicea, 
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^^Bke can only advance; but, to be stopped for days on a rocky 
^^^Rpoiut running out into a lake, or on the shores of a Bwampy 
1^^^ bay, with the atorm yelling in his teeth and upsetting his 
tent, with the rain putting out his fire, and obstinately search- 
ing for, and finding holes in his oil-cloths, whereat to 
enter and soak his blankets or flood bia proviaions — and this, 
too, with the knowledge perhaps that an hour or two of iair 
sailing would bring him to a river where he might pursue 

•his voyage in spite of wind and weather ; to be thus 
idtuated, we say, is a species of annoyance which quite 
overcomes his philosophy — and Back said so too upon the 
I present occasion, when, to relieve his aggravated spirits, he 

put on his Esquimaux boots, shouldered his gun, and sallied 
forth in search of game among the deep, soft swamps which 
lay around. After espending his energy pretty effectually 
in this way, be returned to his tent so thoroughly tired 
aa fully to enjoy repose, and feel a placid interest in the 

t objects that surrounded hia tent. His own graphic lan- 
guage describes the scene well. " I amused myself," says 
" with observing tlie odd assemblage of things around 
At my feet was rolled a bundle in an oil-cloth, con- 
taining some three blankets, called a bed ; near it a piece 
of dried buffalo, fancifully ornamented with long hlack. 
hairs, which no art, alas ! can prevent from insinuating 
themselves between the teeth as you laborionely masticate 
the tough, hard flesh ; then a tolerably clean napkin 
spread, by way of table-cloth, on a red piece of canvass, and 
supporting a lea-pot, some biscuit, and a salt-celh 
this a tin plate, close by a sqaare kind of box c 
the same material, rich with a pale greasy bam, the pro- 
duce of the colony at lied River ; and last, the fur renowned 
pemmican, unquestionably the best food of the country for 
expeditions such as ours. Behind me wera twti Viwafc 
k containing" astronomical iaBtnuncnVa, a.'o.&.a. ae,"s.^^.^^^■'i^'^^'^ 
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the gronnd; whilst the different comera of the tent were 
occupied by washing apparatus, a, gnn, Indian shot pouch, 
bags, basins, and an unhappy- looking japanned pol, whose 
melancholy bumps and hollows seemed to reproach me for 
many a bruise endured upon the rocks and portages betwixt 
Montreal and Lake Winipeg. Nor was my crew less 
motley than the furniture of my tent. It consisted of an 
Englishman, a man from. Stornoway, two Canadians, two 
Metifs (or half-breeds), and three Iroquois Indians. Babel 
could not have produced a worse confuaion of unhannoni- 
oua flounda than was the converaation they kept up."* 

Entering the Saskatchewan River, thoy ascended its 
stream, and on the 5th July arrived at Cumberland Honse, 
where they were received by Mr. Isbister, the company's 
agent, and Mr. King, who had arrived without accident. 
Here the greater number of the party embarked in two new 
bateavx, each being laden with a cargo of sixty-one piece? 
of 90 Iba. each, making for both 10,980 Iba., exclusive of 
men, bedding, clothes, masts, sails, oars, and other spare. 
They sailed, under the command of Mr. King, on 6tli July, 
while Captain Back, still retaining his canoe, remained 
behind to take some observations and write despatches for 
England. Allhough this occupied him a few days, yet in 
a very short time he overtook the boats in his light canoe, 
and proceeded on his way, leaving them to advance more 
slowiy to their wintering ground. 

On the ITth July the canoe reached Isle & la Crosse, 
where arrangements were made for the boats receiving 
additional supplies of pemmican, and a few dogs U) be 
afterwards used in hauling wood, &c. during the winter. 
Dogs in this part of the world are by no means permitted 
to lead the lazy life that they spend in other climes. ThcT 
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are iuTBluablB in the arctic regions, where horses are 
utterly useleaa, owing to the depth of snow wbieh oovera 
the earth for so large a portion of the year. The com- 
paratively light weight of the doga enables them to walk 
without sinking much, and even when the snow is so soft 
B3 to be incapable of supporting them, they are still able 
to sprawl along more easily than any other epeeiea of 
quadruped could do. Four are usually attached to a sledge, 
which they haul with great vigour, being followed by a 
driver on snow shoes, whose severe lash is brought to hear 
so powerfully on the bocks of the poor animals, should any 
of them he observed to slacken their pace, that they are 
continually regarding hira with deprecatory glances as 
they run along. Should the lash give a flourish, there is 
generally a, short yelp from the pack, and shoidd it descend 
amongst them with a vigorous crack, the vociferous yelling 
that results is perfectly terrific. These drivers are sorae- 
Smes very cruel, and when a pack of dogs have had a fight 
id got their traces hopelessly ravelled (as is often the 
.}, they have been known to fall on their knees, ia their 
passion, seize one of the poor dogs by the nose with their 
teeth, and almost bite it oS. Dogs are also used for 
dragging carioles, which vehicles are used by gentlemen 
in the company's sen'ice, who are cither too old or too 
lazy to walk on snow shoes. The cariote is in form not 
unlike a slipper bath, both in shape and size. It is lined 
with buffalo robes,* in the midst of a bundle of which the 
occupant reclines luxuriously, while the dogs drag biin 
slowly through the soft snow, and among the trees and 
of the forest, or scamper with him over the hard 
surface of a lake or river, while the machine is pre- 

* Skins of the bison, dressed on one sido till [he cijn becemea 
is leather, and thfl hair left on th« otlier . 'WWo'^uA- 
felotb tfaey make ExcellenE trsvellir^ wrappets. 
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vented from capsizing by a voyageur who walks behind on 
bhow ehocii, holding on to a line attached to tlie bnck part 
of the cariole. This kind of travelling, luxurious thongb 
it be however, ia not without its diacomforts and annoy- 
ances. The weather during wiiiter is bo cold, that it is 
often a matter of the greatest difficulty for the traveller to 
keep his toes from freezing, despite the buffalo robes; and 
HometimeE, when the dogs start frenh in the rooming with 
a good breakftiat, a bright, clear, frosty day, and a long 
expansB of comparatively open country before them, where 
the snow, from exposure, has become quite hard, away they 
go with a loud yelp, upsetting the driver in the bolt, who 
rises to heap undeserved and very improper epithets upon 
the poor brutes, which, careering over the ground at the 
rate of eleven miles an hour, swing the miserable cariole 
over the anew, tear it through the bushes, bang it first on 
one (■ide, then on the other, against stumps and trees, 
yelling all the while, partly with frantic glee at the 
thought of having bolted, and partly with fearful anticipa- 
tion of the tremendous welting that is yet to come; until 
at last the cariole gets jammed hard and fast among the 
trees of the forest, or plunges down the steep banks of k 
river, head over heels, till they reach the foot — a horrible 
and struggling compound of dogs, traveller, traces, pKrck- 
ment, buffalo robes, blankets, and snow 1 

Leaving Isle i. la Crosse, the travellers pursued their 
romantic and truly interesting journey. Keeping to the 
lefl of Clear Lake, they coasted it, and entered Buffalo 
Lake, in which they experienced one of the dangerous 
gales for which that sheet of water is famous. Onthe^lst 
of July they arrived at Portage La Loche, the high ridge 
of land which divides the waters running into Hudson's 
Bay from tbose Sovivtv^ nAn \\w. Arctic Ocean. Here thm, 
Lad to carry ibevt c»wob 
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diatance of fourteen miles — a piece of work which tried the 
poor fellows to the utmost of their strength. Scarcity of 
water during a part of the way, and myriads of bull-dogs 
(a large ferocious fly), combined to aggravate their suffer- 
ings. Mr. King, TCho arrived at this place with the loaded 
boatfl nearly three weeka later, fells us that his men 
suffered very severely from heat and thirst. The boots 
were left at the end of the portage where they firet arrived, 
two others having been provided at the farther end. Eight 
days were consumed in passing Portage La Loche, during 
which period each man of the party carried twelve pieces 
in six journeys, and thus travelled one hundred and fifty- 
four miles, during eighty-four of which he had one hundred 
and eighty pounds attached to his back. 

The beauty of the scenery at this place was superior to 
anything that had been seen hitherto. " Within a mile of 
the terminatioQ of the portage," says Mr. King, "a most 
extensive and magnificent scene burst upon our view, and 
we discovered ourselves, through au opening in the trees, 
to be on a hill upwards of B thousand ket high, and at 
the brink of a tremendous precipice. We ware certainly 
prepared to ospeot an extensive prospect, but the beautiful 
landscape before us was far superior to anything that could 
be anticipated from the nature of the country we had 
hitherto seen. At a depth of two hundred fathoms below 
the summit on which we stood, the Clear Water River 
was to he seen winding its serpentine course in beautifol 
meanders for thirty miles, broken here and there, and in- 
terrupted by intervening woods ; while 
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valley, at once refreshed and adorned by the amootd. 
■ucid stream, was embanked liy two ^MaSiA ^loaMa ^T 
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hilts extending towards the west, till it becamo lost in tlie 
purple hue of distance. The inclining height)!, here and 
there covered nith stately forests, and occaeionally inter- 
spersed with barrea spots or promontories of the moat 
luxuriant verdure, were beautifully contrasted with the 
incinerated tinge which overspread vast tracts of country 
where onco the dense forests lisd been consumed by fire. 
We BBt down awhile to contemplate the mngnificent scene, 
the picturesque and diversified appearance of which 
awakened in our minds mingled sensations of wonder and 
delight; while the calmness of the view infused an equan- 
imity into our souls which it would he difEcult to describe. 
We tore ourselves at length from this enchanting spot; 
and having desceiidud to the hauka of Clear Water River, 
we encamped."* 

But to return to Captain Back. On the 23d July the 
last loads were brought down to the water's edge, and the 
weary men threw themselves down on the earth, 
they remained quite motionless for an hour, after w1 
they gummed the canoe, and again proceeded 
journey. At the Pine Portage they met Mr. A. 
M'Leod, one of the gentlemen who had been appointed 
by the governor to accompany the expedition. This 
gentleman no sooner heard of the appointment, tlian he 
expressed his willingness to go, and during the following 
year Captain Back bad reason to rejoice in the acquisition 
of a man who was eminently qnali6ed for the service in all 
respects. The party now proceeded with the additional 
load of Mr. M'Leod, his wife, and three children; not. 
however, without some grumbling from the guide, who did 
not at all relish this addition to his already well-ladeit 
canoe. On the 29th July they reached Fort Chepewyaa. 
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Here sorae slight, though vogue, information was obtained 
i.vm the Indians, regarding the position of the river of 
which they were in search. Tliey also completed their 
stock of provisions, leather for mating moccasins, guns, 
and icplenients for building on cstablisluneiit in which to 
pass the winter. Another canoe was also obtained, which, 
it was thought, might prove convenient in the event of 
finding shoal rivers to the north ; and further instrnctions 
having been left for Mr. King on his arriving with the 
bateatix, they leEt, the fort late on the evening of the 1st 
of Augnst. 

On reaching the Salt River, they met with a lai^e body 
of Slave Lake Indians, who notified their approach by 
horrible and discordant eounds. As it was hoped some 
information might be obtained from them, a council was 
called by Mr. H'Leod, which was ceremoniously opened by 
passing round the pipe according to Indian custom, fi'om 
which each councillor drew a few puffs in solemn silence, 
and with imperturbable gravity ; after which there was a 
very large amount of talk, resulting in a very email amount 
of information, 

" The lout ensemble of these ' people,' aa they, with 
some vanity, style themselves," says Back, " was wild 
and grotesque in the extreme. One canoe in particular 
fixed my attention: it was small even for a canoe; and 
how eight men, women, and children managed to stow 
away their legs in a space not large enough for more than 
three Europeans, would have been a puzzling problem to 
one unacquainted with the suppleness of an Indian's nn- 
bandied limbs. There, however, they were, in a tem- 
perature of G6°, packed heads and tails like Yarmouth 
herrings — half naked — their hair in elf-locks, long and 
matted — filthy beyond description — and all squalling to- 
gether. To complete the picture, rtv<i« io^a, wasst^ w^- 
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degree below them, forraed a sort of body-guard un each 
side of the river ; and aa the canoe glided away with the 
current, all the animals together, human and 
wp a shrill aud horrible yell."* 

On the 8th of August they reached Great Slave 
and arrived at Fort Kesolution. At this post they n- 
rosined aome days to arrange about an interpreter, com- 
plete their stock of necessaries, and repair the canoes; aud 
then, launching forth again, they coasted along the northern 
ehores of Great Slave Lake. 

At the eaaleru extremity of this lake, a river entered il 
which, it was supposed, flowed from the country where the 
Thlew-ce-choh took its rise; andtowarda this river Captain 
Back directed hia course with increasing hope, notwith- 
standing the account given of it by the Indians, who assured 
him that it was full of rapids and waterfalls. On the wsv 
heesperienced the usual alternations of storm and calm, rain 
aud sunshine, while his route was enlivened by occasional 
meeting with Indians. One of these fellows, to ghaw his 
respect for the white men, put on a mrtaiit which he had 
purchased at the fort; and, as the surtouts sent out for the 
fur trade are made of snuff-coloured brown cloth, in the 
cut of tho last century — with a rolling collar about four 
inches wide reaching half-way up the hack of the bead, 
single breast, particularly long skirt, and peculiarly short 
waist, the buttons behind being in close proximity to each 
other, and looking as if they wished to creep up the back, 
and make acquaintance with the collar — it may be sup- 
posed the awkward son of the forest did not improve his 
appearance by the adoption of such a garb. Bung al- 
lowed to remain unbuttoned, it disclosed the fact that he 
was unprovided with inexpressibles, which produced an 
irresistibly comical effect. 
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One evening, aa they were paddling among the tall reeds J 
that grew in a bay of the lake, winding out and in among 
them, and obtaining throagh their occasional openings a 
partial view of the secno beyond, the sharp-eyed Indians 
descried the ponderoua antlers of a moose deer ; and La 
Prise, a Chepewyan, being expert at approaching thesa 
quick-eared animals, went in pursuit. Meanwhile they 
dropped silently down a small stream until a place waa 
found dry enough for encamping, The night was clear 
and bright; and the men were earnestly watching the 
boiling of a kettle of meat, when they were startled by a 
long shrill whoop, which Louison, the interpreter, 
mediately answered, announcing at the same time that it { 
was the small canoo, and that La Prise had killed his garc 
The plash of paddles was soon heard in the still night a 
and in a few minutes the canoe, with its inmates, glided 
ag^nst the long grass on the bank of the encampment, 
under the broad shade of which nothing was visible but 
the dark heads of the Indians, as they appeared and van- 
ished with the motion of their canoe. On being interro- 
gated, the Indian, according to a curious custom among 
them, eaid that he had been nnaucceasful ; but in a few 
minutes he produced the nose and tongue of a fine moose, 
exclaiming at the same time, " There, I shot it through the 
heart through an opening in the bushes not wider than, 
my band, and the rest lies at the bottom of the canoe for 
your disposal." 

On another day they shot a hear, which, with a few fish 
caught in their nets during the night, served to keep them 
in a supply of fresh provisions. 

lu chasing the moose during winter in some parts of 
RtiheBO countries, where the ground is broken and rugged, 

e buntera are not unfrequently exposed to the danger of 

lling over the precipices wMcb tbc ie'as^^)^^'^ ^laxft A J 
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the Bilow conceals from view, nnti], too late, he finds the 
treacherous snow gimg way beneath hia fiiet. On one 
occasion, a young man, in the service of the company, 
received intelligence from an Indian that he had seen fresh 
tracks of a moose, and being an eager eportsman, he sallied 
forth, accompanied hy the Indian, in chase of it. A long 
fatiguing walk on the Chopewyan snow shoes, which are 
sis feet long, brought thein within sight of the deer. The 
young man fired, wounded the animal, and then dashed 
forward in pursuit. For a long way the deer kept well 
ahead of them. At length they began to overtate it; but 
when they were about to fire again, it stumbled and dis- 
appeared, sending up a cloud of snow in its fall. SuppoA' 
ing that it had sunk exhausted into one of the many hol- 
WB which were formed by the undulations of the ground, 
young man rushed headlong towards it, followed at a 
Blower pace by the Indian. Suddenly he stopped and cast 
a wild glance around him as he observed that he stood on 
the very brink of a precipice, at the foot of which the 
ngled carcass of the deer lay. Thltlt masses of edow 
had drifted over its edge until a solid wreath was formed, 
projecting several feet beyond it. On this wreath the 
young man stood with the points of his long snow shoe* 
perhanging the yawning abyss; lo turn round was iin- 
posaiUle, as the exertion requisite to wield such huge snow 
shoes would, in all probability, have broken off the mass. 
To step gently backwards was equally impossible, in con- 
sequence of the heels of the shoes being sunk into the snow. 
In this awful position he stood until the Indian came vp, 
and taking off his long shash, threw tho end of it towards 
him; catching hold of this, he collected all his energies, 
and giving a desperate bound threw himself backwards at 
fiiU length. Thft ltiA\3,Ti gulled with bU his force on t, 
belt, and sacccedei in ii6,VHi?,\i.\ii. (!«. tS, 



I- Si 



il 



Ir^ 



M 



I 









'] BACK, THWAETED BY INDIANS, 235 

the mass, on which he hod utood a moment before, gave 
way, and thundered down the cliff, where it was dashed 
into clouds against the projecting craga long before it 
reached the foot. 

. Continuing their route along the hard and rocky line of ' 
the northern shore, the canoes passed a picturesque torrent, 
which from o thread of shining silver in the distance, came 
gambolling down the steep declivities, and then mingled 
gently with the broad waters of the lake. Near it was 
the Rocky Point River, just beyond which they encamped 
at the close of a beautiful day, in which the thermometer 
had stood at 52°. 

They now approached the eastern extremity of Great 
Slave Lake, where was the river whose sources, it was said, 
rose near the springs of the Thlew-ee-choh. Captain Back 
had great difficulty here in getting a satisfactory answer 
from the Indians who accompanied him, as to the whera- 
ahouls of this rirer. Many of them said that it existed, 
but only one admitted that he hod ever seen it; and as 
that was long ago, when he was a little boy, while hunt' 
ing with his father in the barren grounds, he expressed 
great doubts as to hia being able to find it. We cannot 
but admire the steady persevering energy of Captain Back, 
in facing and overcoming the innumerable and often vexa- 
tious difficulties which were tiirown in hia way by these 
lazy natives. They thwarted him continually; told Ilea 
with imperturbable gravity, and aometinies, under pretence 
of pacing a visit to their relations, deserted him altogether. 

On the 18th of August they at last reached the object of 
their search — the river which was to conduct them to a 
chain of lakes leading to the Thlew-ee-choh. It broke 
upon them unexpeefeJly, when rounding some small rocli^ 
which shut out f.flm their view a bay, at the Wtrani lA 
which was seen a splendid fall, upwarda o^ sv»A^ ^cfe\.V\^, 
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rasHng in two white and misty volames into the dark gulf 
below. Here tiicy landed, and set about ihorougUy repur- 
ing the small canoe wUich waa to proceed up tbe rapds, 
while the other, and the greater part of the bag'gage, was 
left in charge of La Prise, who undertook to deliver them 
to Mr. M'Leod; that gentleman having been deputed to 
choose a convenient situation, at the eastern extremity of 
Great Slave Lake, whereon to build a winter residence, 
while Captain Back should proceed in hin light canoe ad far 
down the Thlew-ee-ehoh as was practicable, returning again 
to the eBtahlishment before the winter fairly set in. 

The observationn here gave the latitude 62" SO" 15" N.; 
longitude lOi)" 47' 54" W. ; and variation 36° 52' E. 

The true work of the explorers had now fa,ir!y bc^im. 
Before them the gushing stream, which was called tin 
Hoar Frost River, roared down the scattered rocks like the 
thundering cannonade that fitreams through the breach of ■ 
stormed fortress, while the forlorn hope of voi/ageurs below 
prepared to storm the stream, and take poesesaion of tbe 
unknown barren grounds that lay beyond. 

" A new scene," says Back, " now opened npon m. 
Instead of the gentle paddling across the level lake, by 
which we bad been enabled to penetrate thus (or, we had 
to toil up the steep and rocky bod of an unknown stream, 
on our way to the high lands, from which the waters take 
an opposite course. The labours which had hitherto btcn 
BO cheerfally undergone, were little more than thoM to 
which voyageurs are accustomed ; but in what was to come, 
it was evident that extraordinary efforts and patient per- 
severance would he required to overcome the difiiculUtt 
of our route." Up this stream, then, they went, camnng 
canoe and provisions over rocks, mountain^ and plaim, is 
order to avoii b. BMiCccamciTi o? ta.^i.dB which ii 
all tbe way u^ ^^^ ™w- "^^"s^ diiysfaAa^Mh^i 
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1«), assailed them here with extreme vehemence, and, to 
add to tiieir miseries, Maufully, tlie interpreter, fell siok. 
Having only a box of common pills, and a bottle of brandy, 
(I'aptain Diick at firat refused the Indian's request to doctor 
him, but, being much pressed, he at last indulged him, first 
with the contents of the box, which made him worse, and 
then with the contents of the bottle, which made him better. 

The scenery here was exceedingly wild. High beetling 
clifb overhung dark gorges, through which the water 
rushed impetuously, while here and there lay quiet sheets 
of cloar water, reflecting in their bosoms the bold outlinca 
that towered overhead, and the variously- coloured moBsea 
that covered the rocks and enriched the scene. 

Among these wild rapids, De Charloit, the bowman, 
exhibited admirable adroitness and dexterity. In the midst 
of dangers the most imminent from rapids or falls, he was 
cool, fearless, and collectud ; and often when the pole or 
paddle waa no longer available, he would spring into the 
curling water, and, with a foot firmly planted, maintain hia 
position, where others would have been swept away in an 
instant. But in spite of all bis care and exertion, the canoe 
waa sorely buffeted, and the bark hung in shreds i-'ong ita 
sides, ripped and broken in every quarter. 

One day, on entering upon a magnificent lake, a rein- 
deer appeared, runnmg at full speed, chased by a large white 
wolf, which, though it seemed to have little chance in. 
awiftness, was nevertheless resolute in pursuit. The deer 
gradually made for a pass below the rapid, at the other sida 
of which another wolf was perceived, crauching down, with 
his eyes fixed on the chase, evidently prepared to spring 
the poor animal should it take the water. Fortunately, 
however, it flew past, near to where Captain Back 
standing, who, shouting loudly as the wolf a^^towla^ 
Bucceedei! in scaring tlie raacally aiviTuol a.Nij»,3 
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On the 29th of August, while the men were out scouring 
the country in search of the Thlew-ee-choh, which, it wm 
supposed, must he in the neighbourhood of the spot where 
their tent was pitched, Captain Back Ballied forth with hia 
gun. "Becoming- anxious," says he, " ahont Ihe men, I 
took my gun, and following a. N.N.W. direction, went out 
to look for them. Having passed a small sheet of water, 
* * * I ascended a hill, from the top of which I discerned, 
to my great delight, a rapid, evidently connected with the 
stream which flowed through the narrow channel from the 
lake. With a quickened step I proceeded to trace its 
course, and, in doing so, was farther gratified at being 
ohhged to wade through the sedgy waters of springs. 
Crossing two rivulets whose lively ripples ran duo north 
into the rapid, the thought occurred to me that these feeders 
night he tributaries of the Thlew-ee-choh ; and, yielding (0 
that pleasing emotion which discoverers, in the first hound 
of their transport, may he pardoued for indulging, I threw 
myself down on the bank, and drank a hearty draught of 
the hrapid water." 

That this was actually the source of the river of which 
they were in search, was speedily confinned by the men, 
who returned soon afterwards saying that they had dis- 
covered it on the second day, and described it as being 
large enough for boats. Proceeding across some small 
lakes and portages, they travelled towards the river until 
their canoo, which had been showing unmistakcable symp- 
toms of a broken constitution, became at last so rickeiv as 
to render it advisable to return. From the appearance of 
the countrj-, and especially of some blue hills in the dis- 
tance, it was conjectured that the river was full of rapida, 
and that their work of next smnmer would not be child's play. 

The obaervatwus g*"'* *^^"i latitude Gi" iO' 51" K. ; 
longitude lOa" Oft' \tf' ^--, Na.'rv»:\«aVf^'lX'«„ 
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Their route back to winter quarters was even more 
barassing tlian their advance. The rickety canoe having 
nearly gone to piecea in aeveral rapids, was finally ahan- 
doned, and her cargo strapped to the backs of tlie men, 
who sot o£f to walk back over land. The account of this 
journey, as given by the indefatigable leader, is particularly 
interesting, but our limits forbid our entering upon it la 
detail. Over hill and dale, through swamp, jungle, and 
morass, they pursued their toilsome march ; now crashing 
with their heavy loads down the tangled and bushy banks 
of a small creek, and then slowly clambering up the craggy 
sides of the opposite bank ; sometimea plodding through 
a quaking swamp, at other times driving through a wood 
of stunted trees ; and all the while assailed hy a host of 
sand-flies and mosquitoes, in a way that mortal combatants 
never did and never will assail their foes ! Talk of hero- 
ism I no band of Spartans ever left their hlaek soup to rush 
tnmultuously on certam death — no toriom hope ever dashed 
up the crashing ruins of a blazing breaeh, with half the 
determination, or half the obstinacy, with which these same 
sand-flies and mosquitoes rushed upon destruction I Thou- 
sands flew, with ready darts, straight in the eyes, noses, 
and ears, of the frantic vo^agcurs — thousands fell under the 
withering force of one tremendous slap of their ever-moving 
bands — down they go, millions at a sweep, while milhona 
more supply their places, coolly, calnjly, but decidedly, 
with as much indiflerence to death as if it were a mere joke 
— nr.y, they even came on with a merry hum and buzz, as 
if they revelled in the wholesale slaughter of themselves, 
while their luckless foea rolled their heads in the very dust 
in agony. At laat, however, their sorrows, for a time, 
came to an end. " We had now," says Back, " reached 
the lake where, in my letter of the J 9th of August, t Visi. 
Mr. M'Leod to build au eBlEAiVVB^HUft-nX., "V^t^RtA.- 
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ing onward, over the bvbh and mosaj surface of the «and- 
banks, we were one day gladdened by the sound of tlie 
woodman's Btroke; and, guided by the branchless tnmka 
that lay stretched along the earth, we soon came to a bay. 
where, in agreeahle relief against the dark green fuliago, 
fltood the newly-erected framework of a house. Mr. iM'Leod 
waa walking under the ahado of the trees with La PriBe, 
and did not bear ua till wo were within a few yards of him. 
We were ranged in single file, the men havmg, of their own 
accord, fallen into that order; and, with swollen facea, 
drettsed and laden aa we were, some carrying guna, other; 
tent poles, &c., we muat have presented a strangely wild 
appearance, not unlike a group of robbers on the stage."* 
Capt^ Ua<^k and his hardy companions had now reached 
their winter quarters. In the cold heart of tba wildcrD«s», 
thousands and tbouaanda of milea from the dwellings of 
civilized men, between whom and them lay the almoflt 
impassable barriers of broad foaming rivers and sea-Iikc 
lakea, whoae waters were becoming crusted with the fine 
inteTsecting needles of ice, which, ero long, would solidify' 
them nearly to tlio bottom — high, broken, rugged moaulauna, 
dreary morasses, boundless prairies, and dense, dark, ioteis 
minable forests. lu the cold heart of the northern wilder- 
ness they built their little huts, and took up their abode 
for nine dreary months — surrounded by a few sc&ttenyl. 
starving fumtlies of Indians, and solitude ; depending for 
food upon the success of their Indian hunters and the pro- 
duce of their nets, both of which often feil, and neither of 
which were likely to do more than furnish a, meagra sub- 
siatanco for the party. There ia something truly grand in 
tbe courage and energy of men who thus, with tbe bnmane 
motive of delivering their fellow-men from impondisg 
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destruction, or for the purpose of adding to the geographical 
knowledge of the human race, leave friends, and home, and 
country, to face the rigours and overcome the difficultieB 
of a hyperborean winter — rigours and difficulties compre- 
hended in tieir full extent and terrible reality only by 
those who have endured them. And our admiration 
deepens into respect, when we see the heroic leader of the 
band, whose stem courage and unflinching resolution 
endured and conquered all, recording his gratitude and 
trust in God in the following simple, humble language : — 
" The following day," says he, " being Sunday, divine 
service was read, and our imperfect thanks were humbly 
offered to Almighty God for the mercies which had already 
been vouchsafed to us; and though in this imperious cli- 
mate, with everything to do, time was certainly precious, 
yet, feeling that the first opening of the sacred volume in 
this distant wilderness ought not to be profaned by any 
mixture of common labour, I made it a day of real quiet 
and repose." 

Mr. King, who, as haa been previously mentioned, was 
left behind with the two boats, rejoined the party on the 
IGth September, having incurred not a little difGculty 
in consequence of hia want of experience in these climes, 
and had been occasionally imposed upon by the voyageurs. 
The whole party now set briskly to work to complete their 
buildings. Trees were soon felled, branched, squared, and 
put together, with a celerity peculiar to Canadians ajid 
half-breeds, who, being all but born with the axe in thdr 
hands, become very expert in the use of it. Though the 
trees were small, a sufficient number for their purpose were 
speedUy procured ; slabs and planks were sawn, stones 
chipped, mud and grass collected for mortar; and, in a 
few days, as if by magic, a dwelling-house was ta,w«il, 
iciently weather-tight to sheVtet ttiB wVoXt -^kA^j 4.\jivi 
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a winter that was to last fully eight months. Al! esUb- 
lishmenis in the Indian country, however lowly and inno- 
oenl in appearance, being dignified with the tide of Fort, 
Captain Back thought proper to call thia one Fort Reliance. 
Its exact position waa in latitude 62" 46' 29" N., longitude 
109° 0' 38-9" W. It consiatfid of a house fifty feet long 
by thirty broad, having four separate rooms, with a spa- 
cious hall in the centre for the reception and accommoda- 
tion of Indiana. Each of the rooma had a fireplace and 
a rude chimney. A miserable apology for a room, wilJi 
many a yawning crevice inviting the entrance of the cold 
elements, was, out of coorteBy, called a kitchen ; and another 
house, standing at right angles to this one on the western 
side, formed a dwelling for the men. An observatory was 
also constructed at a abort distance from the establisbmenL 
wherein certain mysterious and complicated instnunenls 
were fixed and erected; iron in all forma being carefully 
excluded, and a fence run round it to guard it more effec- 
tually from the men, aa they walked about with their guns, 
ice chisels, and axes. Here Captain Back and Mr. King 
used to sit in solemn conclave for many an hour dining 
the winter, closely observing the various and interesting 
phenomena of earth and aky ; and awfully mysterious did 
this building appear to the simple Indians and voj/agmm. 
They would approach as near as they dared, and with their 
arms folded, brows knit, and heads down, would stand fbr 
hours wondering at the dead silence of its occupants, hrt^en 
only at long intervals by such exclamations as * 
" stop" — insomuch that they at last, afler very mature and 
grave deliberation, came to the conclusion that they were 
" raising the devil .'" 

The site of the establishment waa a level bank o 
and sand, covevol -wVAv Tum-iaw moss, shrubs, i 
looking more WVft a. -^wV ft.Mi ». 
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formed the nortLem extremity of a bay, bom twelve to 
fifteen miles long, and from three to five miles broad, which f 
was named after Mr. M'Leod. The Ah-hel-deasy fell into 
it from the wcstnard, and another small river from tba 
east. Granitic mountains of gray and flesh-coloured felspar, , 
qiiartz, and in some places large plates of mica, eurrounded - I 
the bay, and rose from five to fifteen hundred feet in height 
These hills, however, instead of proving a shelter, acted as ■ J 
conductors to the wind, which occasionally blew &om E.S.K. ' J 
and W.S.W, with great violence. 

Here they took up their abode, and the miserieB through' ' 
which they were doomed to pass during that dreary winter 
began even at this time. Fish, upon which they depended 
in a great measure, began to fail at the very commencement 
of the season. Prom one place to another the nets were 
shifted, with the hope of finding a larger supply; but, so- 
far from Bueceeding in this, the men who were sent found 
that there was scarce sufficient to maintain themselves from 
day to day, and on more than one occasion returned to the 
fort, being unable to support themBclves. Deer also failed 
them ; for, although there were plenty of these animals in 
le country, they kept so far away from the fort, and con- 
long among the barren grounds, where it waa 
exceedingly difBcult to approach them, that very few were 
obtained, and these at long intervals. The bags of pem- 
mican which Mr, King bad brought in his boats were i 
intended for the expedition of the following summt 
as it could not be carried on without that article of food, 
nothing but the utmost extremity would induce Captain 1 
Back to break upon it. During all this period, and for I 
months afterwards, the fort was besieged by starving 
Indians, who flocked to it in the vain hope of obtaining 
usistance from its almost equally unfortunate inmatfia, 
however, was a disposition wticAi \V wiiijMVw't^i 
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ruinona to the expedition to encourage. Captain Back poM- 
tively refused any asaistance in the shape of food, except to 
thoae of them who, from infirmity or sickness, were abso- 
lutely Incapahie of going forth to hunt One of this class 
was picked up in the woods aud brought to the fort, A 
miserable old woman, "clad," says Back, ''in deer-skin, 
her eyes all but closed, her hair matted and filthy, her skin 
Bhrivelled, and feebly eapporting, with the aid of a. stick 
held by both handn, a trunk which was literally horizontal, 
Bhe presented, if such an expression may be pardoned, the 
shocking and unnatural appearance of a human brute. It 
was a humiliating spectacle, and one which I would not 
wilhngly see again. Poor wretch ! Her tale was soon 
told : old and decrepit, she had come to be considered ae a 
burden even by her own sex. Past services and toils were 
forgotten, and, in their figurative style, they coldly told her. 
that 'though she appeared to live, she was already dead,' anil 
must he abandoned to her fate. ' There is a new fort,' said 
they, ' go there ; the whites are great medicine tncD, anil 
may have power to save yon.' This was a month before; 
since which time she had crawled and hobbled along the 
pocks, the scanty supply of berries which she found npon 
thera just enabling her to lire," This pitiable objc<^t was 
brought to the fort, fed and taken care of — being permitted 
to live in the hall, where she crawled about on all fours at 
will, moaning over the fire, or creeping into Mr. King's 
room, whom she found to be the only one who could alle- 
viate her sufferings. These, however, bad been greater 
than she could bear. Notwithstanding all their care, she 
sank from day to day, until she appeared a living ekeletou. 
and was found dead at last in a tent, beside the ashes of* 
small lire. ! there is something that thrills to the vwy 
Boul in thia ipKtoie o^ m\acTj «D.i tnwlty. The feeUng cf 
affectionate pity -wi^-^i '«\i\!t)Q. w 
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^^^WudianB, is tamed to bitter indignation aa wb read of the | 
^^^nnnatural, cold-heart«d cruelty of those who would thus ' 
^^^ forsake their feeble, helpless mother in her old age ; — the ! 

mother who had borne them in her arms over many and 

, many a weary mile of that waste howling wilderness — 

^^H-vhose breasts bad once sustained them with the stream 

^^Htf life, and, though all withered and shrunken now, still 

^^HEtovered the poor, trembling, timid old heart, which often- 

^^^times had beat more warmly and powerfully with love for 

those whom she watched departing, as they left her to her 

&t«, than it beat for fear as she gazed upon the cold wintry 

woods, and slowly realized hev desolation. It is past now, 

and she'a at rest. How many more such scenes shall occur 

to raise a wail of indignation, a boming tear of sympathy, 

and prompt the earnest prayer that the blessed Gospel of 

Jesus Christ may soon shine upon the dark places of the J 

earth? God knows I 

Famine in its worst form now began to stare them in the 
face. Day after day brought fresh intelligence from the 
various fisheriea of their ill success, while parties of starving | 
natives arrived from the hunting grounds, in the hope of 
getting a few scraps of food at the fort. Captain Back, 
with oharacterialic benevolence, imparted to them as much 
as could be spared from bis on'n little stock, endeavonring 
to revive their drooping spirits and urge them on to action. 
It was in vain, however. The scourge was too heavy, and 
their exertions were completely paralyzed. No sooner had 
one party been prevailed on to leave the fort, than another, 
still more languid and distressed, feebly entered, and con- 
firmed, by their half-famished looks and sunken eyes, their 
heart-rending tale of suffering. They spoke little, but 
crowded in silence round the fire, as if eager to enjoy the 
^^^only comfort remaining to them. And, truly, fire ws.s a 
^^Biomfort of no ordinary kind, wben ii w te«i.ftn^"t<:i* 
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^^B tho tomperatiire during tliat terrible winter fell to 70° bebw 
^^H sero of Fahrenheit! 

^^B It is difEicult for those who haxc not experienced it, to 

^^H comprehend the intensity of this degree of cold. Captm 

^^V Baek and hi»! friend Mr. Kin^ made a few esperimcnta 

^^^ during their long dreary winter, which will serve lo convey 

some iden of it, A hottle of aulphuric ether was placed oo 

the snow when the temperature was 62° below zero. In 

^^H fifteen minutes the interior upper anrfaee of the bottle wm 

^^^k coated with ice, while the ether became viscous and opaque. 

^^H A Email bottle of pyroligneona acid frozo in less than thirty 

^^^ minutea at a temperature of 57" minus; andasurfaco of four 

inches of mercury exposed in a saucer became solid in two 

hours, at the same temperature. On the 4th of February 

■ BO intensely cold was it, that a higher temperature than 
12° above zero could not be obtained in the house, even 
although there were eight large logs of wood blazing in the 
chimney of a amall room. As might be imagined, cold, of 
Buch a peculiarly nharp nature, used to prove inconvenient in 
more ways than one, and Captain Back tells ns that hi? ink 

I froze, and that in mailing an attempt to finish a water-colont 
sketch ho signally faUed — the material becoming frozon 
even while he sat bo close to a huge fire as considerably to 
endanger tho legs of his trousers! All metal implementSi 
on being brought into the house in such weather, become 
instantly covered with a species of hoar frost; and often- 
times have the eyes of a nox-ice on returning from a day's 
shooting been opened to their utmost width in undisgnisod 
astonishment at beholding his gun, which a few minntn 
before he had placed on his table glittering in all its pristtne 
freshness, gradually become dim and then pure white with 
a coat of hoar-frost! At an establishment near the sbona 
of Hudson' a Bay, a very carious phenomenon occurred which 
further iUviBli;a,te.a iVe voXeBsiyj tAftii w 
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A ball was given to the Indiana about the place — being 
New Year's day — and, during its progress, the heat of the 
room, and violent exercise of the guests, besides the steam 
from a pan of water platsd on the stove, so moistened the 
atmosphere as to caaae moisture to mn in strearaa down the 
walla and hang in drops from the ceiling. During the night 
the fires were allowed hi die out, and in the morning the 
whole room was covered with white crystals of ioel 

During this period of Buffering, that which tried Captain. 
Back's benevolent nature most severely, was the longing 
looks of the poor little Indian children, as theystood watching 
him and his men eating their small daily allowance of pem- 
mican. " Often," says he, " did I share my own plate with 
the children, whose helpless state and piteous cries were 
peculiarly diatreaaing. Compassion for the full-grown may 
or may not be felt; hut that heart must be cased in steel 
which ia insensible to the cry of a chUd for food, I have 
no reserve in declaring the pleasure which it gave me to 
watch the emotions of these unfortunate little ones, aa each 
received its apoonful of pemmican from my hand." 

On the 25th of April 1 834, while the snow still lay deep 
on the ground, and everything wore the same unchanging, 
and seemingly unchangeable, aspect that it had worn ever 
since October, the winter packet arrived, bringing intelli- 
gence of the safe arrival of Sir J. Ross and hia crew in 
England. To those who were to have devoled the ensuing 
anmmer to the search, this was a subject of unmixed plea- 
sure, both as assuring them of the safety of their enterpris- 
ing countrymen, and as setting them free to devote them- 
selves entirely to the aecondary object of the expedition; 
and that night, Captain Back, resolving to devote himself 
to the enjoyments of social Intercourse, invited all the world 
within hia reach (t. e. Mr. King] to sup with hii 
^Snlge^in a generous bowl of punc\i, T\ift'n\'i^-» 
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^^H to an additional allowancQ of fuod, wheremth to wana 

^^^H cockles of their baU- starved heartB. 
^^H Fart of the men were now seut to the only dump 

^^H which afforded trees of a enfficient Kize to Eaw up into planks 
^^^B for building a boat — this conveyaace bein^ deemed better 
^^^^ than a cauoe for the eummer journey. The lamlno sliU 
^^^B continued to presa heavily upon them. Many of the natives 
^^^B died, while eome of them tried to allay the cravingx of 
^^B hunger by eating ports of their deer-Ehin shoes and coats. 
^^H At the fisheries little or nothing was caaght, and at the fort 
^^H they were obliged reluctantly to break upon the Bupply of 
^H^ pemmican. The solitude and desolation of the establish- 
ment waa extreme, and perhaps no better idea of it conld 
be conveyed than by the quotation of a paragraph from 
^^^ Back's journal in which he speaks of the death of two tame 
^^K ravens. " For the last fifteen days," sayahe, ''onrhabita- 
^^H tioa had been rendered more cheerfol by the presence of two 
^^H ravens, which having, by my express direetion, been left 
^^^1 unmolested, had become so tame as seareely to move t«n 
^^^1 paces when any one passed them ; they were the only living 
^^H things that held communion with us, and it was a pleasure 
^^H to see them gambol in their glossy plumage on the white 
^^U anew. A party of men had arrived overnight, and amongst 
^^r them an Iroquois, who, perceiving the birds together, and 
being ignorant of my ivishes, could not resist the temptation 
of a double shot, and so killed them both. In any other 
situation such an event would, perhaps, have seemed too 
trifling to be noticed; but in our ease the ravens were the 
only link between us and the dreary solitude without, and 
their loss therefore was painfully felt. • * * "W^ben 

I they were gone, I felt more lonely, and the moaning wind 
seemed as if complaining of the barbarity.' 
Towards the end of winter one of the men, called WilUam. 
son, was lost. He \ia4 '\ieeo. a^ mMsiui Is 
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part of tho winter, and bad been discharged from ttie service 
ill conseciuence ; but wliilo travelling to the next establish- 
ment, he separated from hia companions, lost himself in the 
woods, and was fuund long after dead upon the snow. 

Winter, with its cold, dreary, deathlike stillness, at last 
began to give way and melt beneath the warm touch of 
spring. The lumps of snow and bits of ice, which had lain 
so long around the fort as to have acquired all the famili- 
arity of household objects, at last began to diminish in size 
and change in appearance. The door, which it had been 
customary to keep closed with jealous care, was allowed 
occasionally to stand open, and eoon a few pools of water 
formed on the ice, and the unusual sound of tinkling rills 
was heard as the great fields of snow began to melt and 
aend forth the first few tiny threads of water, which, ere 
long, were to gush in volumes throughout the land, and 
help to burst the icy barriers of lake and stream. On 
the 13th May the firat goose of the season was seen. On 
the 18th Mr. M'Leod arrived ; and on the 7th of June, 
things being considered in a sufficiently advanced state to 
permit of operations being commenced. Captain Back and 
his party set out once more upon their travels. 

The boat, which was thirty feet long, was placed upon 
runners, and dragged over the yet unmelted iee of the lakea 
and swamps, across many of which they had t/i pass ere 
they could launch upon the Thlew-ee-choh. The men had 
each a small sled, or runner, on which to drag a certain 
amount oi the baggage and provisions — averaging about 
one hundi-ed pounds — and away they went with great 
merriment at the groteGque appearance they cut as they 
stumbled and slipped over the jagged surface of the ice. 
In a very short time this work began to tell upon the run- 
ners of the sledges, which peeled «p, and otherwise evinced 
BjTnptoms of veiy speedy diaso\ut\OT», \tv fti\a ^"fflaiaa- J 
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the captain bethought himself of two pitsawa which they 
had with them. These were got out, cut into stripes, 
nailed to the runnetB, and in a few hours away they went 
again with increased speed, and very much dimiiushed tear 
and wear, 

Mr, M'Leod, with a party of Indians, was sent on ahead 
of the main body to hunt, and make caches of the ment, to 
be picked up as the party behind came np to them. An 
encamping place of this advance guard was fhUen upon by 
Captain Back while he was straying a little from hia party. 
As he stood looking at it, he observed a tin kettio half 
buried in the snow, which on examination was found lo 
contain thirty-four balls, a hie broken in three pieces, an 
awl, a fire-steel, and a crooked knife. This, the most 
valuable portion of an Indian's possessions, had been thrown 
away, according to a custom prevailing among that people, 
either as an cxpiotory aacriiice for some calamity, or as a 
token of extreme affliction for the loss of a wife or chili 
The captain usually kept ahead of bis party, being desinnu 
of finding the caches, and laying the meat on ru eicposed 
place in his track, eo as to avoid waste of time in collecting 
it. In this way they continued their route for many days, 
over every sort of lake, pond, river, swamp, creek, or pool 
that can or cannot be imagined ; sometimes comfortably, 
and sometimes miserably. The want of fire waa their chief 
discomfort. " The thermometer," says Back, " stood at 
33°, with snow, and a raw cold wind that pierced through 
na in spite of cloaka and blankets. It was two o'clock in 
the morning; and as I had not yet dined, certain internal 
gnawings began to intimate the propriety of supplying^ 
organs of digestion with some occupation which n; " " ~ 
them from quarrelling among themselves, 
for a cheerful fire and a warm, comfortable meal I 
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wet branches, we applied ourselves with laudable zeal to 
ignite aud blow them into a flume. The moss and shnibs 
were saturated, and would not bum ; but it waa fondly 
imagined that, by dint of perseverance, and relieving each 
other quickly, the dwarf birch mig'ht be importuned into a 
blaze. We puffed, and it smoked — again, and it lighted — 
Btill more, and it went out : the pufiing was renewed — it 
looked cheerful, and wanted only a little inore coaxing. 
'The least thing in the world,' said one, blowing gently, 
though at the distance of a yard. ' Mind what you're 
ahont,' cried another — ' there 1 it will go out — it's all 
over' — ' 1 get out of the way, let me come,' bawled a 
third ; and thrusting himself forward, applied himaelf ta 
the work with such vigour and force of lungB, that the few 
embers yet living flew scattered ahout like the sparks of an 
exploded cracker." That day, and oq many others, the 
captain dined on " some pemmican and a little eold water," 

Towards the middle of June the weather became very 
cold and boisterous, especially Midsummer'a-day, which waa 
the coldest, blackest, and most wintry day they had. On 
the 22d of June, being Sunday, divine sen-ice was read in 
the tent, where, to the credit of the men, be it mentioned, 
they all came clean and shaved, notwithstanding the dis- 
comforts to which they were exposed. 

On the 28th they arrived near the banks of the Tlilew- 
ee-chob, and on the afternoon of the same day were fairly 
launched upon its head waters. Theae, however, were full 
of ice, and it was not until several days ailcrwards that 
Captain Back felt it safe to dismiss his extra hands, and 
the Indians who had accompanied him thus far to carry 
provisions. On the 3d of July, however, having assembled 
tbem on the htuika of the river, he relieved them of their 
burdens, and arranged the party which was to aocoBv^w^ 
to tie Polar Sea. And gteal\s ftii \\. a\ir\ft\'afc "C 
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Indians to see a boat manned by Enropeana, and stored 
with the provision of the southern country, ailer haTing 
been hauled, carried, and dragged over every imaginable 
kind of obstacle for full two hundred miles, at last furly 
launched on the clear waters of the barren landa. Mr. 
M'Leod was disraiased at thia point, with iastmctions lo 
collect provisions against their return, and to meet them 
again in September on tho banks of the Thlew-ee-choh, 

While he and hia party were debating as to which part 
of the country would be best to return by, proTiaions being 
somewhat scarce, the fog cleared away, and discovered the 
branching antlers of twenty rein-deer spread over the sum- 
mits of the adjacent hills. " To see and pursue was the 
work of a moment, and in a few minuter not an active 
hunter remained in the encampment. It was a beautifnl 
and interesting sight ; for the sun shone out, and lighting 
up some parts, cast others into deeper shade ; the white ice 
reflected millions of dazzling rays ; the rapid leapt ud 
chafed in little ripples, which melted away into the on- 
ruffled surface of the slumbering lake ; abrupt and craggy 
rocks frowned on the right, and, on the left, the brown land- 
scape receded until it was lost in the distant blue niountains. 
The foreground was filled up with the ochre- coloured lodges 
of tho Indians, contrasting with our own pale teuta j and 
to the whole scene animation was given by the graceful 
motions of the unstartled deer, and the treacherous crawl- 
ing of the wary hunters.'' 

The very first day introduced them to the perils which 
ihey were to encounter in that rugged river. Coming up 
to a strong rapid and fall, down which the boat could onlv 
be run in a light state, all the baggage was carried over 
the rocks, and four good hands loft in tho boat, Thev 
into iVe f\t«».ti\^ baI xw the (irst fidl in saietv ; 
bat having ateetai Vqo m>w\i Vi -OBssXtS^ * 
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on to a ledge of rock, fanning part of the second ; this 
brought the boat up with a crash which threatened imme- 
diate destmction, and called forth a shriek from the pros- 
trate crew. The steersman jmnped out on the rock and 
tried to lift her off, hut without success. Another moment, 
and the fieree current swimg her stem round, and it seemed 
as if nothing could save her fcom descending in a gush of 
green water straight on to a sharp rock below, against 
which a wave of five feet high was breaking. Happily 
the steering oar had been left projecting oat astern, and, as 
the boat swung, it caught a rock, which pitched her out 
broadside to the current, when she was carried down in 
safety. 

The party now consisted of eight boatmen, Mr, King, 
and the commander, and seldom has ao small a band of 
adventurers experienced such a hazardous, comfortless, and 
truly rough-and-tumble journey as they did. The weather, 
which had been all along boisterous and cold, became 
worse and worse as they went on, so that they were fre- 
quently wet all day, and, owing to the want of firewood, 
they were of necessity wet all night. Nevertheless, they 
kept up their spirits — not 'hy pouring spirits down' — for- 
timat«ly for them they had but little " fire-water," and 
cared little for it — but by being contented and cheerfal 
imdcr all circumstances. Captain Back, too, in the midst 
of discomforts which might have damped the ardour of 
most men, cheered op his party by word and action — 
keeping ever before their minds, that, however well man 
may order his plans, the disposal of all is in the hands of 
God. 

The river expanded sometimes into immense lakes, which 
often detained, and sometimes threatened to arrest them 
altogether; at other places it narrowed into a dee^ aad. 

lid stream, which gashed in a black WAmgta^ft&'Caxavi^^ 
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between high cliffd, or foamed over a rugged bed of broken 
rocka and boulder- stones — terminating not unfrequently in 
a stupendous fall. ObBtaclee of this kind, liowever they 
may interrupt the progreas of ordinary men, are no barriers 
in the way of nor' -westers; bo they swept through the gorges, 
manteuvred skilfully down the rapids, and made portages 
to avoid the falls, with a degree of facility and safety thai 
VBs little short of miraculous. In one place they had a 
narrow escape, which ia but a specimen of what was of 
d^ly occurrence. " A. httle sheet of water," saj-s Back, 
" bounded to the right by mounds and hills of white sand, 
with patches of rich herbage, where numeroua deer were 
feeding, brought us (o a long and appalling rapid, full of 
rocks and large boulders ; the sides hemmed in by a wall 
of ice, and the current flying with the velocity and force of 
a torrent. The boat was lightened of her cargo, &nd I 
etood on a high rock, with an anxious heart, to Bce her mn 
it. I had every hope which confidence in the judgment 
and dexterity of my principal men could inapire ; but il 
was impossible not to feel that one crash would be latal to 
the expedition. Away they went, with the speed of an 
arrow, and, in a moment, the foam and rocks hid them 
from my view. I heard what sounded in my ear like » 
wild shriek, and saw Mr. King, who was a hundred yaid» 
before me, make a sign with his gun, and then run forward. 
I followed, with an agitation which may be conceived ; and, 
to my inexpressible joy, found that the shriek was the 
triumphant whoop of the crew, who had landed safely in a 
Email hay below. This was called Malley's Rapid, in eoo- 
sequence of one of the party, so called, having lost him- 
self in the adjacent willowa for some time." 

On the 13th July, a glimpse of sunshine tempted the 
captain to \id.\\. iut \.\v« yat^ss of taking observations, and. 
while lie waft thus i4\\?,».%ti, ■Coa ■Ei<m. -wisto. -^wkUal bi 
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scour tlio country in pursuit of deer and mnsk-oxen, wliich 
literally awanued in the barren gronndB, and infused, life 
and animation into many a wild picturesque scene. The 
hunters sooa returned with four fine bucisB, which aSforded 
them an agreeable change from the customary meal of I 
pemmicau. 

The latitude was 65° 38' 21" N., and longitude 106° 3^ 
23" W. At this place the river began to take an easterly 
hend, which perplexed and annoyed them much ; causing 
great anxiety as to whether it would ultimately lead them 
to the frozen sea, or terminate in Hudson's Bay. In any 
case, they had nothing for it but to push on, and their 
labours were rewarded afterwards by their finding that 
the river trended again in a northerly direction, and their 
hopes were further increased by the diseoveiy, on the 16th 
July, of some old Etiquioiaus encampments. Once, indeed, 
they thought they saw tents of the Esquimaux ahead, but 
on a nearer approach they turned out to be some luxuriant 
dumpa of willows, which were inhabited by thousands of i 
geese. They had selected the spot aa being a convenient 
one for the operation of casUng their feathers. 

Geese, while in this condition, are most superb runners, 
and put the hunters to their utmost metal sometimes to 
catch them; leading thera through bog, pool, and swamp, 
with a dexterity that often brings their pursuers into many 
an awkward and watery predicament, leaving it often- 
times a point in dispute whether the chasers or the chased 
were the greatest geose 1 They observed thonsands upon , 
thousands of the most excellent quilU scattered over the I 
sand. 

A curious feature in this part of the country was the 
number of huge boulder- stones scattered around, not only 
in the river, but on the very pinnacles of the highest hilla. 
L On the 28th July they met llie fi.ta\i ta»:^-afi»ax-,^ 
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as ustml on their first seeing Europeans, exhibited at once 
ibeir consternation and aslonishment, hy shouts, yeHi, 
antics, and gesticulatiocB of the moat inhuman sort ; labonr- 
ing under the impression, apparently, that by so doing they 
would frighten their new visiters away. As is a]ao usual 
on such occasions, of course they found themselves mis- 
taken, for the boat continued to approach the shore despite 
the brandishing of spears and other belligerent demon- 
strations ; whereupon the whole nation formed in a semi- 
circle round the spot where the boat grounded, and slooil 
on the defensive. Captain Back, however, soon catahlished 
friendly relations with them, by walking boldly up, unarmed 
and alone, at the same time calling out Tima — peace — with 
great emphasis, tossing up his arms in true Esquimmix 
style, and, finally, shaking hands all round. This quieted 
them, and they soon mingled with the men, from whom 
they received a few buttons with great delight. They 
evidently had not souls above buttons ; indeed, were one to 
Judge from (he joy occasioned on receipt of these ornaments, 
it might be doubted whether their souls had yet attained 
to such a height of savage felicity as ever to have come ep 
to buttons before! 

A portage had to be made at this place; so, to divert 
the attention of the poor natives, and prevent theip being 
templed to steal. Captain Back went up to their tents and 
sketched them. Hedescribes them as being neat and well- 
made, not so cunning as those further to the west, and 
altogether a harmless, inoffensive ntco. The crew of the 
boats pronounced the girls to be "bonnia creatures;" bat 
really, upon turning to an engraving from the captain's 
portrait of one of these ladies, one can only come to ihii 
conclusion that the crew's notion of bonnie ereahirea was, 
to say the lea.al ot it, ^BuoUat '. His description of ihe 
taking o£ fhla portrait \a to ^\vm<sc<yu.'&\5S.-K^ig,-«^V'«v^ 
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own worda: "The only lady," says he, "whose portrait 
was sketched, was bo flattered at hcing selected for the 
distinction, that, in her fear lest I should not snfSeiently 
see every grace of her good-tempered countenance, she 
intently watched my eye; and, according to her notion of 
the part I was pencilling, protruded it or turned it, so as 
to leave me no excuse for not delineating it in the fall 
proportion of its beauty. Thus, seeing me look at her 
head, she immediately hent it down, stared portentously 
when I sketched her eyes; puffed out her eheeta whea 
their turn arrived; and, finally, perceiving that I was 
touching in the mouth, opened it to the full extent of her 
jaws, and thrust out the wholelengthof her tongue 1" From 
these friendly natives they received assistance in carrying 
the boat over a very had portage — a task to which the 
men were quite unequal; bo that to them Captain Back 
waa indebted for aid, without which he would not have 
reached the sea at all. 

Leaving these interesting denizens of the north, the 
party puraued their way, and, on the 29th July, were 
gladdened with a sight of the first headland in the Polar 
Sea, which was named Victoria Headland. This, then, 
was the mouth of the Thlew-ee-choh, which, after a violent 
and tortuous course of five hundred and thirty geographical 
miles, r unnin g through an iron-ribbed country, without a 
Binglo tree on the whole line of its banks, expanding into i 

fine large lakes wilh clear horizons, most embarrassing to . 

the navigator, and broken into ialla, cascades, and rapids, 
ta the number of no less than eighty-three in the whole, . 

pours its waters info the Polar Sea in latitude 67" 1 1' OO" N. ^^H 
and longitude 94° 30' O" W. ^^H 

The mouth of the Thlew-ee-choh opened info a broad ^^H 

■firth, tlio western shore of which was sobeatt.V'^ ScR,'ilM&. 
piejrresolved on coasting to the ea5lwati,'s\\\'5o."«*s.^^'^^*' j 



r 



THE MOUTH OF THE TliLEW-EE-CIlOlI. 



aifl 



Open, till aorae favourable opportunity offered for croesing 
over. So stormy waa the weather, however, that they 
Bucceeded in this at length with great difficulty, after 
having been detained several days on an island which they 
miaUiok for the main. Thia they called Montreal Island. 
By Blow degrees they proceeded along the ice-girt shore, 
sometimes advancing a few miles, when a favouring breeze 
opened a lace in the ice, but more frequently detained in 
their dreary encampments, in which they suffered much 
from cold and rain. In reading the graphic account of the 
journey by Captain Back, one cannot fail to bo struck bv 
the constant repetition of such sentences as the following : 
"The morning set in with rain, for which, custom had now 
taught us to look as a thing of course; but a faint hope 
was excited by the view of a. narrow lane of water, which 
had opened, how or from what cauae we knew not, outside, 
between the grounded ice and the main body ; and prepars- 
tiona were already making for a start at high water, when 
the wind suddenly chopped round from S.E. to N.W,, and 
fixed us once more to the spot ;" and, again : " A wet fog 
ushered in the morning of the 14th August, and left every 
object dark and indefiaable at eighty or ninety pace* 
distant. The breeze increased, and was fast packing the 
seaward body of ice, which now came with considerable 
velocity towards the shore, and threatened to lengthen our 
tedious and moat annoying detention," To render their 
position even more deplorable, scarcely any fuel waa to 
be found, and they experienced the greatest difficulty in 
procuring sufficient to cook their food, often being obliged 
to breakfast, dine, and sup on a morsel of dty penimictn 
and a cup of cold water. One day three deer came withia 
shot, and were killed. No savoury steaks, however, tickled 
their oUactovy jve'rvea viHlOti ■^^as.^sA &mes, or gratified 
their pslatea mftx a.n. «aacK.Ma\»TMa. -ms;*.-,— i&joj «{£bL-«&. 



be cooked for want of dry fuel 1" The low flat countiy, 
too, was the picture of desolation. " It waa one irregular 
plain of sand and stones ; and had it not been for a rill of 
water, the meandering of which relieved the monotony of 
the sterile scene, one might have fancied ot 
of the parched plains of the East, rather than on the shorea 
of the Arctic £ 

NeverthcleBB, with onflinching ardonr did Captain Back 
and his gallant crew push forward, in the hope of reaching 
a more open aea, and connecting their diacoveries with 
thoae of Captain Franklin at Point Tumagflin, Indeed, a 
spirit of endurance and cheerfiibieBa distinguished the whole 
party, which nothing geemed capable of damping. On the 
7th of August they reached the extreme point of land, which 
terminates the wide mouth of the river, and whence the 
coast trends to the westward. This was named Point 
Ogle, and another cape, seen far to the west, was named 
Point Richardson. Several portions of the coast of Boothia 
Felix were also seen in the distance lo the northward. 
Here they were completely baffled in every attempt made 
to advance. The ice became more firmly wedged every 
day ; one of the men fell sick ; the season was far advanced, 
and any further attempts to proceed would have been fool- 
hardy; so, under these untoward circumstances, Captain 
Back resolved to retrace his steps. Before doing so, how- 
ever, the British flag was unfurled, and the land taken 
posseasion of, with three enthusiastic chc^rfi, in the name 
of His Moat Gracious Majesty William IV. The latitude 
of tiie place was 68° 13' 57" N., longitude 94° 58' 1" W., 

I find variation, as well as the sluggishness of the instm- 
gwnts would allow it to be detennined, 1° 46' W. 
I Our limits do not permit us to follow the adventurouB 
to}/ageurs as they retrace their route up the (bam.v\% cs&ar 
jltcts of ihc ThJew-ee-choh. In the TQ\iiR(v o^ k-M^asX- *«?3 
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left the cold precincta of the Arctic Sea, and on the 
September met Mr, M'Leod, acoorJing to appointmei 
Sand-Hill Bay. He had long heen expecting them, and 
spent many an anxious hour in watching the distant objects 
in the direction of their route. With thia gentleman they 
returned to Fort Reliance, " after an absence of nea.rly four 
months; tired, indeed, but well in health, and truly grate- 
ful for the manifold mercies we bod experienced in ihc 
course of our long and perilous journey." 

Preparations were soon set on foot to opend ani 
winter in the wildemeaa. Once more the woods reaoi 
with the woodman's axe, and the little rooms glowed 
the blazing fires of wood. Again the neta 
the guns loaded, and the white man and the red 
the woods in company; while Captain Back and Mi 
found ample and interesting occupation in mapping 
discoveries and writing their journals. 

On the 28th of May 1836, Captain Back bade adien 
the polar regions, and returned to England, where ha 
arrived on the 8th September, after an absence of two 
years and seven months. The remainder of the 
returned by the Hudson's Bay Company's ship ia Oi 



CHAPTEB 71. 

Jtecent Discoveries. 
DeaiB utd Simpson's Overlsod Journcj Co the FoIbt Scb, 1S37-3 

Tiiu joyous whoop and plaintive song of Captaia i 
retreating party had hardly ceased to reverberatQ a 
the hills and valleys of the barren grounds- 
had scarce roWel flierc \bs,\, ^nVnJ. murmur acroaa tha d 
waters of tbe far n.ort\i, Kft.&. 'i^ia ■Si^mxK'^ isss.Nsaii.'^ 
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ventured to iadulge in a feeling of security, or ceased to 
gaze around in tiewlldered astonishment at tlio unexpected 
iotrufiion on tlieir sterile domain, when tlie eclioeu were 
re- awakened, and the nntlered monarchs of the waste re- 
disturbed, by another adventurous party of white men, 
whose restless curiosity and insatiable thirst for knowledge 
led them once uiore to attempt the completion of the 
vey of the northern coaata of America. On this occaaion | 
(ha expedition was conducted by two gentlemen in the 

f the Hudson's Bay Company — Messra, Dease and I 
paon, men eminently qualified for the arduoua task 
them to accomplish — the one from his long i 
aci^uaintance with the nature and resources of the country I 
to be explored, and his thorough experience in arctic tra- | 
veiling ; the other from his sctcntiSc attainments, super- 
added to an experience of nor'-wcst life of some yeara' 
standing, his youth, and energetic resolution in encounter- I 
ing and overcoming difficulties. 

The instructions for the guidance of these gentlemen were 
iveyed to them in a letter from Sir George Simpson, the I 
of the Hudson's Bay Company, dated Norway 1 
ioufie, 2d July 1836, the substance of which was as follows: | 
The expedition, which waa to consist of twelve men. 
to bo conducted to Fort Chepewyan or Great Slave Lake, 
ight he considered expedient, where they were to pass 
the winter of 1836-7. On the opening of the navigation 
in June, they were tfl proceed by boat down the Mackenzie 
River to Fort Nonnan, and there leave four men, with . 
directions to proceed to Great Bear Lake, and, on the most I 
convenient position, erect buildings, establish fisheries, and I 
collect provisions for the maintenance of the party during | 
the winter of 1837-8. In the meantime, Messrs. Deaae and I 
Simpson were to continue their journey down tlie Maa- I 
to the sea, along the shoiea ut N(\i\(Ja 'Ca^'i 's-jx^M 
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^^B explore, SB far as to the most easterly- point reached hj 
^H Captain Beecliey's barge in 1826. Returning to their 
^^K winter qnnrttra on G rest Bear Lake, tbey were to make 
^^Hb preparations for another voyage of discovery in the saramer 
^B of 1838, The object of that voyage was to trace the coast, 
^^ from Franklin's Point Tumagain, eastward to the moalh 

of the Thlew-ee-choh, or as muuh farther as the nature of 

the ground, their resources, and the advanced state of the 

season, would admit. 

The necessary outfit of provisions, clothing, astronomical 

mstruments, &c., being completed, Mr. Dense and his 

Ivoyagf-urs took their departure for the fer norlb, in the 
Athabasca brigade, on the 21st July — reaching Fort 
Chepewyan, where tlioy were to winter, on the 28th of 
September ; while Mr. Simpson proceeded ta the colony of 
Bed River, there to spend as much time as he had Co 
Rpare in brushing up his scientific knowledge^ (which, amid 
the care and bustle of a trader's life, had got somewhat 
rusty,) and in making preparations for his journey. 
As the long summer journey performed by Mr. Dease 
to Fort Chepewyan has been, at least in its principal 
features and characteristics, described in the similar jour- 
ney aceoinplished by Captain Back, we shall leave him 
for the present, and follow the fortunes of Mr. Simpson — 
Bceompanying him to the Red River settlement, and 
thence, in a winter journey, to Fort Chepewyan, 

It were foreign to our purpose to enter into a minute 
account of Red River settlement, yet we think that a cur- 
sory glance in passing at this oasis in the desert, may 
not be uninteresting to the reader. 

Bed River settlement is situated on the banks of the 
Red and Assiniboine Rivers, both of which unite their 
atreamB at & -poittV afaovjt Iha centre of the colony, and 
nearly oppoa\laTOTtO.M^,'i!a<i'^^i'iS?^'i*^'5vvfinsnK5a,^ 
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the Hudmn'a Bay Company. From this pomt they roll 
their united waters into Lake "Winipeg, vratering, in their 
courae, the wooded slopes, covered with luxuriant Tegeta- 
tion, amid which the wooden cotlagea of the settlers are ' 
picturesquely embedded. The colony is well supplied with 
schools and churches, is saluhrious and productive, and 
were it not for the fact that there is no market beyond that 
which is furnished hy the Hudson's Bay Company, it would 
be a £ourb:hing settlement. As it is, the company, of 
course, can purchase but a comparatively Bmall quantity 
of the produce; so that the remainder, if not consumed at 
home, must either be lost, or conveyed, at great risk and 
expense, over the prairies some hundreds of miles, to the 
American town of St. Peter's, through the country of the 
SieuK and other warlike tribes of Indians. 

Three races of men compose the population of this 
sequestered spot : the descendants of Scotch Highlanders, 
who originally emigrated under the auBpices of the Earl 
of Selkirk ; Indiana of the Cree and Salleaus tribes, who 
have been induced to give up the chase, and settle under 
the pastoral wing of a clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land; and Canadian half-breeds, who are the wildest, 
gayest, and most reckless set of dare-devil a that ever scat- 
tered death and destruction among the terrified bnflolo of 
the prairies, or with hilarious revelry startled the outraged 
echoes of the wilderness. These half-breeds spend their 
time in hunting the buffalo, at which they are very expert, 
or in conveying the company's goods from post to post in 
boats, np rapids, over cataracts, lakes, and portages that 
would seem to defy the utmost powers of man. Nothing 
daunts them, nothing quiets them (but sleep), nothing 
tires, and nothing tames fhcml 

Great quantities of that delicious compound at 4™ 
I Imffalo meat, fat and hairs, caUeii^emrmcaTi^Xft v.*.«.?i.\>^ 
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servants of the company ; and as this calls for a pretty ex- 
tensive supply of beef, these wild fellows find their interest 
and inclination felicitously conjoined in the chase of the 
huffolo. Owing to the regul&iity of thiii hunt, the ba&loes, 
labouring, doubtless, under that trepidafion which self-love 
ia apt to engender in the preBcnce of dangerous society, 
have retired to some distance &oin the colony, so that the 
hunters Lave to make a journey of upwards of three days, 
and sometimes longer, ere they meet with their game. 
And a wild, interesting sight it is, to behold these denii- 
savagea aseemhling on the banks of the Assiniboine in 
large bauds, wiih waggons, carts, guns, and horses, pre- 
paratory to setting out for one of thdr periodical hunt». 
Bemg fond of gaudy show, and restrained by no Parisian 
code of fashion, the half-breeds dress in light blue clolh 
capotes, fiistcned round the waist with bright scarlet or 
parti- coloured worai«d aashea. Very broad and conaplcuotw 
belts of the same colour, ornamented sometimes with while 
beads, cross their breasts and backs, to which thoy append 
powder-horns and shot-pouches. Leggina of varionsly 
coloured cloths, all more or less ornamented by the women, 
with beads or ailk thread according to taste, clothe their legs. 
Moccasins, garnished with porcnpine quilla, dyed red, 
blue, and yelloiv, defend their feet, while their heads are 
decked with hats, caps, bonnets, and nightcaps, or nature's 
own covering, all of which are covered profusely with tinsel 
hat-cords, gold and silver tinsel tassels, ribbons of every hue 
in the rainbow, and a good many more that the rainbow 
never displayed. 

Imagine some fifty or slsty of these fellowa daslung 
over the prairies with their black h^r streaming; daric 
eyes flashing; swart fneea glittering; loud voices shooting; 
guas glancing in l\i« b\\iv, ii.ud dust flj-ing in clouds 
the hoofs o£ *.\ieii: \i\iSB\a -TOWQero^ i^ft '^^it-^ -^jKusd^ 
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gallop, and curvette in a species of frenzy — imagine it, wo 
eay, and if you think that you have I'eali^ed it, we assure 
you that you are mistaken I Let us join them in a hunt. 

Far away over the undulating prairies the line of march 
extends, cnrts, waggons, horsemen, and pedestrians, looking 
from a distance like the great sea-serpeat, coiling its lazy 
length over the waves of a petrified ocean. The carts are 
taken for the purpose of conveyiag the pemmican Lome, and 
the women and children are taken for the purpose of com- 
ponnding it. Arrived at a little clump of trees, near which 
a herd of hufl'alo have been observed, the women begin to 
unharness their cattle and pitch their camp; while the 
laen, having mounted their bufl'alo runners, trot off in a 
band, with the design of surrounding their prey; now de- 
scending and now rising on the swells of the prairie. The 
buffalo runners are usually good, fleet nags, well trained 
to the work; so that, when they see the buffalo, it is un- 
necessary to use whip, spur, or rein, as they set off at full 
speed of their own accord, apparently as much interested 
ia the chase as their riders; a. propensity of no small ad- 
vantage to the hunters, who have both hands fully occupied 
in loading and firing their guns. As they cautiously 
ascend the brow of a swell, a sudden halt among the fore- 
most apprizes those in the rear that game is at hand; and 
as they preas eagerly forward, they behold an iraniensa 
herd of buffalo browsing quietly down in a hollow. A 
few hurried exclamations take place. Priming is examined, 
and away they go, down the slope like a legion of demons. 
Soon the unsuspecting herds toss their ponderous heads 
the air; and, beholding this liost of rushing monsters, away 
they go with a. heavy lumbering gait, which, however, soon 
increases to a sharp run, as a shot or two from the 
impatient spirits helps to quitken their perceptions, 
^^ejmrsuci'a gain on the animals, every SAite qI ■^Niiw&'^'iiSs^ 
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franiea quiver as they etrain to distance them; bat ij 
A few minutea mure, and the hunters are up with them. 
Shota begin to fly in quick succession, and here and there 
a black spot on the pr^rie tella that the work of destruc- 
tion has begun. That big fellow with the red nightcap is 
an old hand at the work. Already he has dropt two fat 
cowB, on each of which as he passed her he threw a mitten 
to mark it his. He now nears another. The terrified 
animal, with starting eye-balls, spurns the earth behind it 
at a rate that mates the hunter's nag stretch to its utmost, 
and gain but slowly even then. Ho is ivithin ten yards; 
and, pointing the gun without placing it t« his shoulder, 
he lets fly. The buffalo staggers, falls; one last struggle 
of its vast frame, and it falls dead — shot elean through the 
heart — while the hunter, reloading his gun, dashes past at 
full speed, pitching his red nightcap at the dead animal as 
he bounds away. AU around, the some scene, with slight 
modifications, is being enacted. Horsemen and bnifaia, 
mingled together, dash ivildly over the ground, while 
Bhouta and yells, the bellowing of animals, incessant rat- 
tling of shots, and thunder of hoofs, combined with cloods 
of dust and smoke, make up a confusion of sights and 
sounds absolutely bewildering; while the great number of 
black spots that cover the whole land gire promise irf rich, 
marrow-bone suppers, and lots of greasy occupation to the 
squaws, who follow in the rear for some days to come. The 
pemmican compounded from the meat thus obtained is 
very well adapted for travelling provision, being compact 
and nutritious, and will keep good for years. It has 
proved invaluablo to all arctic explorers in thdr hog, 
perilous journeys. 

At this settlement, then, Mr. Simpson remained till th« 
CoromenceTOenl ot •wm.Vfcx-, Ka4 then bethinking himself 
that it was lme\n bc\. ou\. ^OT'^OTV'iVs.iprK-jaa^'iltaS.-ijfi*. 
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being distant about 1277 mlleji, all of which had to be 
traversed oa foot, he prepared for the journey. 

In the afternoon of the Ist December 1836, he left Red 
River on horseback, the ground being still free from snow 
and not well adapted for the use of sleigbe, three of which 
and a caiiole were therefore left to follow, drawn light by 
the doga, until their arrival at a frozen lake, or a fall of 
snow, should reader them available. Several young frieads 
from the colony conveyed him to his first encampment, and 
on their way fell ia with a wolf, after which they had a 
spirited hunt. It was unauccessful, however, as might have 
been expected, on hard frozen ground. 

Wolf-hunting ia a favourite pastime with eome of the 
settlers, and Is practised in spring when the first thaws 
begin. These soften, the surface of the snow, so that the 
wolves can no longer bound rapidly over it, as they did in 
winter, but sink deep at every step, while the long legs of 
the pursuing horse enables him to plunge rapidly through 
it, and so g.iin upon the wol^ which may be easily shot with 
gun or pistol. 

At the first encampment Mr. Simpson and his friends 
spent a few hours together, and then the latter, bidding 
him adieu, returned to Fort Garry, while he and his parly 
laid their heads on their saddles and sank into repose under 
the starry canopy of the winter shy. 

The waning moon shone brilhantly when they awoke; 
and taking an early breakiaat, they all started on fijot. 
The morning was cold, but exhilarating: the sun, rising in 
cloudless splendour, threw his horizontal rays across the 
wide plain, and, illuminating the hoar-frost upon the long 
dry grass, gave to the expanse around them the appearance 
of a silver-spangled sea. At noon they halted for a, short 
^^^me at a cluster of trees, in whose shade they ohtivofti 
^Hkpfficient sjjow for their horaea and dDg4,mVfc\m'i'«^^^'^i* 
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luxury not to be found in these arid plains. The counlry 
over which they paaeed waa studded with r few copses of 
poplar and dwarf oak; hut a great part of it having- been 
swept by the running fires, so frequent and terrible in the 
pnurieB, presented a blackened and dismal aspect. These 
fires are o^en occasioned by the carelessness of Indians, 
who eoraetimes leave the lighted embers of th^ camp- 
fires burning, and the first breeze of wind that spring! 
up Bets the surrounding grass in a blaze. Lightning occa- 
sionally ignites the dry grass in summer, and sometimea 
the warring tribes that infest the prairies set them on fire 
for the purpose of driving away the buffalo from the hunt- 
ing grounds of their enemies. In any case, whether 
kindled by the flashing flames of heaven, or set on fire by 
the hands of savage men, the results are most terrific; 
especially in those places where (he grass is long and 
luxuriant, affording food of the most inflammable nature to 
the fire, and which bums with a fierce rapidity that bida 
defiance to the utmost efforts that human power can make 
for its estinetion, as it rolls its smoke-capped volnnies 
along the undulating ground, with a speed that soon ovei^ 
takes the fleetest courser in the land. Well does the sftvagg 
know this, and when the distjint roar of the devonring ele- 
ment is borne faintly to his ear upon the breeze, tbe nuldea 
start of alarm, the distended nostril, the glaring eye-ball, 
and the deeply attentive ear, tell eloquently of the terrible 
character of the dreaded f^nemy that approaches ; while tha 
bound on to his horto, and the burst away across the pTMtii^ 
show that life and death are pending on the race. Aa 
ingenious method is often resorted to by the natives (■ 
occasioas of this kind, if they happen to have tho mahroh 
for producing fire along with them. Hastily tearing 19 
the grass atottnl \Aiam, fti^^- tVw v^ E^ace as well as thfj 
can, and, Qrlt'ini^iri'i'^i'' "'"'*''^" "^ "'* — > g— - *- ■•*| in i^^ 
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to leeward. In a few Eiinntes a large Bpac« of gronnd ia 
burnt bare, on which they take their stand in safety, well 
aasured that when the flames reach the spot they will 
natunJly die out for want of iiicl. It may be imagined, 
however, that it is no easy matter to clear a apace snffi- 
ciently large where the grass ia long and matted; and 
sometimes, ere this can he accomplished, the fire msbes iu 
upon and consnmes them. The particnlar part of the 
prairie, however, over which Mr. Simpson and his party 
now walked, had been covered with grass of a shorter 
growth, whith, aUhough it bums fiercely enough, and 
leavea a toelancboly blackened tract behind, is not danger- 
ona to the traveller; a good rush and a light spring being 
generally sufficient to cany him over the fiery biUow. 

On the 3d December they reached Manitobah Lake, 
which had but recently assimied its icy covering. It pre- 
sented so fonaidablc an appearance of rough, broken, and 
jogged peaks, as to iudnce some of the party to soggest the 
propriety of trying another route. This, however, Mr. 
Simpson would not do; so, dismissing the wheeled vehiclea 
and horses, they packed their baggage upon the dog-sledges, 
and started after them on foot. The dog-sledge ia a thin, 
light slab of wood, turned up at one end, and is usually 
drawn by four dogs, whose feet are covered with Uttlo cloth 
shoes for the purpose of protecting them from the snow, 
which, when slightly fi-ozen on the surface, soon cuts and 
mauna the poor animals if not thus defended. A cariole 
had been provided for Mr. Simpson, who, however, pre- 
ferring the more manly conveyance of a pair of excellent 
legs, used it to carry his books and instruments. "Then 
began," says he, " the flourishing of whips, the shoutB of 
drivers, and the howling of refractory dogs — all blending 
together in one horrible outcry. For some dislanca wa 
found the ice almost impracticaWe, but on l(i>:Hi.'Q.^o.-^voS« I 
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the broken ragged mosBCB gave place to a smooth and 
glassy level. To walk on Buch a enrfaco with the moc- 
casins, or soft leather Bhoes of the country, was oext to 
imposBible; we were, however, provided with iron cram- 
peta, which we strapped on much in tho Game manner as 
the Kamtschatdalea wear their "poEluki," or ice shoes. 
Thus secured from many au awkward fall, we advanced 
rapidly, but found it no easy matter to keep pace with our 
doga, who, rejoicing in the ease with which they now 
dragged their burdens, scampered along at a great rate. 
The young ice, as yet hut a few inches thick, crashed and 
rumbled like thunder under our tread. About noon a vio- 
lent storm of snow-drift suddenly arose, and compelled u? 
to seek shelter among the epreading oaks and clma that 
ornament the hanks of this extensive lake."* 

On the 5th thcytravelled thirty-four miles across aserica 
of gently rounded bays fiinged with rushes. The wind 
blew piercingly cold, so that when they stopped to cut a 
hole in the ice for water, after being a good deal over- 
heated, their clothes, gloves, and caps immediately became 
solid, and they were glad to run again in order to repro- 
duce caloric. 

It ia difficult for those who have not experienced it to 
comprehend the intensity of the cold in those regiona in ihe 
depth of winter, eapecially if it be accompanied (and driven 
vigorously into the eyea, np the nose, and down the throat) 
by a stiff nor'-weat breezel Let it be ever so cold— even 
forty degrees behw zero — and it is bearable so long as 
there is no wind; but should the wind rise in such weather, 
it is next to impossible to face it. No language can convey 
a correct idea of its bitter intensity. Cold — biting cold — 
doesn't come near it: frost — bitter, withering frost — U 
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rather a warm, balmy idea than, otherwise, compared with 
it. It is, in fact, beyond all description, and the only thing 
that it is not beyond is, being thoroughly understood and 
appreciated when felt! During their long and tedious 
journey the travellers experienced a good deal of this cold 
weather. In speaking of it one night, on which the frost 
seemfl to have been more peculiarly vicious than usual, Mr. 
Simpson says: "The night was intensely cold, and I 
Ulerally turned my fingers with the eestant while taking 
the usual observations." This burning of the fingers is no 
figure of speech, at least as iar as effect goes. The conse- 
quence of touching cold metal at such a temperature is 
Bomewhat similar to that which follows on coming into 
contact with metal at a red heat. As an instance of thiti, 
we may mention the case of a traveller in thesa regions, 
who, having been out with his gun, got bo benumbed in his 
right thumb as to be incapable of opening the catch of his 
powder-flask. Several grouse were sitting temptingly 
before him within shot; Ijut, do what he would, the only 
result of his frequent attempts to open the flask was to 
double up his awkward and utterly useless thumb. In 
this dilemma he seized the flask with bis teeth and effected 
his object, at the expense, however, of a large piece of the 
skin of his tongue^ which adhered to the cold metal! 

There is a proverb which asserts that extremes meet, 
and, certMnly, if /i-os( and/*-e may be called extremes, they 
did meet, and verified the proverb. In the experience of Mr. 
Simpson's party, on the night of the 13th December, Tha 
men, after travelling all day over a country which became 
at every step more difficult to traverse, owing to the fast 
falling snow, laid their shivering frames beneath the shelter 
of a fine wood of elms, when the dry grass, on which they 
lay, caught fire, and before they were aroused, their blankets 
were in a blaze. Fortunately they nfcift Tiot \iMr(«fiL\ w^i 
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ivith characteriatic indifierence to all thingB aublimary, thoy 
bundled up their Bcorched blanketB on the following morn- 
ing, and resumed their march. 

Duriug the jonrney they saw numbers of grouse of 
various kinds, as also a great many white hares, which 
afibrded them some sport as they walked over hill and dale, 
and proved an agreeable addition to their eyening meals, 
aa they encamped, night after night, under the trees, and 
made their beds upon the snow, Beds, in this world, are 
of various, and not unfrequently of curious kinda ; and, in 
the Hudson's Bay territories, more, perhapa, than in anv 
other part of thia world, beds are ttncommonly various, and 
particularli/ cations. There is first the bed of moss; which, 
adapting itself to the various outlinoa of the human figure, 
approximates more nearly than any other to the feather 
bed, and many a good sleep have weary voyageurs had upon 
such a couch. Then there is the bed of pine branches, 
which is a very excellent one, foil of spring, and if care- 
fully spread, so as to prevent the enda of the branches (mm 
boring- into the riba, is quite luxurioua. Sometimea, how- 
ever, pine branchea are not to be had, and moss m not; in 
which case a flat rock forms a pretty good, though nn- 
doubtedly a hard bed. If, however, as is sometimes the 
case, the only spot of level ground on which the luckless 
traveller can prostrate his exhausted limba, be a bank of 
aand, or a place covered with rounded slonea, varying in 
size from a marble to a cannon shot, the case is very de- 
plorable. The latter may be somewhat improved by care- 
fully removing the largest atones, but in any case it will be 
found to be unmitigated misery ; and, whether the sand or 
the stones be preferred, the inevitable result will be, lh« 
the traveller will sincerely wish he had preferred the other. 
There ia also a K^des i^\i"jikw)lic bed very much 
these parla. '!C\iiii,\LCiNNwe.T,'viiKi'i, wjTO.\iBXi.».\B&.tS 
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as a bed of neceaeity, being oftentimeB unavoidable in o 
sequence of freqnent showera of rain rendering a dry spot 
of ground unattainable. Besides these, there are infinite 
varieties of what may with propriety be called composite 
beds, partaking, in part, of all the different kinds ; but 
among the various descriptions, the snow beds on which the 
arctic voyagmrs nightly reposed were certainly not the 

During the greater part of the jonmey, troops of prairie 
wolves followed them, for the purpose of devouring anything 
that happened to be left in the encampments ; and they grew 
so bold at last, as to menace the dogs, when exhaustion 
induced the latter to lag behind the party. " Our dogs," 
says Simpson, " began to knock up one by one, and three 
were untackled all day. These lagged behind, unobserved, 
in the afternoon ; and I had to send a man back to look for 
them. He met them just as our pertinacious followers, the 
wolves, were coming up ; and saved the poor animals, who 
were in no condition to resist such powerful adversaries. 
In the plain districts, many horses fall a prey to their 
voracity." Of the different varieties of wolves that infest 
the plains and forests of North America, the large gray one 
is the most voracious and daring. " On the barren grounds 
through which the Coppermine River flows, I had more 
than once an opportunity of seeing a single wolf in close 
pursuit of a rein-deer; and I witnessed a chase ott Point 
Lake when covered with ice, which terminated in a fine 
buck rein-deer being overtaken by a large white wolf, and 
disabled by a bit« in the flank. An Indian, who was con- 
cealed on the borders of the lake, ran in and cut the deer's 
throat with his knife, the wolf at once relinquishing his 
prey, and sneaking ofT. In the chase the poor deer urged 
its flight by great bounds, which for & limft ft^MsfftisS. *« 
speed of the wolf; but it stopped to trw53.wvft."3 ^ % 
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ita relentkBS enemy, that tlie latter, toiling on at a long 
galtop, with its tongue lolling out of its mouth, g^aduslly 
came up. After each haaty look, the poor deer redoubled 
its eftbrt» to escape ; but, either exhausted by fatigae or 
enervated by fear, it became, just before it was overtaken, 
scarcely able to keep its feet,"* 

Daring their march they seldom met with Indians, and 
the whole country appeared a vast Bolitade. On the 28tli, 
however, they niet with two hunters who were visiting their 
traps. On that morning a strong, cold, north wind blew, 
driving in their feces a storm of anow which almost blinded 
them. About hreakfaat^time they fell in with a Chcpc' 
wyan hunter, and invited him to share their breakfast A 
cup of tea and a handful of biscuit were given to him after 
he had messed with the men, the former of wltich he 
awallowed, and put the latter into his pouch to carry to hU 
little onea at home. At noon they met another belonging 
to the same camp, who had just killed a badger, which he 
was taking home. These red children of the woods were 
well clad, and living in the midst of plenty — supplied by 
the hand of Him who giveth liberally, and upbraideth not. 
alike to the dweller in the city, and the inhabitant of the 
wilderness. 

New Year's day arri\'cd ! What a flood of association* 
rush in upon «s when we think of Now Year's day I Tht 
day that seems from time immemorial to have been dedi- 
cated to mirth and joy, and good feeling and hearty fellow- 
Bhip among men ! The day, of all others, femous for huge 
fires, and cold frosty weather, and happy faces hunriiig lo 
and fro, not very well knowing with what purpose in view, 
but with a confused sort of intention of shaking everybody 
by the hand, and wishing them a "happy New Year." The 
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Hun of New Year's day aroae too, according to its ancient 
custom ; and, as it rolled up the eastern sky, how manv 
happy homes and merry faces did it shine upon in old 
England I what a stir did it create throughout the length 
and breadth of that thickly -peopled land 1 It rose red and 
bright on the wilderness, and Gcnding its horiKontal rays 
through the frosty air, tipping the white mounds of snow; 
and penetrating the dark branches of the shrubs and trees, 
it shone upon the figures of our arctic wanderers, as they 
rose from their cold couches, and prepared to resume their 
long, bng journey. There was a smile upon their faces 
too on that morning, as if its joyous influence penetrated 
even there. And so it did, for that night they hoped to 
reach Fort Carlton, and there — with the comfort of a dozen 
new faces and fresh voices, with whom to interchange the 
good wishes of the season — spend the opening days of 
the New Year, On the day following their arrival at 
Carlton, a ball was given at the fort, whereat all the in- 
mates, young and old, gave free vent to their passion for 
dancing, if the motions of the performers may be so desig- 
nated. Both the women and men in these climes, being 
very much accustomed to snow shoes, and very much un- 
accustomed to dancing- pumps, draw much more largely on 
the services of the heels than the toes, and the effect of 
this, combined with a peculiar inaptitude to graceful action 
generally, is to produce a motion something between that 
of an elephant's head and a boat in a heavy sea, which 
mai/ be pleasant, but undoubtedly doesn't seem bo. 

Allowing themselvea a rest of three days here^ they 

started again on the 4tli, reinforced with fresh men and 

dogs. The succeeding part of tbt-ir journey was very 

much a repetition of the first. Lake and river, hill and 

^^j'alley, plain and woodland, were traversed — mtk if&isaSN^ 

^■Moietimes, it is true, but always TNifti checTtiTves.^ »-'o&- "S^'l 
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Berer&nce — Mr. Siinpsan undertaking the trying task of 
opening the track, tbat h, leading the way; and, in bu 
doing, beating down the deep enow into a Bort of path, 
which very much relieves those who follow behind. During 
the whole month they travelled thus; and on the 1st of 
Febmsry, the very day on which it had been calculated 
before they set out they expected to conclude th^r journey, 
they arrived at Fort Chepewyan; having performed, in 
two montha, a joarney of 1277 miles, every inch of which. 
with the ei^ception of the first day, had been traversed on 
foot by the whole party. On the route they touched at 
three of the eompany'aestabliahinents: Forts Felly, Carlton, 
and Isle k la Crosse. At Fort Chepewyan, which is sitnated 
on Lake Athabasca, they were cordially welcomed by Mr. 
Smith, the gentleman in charge of the post, and Mr. Simp- 
eon's colleague in the expedition, Mr. Deaae. 

Here they remained until the end of May, Amongotbcr 
preparations that were made for the voyage, two substantial 
lioats were built, of twenty-four feet keel end six feet beam 
^-each carrying two lug-sails. They were built for shallow 
navigation, and were each provided with a small, oiled 
canvass canoe, and portable wooden frame; and being ex- 
actly similar in size and appearance, they were respectively 
named (^astor and Pollux ; while a capacious bateau, in- 
tended for G reat Bear Lake, gloried in the name of Goliab. 

On the Ist of June 1837 the expedition left Fort Chepe- 
wyan, under a salute, which they returned, in genaina 
British style, with tbree hearty cheers; and, with beating 
hearts and high hopes, they congratulated eocb other on 
having at length fairly commenced their voyage of dis- 
covery, anticipating a success in their enterprise wlucli wu 
afterwards fully realized. 

Traveraiug l\ie "seAa-ro wAtetnity of AtliRbaaca Laka, 
theventete4ftw:^^^^"'«,"'i^'?vvai\-^isii)\s3^%si&.'iaMaunp^ 
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" We formed," says SimpBon, " a sraall but happy partyj 
and as our white teats glittered in the rays of the sun, now 
declining to the horizon a^r his long diarnal course, with 
the broad river running in front, and around us the greea 
woods, the view was pleasing if not picturesque." On the 
following morning they were afloat by three o'clock; and 
passing the confluence of Peace River, entered Great Slave 
River, where they were much stnick with the advanced 
at»t« of vegetation, as compared with the country they had 
just left, which was retarded in consequence of the chilling 
influence of the lake. Bright green poplar and willowB, 
blending with the sombre verdure of the pine, clothed the 
banks of the stream. Not far from this place they overtook 
their hunters, who had be«n sent on two days ahead, Bquatled, 
along with a party of Chepewyans, like so many beaver, on 
the banks of the Salt River. As a supply of salt could be 
obtained at a plain in the vicioity of this river, Mr. Simpson 
got three of the largest Indian canoes and ascended it The 
distance to the opening of the plain exceeds twenty miles, 
following the tortuous oourao of the stream, which ia 
shallow, and, as they advanced, became salt as brine. They 
had not the good fortune to fall in with biifl'alocs, though 
their tracks, and those of the moose and bears, were 
numerons; but they consoled themselves by making h 
terrific assault on the swans, geese, and ducks, which were 
attracted thither in great numbers by the briny waters. 
They did not search long for salt, A single mound on the 
plain fiimished them with thirty bags of the finest quality, 
and seemed undiminished by the removal of a quantity 
snffident for their own wants, and for the supply of the 
Athabasca and Mackenzie River districts! A mountain, 
which terminates the plain at the distance of four or five 
miles, glistened as if incrusled with the some \iute 
■•nbstance, and yet, although ths ^VoVe Ann^ 
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eaturated with aalt, delicious springs of freali water gushed 
from the mountfun sides. 

Having finished their work, they bivouacked and fesstcd 
under as lovely an eveaing sky as fancy could paint, A 
sudden gust of wind, which bent the tall poplars like wands, 
cleared off the moaquitoes, and permitted them to enjoy a 
few hours of refreshing rest in the soft twilight; for there 
was no longer any night in these regions. 

On the morning of the 10th they reached Great Slave 
Lake, and every eye was eagerly bent upon the horizon of 
that great inland sea, but to their chagrin they saw an 
unbroken line of ice barring their further progress. On 
advancing to its edge, it was found to he firm and solid, 
and likely to remain bo for some time. There waa nothing 
for it, however, but patience; so, calling as much of Uus 
virtue as they possessed to their assistance, thej mode their 
way to Fort Resolution that evening, by the help of canoe*, 
and dragging the boat light over the shallows. From the 
10th to the 2Ist of June they were kept prisoners at th'ia 
cstabliahment, and amused themselvea as they best could 
with dances and games. Wherever we go in thia world 
we shall find something or other which will lend to elevate 
our eyebrows! and we doubt not that it will surprise our 
readers a little to learn, that the men of the expedition cbo!<e 
the hour ot midnighl for their out-door sports and games; 
this being the coolest and most agreeable part of the dayl 
The dances were conducted in the most approved Indian 
style; venison and fish being the food, and tea tbc only 
beverage — the remnants of the supper being carried off by 
the ladies, at least by such of them as had an atom of ma»- 
cuUr energy lefl in their dusky frames. Mr. Dease took 
L the opportunity of vaccinating all the young people at the 
1 1 place; haK-Veeda oni luiuins, all underwent the operuiaa, 
d felt tbe benft^il Q? ■\^,\iii4&Kt 'i'aiK.^-wVec.^Qe.TOaJli^i 
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swept off the North American Indians by hundredfl. The 
same benefit had be«n previously cooferret! upon the whole 
concourse of natives at Fort Chepewyan. 

The ico at leng'th opened sutficiently on the 21dt to enable 
them to advance; and accordingly they set off once more, 
having embarked a cargo of twenty-one dogs in the Goliah, 
This was deemed a sufScient number of dogs for seven 
sledges. At midnight on the 24th they reached the head 
of the great Mackenzie River, and encamped upon its banks. 

The travelling here became pretty easy. The noble 
stream, on whoso broad and rapid bosom they now floated, 
was so deep as to permit of their drifting dowa the current 
at night, instead of going on shore to encamp aa herelflfore, 
so that they made much more rapid progress; travelling, 
on one occasion, two hundred and fifty miles in forty-eight 
hours. Numerous camps of Dog-rib Indians were passed 
on the route, all of whom were exceedingly friendly, and 
testified the utmost delight at beholding white men. On 
the 1st of July they arrived at Fort Nonnan. Here the 
Goliah was despatched to the uorth-easfem extremity of 
Great Bear Lake, where winter qimrters were to be estab- 
lished, in charge of John Ritch, a boat-builder, who took 
with him John Morquay, Lawrent Cartier, and Francois 
Framond, besides three Dog-ribs to guide them and com- 
plete the erew. The exploring party then made their final 
arrangements, before leaving Fort Norman, In the way of 
laying in provisions and a few trifles as presents to the 
Esquimaux on the coast. Three pounds of peramlcan wan 
the allowance to each man per day, find it was afterwards 
found that, although the provisions were used without any 
restriction, the average diuly consumption had been exactly 
two pounds per man. The crews of the two boats consisted 
o f twelve men, three of whom had accompanied Captaia, 
^^bck in 1S34, and one Lad been w\t\i tiaivVNHi wv \Sfi.'a. 



F 



330 TERRIFIC POWER OF THE ICE. 

At Boniiet they left tbe fort, imd descended tbe rapid 
stream, travelling, aa usoal, all night. On either hand 
rose the rctcky mountains and the eastern hills, from wKoae 
Biiowy peajcs the dazzhng sunshine was brilliantly reflected. 
A few Hare Indians were seen fishing in the eddies along 
a port of the shore called the Ramparts. As soon ba thev 
observed the boats, they embarked in their small canoes, 
and followed them down the stream till they arrived at 
Fort Good Hope, where they were welcomed by a son- 
in-law of Mr. Dease. This establishment was entirely 
destroyed in June 1836, at the disruption of the ice, " which 
rushed down with such overwhelming force as to sweep 
almost completely over the island, though several miles in 
extent, cutting down the timber like grass before the scythe, 
and burying the place under two &thom9' wal«r. The 
terrified residents took to their boat, aud escaped, almost 
miraculously, into a small lake in the centre of the island. 
There the ruins of the overthrown wood averted the Airy 
of the inundation, and in this place of refuge they remained, 
with ice tossed up in huge fragments, forming a gigantic 
wall around them, till the danger was past."* It is diffiralt 
I position more terrible than that m which 
were placed ; especially when we consider that 
the river in which the island stood was the deep, broad 
Mackenzie, whose rapid stream was at that time swelled 
into a roaring torrent by the melting snows of spring, which 
poured into it from every creek and crevice in its banks, 
while the masses of ice that rolled impetuously down lk» 
swollen current with i^'resistible force were nearly tax (M 
thick 1 

There are few things in nature more awfiilly grand thik 
the disruption of the ice near the mouths of the gmt 
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North American rivers that flow into the arctic aeas. The 
rapidity with which the spring ueta in converts the deep 
snows of winter so quickly into wa(«r, that the icy covering 
of tlie rivers, notwithetanding its great strength and thick- 
nesB, is nnable to withstand the tremendous preseure, and 
bursts at last with a crash that equals the thunder of the 
artillery of heaven and earth combined ; and, carrying all 
before it, rushes towards the sea, tearing up the banks, 
sweeping completely over the smaller islands, grinding 
itself to atoms, and throwing up piles which seem as if they 
would rival the hills iu height ; till, heeoming lop-heavy, 
and being pressed upon by the accumulating masses, they 
fell, with a fearful crash, into the boiling water. Sometimes 
the mouths of the rivers become choked with the ice, which 
then remains at rest, in all its broken, jagged, and fantastic 
shapes, even for two or three days, till the ever- increasing 
flood again asserts its superiority ; and, once mor« bursting 
the frozen barriers, sweeps it with irresistible violence into 
the ocean. 

After taking some observations, which gave the latitnde 
66° 16' N., they took their final departure for the sea, and 
soon crossed the arctic circle. They were now approach- 
ing the Esquimaux country, and as these people have fre- 
quently proved to be a treacherous race, guns and ammu- 
nition were given to the men. On passing the mouth ot 
Peel's Hiver, the sun was seen at midnight, elevated moro 
than his own diameter above the horizon. 

On Sunday the 9th, upon turning a sharp point, they 
eame suddenly upon an Esquimaux oomiak, co 
four women and a couple of dogs. Ko sooner did the ladies 
behold the unwonted apparition of two boats full of white 
men, than they threw off their coverings, leaped ashore, 
and fled through the willows with the utmost precipitatioi 
Being under sail, and running hdoTO a ^uiAXixuKxHi'Cofc I 



4 
I 



So2 

bcnta paflsted on. TLe same evening they met with an old 
fellow in his canoe, who told tltem that it was Le who 
interfered to stop the plunder of Frankliu's party by his 
countrymen at Pillage Point. He waa presented with an 
axe, a knife, and several other articles, besides a share of 
thwr repaat ; but, notwithstanding the generosity of hii 
entertainers, he waa detected concealing a knife and fork in 
his hreaat, having previously eeereted a tin dish among the 
willows. The old rascal only laughed on being found out, 
considering it, apparently, to he an excellent joke I Im- 
mediately after porting with this inhabitant of the ice-bound 
north, the Arctic Ocean hurst upon their view, and drew 
from them three hearty cheers. 

Scarcely had they floated upon the northern sea, when 
a hand of its noisy inhabitantji paddled up to the boata in 
their kayaha, shouting and gesticulating as they came. 
A few presents were distributed, which, however, instead 
of satisfying them, only made them more vociferous in their 
desire to barter. 

" One lively yoongster," says Simpson, " attracted our 
notice by his activity in the noisy barter. He shot his 
arrows and lance repeatedly on the water to show us their 
excellence, at the same time shouting ' Neittuke ' and 
'Took-took'— the seal and rein-deer. On receiving a 
hatchet and some other things for his weapons, he beat 
upon his breast, laughed, whooped, and capered in the 
utmost extravagance of animal joy. He waa af):erwaida 
employed by several of his less adroit friends to cxchaogo 
their goods. A fine-looking young man, whose bee waa 
not disfigured by the lahrets, was remarkable for his 
modesty, hut did not fare the worse on that accoont. 
There was only one old man of the party. They appeared 
to U8 a Btoal, ■mell-Wki.ng people, with complexions eoo- 
■ BideraMy fairer vVrax \iw. Vt^vaa \.-c&*a. '^■isTOi^ fiai 
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our transactions with them, and satisfied our eurioaity, we 
told the strangcra to return to their village; upon which 
they gave na to understand that they wiahed to accompany 
UB to our encampment, and to spend the evening in our 
society. To this, however, we had a decided ohjection. 
Already had they made several unsuccessful attempts to 
pilfer out of the boats; fresh numbers would Boon have 
joined them, stimulated by the remembrance of their former 
BUccesB ; and we had Escape Reef, and a shallow, had 
navigation, before us. We therefore peremptorily ordered 
them hack, but to no purpose. Two or three guns were 
shown, which alarmed them a httle. They held up their 
hands deprecatingly, calling out 'Caw-caw!' — but per- 
sisted in following at a short distance, even after one or 
two blank shots, till I fired with ball over them; upon 
which they instantly dueled their heada, veered round, and 
aAer paddhng out of reach, halted to hold a consultation — 
more canoes now appearing in the distance. Thus delivered, 
we continued our course under sail, with a light, close 
wind, passing the reefs and shoals about four miles from 
the land, the weather dark and threatening. At ten o'clock 
a violent squall took us, and it was with the utmost eiiertlon 
that we were able to gain the shore at midnight."* 

This part of the coast proved to be a very interesting 
portion of their voyage — interesting, at least, in so far as 
dangers and adventures could make it. They had scareely 
escaped the clutches of the Esqtumaux and weathered the 
squall, when they reached the edge of the ice, which seemed 
to defy their further progress ; however, " we twisted and 
poled our way through it," says Simpson, " the transparent 
massea exhibiting every variety of fantastic shapes — altarB, 
caverns, turrets, ships, crystal fabrics — which changed as 
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we gazed upon them ; and ohan rolling over or brealdog 
down, with a thundering noise, toaaed our little boats on 
the swell caused by their fall. In the email open spaces, 
and on the floea, numberless senla wore sporting-; one of 
which would every now and then follow in our wake, rising 
breast-high to gratify hia cnriosity, and then giving place 
to another." In tha afternoon the ice blocked up the 
passage altogether, tmd they were under the unpleasant 
necessity of encamping on the bleak shores ; and there, 
while mnaiicafing their pemraican beside the fire, ruminated 
on the possibility of being detained until the season was 
far advanced. To add to their annoyance, a band of Esqui- 
maux found them out. They proved, however, to be mach 
less troublesome than were their predecessors, and took their 
departure quietly in the evening, after they had twistwl 
their greasy countenances into every variety of contortion, 
indicative of the quintessence of joy upon receiving a lew 
presents. It is truly amusing to read of the delight of 
these poor creatures on receiving a gift of the most 
nificant description. A few heads produce raptures 
knife or an ase, unspeakable felicity I 

While detained here, they made long excnrsiona 
the green hills, which were clothed with innumerable floi 
whose brilliant tints enriched the scene and fumi 
specimens for their botanical boxea. Their guns, too, 
not silent on these occasions ; and oftentimea the echoe* 
awoke to the unwonted sound, as the water-fowl flew past, 
unsuspecting, doubtless, the vicinity of blood-thirsty man 
in these cold, icy regions. A row of marks was observed 
extending across a point, evidently designed to lead tbo 
rein-deer to the edge of a steep bank ; over which, pursued 
by one party of hunters, they dash Into the sea, where ther 
fall an easy ftej to a.-DQ\\iCT ■^■rt^ >As*.\wKyl in canoes below. 

Beset \jy icft ana.Uiasc&.\>'3 ^'UOTwv%^*i's.^ai*^TfasN^>%taBa. 
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toilsome way along the coast. Sometiinea they were 
detained by wiud and weather — aometimes proceeded 
slowly, and at much hazard, through lanes of water in the 
ice ; often in the cold water all day, occaRionally all night, 
and suffering all the time from severe colds broaght on by 
their being so eonataotly wet ; but always in good spirits 
and determined to advance in spite of all difficulties. Indeed, 
it were vain to have attempted a voyage of discovery in 
such a land, unless the men composing the party were of 
that Btamp who set difficulties at defiance, and rejoice in 
the midst of danger. In reading the interesting narrativea 
of such men as Hearne, Mackenzie, and Franklin, we can- 
not but he struck hy the indomitable energy, the nntiring 
perseverance, which characterized not only the leaders, but 
the men who acted under them, in the face of difficulties 
apparently insurmountable. 

Dcase and Simpson were not less resolute than those 
who had preceded them in arctic discovery. They pushed 
energetically through and over all obstructions. On one 
occasion, while beset by ice, they were tempted by the 
partial clearing away of the fog, which revealed some lanes 
of open water, to try once more to push forward ; but hardly 
had Ihey advanced a few miles, when the wind rose, and 
blowing the ice together, placed them in great jeopardy. 
"The boats were repeatedly squeezed," says Simpson, 
" and mine, which was foremost, was only saved from 
entire destmclion by throwing out everything it contained 
upon the floating masses. By means of portages made 
from one fragment to another, the oars forming the perilous 
bridges, and after repeated risks of boats, men, and baggage 
being separated by the motion of the ice, we at length 
succeeded, with infinite labour, in collecting our whole equi- 
page upon a small floe, which being partially coverci "nW^ 
water, formed a sort of wet dock. Tbete ■waVa.'Aei. -0.1^ « 
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little vessels, and momentarily liable as we were toi 
overwhelmed by the overturning of onr icy sapport, 
to a gracious Providence for tie event. We were 
miles from land ; the fog ag^ settled round as, and 
night waa very inclement." 

On shore the Esquimaux continued to give tbem 
ance, keeping them constantly on the alert to guard 
against their unconquerable propensity to appropriate their 
neighbours' goods. On Sunday, the 23d of July, they 
reached the Return Reef of Franklin, from which point 
their discoveries began; and as they encamp 
shore, and looked anxiously out upon the unki 
before them, they offered their humble thanks to 
Omnipotent Being whose arm bad guajvled them so 
and fervently implored a continuance of hia graciooB 
tection. Simpson attributes their early arrival at this 
point to inflexible perseverance in doubling the great icy 
packs, any of which might have detained them a (brtnigbt 
on the iKttch, had they waited for their breaking ap. 

Their progress after this was somewhat more rapid. 
The land was generally very low, consisting of mod aad 
gravel; but it is a curious fact, that not a rock or boulder- 
stone was Keen during the whole journey, exe«.pt one ne« 
an inlet not far from Point Barrow. A glimpse was ob- 
tained of a magnificent range of mountains, about fifiy 
miles from Point Milne, which they named the Pelly Moon- 
twns — after the governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
No chronometers had been furnished to the party by the 
company, but fortunately they obtained an excellent watcb 
from one of the chief factors in the country, which answered 
their purpose almost equally well. Running along the 
coast, and naming the Beveral buys and headlands as they 
passed, they amvial on the 24th at Point Comfort, M 
called ill co'i\afc'\\wvtf» tS. '>^'* ^wcwSaKfiiwi^^^-^tuieh 
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partook of a warm supper round a cheerful fire after hav- 
ing fasted for twenty-five hours; during which they had 
ruQ nearly half-way hetween Return Reef and Point Bar- 
row. Thia was aBcertained by an observation which a 
short glimpse of Bunshine enahled them to take, and 
showed thu latitude to ba 70° 43' N., longitude 153° 14' 
W., variation 43° SJ' E. 

The country here, hetween the Pelly Mountains and the 
shore, consists of plains clothed with a very short grass 
and moss, the favourite pasture of rein-deer, of which large 
herds were frequently seen. The immediate coast-line 
is formed of frozen raud-hanks, from ten to fiiteen feet 
high. Several large rivera were passed, and named; and 
one of these, called after Nicholas Garry, Esq., is one 
mile wide at its month, the banks of which were thickly 
covered with drift timher, brought down the stream; and, 
though the tide was full, the water tasted fresh for several 

Notwithstanding that it was the height of summer, the 
weather was bitterly cold. The spray froze on the oars 

and rigging, and the earth was impenetrably frozen at the ^^1 

depth of four inches, so that the tent peg» could not be ^^^t 

driven home. Yet, even here, a few Sowers raised their ^^^| 

modest beads; with the frozen earth below, the bleak ^^^^ 

ocean and the cold icehei^a around, and the bitter blasts, ' 
laden with the withering frost of these hyperborean climes, 

sweeping over them, they struggled for existence; their ^^1 

only comfort being an occasional ray of eunahine, which ^^^^ 

pierced the leaden clouds, and bathed their drooping petals ^^^| 

in a cheering glow. Not unlike were they to many tender ^^H 

flowers of the human family, who struggle for a bare exist- I 
enco in thia &igid earth of ours, surrounded by the chilling 

atmosphere of apathy; swept by the bitter winds of ad ver- t| 

K, but gladdened sometimes by the Saa cit '?.\^'yas>ja\<.ft«fci;^^^B 
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whose warm beama, piercing through the surrounding gloom, 
reminds them that the winter is passing and the sinumer 
drawing nigh; that the earth shall yet bo bathed ia light 
from polo to pole; that the desert shall rejoice and blossotn 
as the rose. 

Dense fogs delayed the expedition very much daring 
the whole voyage ; and, in the middle of one of these, they 
reached a cape which appeared to be covered over with 
white t£nta. These turned out to be the points of a greM 
many icebergs which towered over the land on the northern 
Bide of the point, which was named Cape George Simpson, 
after the resident- governor of the Hndaon'a Bay Company. 
situated in latitude 70° 59' N., longitude 154° 21' W. 
The riae of the tide here was ten inches, which, small though 
it was, enabled them to advance some distance ; but on the 
31st they found that their progrei^s was so slow, and the 
in such groat quantities, that it was resolved to give np 
attempt to penetrate farther with the boats, and per- 
Q the remainder of the journey to Point Barrow on fooL 
For this service Mr, Simpson volunteered, while Mr, Dease 
agreed to remain with some of the men in charge of the 
boat. As Point Barrow was now distant about two de- 
grees of longitude, ten or twelve days were considered 
BufBcient to accomplish the distance and return. Five of 
the best men of the party were therefore selected for the 
journey; and at 8 a.u., on the Ist of August, they left the 
encampment 

" My little party," says Simpson, " quitted Boat Ex- 
treme on foot at 8 a.m. Our provisions consisted of 
pemmiuau and flour; besides which each man carried his 
blanket, spare shoes, gun, and ammunition. A dngle 
kettle and a couple of axea sufficed for us all ; and a few 
trinkets were added for the natives, I carried a sextant 
rti&.cvii\ VoTviDn.-, K&i (fat iii'«a.'«aa sAiac^ed with K 



^^5^] MEET WITH ESqUIMACH. 339 

canvas B-canoe atretehed on its wooden frame, which proved 
not tlio least important part of our arrangemeats. The 
whole amounted to forty or fifty pounds per man. • • " 
The day waa dark and dismal in the extreme; a cutting 
north wind bearing on its wings a fog that hid every ob- 
ject at the distance of a hundred yards. We were therefore 
under the necessity of closely following (he coast-line, which 
much increased the distance and fatigue." 

Slowly and with difficulty they pursued their way, 
winding out and iii with every curvature of the coast, and 
crossing rivers and streams in their canvass-canoe — the 
water, through which they ofl«n waded, at the freezing 
point — the ground, on which they slept, hard and damp, 
and the dark sky their curtain. One evening, ea they were 
slowly pushing their way over the muddy shore, the land 
turned off to the eastward of south, and a boundlesa inlet 
lay before them. At the same moment, to their inexpres- 
sihle joy, their eyes fell upon four Esquimaux tents, round 
which the natives were moving ; but no sooner did they 
ohserve the white men approaching them, than they rushed 
incontinently into their canoes, and shoved out from the 
shore. A few conciliatory words, however, soon brought 
them back. They were chiefly women and children, the _ 

men being out hunting. ^^^M 

From a sketch made by one of the most intelligent ^^^| 
females, Mr. Simpson concluded that Point Barrow lay on ^^^| 
the other aide of the inlet; so, borrowing from the Ksqui- ^^^| 
maux one of their oomiaks, or women's boats, they em- ^^^| 
barked in it and rowed oat to eea. No sooner had they ^^^| 
done so, than the east wind rose and brought back the fog, ^^^ 
obliging them to direct their course by compass. The 
waves ran high, but the light boat surmounted them with 

Ederfol buoyancy. On the opposite shore t\i«^ «»- ^^^i 
ped, and spent the night tuideir &fi ocfnoe^ £tee$is>%'^^^^l 
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on ground which was firozen to within two inches of the 
surface. Tlie inlet was named afler Mr. Deaee. 

On the morning of the 4th August, about one o'clock, 
they reached Elson Bay. The sun, which had shone but 
little upon them during the greater part of their journey, 
now broke forth in full splendour, and revealed to the 
delighted gaze of Mr. Simpson and his men, Point Barn/K, 
Btretching out to the northward. The goal that wts to 
crown the enterprise was nearly won. Step by step the 
way had been traced between Return Reef and Elson Bk)!) 
and a few hours more would complete the survey. 

" We had now only to pasa Elson Bay," saya Siinpwrn, 
" which is for the most part shallow. It was covered with 
a tough coat of young ice, through which we broke ft 
passage, and then forced our way amid a heavy pact, 
nearly half a mile broad, that rested upon the shore. On 
reaching it, and seeing the ocean spreading far and wide 
to the south-west, we unfurled our flag, and, with three 
enthusiastic cheers, took poaacaslon of our discoveries in 
his Majesty's name." 

The first object that met their gaze here was an immenBe 
Esquimaux cemetery, where great numbers of dead bodies, 
covered with the seal-skin dresses which had clothed them 
when alive, lay exposed to the voracity of dogs and wild 
animals. So fresh were many of them, that the party went 
alarmed, lest the cholera or some other dire disease was 
raging among the natives. A village of Esquimanx was 
also observed not far from this place; and the loud huzza; 
that greeted the planting of the British standard on their 
inhospitable shores, brought them out of their tcnU la a 
state of great trepidation and amazement. Like tUit 
countrymen to the west, they were soon reassured, ly 
SimpaoTv ajlv^aung 'm'Ca. Kwn af his men and i^nlling flat 
that their vis\l'«aao.faSat5\-^ (i^ii. Q^iK,'aiwtt.-«»a.\j&..«Uh 
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the canoe to gnard it. After a little animated barter, the 
party returned to the canoe, followed by the whole yillage; 
und after tiie bartering was concluded, and a large supply 
of Heal-Bkin boots, jackets, &c. obtained, the Esquimaux 
ladies treated the white men to a dance; in which, however, 
elegance of motion was not displayed in a very high degree 
of perfection. 

While they were thus pleasantly occupied, Mr. Simpson 
took an observation, which placed the Point in 71" 23' 3 
north latitude, and 156° 20' 0" west longitude. 

Although the natives seemed friendly, a strict watch t> 

kept upon the things in the canoe ; but, upon going down 

to embark, the oars wore not to be found. They were 

restored, however, after some trouble, and the party finally 

I left Point Barrow on their return to Boat Extreme ; their 

^htly regret being that there wa.i nothing more to discover I 

B On reaching the camp of the Esquimaux who had lent 

them the oomiak, they re-horrowed it for the purpose of 

rowing round to Boat Extreme, and engaged four of their 

men to accompany them, so as to lake back the canoe. At 

Point Tangent, however, they refused to go farther, and 

determined to remain with several of their friends whom 

they found encamped there, demanding an axe for the canoe, 

" I immediately," says Simpson, " gave them one of our 

axes, together with all the tobacco we had left; and my 

bowman was in the act of shoving of^ when the strangers, 

nine in number, seized the canoe with the intention of 

dragging it ashore. On my pointing my gun at them they 

desisted; but, quick as thought, they snatched their bows 

and quivers, expecting to take us by surprise. When, 

however, they saw the whole crew ready for the combat, 

they lowered their tone of defiance ; and I remarked with 

_a smile, that, as sometimes happens in more civilized a 

■^unities, the moat blustering. tutWi.eulfeWci'^-^oa''^'^'*^'** 
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to sbow the white feather, • • • "When the throUfiaed 
fray was blowu over, I explained, as well as I conid, to tin 
aggressors, that the visit and intentionii of the wliit«(i were 
altegether friendly ; but we parted in mutual distmst." 

On the following morning, at five o'clock, the pedestriaiij 
rejoined their comradeB at Boat Extreme, and the re-u&itcil 
party, turning their boats' heads Ia the eastward, retraced 
their route to the Mackenzie. 

Our limits will not permit us to detail their return joor- 
ney up the Mackenzie to winter quarters at Great Bear 
Lake, which occupied them during the month of Angust and 
the greater part of September. Their progrcBa was as 
tedious as heretofore ; ice, wind, rata, and natives combin- 
ing to interrupt and detain them. On the 2Sth August 
they reached Port Good Hope, where their party was plea- 
santly increased by the wife, niece, and grand -daughter of 
Mr. Dease. 

Leaving this poat, they proceeded od their way up the 
rapid Mackenzie, and arrived at Fort Norman, where they 
received despatches from England, and answered ihcm; 
after which they proceeded to Great Bear Lal<e, picking 
up the hatteaux and hunters with their outfit on the way. 
The whole of this part of the journey was exceseively 
stormy, and everything gave indication of the approach of 
an arctic winter. The magnificent sheet of water, on whose 
shores they were to spend eo many dreary months, WM 
reached on the 14th Septemher, and presented a black, frown- 
ing surface, under the influence of a stiff easterly breese. 
Several showers of snow fell while they crossed its alonny 
waves, and proved to be the first, white coat of pennaneni 
snow that clothed the country tUl the following spring. 

On the 2Sth the establishment was reached; and then it 
was found that ihe ^arty which had been sent to build Ihi 
fort had been iijVa^ei fto TO'»£Q^w SKR."\a.*«,\iiks^ U 
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did not arrive at tlie appointed winteriag ground till the 
17th of August; consequently, all that preaenled itself to 
the gaze of the weary travellera was, a small store, and 
the skeletoQ of a dwelling- house ! Thanldbl, however, to 
have at last reached the end of their journeying for the 
present, they hailed its appearaoee with delight ; and, with 
feelings of sincere gratitude to their Almighty Protector, 
named their infant establishment Fort Confidence. It was 
Bituated in latitude 66° 53' 36" N., longitude 118" 48' 45'' 
W. " The situation judiciously chosen for the estahhah- 
ment waa a wooded point, on the northern side of a, deep 
and narrow atrait formed hy a large island. It comraaiids 
a fine view of the lake h) the east and went, and the rocks 
form a natural landing-place for the boats at the very door." 
Here, then, they prepared to spend the long, long winter, 
in a small woodea hut, thousands of miles from the haunts 
of civilized men ; provided with but a slender stock of pro- 
visions, and dependent for food, to a great extent, on the 
activity and friendship of Indian hunters. Unfortunately, 
they found on their arrival that most of these poor men were 
laid up with influenza ; and, so far from being of any aaaiat- 
ance to them, proved, at least for a long period, to be a 
burden. "To commence a winter," saya Simpson, "within 
the arctic circle, with a considerable party destitute of pro- 
visions, and the Indians, upon whom we mainly depended 
for Bubsistence, requiring our aid and support, waa an alarm- 
ing condition, which demanded the utmost exertion of our 
personal resources." Accordingly, Mr. Simpson exchanged 
bis sextant and astronomical instruments for the gun and 
snow shoes, and personally led the Indiana in the chaae; 
crossing the rugged barrea grounds after the rein-deer; 
stretching beside the red men at nights by the camp-fire on 
the snow, without any other protectbn from the weather 
tbga waa afforded by a slight lent maia (A ^\-oa^ woi- 'iQ» 
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deer-Bldn that he used as a blanket. He also Tisited 
in their encampments, to adniiniater medicine, and cheer 
them in their distrens. During these excursioua he was 
pretty Bucceasful in obtaining rein-deer, which were not 
scarce, although somewhat difficult to approach, owing to 
their keeping long in the open grounds. " Onr tents," 
eays he, " were usually pitched in the last of the stunted 
straggling woods, whence we issued out at daybreak among 
the bare snowy hills of the * barren grounds,' where the 
deer could be distinguished a great way off, by the contrast 
of their dun colour with the pure white of the boundless 
waste. • * » On one occasion I witnessed an extra- 
ordinary instance of affection in these timid creainres. 
Having brought down a fine doe at some distance, I was 
running forward to despatch her with my knifo, when a 
handsomo young buck bounded up, and raised bis &Uen 
&iyaurite with his antlers. She went a few paces, and 
fell; again he raised her, and continued wheeling roimJ 
her, till a second ball — for hunger is ruthless — laid him 
dead at her side." As the winter advanced, however, thev 
managed, by unremitting perseverance in the chase, to 
accumulate a sufBcient quantity of food to enable them to 
keep a week's supply alwaya in store. 

The cold, as usual in these climes, was rery intense. 
The lowest point to which the thermometer fell was 60" 
below zero on the Iltb of February, All the streama 
flowing into Great Bear Lake were firozen to the bottom, 
and Simpson mentionij casting a pistol bullet of quick- 
silver, when the thermometer stood at 49° below zero, 
which he fired through an inch plank. From the 17lh 
of October till the 24th April the temperature never rote 
to the freezing point — a period of six months and n 
n tem^stoctt for the whole winter 
below zeto. HvisVtv^ fctt-j-'&n** ia-j'* ift -isufc 
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period the sun did not rise over a small hill which stood in 
front of the fort. 

The winter packet, in these solitary regions bo ardently- 
longed for, and the contents of whioli are ho fervently 
gloated over, arrived on the 29th December, in charge of a 
Canadian, whose comrade had perished by the way. They 
had left Fort Forraan in a small canoe, but were soon set 
fast by ice, and finally abandoned her, and took t« their 
snow shoes. Soon, however, poor Taylor, who was affected 
with a pulmonary complaint, began to complain of weak- 
ness ; upon which his IViend, Le Sourd, with considerate 
kindness, carried hia provisions and spare clothing. At 
last he became unable to walk farfher, and Le Sourd made 
a comfortable encampment, in which he tended his dying 
companion; and, when he expired, carefully laid his body 
in a grave, made by thawing the frozen earth with fire. 
He even placed, with Indian superstition, a valuable gun, 
that the grateful sufferer had given him, beside the remains 
of its former owner. After performing this act of kind- 
ness to his deceased companion, he pursued his solitary way 
to Fort Confidence. 

During the whole winter divine service was performed 
on Sabbath, atwhich all thepeople regularly attended; and 
the few books that they had with them were diligently 
perused, while the monotony of their life was occasionally 
relieved by the arrival of Indiana, aometimca initk pro- 
visions, but oftener for them. Among others, a family 
arrived, the youngest member of which, a boy scarcely 
two years old, and atill unweaned, walked on snow shoes ! 
and this precocious piece of copper- coloured humanity not 
only used the snow shoes from necessity, but rejoiced in 
them to such an extent that he began to bellow lustily when 
bis mother attempted to take them from him. Towards 
end of winter Indians flockei m ^"ceaXftt Tv«nJo«t* 'i^aaa. 1 
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erer to the fort, in a eta.la of Etarvatioa. One t)oor, old 
blind man was hauled there on a sledge, or led wili k 
etring, and EometimBs carried by bis wife and daughter. 

May — bright, warm May, the month of Sowers and glad 
sunshine — opened upon the dwellers in arctic land, as upon 
the inhabitants of the sunny south; but it came not iu 
" with flowerB." The only flowers to be seen there wan 
those tmeed by the frost on the window-panes; while tb* 
thermometer stood at zero! The snow-clad earth, lb 
wintry sky, the lurid sun, were still unchanged; tNA 
about the beginning of June the genius of tbe spring begM 
to put forth his power, Kis warm fingers touched the 
land, and straightway the snows melted, the rivers dowed, 
the lakes burst their icy coats, the ducks and geese and 
all the wild denizens of the marshes began to arrive from 
the regions of the south ; supplying the hitherto scantilv 
furnished tables of the party, and filling the surrounding 
air with wild harmony. Smile not, gentle reader, at the 
idea of harmony in the hoaree cries or the wild codding 
of geese or ducks. Hadst thou spent nine long, dntur 
months in a land of solitude, where no sound broke upon 
the ear save the howling of the arctic storm, or the sighing 
of thine own voice, or the hoarse croak of an adventoraos 
raven, the trumpet tones of the Canada gooso and the 
plaintive cry of wild-fowl would sound as mueic in tliine 
unaccustomed earl 

It wUl be remembered that Governor Simpson's instrac- 
tions to the leaders of ihe expedition enjoined them to 
devote their second summer in the north to the exploring 
of the coast from Franklin's farthest — Point Tumagain — 
eastward to the month of the Thlew-ee-choh; or ts mn^ 
farther as they thoaght proper to advance. Accot^agly, 
on the 6th of June 1838, they started to cross ow tlie 
land thai aepataltti ftvtsm. liowi 'CQatu^j^WDsaft Bi«jr, down 
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wliich they purposed to descend to the sea. During this 
journey, about one hundred milea of unexplored coast 
was traced by Mr. Simpson and a party on foot ; the boats 
being set fast by ice near Point Tumagain. As, however, 
the greater part of their route on this occasion was ground 
which had been traversed by former explorers, we shall 
merely glance at a few of the more interesting events that 
occurred by the way. 

Leaving Ritch, one of the men, in charge of Fort Con- 
fidence, they commenced the aseent of Dease River in their 
two boats, which were manned by four men each — two others 
having been sent forward some days' journey to watch a 
quantity of provisions which they were to pick up in pass- 
ing. The water, in which they had often to walk waist 
deep, was bitterly cold, and laden with ice, which rose in 
blue walls on either side of them. Not unfrequently these 
masses came tumbling down with great violence; and, on 
one occasion, a ponderous mass of snow fell from the banks 
so close to the boats as nearly to swamp them. The river 
was at length safely ascended, and, after making a. portage 
of sis miles long, they arrived at the Dismal Lakes. 
Dismal, indeed, did theee lakes seem, covered as they were 
entirely over with the thick and still unbroken coat of win- 
ter. Although the rivers break up early in spring, owing 
to the sudden flush of water caused by the melting snow, 
the lakes are much longer of delivering themselves from 
the bondage of winter, as the ico does not give way until 
thoroughly decayed; but this was weU known to the party, 
and they had provided for emergencies of the kind. Two 
stout iron-shod sledges were placed under the boats, which 
were then dragged on the ice ; a rope was fixed to their 
bows which the crews laid hold of; the sails were set, the 
colours hoisted, and away tbey went over the frozen lake 
ut the rate of two miles an hour, lo \ivei \nft-s^(te.4%Wia wst- 
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priBQ of a band of natives, ivho happened to be in the 
ndghbourhood when they arrived. In. thU curious way 
they proceeded till a stream of open wat«r enabled them 
once more to commit the boats to theit native elcmeut 

At the DifimHl Lake portage, Mr. Simpson came upon 
a white wolf's den, where were foar fine pups. Without 
asking their mother's permiewoo, he took posseaaioa of tlicm, 
intending to send them to Fort Confidence by the Indians. 
Their dam, attracted by their cries, ruehed to the rescae. 
and was shot, while the more cowardly male contented 
himself with howling all night on a neiglibonring emi- 
nence. 

Deer and mnak-osen were nmnerous. One of the latter, 
which was espied by the quick-sighted hunters among the 
vrillowB, was fired at several times without efifect, when he 
started off in the direction of the boats; but, stambling bto 
a deep creek, swam out into the river, where be was 
wounded in the act of crossing. The animal instantly 
turned about and endeavoured to chmb the bank whore 
they stood, his eyes darting fire, and his nostrils disteoded 
with pain and rage; but ere he ascended it many step*, 
Beveral well-aimed bullets stretched him lifeless on the 
ground. 

On arriving at the Coppermine River, which they reached 
on the 20th of June, they found it Btill fi'ozen over, and 
were detcined a couple of days on its hnnka, after which ■ 
narrow stream opened in the centre of it. Into thia tht^ 
launched, and swept rapidly down the swollen tide. Mtieh 
difGculty was experienced in avoiding the huge maaaes 
of ice, which, having now become thoroughly broken op 
by the rising of the spring floods, descended with great 
impetuosity, as if resolved to dispute with them the 
passage to the wia, " Shortly before noon," says SimpsoD, 
"we came m B\g\iVol Y.'ics.-^ ■&»;&. "ft'S^isiiaa, and a 
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glanca at the overhanging cliffs told ua that there was no' 
alternative but to run down with fall cargo. In an inataat 
we were in the vortex; and, before we were aware, my 
hoat was home towards an isolated rock, which the boiling 
surge almost concealed. To clear it on the outside w 
no longer possible; our only chance of safety was to r 
between it and the lofty eastern cliff. The word was 
pasBod, and every breath was hushed. A stream, which 
dashed down upon us over the brow of the precipice more 
than a hundred feet in height, mingled with the spray that 
whirled upwards from the rapid, forming a terrific shower- 
bath. The pass was about eight feet wide, and the error 
of a single foot on either side would have been instant 
destruction. As, guided by Sinclair's consummate skill, 
the boat shot safely through those jawa of death, an in- 
voluntary cheer arose," 

After a rough and hazardous journey, they reached the 
sea-coast at the beginning of July, having been detained 
five days by ice at the Bloody Fall. Here, however, a 
gloomy prospect opened upon them. Ice lay in thick 
masses all along the coast and far out to sea, and they 
were compelled to wait as patiently as they could for its 
disruption. When Captain Franklin reached the same 
spot, twenty days later in the season in 1821, he found a 
clear sea — so greatly do the seasons vary in these uncerttun 
climes. This uulortunate stote of the coast Mr. Simpson 
attributes to the calmness of the season — rain and tempest 
being, in bis opinion, the most favourable accompaniments u 
of arctic discovery. 

"With the utmost difficulty they reached a small boy on 
the 9th of August, which they called Boathavcn, and which 
ia situated about three miles west of Point Tumagain. 
Here they were detained till the 19th, and at last, finding 
t there was no chance of doing toot* foa.'i. w 



\ 

I 



[S^^ 



350 MB. 81MPB0N AND PAETY PROCEED ON FOOT. 

the boats, Mr. Simpaon set off for ten daya to the eaetwan], 
on foot, accompanied hj seven of the men. Each maD 
carried a load -weighing about half a hmidredireight, which 
coTiaistedof foodjhlanlceta, cooking utensils, a canvass- ciuioe, 
tent, &c. ; in short, as Simpson sayB, their " food, lodging, 
bedding, arms, and equipage," The walking proved to be 
very fatiguing, owing to the softness of the groand in many 
}ilaces, and one or two of the men began to knock np 
before the termination of the journey. They persevered, 
however, and succeeded in tracing about a hundred miles 
of the coast eastward of Point Tumagain. 

The coast was generally of the same low and swampy 
character, intersected hero and there by streama of varioas 
sizes. Fortunately the weather continued clear during the 
whole time, enabling Mr. Simpson to take repeated olMer- 
vations, and lay down the coast very correctly. An exten- 
sive line of coast, seen to the north, was named after 
Queen Victoria, and an elevated cape on which they stood 
was called Cape Alexander, after a brother of the adven- 
turouH discoverer. Prom this cape, situated in latitude 68* 
56' N., longitude 106° 40' W., an extensive open sea was 
seen, rolling its free waves at their feet and beyond the 
reach of vision to the eastward. On the 25th they reached 
a. small stream, whose waters ran into a bay of anch extent, 
that it was deemed prudent to terminate their journey her« 
for the present, the more especially that thmr tune was 
expired. The stream was called the Beaufort, and the lad- 
of the place was 68° 43' 39" N., bagitude 106" 3* W 
W., and variation 60" 38' 23" E. 

A pillar being erected, the Union Jack hoisted, and the 
country token possession of in her Majesty's name, the 
party then retraced their steps to Boathaven, where they 
arrived in safety, and, re-embarking in the boat4, oom- 
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found to be very laborious; but, after nmning many riska 
and making many hair-breadth escapes, they happily 
anived, through the preserving goodness of God, at Fort 
Confidence, on the 14tli of September, having left the boats 
on the banks of the Coppermine, 

At Fort Confidence they spent the winter of 1838-9 in 
much the same routine as before. Although much had 
been accomplished during the summer, it was but a. small 
portion of what they had hoped to achieve; bo, having 
permission from the governor to devote another summer 
to the same object, they resoWed to do so, and made the 
requisite preparations accordingly. A great accesBion was 
made to the expedition towards spring in the person of 
Ooligbuck, the Esquimaux interpreter who had accompanied 
Franklin in a former expedition. 

During the winter, starvation agfun stared them in the 
face, and the poor natives, who seem to lead a truly miserable 
life in those inhospitable realms, were constantly throwing 
themselves for the means of subsistence on the generosity 
of their white brothers, who could ill afford them such 
assistance. Towards spring, however, things improved. 
Deer became more plentiful, and fish were taken in the 
nets. In June the frost entirely gave way ; the tempera- 
ture at mid-day was sometimes np to 70° in the shade, 
causing the snow to melt, the brooks to ran, the willows to 
bud forth, and the birds to sing, or, at least, to pour forth 
the wild notes and cries which constitute the songs of the 
tuneless feathered tribes of America. The genial influence 
of the weather had its effect too upon the lonely, but ever 
cheerful, party at Fort Confidence. The men, and even 
the Indians, amused themselves with out-of-door games, of 
which foot-ball seemed to be the favourite; and Mr. Dease's 
violin, oftener than heretofore, sent its thrilling tones 
through the hearts of the whole party, cA,wa% '^u«&. ^» i 
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shake the entire fubric of the fort as they vigorously danced 
and capered about in the halL 

On the 15th of June they started on foot for the place 
where they had left the hoata at the Coppermine, with 
renoyated hopes and thankful hearts, resolved to try iheir 
fortunes a third time on the Polar Sea. 

Their second descent of the Coppermine was accomplished 
without much difficulty; but the eea, which they reached 
on the 24tb, was found quite solid. It was therefore 
resolved that Mr. Simpson should examine Richardson's 
Kiver, while the rest of the yarty remained at the Bloody 
Fall. During their detention at this place, the men amused 
themselves by angling. Like everything else in these 
extraordinary regions, this wbb conducted in a <(omewhat 
outlandish manner. The sotting- poles, with which they 
were in the habit of pushing the boats against the roaring 
torrents, were converted into ponderous fishing-rod^; and 
with hooks baited with fat meat, they succeeded in luring 
to their destruction several arctic salmon, in the boiling 
eddies at the foot of the fall. Throughout the country 
generally, the fish display a singular indiflerence to the 
clumsioess of the tackle with nhich they are tempted. 
River trout are often caught with large cod hooks, converteo 
into flies by means of a duck's feather and a thread of ■ 
scarlet worsted belt, the rod being a stout branch of a tree, 
and the line a bit of coarse twine ! We need scarcely add 
that the anglers do -not play their fish. 

Emerging from the Coppermine on the 3d of July, 
their first day's progress was only five miles, the first 
week's but twenty; and it was the 18th ere they reached 
Cape Barrow. Running betore a fresh breeze off the land, 
they made Capo Franklin on the 30tb, just one month 
earlier tl\B.-tt on the previous summer; and instead of a Ma 
covered m\ii aa-u,-iv\ii'Ji«u.^'s». A\'at,^s.i!.'Ka3 then, Ihcy 
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found an open channol, nearly two miles wide, extending 
all along the main shore. On the 27th they reached the 
point where their diecoverieB had terminated in 1838; 
and, putting ashore lo exhume the portahle canoe which 
had been buried there, entered upon ground till then 
untrodden hy the foot of civilized man. 

Froiu the Minto group of islands, seen by Mr. Simpson 
the previous season, a view of the const was obtained. It 
was bold, roelty, and indented ; running far away to the 
south, and skirted by numerous islands. These latter, from 
their numbers, continued to perples them during the greater 
part of their voyage. As they proceeded, threading their 
tortuous iToy among islands and round bays and points, the 
coast graduallv lost its bold character, becoming low and 
stony; obhging them to ascend every little eminence to 
prevent their being involved in its inti-icacies. The weather 
was often foggy and always variable — one peculiar feature 
in its variableness being, that it usually turned from bad to 
worse; hut, with bold hearts and strong muscles, they 
pursued their way, until, on the 11 th of August, ihey pene- 
trated a Blrait through which the tide rushed with such 
force as to leave no longer any room to doubt the neighbour- 
hood of an open sea leading to the mouth of Dock's Great 
Fish Itiver. Prom «a eminence here Mr. Simpson first 
beheld this much-desired eastern sea. 

" That glorious sight," says he, " was first beheld by 
myself from the top of the high limestone islands. * * 
The joyful news was soon conveyed to Mr. Dease, who 
was with the boats at the end of the island, about half a 
mile off; and even the most desponding of our people for- 
got, for tho time, the great distance we should have to 
return to winter quarters." Point Seaforth, the caBlcm 
outlet of this remarkable strnil, is situated in latitude 
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At tliia place they were visited with one of the moBt 1 
terrifiu thunderstorms they ever cKperienced. Travelling ' 
onwards as rapidly as the weather would allow, they 
reached Back's Point Ogle on the 13th of August, where, 
directed by M'Kay, they found the two bags of pemmican, 
several pounds of chocolate, two canistera of gunpowder, 
and a box of percuaaion caps, which had been deposited 
there by their enterprising predecessor five years before! 
The pemmican wan alivet and the chocolate rotten; never- 
theless, enough of it was extracted to produce a kettle-fidl, 
wherewith the men celebrated the grand event of the day. 

All the objects for which the expedition was undertaken 
had now been aecompliahed; but Messrs. Dease and Simp- 
son were not quite satisfied. They had determined the 
northern limits of America to the westward of the Thlew- 
ee-choh; but it still remained a question, whether Boothia 
Felix might not be united to the continent to the east of 
that river. The men were therefore summoned, and the 
importance of proceeding some distance farther explained 
to them, when they agreed to advance mthout a mnnnnr. 

On the evening of the IGth they crossed over the river's 
wide mouth. "It was a lovely night," says Simpnon. 
" The fury of the north lay chinned in repose. The Ifarp, 
the Eagle, the Charioteer, and many other bright constella- 
tions, gemmed the sky, and sparkled on the waters, while 
the high Polar Star aeemed to crown the glorious vault 
above us." A six hours' pull brought them to a bluff 
cape, from which Mr. Simpson, who climbed to its sammit, 
saw the coast turn sharply and decidedly eastward; while 
roand to the north-west atretehcd a sea free from all tee, 
and devoid of all land, except what looked like two very 
distant islands. The point was named Cape Britannia, 

The wind now began to prove adverse, and on the I Mi 
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hopeless, when the land suddenly tomed more towards t] 
north-east; so, hoisting their sail, they mode a fine t 
of thirty miles, and landed at i p.m. to hreaifast, 
cape which was named Cape Selkirk. They then advanced 
six miles farther; but after being buffeted by wind and 
waves, and making very little progress, they n 
pelled to take shelter in a small river, which they named, 
after their boats, the Castor and Pollux Kiver. 

It now became qnito evident that the time was come 
commencing their return to the distant Coppermine; 
orders were given to the men to erect a. pillar in co 
memoratton of their visit, while the two leaders walked to 
an eminence three miles off, whence they saw the coast 
trending off more to the right. Far without lay several 
lofty islands, and in the north-east, more distant still, 
appeared some high blue land, which was designated Cape 
iSir John Ross, and was supposed to bo the southern shores 
of Boothia. The latitude of their farthest encampment ii 
68° 28' 23" N., longitude 94" U' W., variation IS" 20' 
W. They turned their faces once more homewards on 
the 2lEt of August. 

The stormy winds, which obstinately resisted their pro- 
gress to the eastward, lent wings to their retreat. Point 
after point, bay after bay, were rapidly passed and left 
behind. Crossing over to Victoria Land, they explored a 
hundred miles of its coast, denominating the eastern and 
western visible extremes respectively Point Back and 
Point Parry ; then, recrossing the strait and continuing 
their voyage along the main, they finally reached the 
mouth of the Coppermine on the IGth of September, in a 
bitter frost, and the surrounding country covered with 
after by iar the longest voyage ever performed in 
on the Polar Sea, the distance they had ^cj^a X^tsm^ 
less Iban ]i08 geographical, or 16a\ s\a^.>i^ vaAta. 
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The Coppermine was aacended in safety, the only tlung 
of an unusual kind that they saw being a huge grizzly 
bear, to which Mr. Dease and Mr. Simpson gave chase. 
and fired several nhotfl without effect. The monster's foot- 
prints in the Bnow ineaaured fifteen inches by six I 

This is the most formidable animal of tho Ameriean 
continent. When full-grown, it equals in size the large 
polar hears, and is not only more active, but of a fiercer 
and more vindictive diiiposition. Ita strength is so great 
that it will drag the carcass of a buffalo, weighing a thou- 
sand pounds. The following story of ita prowess is well 
authenticated : — A party of voyageurs had been occapied 
all day in tracking a canoe up the Saskatchewan, and had 
seated themaelvea round a Are in the evening. They were 
engaged in the agreeable task of preparing their supper, 
when a huge grizzly bear sprang over the canoe, which 
they had tilted behind them, and seizing one of the partj 
by the shoulder, carried hiiu off. The remainder fled in 
terror, with the sole exception of a inetif named Bouraaso. 
who, grasping his gun, followed the bear, as it was delibe- 
rately retreating with the man in ila mouth. He called oui 
to his unfortunate comrade tliat he was afraid of bicting him 
if he fired at the bear; but the latter entreated hiio to fire 
instantly, because the animal was squeezing him to death. 
On this he took a steady aim, and lodged a ball in the 
body of the brute, which immediately dropped its original 
prey, that it might revenge itself upon Bournsso. He 
escaped, however, and the hear soon after retreated into a 
thicket, where they were too iiappy to let him lie numo- 
lested. The rescued man Lad his arm fractured, ani] wan 
otherwise severely bitten, but he ultimately rcMrt-exed. 

Dr. Richardson tells us that a man is now living, in th« 
vicinity oS t4m^m^o■^^Q■a'Ml,■^*V^l■s^»aWtacked by a griulv 
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him by a single scratch of his tremendous clans, laying 
hare the skull, and pulling down tbe skin of the forehead 
qnite over hia eyes. Assistance being at band, the beast 
was driven off; but the unfortunate man, although his life 
W83 saved, never recovered hia sight after tte event. 

Mr. Drummond, who made a botanical trip to the Rocky 
Mountains, frequently met with these diBagrceable com- 
panions. When he happened unintentionally to come 
suddenly upon them, they would rear themselves upright 
on their hind legs, and utter a loud, harsh, and rapid 
breathing. From what is known of the habits of these 
animals, it is certain that, had ho lost his presence of 
mind and attempted to flee, he would have been pursued, 
overtaken, and torn to pieces. But the bold Forfar-man 
stood his ground to an inch, and beating a huge botanical 
box, made of tin, hi.i discordant music so astounded the 
grizzly monsters, that, after eyeing the Scottish Orpheus 
for a few minutea, they generally wheeled to the right- 
about, and galloped away. On one occasion ho observed 
a male caressing a female, and soon after the couple came 
towards him, but whether by accident or design, he was 
uncertain. However, he thought there was no great harm 
in climbing a tree; and as the female drew near, he very 
nngallanlly fired at and mortally wounded her. As usual 
in such cases, she uttered some loud screams, which threw 
the male into a most furious rage, and he reared himself 
up against the trunk of the tree on which Mr. Drummond 
waa perched. Fortunately, it is so ordained that grizzly 
beara either can't or won't climb; and the female 
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meantime Laving retired to a short distance, lay down, | 

Ihile the male, foUoiving to condole with her, was also ^^^| 
V/ inter had fairly set in ore the expedition reached the ^^^H 
>Ad of tiie Coppermine, which they d\i on fca 'iWo, wo^-' ^^^H 
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then proceeded acroaa the country on foot to Fort Con- 
fidence, where they arrived in safety on the 24th of Sep- 
tember, just aa the shades of night were casting their Eable 
mantle over the wintry ecene. 

Here, however, they were not to rest. The little fort 
in which they had, through the goodness of God, success- 
fully struggled through so many dreary months, was lo 
he abandoned; and the scene that ensued soon after their 
arrival was at once amuaing and Bad, " I doapair," says 
Simpson, "of conveying an idea of the scene enacted by the 
natives during the two following days, which were occu- 
pied in settling with them, and pricking np our own goods. 
They hurried in from all quarters ; and as evervbody 
wanted everything, the distribution of our commodities wm 
rather a difficult problem. Aa for the clamour of yonng 
and old, Bedlam itself cannot match the ordeal we under- 
went. * • * Our spare gun.'i, kettles, ironwork, 
dogs, and uledges, were given to the most deserving. All 
were furnished with ammunition, for hunting their wav W 
the regular trading-posts on the Mackenzie. Onr old 
clothes graced the persons of our young fellow-travellers; 
and last, not least, the whole assemblage waa abundantly 
fed. In the afternoon of the 2Gth this noisy scene was 
brought to a close, and we took a last leave of Fort Con- 
fidence. Larocque Maccaconce, and some of the old men 
and youths who had been most about ua, appeared afli^'ted 
as we shook hands with them ; but all the rest were too 
busily engaged In rifling our forlorn abode to notice onr 
departure. Even before finally quitting the house, the 
parchment windows were cut out by the women and chil- 
dren; the legs of the few miserable chairs and tables were 
torn off; and by the time we were out of sight, I (-erily 
that not a single nail remained undrawn, or a 
■, of any sort voiaj^to'j'c^aSRfi., wi 'iit -^fRs^sKt.'' 
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In concluding this sketch of Messrs. Dease and Simp- 
eod's Gspedititm, wa think it right to give a brief Account 
of the early and. violent death of the spirited young man 
to whose energy and perseverance its successful terminatioa 
moBt be partly attributed. 

After leaving Fort Confidence, Mr. Simpson proceeded 
to Fort Simpson, on the Mackenzie, and thence, over the 
country on foot, lo Bed River settlement, at which place 
he arrived on the 2J February 1840, having traversed 
1910 miles on foot in sixty-one days. 

At Great Slave Lake, Mr. Simpson drew up a plan for 
an expedition to complete the survey of the coast between 
the extreme east of the discoveries of 1839, and the Straits 
of the Fury and Hecia, which ho transmitted to the direc- 
tors of the Hudson's Bay Company in London; at the 
same time offering to assume tlie command of the expedi- 
tion without a moment's respite. At Red River he anxi- 
ously waited for letters in reply, which would authorize 
bim to undertake it ; bat in consequence of his despatcbett 
not having reached England in time to be acknowledged 
by the spring canoes, he received no communication 
from the directors. Deeply disappointed at tbis, and un- 
willing to remain idly at Red River for a year until his 
offer could be accepted, he resolved to proceed to Eng- 
land. 

With this end in view, he left Red River settlement I 
on the 6th of June, intending t« crosa the pnuries to I 
St, Peter's, on the Mississippi, and proceed thence to Eng- 
land. 

On leaving the settlement ho was accompanied by a, { 
party of settlers and half breeds; but becoming impatient 
of their slow movements, ho started ahead with four men. 
He travelled with great rapidity, as was learned from a 
chart, which was found with his other ^k^to i**x "Ni* 1 
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death ; on which their day's journey on the 1 1th of June 
was traced as forty-eeven miles in a straight line, 

" Subsequent to that date," writes Mr. Alexander Simp- 
un in his brief memoir of his brother's life, " every clrcuin- 
slance ia involved in mystery. All that can he ascertained 
with certainty ia, that, on the afternoon of the 13lh or 
14th of June, Mr. Simpson shot two of hia companions; 
that the other two mounted their horses and rejoined (he 
larger party, a part of which went to the encampment 
where Mr. Simpson was alone, on the next morning ; and 
that Mr, Simpson's death then took place, Whether he 
shot these men in self-defence, and was aubsequently put 
to death by their companions; or whether the severe stretch 
to which his faculties had been subjected for several years 
brought on a temporary hallucination of mind, under the 
influence of which the melancholy tragedy took place, ia 
known only to God and to the surviving actors in that 
tragedy." 

Many different opinions exist on this point ; some think- 
ing that Mr. Simpson committed suicide, while othen 
maintain that he must have been nmrdered by hia half- 
breed companions. The latter opinion is more generally 
received, as the half-breeds are a fierce, vindictive race, 
and Mr. Simpson had incurred their animosity, some yean 
before, by inflicting a chastisement on one of ihem who 
grossly insulted him. But whether by his own hand, or 
that of an assassin, the young traveller's short but brilliant 
career terminated thus violently in the wilderness, and hia 
body now rests in the distant settlement on the borders o/ 
the wide and lonely prairie. 
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KEW EXPEDITIOK. 

CHAPTER Til. 

Secent Diecovtriee. 

EjpeaUion of Di, line, 1846-7. 



TtiE Btormy ahorcB of the Arctic Sea had now been surveyed 
from Eehring'a Straita, on the west, to Castor and PoUox 
River (the farthest point reached hy Dease and Simpson), 
and, from the shores of Hudson's Bay, on the cast, to the 
Straits of the Fury and Hecla. Betwist these two pointa 
a terra incognita of hetween two and three hundred miles 
existed, regarding which there waa much variance of 
opinion among scientific men; some asserting that, from 
the nature of things, Boothia Felix must be a peninsula — 
others holding as confidently that it must needs be an 
island. To set this question at rest — which, hy the way, 
involved the existence or non-existence of the north-weet 
passage, at least in ihat direction — the Hudson's Bay 
Company resolved to fit out another expedition, which 
flhonld proceed to Repulse Bay, and from that point atflrt 
overland to survey the large hay which. It waa supposed, 
separated the two extreme points of discovery. 

Hitherto the expeditions which had been despatched to 
the polar seas by land, had carried on their operations 
chiefly during summer ; depending upon supplies of pemmi- 
can and flour for their maintenance daring the long winter ' 
of the arctic re^ons, should all other resourcea in the shape 
offish and gatne fail them. The expedition now sent out, 
however, was conducted on quite a different principle. 
Spring, or, more correctly speaking, the latter end of win- 
ter, was the season during which its operations were to be 
Lcwried out. Only four months' ptovwci^ft ^wt VaS.'eo^B 
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although it was anticipated that the objects for which it 
' yiaa sent could not be accomplii^hed ta less than eighteen 
months, if not longer. The net and tbe gun were to be 
the only hope of the little baud of adventurers who thu« 
rentured to penetrate into a land eo barren, and of whose 
resources bo little was known, that it was feared, even by 
those who were long accustomed to a desert life, that the 
whole party would infallibly starve ; and all the more was 
thia thought probable, when it was reraembereil that little 
or no fuel could be obtained there, with the exception of a 
email quantity of oil from the Esquimaux. Starve, how- 
eyer, they did not. Under the command of Dr. Rae, a 
man of practical experience in arctic life, of scientific attain- 
menta, and indomitahle resolution, the expedition was 
brought back in safety, after a long sojourn io these lands 
of ice and darkness, where they suffered privations, and 
encountered, dangers out of which the Father of light and 
love alone could have delivered them. 

In the following pages we shall follow the footsteps of 
Qr. Kae and his hardy associates, as they pursue thctr 
devious and interesting journey — interesting, whether we 
view it in connection with the long-disputed passage which 
has tried the metal and cost the lives of so many of Britain's 
sons during the laat two hundred years, or look at it in the 
light of a daring and novel incursion into the regions of 
the far north, 

The iustructiona given to him by Sir George Simpson, 
directed Dr. Rae to proceed to Fort Churchill, the mosl 
northerly establishment of the company on Hudson's Bay, 
with two hoafs and twelve men, and to proceed thence to 
the scene of his labours ; devoting aa much time as he 
could, without occasioning serious delay, to ascertaining 
the latitudes and longitudes of the most remarkable ptniita 
ivilVin fee range, iAVy* o^tKC-ssoa, -nsilvnij the 
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of the joumoy, and, generally, f« registering the various 
peculiaritiea and phenomena of the regions he was about to * 
explore. Having achieved the ohject of hia journey, he 
was to return, according to his own. discretion, either by 
his original conrae to Churchill, or by Back's Great Fbh 
River, to Great Slave Lake. " In conclusion," writes Sir 
George, " let me assure you that we look confidently ta 
you for the solution of what may be deemed the final pro- 
blem in the geography of the northern hemisphere. The 
eyes of all who take an interest in the subject are fixed on 
the Iludaon'a Bay Company ; from us the worid expects 
the final settlement of the question that has occupied the 
attention of our country for two hundred years ; and your 
safe and triumphant return, which may God in His mercy 
grant, will, I trust, speedily compensate the Hudson's Bay 
ipany for its repeated sacrifices and its protracted 

Rae was juat the man for euch an expedition. He was 
Burgeon, astronomer, steersman, and leader to the party ; 
bad spent several years in the service of the company ; 
and added to his other attainments the by no means insig- 
nificant accomplishments of a first-rate snow-shoe walker 
and a dead shot ! 

On the 8th of October Dr. Rae landed at York Faetoiy, 
on the shores of Hudson's Bay, after a canoe journey of 
about two months' duration, through the interior from 
Canada. Here he took up his residence for the winter, 
purposing to sail for Fort Churchill in the following spring, 
BO soon as the icy bands, which lock up the waters there 
for nearly eight months, should give way. The two boats 



for nearly eight months, should give way. The two boats ■ 

I were fine-looking, strong, clinker-built craft, twenty-twc ^^^M 
Siet long by seven feet tax. inches broad, each capable of ^^^| 
« Boe's Expedition, t- 11. 'j^^^H 
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carrying between fifty and eixiy pteves ot goods, of 90llia, 
weight per piece. They were each rigged with two Ing 
lailg, to which jlba were afterwards added, andw-ere named 
the "North Pole" and the "Magnet." Beaides the usual 
amount of Bails, onrs, cordage, and ballast, the boats mera 
laden with twenty bags of pemmican, tn-o bags of grease, 
twenty-five bags of flour, and four gallona of alcohol for 
fuel, with a good supply of sugar, chocolate, and lea, four 
gallons of brandy, and two gallons of port wine ; amount- 
ing in all to little more than four months' provisions at 
full allowance. To these were added a small sheet-iron 
stove for each boat, a set of sheet-iron lamps for burning 
oil after the fashion of the Esquimaux ; several small 
kettles, called conjurers, having a little buain and per- 
forated tin stand for burning alcohol, a seine net, and 
fijur small window frames, with double panes of glass in 
each. This method of glazing windows, besides rendering- 
the room to which they are attached warmer, prevents 
the heated air within Irom congealing on the glass, &nd so 
rendering it opaque. Windows glazed with single panes 
soon become covered with moisture, which freezes the inetxnt 
it settles upon the cold glass, and accumulates frequentlv' 
to the thickness of an inch. An oiled canvass canoe was 
also taken, and one of Halkett's portable air boats, wbidi 
latter was large enough to carry three persons. 

About the beginning of May 1846, the increasing 
of the sun began to work a rapid change 
land, which, since October, had lain in that cold, dead, 
seemingly unconquerable stillness, of which none but arrtie 
travellers can form an adequate conception. Graduallv ai 
first, and as if unwillingly, the ice gave way before the 
genial beams of the spring sun, till at last it melled «way 
and left the released earth and streams to rejoice in their 
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which the Sun of RighteousneflB, hy the all-powerful influ- 
ence of His bright hearas of forhearance and protracted 
love, thaws and seta free the icy heart and frozen soul of 

Oil the 5th of May, Hayes River began to break up, but it 
was not until the 12th of June that the coast was sufSciendy 
free from ice to pennit the exploring party to e 
their voyage. On that day, however, it waa reported 
practicable, and on the 13th, after saying farewell to their 
friends at York Factory, they set sail in the " North Pole" 
and " Magnet," along the shores of Hudson's Bay. 

The crews of the two boats consisted of twelve men, six 
to each boat ; hut small though the party was, it embraced 
different races of men — Orkneyraen, Can- 
i-jidiana, Indians, half-breeda, Zetlanders, and Highlanders; 
id to theae was ailerwarda added an Esquituaux interpreter, 
rho rejoiced in the name of Ooligbnck, and his son, who 
tejoiced in an incurable habit of thieving, which after 
proved to be no small annoyance to tho party. A foretaste 
of the difEculties which thia strangely assorted erew were 
(fterwards to experience, was afforded them on the day of 
departure, in the shape of a stiff head wind. They 
larcely proceeded a mile down the river in the direction 
of the Hea, and the smoke of the guns, with which they had 
been saluted at departure, was still floating in the air, when 
the wind chopped round directly in their teeth and blew 
a gale. Dr, Rae, however, was much too sanguine to think 
of turning back after having fairly started; he therefore 
ordered the sails to be close reefed, and the hoata' heads ] 
turned out to sea, despite the ugly cross sea which was 
occasioned hy the meeting currents of the river and tide. 
A good deal of water was shipped, but he succeeded 
. making good his point ; cleared the shallows that Jutted 
•out from the end of the Point ol Mwi\i-i avii ;&.» 
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deal of difficulty in forcing a passage tbrough the ice whicli 
drove along the coast with the current, finally anchored for 
the night near Sam's Creek, to which place the lonely in- 
habitants of York Factory send a party every Bpring and 
autumn to shoot and salt gec^e for their winter conaumption. 
Here being unable to land, they slept ia the boats. " The 
night," says Eae, " was beautifiil, and as all mj men had 
gone to sleep, nothing interrupted the stillness around but 
the occasional blowing of a white whale, the rather mosic&l 
note of the ' caca wee' (long-tailed duck), or the harsh 
scream of the great northern diver. Yet I could not close 
my eyea. Nor was this wakefulness caused by tvant of 
comfort in my bed, which I must own was none of the 

I most inviting, as it consisted of a number of hard packed 
bags of flour, over which a blanket was spread, so that I 
had to accommodate myself the best way I could to the 
inequalities of the Burface. To a man who Lad slept 
BOQndly in all sorts of places, on the top of a round log in 
the middle of a swamp, as well as on the wet afaingle 
beach, such a bed was no hardship; but thoughts now 
pressed upon me which during the buatle and occupation 
of preparation had no time to intrude. I eould not conceal 
from myself that many of my brother officers, men of great 
experience in the Indian country, were of opinion that we 
ran much risk of starving; little was known of theresowftaa 
of that part of the country to which we were bound ; and 
all agreed that there was little chance of procuring fneL 
unless some oil could be obtained from the natives. YcC 
the novelty of our route and of our intended mode of opera' 
lions had a strong charm for me, and gave me oa cxdte- 
ment which I could not otherwise have felt," * 
The shores of Hudson's Bay between York Factory ud 
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Fort CLuTchill are low, flat, and uninteresting. Not a Bingle 
rock IB to be seen in all ita dreary length, though here and 
there boulder- stones, of various sizes, were observed, A 
short distnuce from the sea, were numerous small lakes 
and swaiupa, which were filled with ducks, geese, and other 
water-fowl, whose wild criea served in gome degree to break 
the monotony of the way, while their fat little bodies helped 
nightly to fill the kettlea, and tickle the palates of the 
misceUaneouB crew that invaded their usually undiaturbed 
domain. Ice, with its unfailing attendant, fog, floated in 
abundance on the ocean, now compelling them to pursue a 
devious tmck among the open lanes of water ; then causing 
them to bnro slowly through its closely packed but broken 
masses ; anon, vanishing as if by magic, leaving them in 
an open sea, and oftentimes interrupting their progress 
altogether. Notwithstanding these difSculties, however, 
they pursued their route along the coast, and landed at 
Churchill on the 27th of June. 

Here they remained a few days repairing the boats and 
examining the provisions, this being the laat establishment 
they would meet Tvith, Some ttibacco and salt, being 
looked upon as unnecessary luxuries, were exchanged for 
additional supplies of pemraican and flour, and everything 
was finally arranged for the voyage. 

The people at the fort were engaged in killing white 
whales when they arrived. These fish abound in the polar 
seas, and are often seen rolling their unwieldy forms up the 
rivers that flow into Hudson's Bay, They are used by the 
iur-traders as food for the dogs, the house in which thwr 
flesh is kept being called the blubber- house ; to find which 
house, especially in summer, no other direction would be 
necessary than the trite one of " follow your nose 1 " The 
method of killing the while whale is very simple. A boat, 
Uwviug a harpooner both at bow anA s\e,tn, 6'i\\s ou'l mbovii 
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tlie ahoal, and being painted white, it does not alftnn them. 
"When close enough, the harpoona are thrown, and Uie 
whales dive under the water. They do not, however, mn 
any gi-eat distance in one direction, hut dart about much in 
tLQ way that a trout doea when hooked. Indians employ 
another method of killing them. They erect a stage in tlm 
water, as far from shore aa they can, and sit perched upon 
this, gun in hand, till the whales pass, when, they shoot 
them with ball, and afterwards fiah up their carcasses in 
their canoes. 

Having taken on board Ooligbuck, the Esquimaux, and 
hia son, and said farewell to the inhabitants of Churchill — 
the last civilized beinga whom they were to see for a year 
and a half — Dr. Rae and his men started on their voyage 
of discovery on the 5th of July 1846. The weather wm 
fine, and the coast, fortunately, free from ice, eo that ibey 
sailed cheerily along under the influence of a liglit breeze 
from the N.N.E. The men were in excellent health and 
spirits; and, like most men of daring, adventurous s[»nla, 
rejoiced at the prospect of facing and overcoming difficulties 
and daugera. The general brightnei^s and liveliness of 
the whole scene at their departure had doubtless some 
influence in producing the exuberance of joy with which 
they left the last settlement of the white man. The btoad 
expanse of Hudson's Bay lay stretched out before ihem : 
its calm surface flickering in the beams of a bright son, 
and enlivened with the wild cry and splash of water-fowl, 
aa they bathed their plumage, or pursued each other over 
the surface, and down into the blue depths of the ocean. 
Up in the clear sky flocks of gulls sailed calmly on ap- 
parently motionless wings, giving to the beholders a strangi^ 
irresbtible desire to be up there too, disporting in the 
I stmoBphem owwi', while from among the happy revelkn 
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and descending, with collapsed winga, from their giddy 
beiglit, plunge into the water in pursuit of unsunpectiug 
fiflh. The peculiar cliaraoteristics of arctic scenery also 
tended to heighten the wild beauty and interest of the 
scene. Far away in the distance might be seen the white 
pinnacles of a gigantic iceberg — huge, firm, and sohd in 
appearance, like the snow-clad summits of the everlasting 
hills, but in reality brittle and unatable, liable to drift and 
change with every ray of sunshine, and every breath of 
wind, and ready, without a moment's warning, to lose its 
balance, and, like the airy castles erected in the mind of 
man, bury its towering heights and fair battlements in the 
nnsteady gulf irom which it rose. White whales rolled 
their uncouth fomis about, and ruffled the otherwise calm 
bosom of tie sea, coming frequently within a iew yards of 
the boats ; while here and there the bullet head of a seal 
bobbed suddenly up to the surfece, its grave countenance 
and wide goggle eyes seeming to inquire what new wonders 
of creation had come to invade the Arctic Sea — already 
BufEciently well peopled with hyperborean monatrositiea I 

Daring the day they passed a river whose name was in 
keeping with the wild land through which it flows, being 
called the Pauk-a-thau-kis-cow, The shore was flat and 
low, obliging them to keep six miles out to sea in order to 
avoid being stranded at the ebb tide; but this mattered little 
in Buch fine weather. As the night was clear, and the 
wind fair, they continued their course without interruption, 
till the forenoon of next day, when it was found that they 
had made a run of ninety-five miles. Here they wi 
overtaken by three Esquimaux in their kayaks. Th' 
little canoes were propelled by their vigorous owners 
Bwifily, that they overtook, and easily kept up with the 
boats, while sailing at the rate of four miles an hour. The 

lyak " is about twelve feet in length, an.4. V-fitt ^w*. \' 
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breadth, tapering off from the centre to the bow and stern, 
almost to a mere point. The frame la of wood, corered 
with Eeal-skin, having an aperture in the centre, which 
barely admita of the slowago of the nether man. These 
canoes are calculuted for the accommodation of one person 
only ; yet it is possible for a passenger to embark upon 
them, if he can Kubmit to the inconvenience and risk of 
lying at full length without stirring hand or foot, as tie 
least motion would upset the canoe. Instances, howe^'cr, 
have been known of persons being conveyed hundreds of 
miles in this manner. The kayaks are uaed aolely for 
hunting I and, by means of the double paddle, are propelled 
through the wafer with the velocity of the dolphin. No 
land animal can possibly escape when seen in the water ; 
the least exertion is sufficient to keep up with the rein-deer 
when swimming at its utmost ejieed."* 

Some Esquimaux have the power of righting themselves 
an»r being upset, while others are utterly helpless, and 
would infalhbly be drowned, were no assistance at hand. 
Such assistance, however, is seldom wanting, as accidents 
of the kind rarely occur except in the ex^t«meat of the 
chase, when a number of comrades are alwayii present, 
ready to replace the luckless diver once more on his centro 
of gravity. Tho oomidk, or women's boat, is much clomater, 
slower, and safer, more in the form of a boat thau a canoe, 
and is used to convey the female portion of the communis 
and their families from one part of the coast to another, 
bcmg propelled by the women, who use small paddles for 
the purpose, 

Dr. Rao took advantage of these Esquimaux going to 
Churchill, to write a few lines to Sir George Simpwu. 

In the afternoon the wind increased, and the water began 
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to grow shallow. The hoata' heads were Inatantly put out to 
3ea, hut the ebh tide proved too quick for them, and they 
grounded about ten miles from the shore. This was all the 
more aggravating that the wind was fair. There waa 
nothing for it, however, but patience; which virtue they 
exercised aa they beat could until two o'clock the next 
morning', when the rising tide oaee more set them free. 
How strikingly, in these regions, the power and helplesB- 
nesB of man is brought under our observation 1 An inch 
more of the mighty deep, and he roams at will over its wide 
expanse ; an inch leas, and he lies a helpless log upon its 
surface ! A clear sea and a favouring breeze, and his huge 
ship, obedient to every impulse of hia will, ploughs bravely 
over the waves, dashing the spray from her swelling hows, 
and seeming as if nothing could check or interrupt her 
course. A slight current sweeps the icy mountains of the 
polar seas down upon her course, with all the slow, resist- 
less majcaty and power that marks the operations of the 
works of God — and hie sturdy bark is crushed, carried 
hither and thither on its icy cradle, a helpless hulk, at the 
mercy of the wind and sea. 

A good deal of rough weather was experienced as they 
coasted along shore, and Dr. Rae had cause to congratulate 
himself on baring taken Orkneymen as part of his crews ; 
for the Indians, half-breeds, and Canadians, albeit inferior 
to none as boatmen in river, lake, or rapid, are the veriest 
children when fairly launched on the billows of the salt sea. ^^^ 
" The boats," says Rae, '' fully realized the good opinion ^^^| 
we had of them ; but being so deeply laden, the sea broke ^^^| 
frequently over them, and kept us continually balmg. At ^^^ 
last the Magnet shipped a heavy sea, and the steersman, 
either from losing his presence of mind, or from not know- 

Kbow to act, allowed the boat to broach to. Portu.na.tftl-j ^^^J 
other sea strnck her whilst tbija pVacei, »i^^» NWOa. *» ^^^H 
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and the crew must inevitably have been lost." The g&le 
continued to increase, and at last became ho violent, that 
they were forced to run for shelter under the lee of a large 
island. On a neighbouring island, a number of Esquimanx 
tents were Been, but !t could not be discovered whether or 
not they were inhabited. Kain poured down in torrents, 
but, rather than recline in lazy lusariance on his wet 
blanket, Dr. Rae seized hia gun and proceeded, after the 
manner of Robinson Cnwoe, to make a survey of the island. 
Like him, too, he discovered a footprint in the sand, but it 
was that of a large white bear, which, from the havoc made 
in the nesta of the wild-fowl, had evidently been dining m 
a few hundred eggs. He also fell in with a number of 
Esquimaux graves, protected, though not very effectnally, 
from the depredations of wild animals by arches of stone. 
Among these graves were found a number of ep^ar heads 
and knives ; but Esquimaux do not generally destroy all 
the property of the deceased, as do most of the Indtaa 

In the evening the wind moderated, and they received a 
visit from five Esquimaux, from the tents before mentioned. 
They each received a small piece of tobacco, of which ihey 
eeemed remarkably fond. A large, deep river, which 
empties itself into the sea not far from the island they had 
landed on, abounds in white whales, seals, and salmon. 
One of the latter, weighing l«n pounds, was caaglit, and 
proved an acceptable variety' to their supper of pemmicon. 
Salmon, however, are not always, in these wild countries, 
partaken of with the gusto that might bo supposed by thMa 
who dwell in more civilized climes. There is a great truth 
enunciated when it is said, a man may have "too much of 
a good thing." There is a river called the Moisf, whidi 
flows neat i\«i\^b!qt«\ot tiw^^Mid empties itself into tht 
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dwellmg in a solitary trading establighment, about twentj 
miles from the banka of that river, a lonely clerk of the 
Hudson's Bay Company, One other hunian being, a 
Canadian, helps Lim to inhabit the spot ; all the rest of hia 
party, eight or ten in number, being away at a salmon- 
fishery on the MoisS. He has juat risen from a breakfast 
oi roasted &ahaoii, and now takes down his gun and sallies 
forth into the woods behind the house. For the last three 
weeks he has done so, and has returned, day after day, 
with the same charge in hia gun ; for it is summer, and 
the water-fowl are away north, and everything else haa 
vanished, no one knows where — away south, probably! 
He empties bis piece into the blue sky, however, and calla 
for dinner. Several large cuts of boiled salmon are brought 
and set before him. " No hardship this," you will say. 
Perhaps not ; but it certainly approximates to discomfbrt, 
when fried salmon appears at tea, and kippered salmon 
graces the table next morning at breakfast, and so on nn- 
ceasingly for weeks together, till at last he loaths salmon, 
kippered, filed, roasted, or boiled, with a frenzied intensity 
that can scarcely be understood by those who purchase the 
delicacy in a British market at two shillings per poundl 
This is no ideal case, got up to show how a good thing 
might be detested when one had too much of it It is a 
well-authenticated instance in which salmon once was 
actually superabundant, and tfa» heartily abhorred. 

The relish with which Dr. Eae and bis party ate their 
supper wos not, however, blunted on the present occasion, 
by having too much of it ; nor was the doctor's apprecia- 
tion of rest at all lowered by the uncomfortable condition 
in which be found hia couch upon retiring to it after the 
evening meal. " When about to go to bed," says he, " I 
fimnd my blankets quite wet by the seas that washed 
in the morning. Thla, towe,^•et^ moS.^ -Oosaa, 
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keep out tho wind better, and did not certainly affeo 

The laland and its neighbourhood, thev found, 
fcvourite resort of the natives. The following day^ 
more moderate, but not sufficiently so to permit of 4 
venturing out of harhour. On the 9th, howei-er, the w 
shifted, nnd they were enabled to lie their course. The ae* 
was studded with numerous islets, the resort of immenae 
fiocks of birds, which the travellers need as food (although 
not very palatable) to save their pemraican. A few of the 
birds called gmiliniots were also obaerved here. The 
weather was very variable, with calms and light breezes 
alternating. Nevertheless they made good way, tAking 
advantage of every &vouring puff to spread their sails and 
court the winds, and continuing steadily at the oars, often 
by night as well as by day. The shores had become steep 
and rugged; the whole coast being lined with bore primi- 
tive rocks, and the sea dotted occasionally with rocky 
islands, from among which were obtained constant and 
large supplies of eggs and water-fowl. Several deer were 
also shot by the men, so that their larder was usually over- 
flowing with the fat of the land. 

On the 13th Chesterfield Inlet was passed. Here they 
were visited by a solitary Esquimaux, one of a band which 
resorts to this place for the purpose of spearing deer 
whilst swimming across the inlet in autnron. A nuiDberof 
walruses were seen here. " Tliey were grunting and bellmr- 
ing," says Rae, " making a noiae which I fancy would moeli 
resemble a concert of old boars and buffaloes." During 
a two days' detention at an inlet into which they had rna 
for shelter. Dr. Rae and one of his men traced eight mile* 
of the course of a considerable river which Sows into the 
bay. At its mouth upwards of thirty aeala were observed 
basking in ft\e siti, mhwi^ ■K'o.'im ».'Wl..-«^a eent, irliich 
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had the effect of sending them wnUoping into the water in ^^^^| 
ludicrous haste. During their wall( a hen partridge and ^^^^| 
her brood were found. TJiia bird afforded them an inter- ^^^^ 
esting instance of the strong power of love in overcoming 
natural timidity and weakness when it esista strongly in 
the breasts even of the lower animals. " I have seen," ^^^J 
says Rae, " many birds attempt to defend their young, but ^^^H 
never witnessed one so devotedly brave as tliis mother : ^^^H 
she ran about ua, over and between our feet, striking at ^^^ 
our hands when we attempted to take hold of her yonng, 
80 that she herself was easily made prisoner. Although 
kept iu the hand some time, when let loose agcun she con- 
tinued her attacks with imabated courage and perseverance, 
and was soon left mistress of the field, with her family 
around her." 

The rest of their voyage along the coast was unmarked 
by any incident of peculiar interest. Light winds and 
sunshine sueceeded to stiff breezes and clouds; and they 
experienced the usual vicissitudes attendant upon arctio 
travelling, in the shape of ice, fogs, rain, and snow. To- 
wards the end of July they drew near the scene of future 
operations; and, on the 25th of that month, landed at the 
head of Repulse Bay. Here they met a party of Esqui- 
IX, who, as usual, received their pacific advances with 
le distrust. Under the influence of OoHgbuok'a per- 
tongue, however, they soon threw aside their feara, 
■ame communicative, informing their interrogators 
that the bay (called Akkoolco) of which they were in 
search was not much more than forty miles distant firon 
the spot where they stood, in a N.N.W. direction, and 
that about thirty-five miles of this distance was a chain of 
deep lakes. This decided Dr. Rae in his resolution to 
penetrate to the sea in his boats, in preference to a method, 
■jfhich he had once contemplated, of goin* toxKcA ^lAiia- 
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M«nding into tLo bay by the Stnuts of the Fury and Ileela. 
Accordingly, the boats were liaulol up on the beach, and 
a reooonoitring party went off to esfuuine a email Btream 
which falls into Repulse Bay not far from the spot on 
which they landed. 

Tiie Esquimaux were good-looking fellows, of low sta- 
ture, and much more cleanly than those of Hudson's Straits. 
One of the n^en had a formidable beard and whiskers, and 
another, a youth with ruddy cheeks and sparkling black 
eyes, which beamed with fun and good-humour, was dressed 
somewhat fandfuUy even for an Esquimaux, and seemed 
lo entertain a high opinion of hia personal appearance. 

Having ascertained that the little river rose in a lake 
about five miles from its mouth, they commenced, on the 
following day, to drag the North Polo up the stream, 
having first secured the cargoes, and placed them, with the 
Magnet, in a place of security, with a guard to protect them 
from the natives, who assembled to the number of twenty- 
six to welcome their visiters. From these people was ob- 
tained a seasonable supply of seal-akin boots, which, being 
perfectly waterproof, are well adapted for travelling over 
wet ground. These boots are made of midressed seal-skin, 
the solo being made of walrus hide. They are so hard, 
that it is impossible to get thera on until after being 
thoroughly soaked, outside and in, with water, in which 
slate they are pliable, and after being rubbed dry with a 
cloth, are ready for use. If parts of them have not been 
sufQciently solved during the soaking, the natives hasten 
the process by chewing the refractory portions between 
their teeth. " When about to put on a pair of Esquimaux 
boots," says Rae, " one of our female visiters, noticing that 
the leather of the foot was rather hard, took them out of 
my hands, and began chewirg (hem with her strong teeth I' 

The work o£ diEcover^ iisiv* commenced. No w] 
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mnn had ever penetrated into the inlmor of the land o 
whose shores they now stood. All beyond the shores of 
Repulse Bay was an unknown wilderaeaa, except in bi 
as it had been described to them by the natives; and it 
waa with renewed energy and freshened hope that they 
began the difficult ascent of the little river before mentioned. 
The bed of this stream was extremely rocky and broken^ 
obliging the men to be constantly up to their waists it 
ice-cold water; and, despilfl their utmost endeavoui 
prevent it, the boat got severely nibbed and bruised — not, 
however, so as to damage her materially. They soon 
passed the river, and entered upon a lake whence it flows, 
where they encountered a gale of wind. This did not arrest, 
although it impeded their progress, and, in a few hours, 
they came to the end of the lake, which, with the river 
that flowed out of it, was named after the twat. A na 
channel conducted them into another lake towards evening, 
on whose treeless shores they encamped for the night. No 
wood of any kind was to be found; hut they were so for- 
tunate as to discover a kind of plant which, althongh it did 
not make the cheerful, bright, crackling blaze which aflbrda 
BO much comfort and enjoyment io the voyagew in ths 
thick-wood lands, still served the purpose of cooking thdr 
supper and warming their fingers. 

Next rooming {the 28th) they started at six, and con- 
tinued their journey. The banks of the lake were low and 
without rocks, being covered with short grass in manyplacea. 
At ten o'clock they arrived at a neck of land about half & 
mile broad, which separates this lake from another; and 
while part of the crew were occupied in carrying the goods 
over it, some were busily engaged in preparing breakfast. 
Here they were in some doubt as to what course ought to 
be pursued, having got conliised in the intricacies of the 
I (alee. AiUjr some difficulty in conveying VW VsA 
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1 or two of the portages, which being covered with 
granite HtoneB, the host's keel stuck to theni like glue, they 
reached a point whence was ohtained a view of the Arctic 
Sea, bearing north, at a distance, apparently, of about 
twelve mtleB. Not a poo! of opea water, however, was to 
be seen upon its hroad expanse, the whole of which was 
covered to the horizon with immenBe fields of ice. Crossing 
two more portages and another small lake, they entered 
upon a body of fresh water of nearly six and a half miles 
in length, and not more than half a mile broad. Its banks 
were steep and rugged, being in many plaees upwards of 
tiiree hundred feet high. At the end of this lake they 
found a portage, the most difiicult to surmount that bad yet 
obstructed their passage. A ahortpasaage from Dr. Rae's 
interesting woi'k vdll give some idea of the difficnltie« 
encountered at this place, which was httle worse afler all 
than the rest of the route. " The following morning wm 
cloudy, with a cold, north breeze, which was not at all 
unfavoiu-ahle for the work we had to do. We went to work 
at an early hour, hot our advance was very slow, as thp 
portage fidly realized the bad opinion that we bad fonned 
of it. Hitherto, by laying the anchor out some dislance 
ahead, and having a block attached to the bow of the boat 
by a Btrop, or what sailors call a swiAor passing round 
her, wo could form a purchaBC sufficiently strong to move 
her with facility; but here our utmost exertions were re- 
quired, and the tracking line was frequently broken. A 
piece of iron, an eighth of an inch thick, which lined the 
keel from stem to stem, was actually drawn out and doubled 
op, so that it was necessary to remove the whole. At half- 
past ten, when half way across, we breakfasted, after which 
we met with a bank of anew, over which we went at a 
great rate, * • » Near the extremity of tbe portage 
tliere Victa aomc ^liS.?, ol •naim ^se.-^ liosra^V to float 
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boat, that helped u9 not a little. Ths descent of a steep 
bank iiiUy a hundred feet high hrought aa into another 
fine lake eight miles long and one mile broad, lying nearly 
north and south, with steep rocky shores on its west side. 
* * * This lake was named ' Miles,' after a fnend. 
Aa it was quite calm, we pulled up due north, and enfered 
a narrow inlet, out of which there was no passage. • • • 
It W88 now too late, however, to look for another exit, and 
we all betook ourselves to rest after a hearty supper, for 
which the fatignes of the day gave ns an excellent appetite. 
Some of the men had large pieces of skin stripped from 
their backs whilst lifting the boat over the various obstruc- 
tions on the portage."* 

Perseverance at last overcame all obstacles; and, on the 
2d of August, they launched upon the salt waters of a 
lake which communicated, through a narrow channel, with 
the sea. Here they found two Esquimaux tents ; and while 
the men put ashore to prepare breakfast, Dr. Hae walked 
up to them to pay a morning call and introduce himself to 
the inmates, if any there were. On reaching the tents he 
found all quiet inside, but, after calling once or twice outside 
the door of one, the lady of the house suddenly made her 
appearance, apparently just out of bed, as she was very 
composedly drawing on her capacious boots, whilst ehe 
Burveyed the doctor without showing the slightest symptom 
of alarm, although, as he afUrwards learned, she had never 
Been a white man before. Immediately afterwards an old 
man popped out his head, and stood beside his better half in 
great perplexity. He was evidently a cipher, and seemed 
utterly incapable of putting forth a single effort to cheek 
the torrent of volubility with which bis lady asamled her 
visiter. It was all expended in vala, however, until 

• Eae'a Expedition, CT- 4&i ^1 ■ 
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Ooligbuck'a opportune arrivol, wben, with the help 
few presents, all parties came to a. friendly nnderatandin?. 
Their report of the state of the ice in the large h&v waa 
sufficiently diaeoimtging. They aaid that there waa sel- 
dom enough of open water to float one of their small canoes ; 
and, from the appearance of it at the time, Cr. Bae was 
inclined to believe they spoke truth. The remainder of 
their party, consisting of two sons and their wives, had 
gone a day's journey inland to hunt the musk-ox. After 
breakfast they proceeded on their way; and, the sane 
evening, launched their boat on the waters of the Polar Sea, 
in latitude 67° 15' N, From this point Dr. Eae eent 
three of his men back to Repulse Bay on foot, a distance 
of forty-thi-ee milea, for the purpose of making every pos- 
sible preparation for the winter; instructing them to be 
particularly careful to keep up a friendly intercourse with 
the natives. With the remainmg seren men he proceeded 
to survey the coast to the north-westward in his boat. 

It was now the 3d of August; yet the ice filled the bay 
in such quantities that they were completely set fast in the 
evening, and had to put (ebore. A wooden aledge was 
found, which was evidently made of the planks of a wnad 
(probably the Fury or Sir John Ross's steamer the Victory). 
It furnished them with a seaaonaWe supply of fuel. On 
landing they were much disappointed to find that the ooIt 
fresh water to be obtained was so bad as to he nearly 
undrinkable. It resembled chocolate in appearance; bnt 
arctic travellers are not nice, and the dirty water was 
swallowed without comment after the first disapproving 
growl. The coast was generally low and flat, b«ng in 
some parts lined for miles with mud banks, from eight to 
ten feet high, frozen quite solid, and, in other parts, broken 
by rocky capes and headlands. Although desoUtct 
aB lax aa mtJi 'KtkB MiTi««ii«ft.,'iSiKw«%iwn Wb of 
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life to enliven the scene. Wolveaaerenaded them by night; 
marmots chattered at them by day, standing up on their 
hind-lega, as the exploring party passed, to gaze {it i 
presumed) in wonderment at the unwonted sight. Foot- 
prints of musk cattle and deer were obBerved in the Band, 
while the air thrilled with the wild music of hundreda of 
golden plovers and sand-pipers. One morning a yonng 
buck was observed on a piece of ice half a mile to seaward. 
It had been forced to take to the water to e.scape the wolves, 
one or two of which were seen skulking along shore, await- 
ing the poor animal's return. The boat instantly started in 
pursuit, as the state of their larder did not allow them to 
be merciful ; and after a long chase, the poor deer was shot 
whilst swimming from one floe to another. The weather 
was very unsettled. Fogs continued to retard them con- 
stantly, while they tracked and poled amongst the n 
of ice which beset them on every side. It also rained 
continually; so that, besides being wet all day, their fuel 
was so saturated as to render it impossible to make a fire, 
obliging them to sleep in wet clothes and wet bods night 
after night. " Fortunately," says Kae, n-ith characteristic 
coolness, '' the weather was mild, so that we did not feel 
much inconvenience from tbisi" Besides being surrounded 
by ice, they were constantly exposed to the danger of 
being overwhelmed by the ponderous masses under which 
they were compelled frequently to pass. Some of these 
masses were twenty feet up in tho air, and they were 
crashing into the sea all round them, without a moment's 
warning to give indication of the approaching catastrophe ! 
What a position I How utterly futile the power or pre- 
cnution of man in such a case. How eminently conspicuous 
the protecting goodness of God. 

Finding that there was no possibility of tracing the 
U western shore in lie direction ot "D^^'k. a.-n&, ^\ci^«ini'fcj 
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fertheBt, owing to the ice, Dr. Eae resolved, oa the 5th, 
to retrace his route, nnd endeavour to proceed along ihe 
eastern ithore towards the Straila of the Fury dnd Hecla. 
In this attempt, however, he foiled, in consequence of the 
ice hlockading that coast as thickly as it did the other, A 
gale which blew on the 7th failed to clear it away; and 
from this circumatance he felt convinced that Akkoolee 
Bay miiat be completely blocked up. 

On the 8th the flood-tide carried the ice down upon them 
HO as to render their position unsafe; and as it was impoa- 
sible to advance, the boat's bead was unwillingly turned 
towards the point whence tbey had set out ; at which plan 
Dr. Kae resolved to await some favourable chango in the 
state of the ice, and ascertain how things were going on iX 
Repulse Bay. 

On arriving opposite the tents of their Eflquimanx 
friends, tbey beheld them running down to the beach, led 
on by the old lady whose volubility of utterance has been 
already noticed. On the preseat occasion she seemed to 
have added an additional spring to her t^angue, which went 
like the clapper of a mill; and, for riotous noisiness, tbr«v 
all the others entirely into the shade, as she rushed towards 
the party with load shouts of joy at their return. The ox 
hunters had returned, and brought information that the 
deer bad commenced migrating to the southward, whidt 
determined the doctor to walk over to Repulse Bay, to BH 
what his men were doing towards procuring a. supply of 
venison for the winter. 

Leaving three men and Ooligbuck's son in charge of 
the boat, he set out on his journey with the remainder, 
intending to cross the isthmus in a S.S.E. direction; " bnt 
it was Impossible," says he, " to keep this course for any 
great dl«tn.Tice, 83 vie -wCTfefoToai to make long cinntitt 
avoid preOTjivcaa mi'^ tt,vn\% (A "iw. X'^n, K\Ma i 
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fatig^uing day'a march over hill and dale, ttirougti Bwamp 
and Etream, we halted at half-past 6 P.U., close to the 
aecond portage crossed on our outward route. To gain a 
distance of twenty miles, we had travelled not less than 
thirty. Our supper was soon finished, as it was neither 
luxurious, nor required much cooking, consisting of our 
staple commodities, pemmican, cold, with water. The 
morning (of the 10th) was raw and cold, with some hoar 
frost, and there not being a blanket among the party, and 
only two coats, our sleep was neither long, sound, nor re- 
freshing. In fact, I had carried no coat with me except 
a thin Mackintosh, which being damp from the rain of 
yesterday, had become an escellent conductor of caloric, 
and added to the chilly feeling instead of kccpiug it off. 
There ia one advantage in an uncomfortable bed, it induces 
early rising; and it proved so on the present occasion, for 
we had finished brcaldast and resumed our journey by 
half-past 2 A.M. The travelling was as difficult as that 
of yeslerday, but we had the advantage of a cool morning, 
and got on more easily. At seven o'clock we arrived at 
the narrows which separate Christie and North Pole Lakes, 
where we found the greater number of the Esquimaux we 
had seen, encamped, waiting for the deer crossing over."* 
At two o'clock in the afternoon they arrived at Eepulfle 
Bay, with enviable appetites, but rather foot-sore, having 
completely worn through their socks and shoes on the 
jonmey. 

Here the men were found to be living from hand to 
mouth, having only enough of salmon and deer to prevent 
them from starving. As the lives of the whole party 
depended on their saccess in fishing and shooting, Dr. Kae, 
after mature consideration, resolved to give up the idea of 
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pro8ecnti g the survey that antumn — a reaolutdon whicb 
was BtreDgilieiied by the fact, that the immense quantities 
of ice in tho bay, and the prevalence of northerly winds, 
rendered it more than probable that the objects of the 
expedition could not have been completed daring that year; 
and as they should have uo meaua of euhaiatence on re- 
turning to Repulsii Bay, it would have be«n necessary la 
paBH the winter at Churchill. 

Having once formed his plans, the doctor lost no Ume 
in putting tbem into execution. A house had to be built, 
provision stores and observatories erected, fisheries estab- 
lished, bunting parties sent out, fuel collected, and all the 
multifarious preparations for a winter campaign in the 
regions of ice, fog, snow, and desolation, attended to. 
Accordingly, a party of the men were immediately de- 
spatched to bring over the boat, and place her iu a place 
of safety, while Dr. Rao, shouldering hia gun, sallied forth 
to look for an eligible site whereon to erect hia dwoUliig. 
After a lengthened search, no better place could be fbottd 
than a deep valley, about a hundred and RAy yards to (be 
costwai'd of North Pole River, and not far from the spot 
where they had originally landed. Besides being the betf 
locality as regarded shelter, there was the additional 
advantage of several large hays close at hand, which were 
likely to produce fish. During his survey, Dr. Rae fell 
in with a covey of ptarmigan, out of which he ttagged 
eighteen brace in a couple of hours, an earnest of tbi 
plentiful supply of food which they aiWrwarda obtained. 

At this time it became a matter of serious considentka 
what was to he done for fuel. There was not a single tiM 
in the whole land; and even willows were Bcarc« and 
small-sized. Of these, however, they set vigorously to 
work to toUeat o.a many as posdble, and it was fa 
that, by iiat (A eaowKK^ wsA. a. wi^-j i^ «U, fi 







FORT tlOFE. 385 

tULtlves, Hiey should be able to keep the fire going til 

On. the 2d September the house was finished. The 
walla, fbnned of mud and clay, were fidly two feet thick; 
three small openiuga were left, into which a like number 
of windows were fixed, having two panes of glass each. 
The door was made of parchment deer-ekins, stretched over 
a wooden frame. The roof was in keeping with the other 
parts of this palace, being constructed of the oars and masts 
of the boats with a moose-skin and oiled-cloth covering. 
The entire edifice measured, vntemaliy, twenty feet long 
by fourteen wide ; height in front, seven and a half feet, 
sloping to five and a half at the back. One end of this 
space was partitioned off with a screen of moose-skins; and 
besides forming the library, parlour, and bed-room of Dr. 
Rae, also served as a, store-room for the pemmlcan which 
was to be the travelling provision of the party on the 
following spring, or their last hope in case of starvation. 
A meat store was built close to the dwelling-house, and 
afterwards, when the snow became sufEicientiy consolidated 
to form stabs, two observatoriea were built with a pillar of 
ice in each^ — one for the dip circle, the other for a hori- 
zontally suspended needle on which to try the effect of the 
Aurora. The establishment, when completed, was called 
Fort Hope, and truly a more hopefiil band of men have 
seldom tenanted a house or dwelt in a land less hopeful in 
abearance than was the little fort of Dr. Rae and his 
the well-named shores of Repulse Bay. 

The whole time and energies of the party were now 

ivoted to providing themselves with the means of suft- 
taining life and calorie; and in accompliBhing this, they 
found themselves fall occupation. The following is a 
deseriptioa of their procedure ; — 

"The routine of our day's wovk," sajaRsJi, "«»&»» ^^ 
f 2b 
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Iowa : In the mornbg we were up before daylight; the meo 
got orders for the several duties they had to perform, which 
were principally carried on out of doors, and nt which they 
Bet to work immediately afler rolling up their bedding and 
taking breakfast. Thi» meal usually consisted of boiled 
vcnisoD, the water with which it was cooked bung con- 
verted into a very excellent soup by the addition of some 
deera' blood, and a handful or two of flour. Our dinner, 
or rather eupper, consisted of the same materiaLi as oar 
brealtfaat, and was taken about four or fiye o'clock; after 
that, my time was employed ia writing my jounuJ, or 
making calculations, whilst the men were baay improving 
themselves in reading, arithmetic, &c., in which I assisted 
them as much as my time would permit. Divine service 
was read every Sunday when practicable." 

Towards the end of September, the pools of water ^ 
frozen over, and a considerable portion of the bay Mit % 
its smooth surface being broken here and there byl 
thick heads of the seals, who did not seem to relt«h the 
idea of being debarred from an occasional visit lo the 
atmospheric world, and took this method of keeping air- 
holes open during the wiufer. The deer also became 
numerous at this time, and often tempted the doctor, irhn 
pleads guilty to the charge of biung much addicted (0 
licld-sports, to exchange the sextant for the rifle, an ex* 
change which was certainly advantageous to the Icrdtr, 
for he tells us that, out of ten deer shot cne day, seven wen 
killed by himself within a few miles of the houi«e. The 
sporting-book for September showed that they had been 
diligent and successful: 63 deer, 5 bares, 1 seal, 17:1 
partridges, and 116 salmon and trout, having been brought 



About the beginning of October- the cold become 
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though it may appear, added to, rather than diminished, 
their comfort — for a time at least — as it froze the clay- 
walls of the building, which had at first been disagreeably 
damp. The frost, however, effectually removed this, until 
the succeeding spring thawed them down again. 

On the 19th the doctor very narrowly escaped an un- 
pleasant rencontre with a deer. "When out shooting," 
Raya he, " having killed one deer, I went in pursuit of 
another (a large buck) that had been wonnded, and put 
four halls through him. Thinking that the last ball had 
settled the buaiuess (for he had fallen), I went carelessly 
up to him without reloading my rifle, and when within a 
few yards I exclaimed, ' Ah ! poor fellow, you are done for 
at last,' when the deer, as if he understood what I said, 
and thought I was adding iuBult to injury, sprang to his 
legs in tt moment, and, at a couple of bounds, his horns 
were within a foot of me. Circumstanced as I was, 1 
thought with TalstafF, ' that discretion was the better part 
of valour,' and beat a hasty retreat, laughing heartily all 
the time at the strange figure we must have cut. Taking 
tlie deer by the horus could have been of no use, and might 
have cost me some troublesome bruises and scratches." 

Notwithstanding the strenuous exertions that had been 
made, it was found, towards the middle of November, that 
they could not afford fuel to dry their clotbes ; warm food 
being considei'ed more essential to health and comfort than 
dry clothing. They therefore adopted the plan of taking 
them under the blankets at nigbt, and drying them by die 
heat of their bodies I As may be supposed, this was not 
agreeable, particularly when the cold became so great as 
to freeze the raoistnre wbicb collected in the honse during 
the day, depositing it in a thick coat on the blankets, which 
were ibund sparkling with hoarfrost when tba-j "Cidteft. Vi 
Bnst at nig'ht; and these blanketa ■?;«« liQt cn.'M^'^ ^^'^ 
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from ice till the first of MktcIi, when the sun firgt beoame 
powerful enough to dry them I Dr. Rae tells ub that bii 
naisleoat became eo stiff at lost, owing to Ute cooHtwU 
deposit of moisture from his hreatb, which was frozen U 
BDon as depositetl, that be could scarcely manage to button 
it; and, aa the fuel became mora scarce, the heat raised m 
Fort Hope was uever Euffiuieat to thaw this said gaimeoL 
On the 1st of Fiibruary, however, the waistcoat experienced 
a temporary disenchantment from its t^ad coadition, on dw 
occasion of its wearer paying a visit U> the snow habitalioB 
of an Esquimaux, which edifice was so warm that the w■i>^ 
coat actually thawed 1 As time wore on, things grewmcM 
and more desperate ; and one cannot help amiling at l&a 
cool way in which Dr. Rae speaks of his discomforts. Ti« 
room in which they lived was so constantly filled will) 
tobacco smoke, that it was not quite certwn whether il or 
atmospheric wr predominated. "Of com^e," says tb« 
doctor (who ws£ no smoker), " I might to a great extent 
have put a stop to tlua, hut the poor fellows appeared to 
receive so much comfort from the use of the pipe, that 11 
would have been cruelty to do so for the sake of saving 
myself a trifling inconvenience." In speaking of the cold, 
he says, " Of oil our stock was so small that wo bad been 
forced to keep early and late bout's, namely, lying occa- 
sionally fourteen hours in bed, at we found that to sit up 
in a house in which the temperature was some degrtet belnm 
zero, without either light or fire, was not very pleoaaot !" 
Nevertheless, the whole party seemed actually to eiyoy 
themselves under these circumstances; and one poor feUow 
who had his knee fi-ozcn while in bed, only got langfaed ■! 
for his effeminacy, instead of being commiserated, whco 
he made known the fact! 

On tbe 'JKt.Ni Q^ JBAmsx^ 1847, North Pole Rirer ww 
frozen to V\ie \»VVom, ?« 'Caa.\.\\.^i'is».TOifc\«RioftBr^^^ to 
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a lake about half a mile from the houBe for water. Dnr- 
ing the constant gales wliich Bwept tlia Bnow-drift in thick 
volumes round thfeir little dwelling, the boat became a 
plclely drifted over, bo that not a trace of her was to be 
seen. She was found at laxt; and after the greater part of 
the men bad been employed for fourteen days in clearing 
her of Bnow, she was at length extricated &om a hole 
more than twelve feet deep. 

Wolves were exceedingly numerous during the whole 
winter. One morning Ooligbuck shot one, not more than 
ten yards from the door of the house, aod six or eight more 
were seen not far off. When pressed by hunger, these 
fierce but cowardly brutes, if strong in numbers, will some- 
times attack a man. Early one morning, before day-light, 
Dr. Rae met a pack. " I observed," says he, " a band of 
animals coming over a rising groimd at a quick pace directly 
towards me. I at first supposed them to be deer, but on a 
nearer approach they proved to be wolves, seventeen in 
rinmber. They continued to advance at full speed until 
within forty yards, when they formed a sort of half circle 
to leeward. Hoping lo send a ball through one, I knelt 
down and took what I thought a sure aim at a lat^e fellow 
that was nearest; unfortunately it was not broad day-light, 
and the rascals all kept end on to me, so that the ball 
merely cut off a line of hmr and a piece of skin from his 
Bide. They apparently did not expect to meet with such 
a reception, for, after looking at me a second or two, they 
trotted off, no doubt as mnch disappointed at not making 
a break&st of me, as I was at missing my aim. Had they 
come to close quarters, which they sometimes do when hard 
pressed for food, I had a large and strong knife which 
would have proved a very efficient weapon." 

The winter passed slowly away; and, towards the month 
Uf March, the weather became 8oniew\\o.t inAicx, osA '^^ i 
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deer began to migrate nortliwanl again. Still there 
many wf^ks to pass away before the massive cakes of ice, 
whkli boand river, lake, and sea, would yield to the power 
of spring and set the waters free. Dr. Kae had deter- 
mined to prosecute part of hii) discoveries on the ice, and 
accordingly about this time he begun to make preparations 
for setting out. Two sledges were constructed of the bat- 
tens which lined the inside of the boat, three of which were 
nailed together to form nmners of sufficient thickness. It 
had been intended to start on the 1st of April, but this 
was prevented by an accident which happened to Ooligbnck. 
He had been out hunting one day, and happened acciden- 
tally to stumble. In falling, a hirge dagger, which he 
usually carried, ran completely through his arm, and 
caused Bucb a flow of blood that be had scarcely strength 
left to return to the fort. A little care, however, soon 
restored liim ; and preparations were made for setting out 
finally on the 5th of April. 

The men who went on tLis winter expedition were, Dr. 
Rae, George Flett, John Corrigal, William Adamson, 

IOolighuck's son, and Ivitchuk, an Esquimaux. The pro- 
visions, &e,, were drawn on two sledges, lo each of which 
four dogs were harnessed. Their provision for the journey 
conaisted of three bags of pemmican, seventy rean-deer 
tongues, half a hundredweight of flour, some tea, choco- 
late, and sugar, besides a little alcohol and oil for fuel. 
Each man had a blanket and a supply of moccasins and 
socks. Thus equipped, they started from Fort Hope early 
in the morning, in the midst of a gale of wind, with clouds 
of drifting snow. Towards breakfast- time, however, the 
weather smiled propitiously on them. The clouds dis- 
persed, leaving the deep blue of the wintry eky to spread 
a gladdening influence over the scene and over the sptrita 
of the arctic IvaveWwa, Fi-oe avKva dioijafoiLtli with dazzj 
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brilliancy ! four of whiuh, however, were parhelia, or mock ' 
Buns, and they rivalled in hrightness the orh of day him- 
Belf. The track followed was that formerly pursued in 
the boat; their intention being to cross the iathmua that 
separatea Akkoolee from Repulae Bay, and coast along 
the former on the ice until they reached Lord Mayor's 
Bay, which was the most southerly part of Boothia Felix 
discovered by Sir John Ross. 

During the day'a march, numerous bands of deer croe 
their path, which served greatly to enliven the scene, and 
proved a capital stimulus to the dogH, which, from the bad 
Btat« of the roads, were frequently inclined to lag. To- 
wards seven o'clock in the evening the whole party began 
to feel inclined for rest, and finally called a halt on the 
eastern shore of Christie Lake, where they prepared to 
pass the night. 

In this world of wonders, we become so much accus- 
tomed to hear of and to behold astonnding facts, that they 
cease very much to make any impression upon us. Never- 
theless, we do think that it is somewhat calculated to make 
an impresaion on the most obtuse minds, to be told that 
Dr. Rae and hi:; men built a house etxry evening during 
their journey, and forsook it, without the smallest feeling 
of regret, every moming! But let the doctor speak tor 
himself. "Our usual mode," says he, "of preparing 
lodgings for the night waa as follows : — As soon as 
had selected a spot for our anow-house, our Esquima 
assisted by one or more of the men, commenced cutting 
out blocks of snow. When a sufficient number of these 
had been raised, the bxiilder commenced his work, 
assistants supplying hum with the material. A good 
roomy dwelling was thus raised in an hour, if the ai 
waa in a good state for building. Whilst our principal 
thus occupied, another ot vVe ^arVj ■^bs. \(as^ 
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erectjng a kitchen, which, although our cooking was none 
of the most deUcute or extensive, waa atlll a necessary 
addition to our estfihliahment, had it been oulj to thaw 
snow. Aa soon as the snow-hut was completed, our sledges 
were unloaded, and everything eatable (including pArch- 
mcnt'skin and moose-skin shoes, which had now become 
favourite articles with the dogs) taken inside. Our bed 
was next made, and by the tune the snow was thawed or 
the water boiled, s» the case might be, we were all ready 
for supper. When we need alcohol for fuel (which we 
usually did in atormy weather), no kitchen was required." 
They sat rent-free, however, which no doubt reconciled 
(hem in nomo degree to their cold dwelling, which, besides 
b^ng imheated by ought eave the animal caloric of the 
iomales, was but dimly illuminated by a small window of 
clear ice placed in the roof. These truly primitive edifices 
were usually erected in a couple of hoore, and are spoken 
of as being "very snttg!" Be this as it may, the whol4 
party spent the nigbt in one of these snow-huts, and 
the follon'ing morning emerged, like bees out of a hi 
while hive, to resume their toilsome journey, 

A little before noon they arrived at a snow-hut inhabited 
by two Esquimaux, one of whom, Kei-ik-too-oo, agreed to 
accompany them for a short way with his sledge, to help 
Ihem over the isthrana. Some of the party were slightly 
affected with anew- blindness, a disease very common in 
arctic regions, especially in spring, when the intense 
brilliancy of the eun causes such a glare upon the white 
snow as (o prodace severe inflammation of the eyes. The 
Indians do not take any precautions to prevent snow-blind- 
nesa, although they suffer very much from it; but the 
Esquimans, who are every way more ingenious than thwr 
red neighbonrs, make wooden blinds or spectacles, whidi. 
V very effectually ■pre,v<jn\»'CiiYa iHi^\«as,^>SL\.-o\s!iiiJ!.'j , Qn. tha 1\ 
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tbey reached the sea. The weather was dark and gloomy, 
though somewhat milder, the thermometer standing five 
degiees above zero. The coast waa found to be so rough 
with broken ice, that the men and dogs had great, dif&cully 
in dragging the sledges over it; and a stiff breeze, which 
dashed the snow-drift continually in their faces, prevented 
them from picking their way along the smoothest parts. 
One of the dogs also fa^ame so much exhausted as to be 
quite useless; so it was unharnessed, and allowed to walk 
behind. Even this it waa not ahle to do long, and at 
last it lay down. Rather than leave it to the mercy of the 
wolves, they shot it. At a small river, near which they 
encamped on the 9th, a number of loose atones were fonad, 
which enabled them to form a "cache" of provisions for 
the homeward journey. 

The coast varied much in appearance, being in Boma 
places low and flat, at other parts more elevated and 
broken. Several hills were also observed a few miles * 
inland, one of which appeared to be fully five hundred 
feet high. The latitude was observed here, 67" 53' 24", 
and the coast turned off to the westward, forming a point, 
which was named Cape Weynlon. 

Thus they proceeded, sometimes making rapid progress, 
when the ice on the sea was smooth and the weather calm ; 
at other times struggling slowly against biting winds and 
driving snow, or stumbling over the broken ice along the 
shore. Dr. liae frequently fell behind the party to take 
the beai-ings and observations, on which occasions he had 
considerable, difficulty sometimes in preventing his face 
and fingers from freezing. The scarcity of fuel annoyed 
them not a little. Their alcohol and oil ran so low at last, 
that it could not be used to cook the pemmioan; and for 
the purpose of economising it still further, they gave up 

ing it to melt snow for water, and (AiVaXviei "Cov* Ss^iiai- 



t^m 



394 NEW METHOD OF 

pensable fluid by filling two small keltlea imd a bladder 
witb snow, which they took to bed with theml Stranga 
bed-fellows, and Bomewhat anpleasant too, for on one occa- 
sion the fastening of the bladder came off, and the natural 
consequences followed- Severe work had uow given the 
dogs such Btrong appetites, that they became perfectly 
ravenous, and althongh they received a fair allowance of 
provisiona, devoured everytliing that came in their way — 
shoes, leather mitts, and sveu a worsted belt, was eaten, 
ranch to the chagrin of the ovmera, and the merriment of 
the others. The party usually supped on pemmiean and 
cold water, as they could only aSbrd one hot meal in the 
day, find preferred taking it in the momiug. 

On the 12th, being informed by the Esquimaux that, 
by crossing over the land in a north-west direction, to a 
large hay which he had formerly visited, the way would 
be shortened considerably, itwaa resolved to do so; and 
• accordingly, leaving the coast at latitude 68° 18' N., lon- 
gitude 88" 26' W^ they struck across the land. Ilere the 
walking was found to be much more laborious, and the 
snow too soft to support the sledges, so that they were 
obliged to encamp an hour after noon on the borders of a 
small lake, as the dogs were quite knocked up. During 
the day they passed a small river, which was frozen to 
the bottom; but the ice on the lake was found to he only 
four feet eight inches thick, so that they cut through it, 
and enjoyed, for once, the luxury of drinking fresh water 
ad libitum. Ivitchuk drank with an intensity of zest that 
was of itself quite refreshing to behold. This part of the 
country was miserably barren. No signs of deer or musk- 
oxen were seen, the tracks of a few foxes alone indicating 
that the desolate spot was inhabited. 

For several days after this, the weather became ex- 
tremely stormy, aui tm. i.W VWk 
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all night ; nevertheless, Dr. Rae assures ns that they were 
as comfurtahle in their snow-hive aa if they had been 
lodged in the best bouse in England. Nest day they 
reached the sea again, on the shorea of a large bay upwards 
of twenty-three miles broad, whith was named Pelly Bay, 
and encamped under the lee of a group of islands six milea 
from the shore. On the 16tli the gale increaaed, with 
snow-drift from the north-west, ao that it was impossible i 
to advance. This did not mueh matter, however, i 
doctor had intended to rest a day here to recruit the men 
and dogs, and at the same time to send out in search o 
the Esquimaux, whose tracks had been discovered in the i 
neighbourhood, and from whom he hoped to procure some 
seals' flesh and blubber; the first for food, and the latter 
for fuel. In this they were not successful, the drift being 
so thick that the men who were sent out could not see any 
distance. In the meantime Corrigal and Adamson had 
been collecting fiiel, and Dr. Rae obtained an observation 
for latitude, which gave 68° 53' 44" from which he a 
eluded that Sir Jolm Ross's moat southerly discoverieB J 
could not be distant more than two days' journey. 

It was now resolved that part of the men should be left 
here, while Dr. Rae should proceed the remainder of the 
way in company with two of the men, Flett and Corrigal 
were chosen for this service, being the strongest of the 
party, and the remainder were instructed to kill seals if 
they could; to trade with the natives, if they saw any; 
and, above all, to moderate their appetites to the lowest 
possible ebb, whether they could or not. Having made 
these arriingementg, Dr. Rae and his men set off, and 
travelled briskly over the snow. 

Being lightly laden, they made good progress. A brisk 
walk of seventeen miles brought them, an hour before nooa 
*f the 1 7lh, to the shore, near a, high 'pom'i. feiTTO!^ q1 iai*. U 
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gny ^nite, irhich was named Cape Berens; and at 3 
they c&me to tno narrow points in & email bay, which 
were called the Twins, and tetween which they built thdr 
BDOw-huI for the night. 

The morning of the 18th was fine, but hsRy, with alight 
wind from the N."W., the ihermometer 3° below eero, 
and the walking good, ao that they soon baverscd twelve 
miles of country, when they re-aehed what proved to be the 
head of s deep inlet, whose western ehores they had been 
tracing. It was named Halkett'e Inlet. Two rein-deer 
were seen here. As there could be no doubt that they 
were now in the vicinity of Lord Mayor'a Bay, they im- 
mediately Btrnck across the land instead of following the 
coast The walking proved to be very tiresome, however ; 
and after floundering three miles through the deep 
Dr. Rae ordered his men Ur halt and prepare their i 
lodgings, while he proceeded on alone to search for 

A walk of twenty minntes brought him to an inlet, not 
more than quarter of a mile wide, which he traced upwards 
of a league, when his course was again obatracted by land. 
There were some high rocks near at hand which he 
ascended, and from their smmmita thought he could discern 
rough ice in the desired direction. With renewed hopes, 
he slid down a declivity, plunged among enow, acrambled 
over rocks and through rough ice, tmtil he gained a rising 
groimd close to the sea-shore, from whose summit he beheld 
Lord Mayor's Bay stretching out before him far as the eye 
could reach, clothed with ice and studded with innumerable 
ilands. These were the islands named the sons of Me 
ckrffy of Hie Church of Scotland by Sir John Koss, to 
whose discoveries Dr. Rae had now joined his own ; thus 
completing a link which bad long been wanting in tbs 
of aret\c geogta^Xi'^, siiii ^".li^ far to settle 
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disputed point as to whether Boothia Felix is an island or a 
peninsula. There is still, however, a doubt banging over ' 
this question. In bis jonrney northward. Dr. Rao tells ua 
that he was on the eve of making a survey of Pelly Bay, 
when he was informed by one of the natives that a c 
pletc view of its shores could be obtained from the island 
on which they were encamped. He accordingly ascended 
to the highest point, the evening being beautifully clear, 
and " obtained a distinct view of the whole bay, except a 
small portion immediately under the sun." Dr. Kae doea 
not appear to have entertained a doubt of this being a 
more distant part of the coast line; yet it is posaiblo that 
this portion of the supposed bay may be a narrow strait, 
which perhaps communicatee with the large bay seen by 

rAfessrs. Dease and Simpson from their farthest point of 
[iscovery, and from which it cannot be distant more than | 
fc hundred miles. 

Having taken possession of his discoveries. Dr. Relc and I 
his laeo returned to the companions they had left behind, 
whom they found in a fat and flourishing condition. They I 
had taken advantage of the doctor's absence to supply 
themselves more largely from the pemmican bags than 
was at all necessary or expedient. Fortunately, however, 
a quantity of seals' flesh, blood, and blubber, was obtained 
from a party of Esquimaux whom they encountered during ' 
their march; and being thus reinforced, it was resolved ti 
trace the shores of the peninsula acrosa which they had I 
formerly cut in their anxiety to reach Lord Mayor's Bay. 
This object was successfully accomplished ailer a se 

I walk, when they experienced the usual alternations from I 
beat to cold, and storm to calm, in which the weather in j 
itbesB hyperborean climes seems to take such peculiar d&> J 
light. The increasing power of the sun, too, rendere^W 
walking so difBcult and paiiJul Aunn^ ftift iwj 'iJq*^. *« I 
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■were fain to reverae the ordinary conrsa of things, 
travel during the night, devoting the day to reat. 

It was now approaching the end of April; and aa it 
desirable, if possible, to surrey the shores of the Akkoolee 
(named by Dr. Rae Committee) Bay, before the breaking 
up of the ice, no time was lost in retracing their route to 
the fort at Ecpulae Bay. All the caches of provisions 
which had been made during the outward journey were 
found quite safe, and thus afforded them a plentiful supply 
of food. On the morning of the 5th of May they reached 
some Eaquimaux dwellings on the shores of Chriatie'a Lake, 
about fifteen miles from Fort Kope. " At 2 r.M, on the 
same day," saya Rae, " we were again on the march, and 
arrived at our home at half-past 8 p.m., all well, bat so 
black and scarred on the faca from the combined effects of 
oil, smoke, and frost bites, that oar finend» would not 
belicTO but that some serious acddent from the exploMon 
of gunpowder had happened to uB, Thus snceesafiilly 
terminated a journey little: short of six handred English 
miles, the longest, I believe, ever made on foot along the 
arctic coast" 

During the absence of the exploring party, things had 
gone on prosperously at winter quarters. Provisions, 
although not snperabundant, had been procured iasufficient 
quantities to prevent tlie necessity of breaking upon the 
pemmicfln, which they were so anxious to preserve for 
travelling fare. Once, indeed, after consuming all they 
had in store, and seouring the neighbourhood fruitlessly 
in search of game, they were obliged to have a dinner of 
tongues; but soon afterwards the deer became morenumer- 

I, the hunters more successful ; and, during the rem^- 
^ der of their stay at Fort Hope, they never wan(«d fresh 
Jjrovisions. At the time of Dr. Rae's return witli the 
ploriiig party, ftie \dco.\. a\.iiVft Nj^^^^:tiR&~ 'Y\i'a,'«i 
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happy circumstance, as tiey arrived as ravenous as wolves. 
The Khort but hearty congratnlationa over, they made a 
vigorooB assault on the venison, and ate, according to iheir 
own confession, a great deal more than would have been 
good for them had the food been other than venison ; as 
it was, however, they gormandized with impunity. 

Several famiiies of Esq^uimaux had taJien up their resi- 
dence about a quarter of a mile from the fort. Here they 
erected a city of snow, and occupied themselves iu paying . 
visits to the white men, when not engaged in killing seals 
or trapping deer. The way in which they approach seals 
is somewhal: amusing. The hunter lays himself flat on hia 
face upon the ice, and, by a series of motions, resembling 
those of the unsuspecting animal that tiita enjoying the 
winter sun beside its ice-hole, approaches it with such seal- 
like grace that the animal is actually deceived into the 
belief that airiend desires his company, and, with commend- 
able politeness, approaches to meet him. When near enough, 
the deceiver jumps to his feet, and the deceived bolts for 
hia hole, but is generally intercepted and slain. The 
women are aaid to be particularly aufait at this work, and 
on such occasions arm themselves with a stout elnb witJi 
which to knock the seals on the nose. Deer were taken by 
the natives in pits dug in the snow, over which a thin eako 
of anow was spread; over this the deer walked, and wore 
precipitated to the bottom of the hole. Wolves were also 
taken in this way. 

Ilaving recruited themselves at Fort Hope for some days, 
preparations were now made for another journey along the 
western shore of Melville Peninsula as far aa the Straits of 
the Fury and Hecla. On this occasion Dr. Eae was accom- 
panied by four of his men, who each carried a load of TO 
lbs, weight, while the doctor himself carried his books, 
instruments, &&, which weighed altoge.t\iBT sJwA ^ 'toa. I 
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Some of llie party who were to remaia behind, accomp&nied 
them to the shorea of the hay, which they reached on the 
I6th of May, and then, bidding adieu to their comrades, 
commenced their journey. 

Bcul as the walking hadheou in their former espediUon, 
it watt nothing to what they experienced now. As soon aa 
they had ronnded a cape, designated Cape Thomas Simpson, 
after the diatingtiished arctic traveller of that name, the 
land turned to the eastward, and the walking be«ime 
shockingly diaagreeahle. The whole shore was indented 
with deep, narrow inleta, which were ho packed with rough 
and jagged niasstes of ico, that it cost the travellers many a 
deep sigh and ludicrous ecramble. " At one moment," 
writes the energetic leader of the band, " we sank nearly 
waist-deep in snow, at anottier we were np to om' knees in 
salt water, and then again on a piece of ice so slippery, 
that, ivilh OUT wet and frozen shoes, it was impossible fo 
keep from ialling. Sometimes we had to crawl out of a 
hole on all fours like some atrange-Iookiog quadrnpeda; at 
other times falling backwards, we were so hampered by 
the weight of our loads, that it was impossible to rise with- 
out throwing them off, or being assisted by one of our 
companions. We therefnre found it hefter to follow the 
shores of the inlets than to cross them, although by so 
doing we had double the distance to go over." 

At half-past three in the morning they encamped for 
the niglitl if we may be allowed the somewhat paradoxical 
expression. As usual, they constructed a snow-hut to sleep 
in, and another in which to cook their food. The walking 
became so had, however, that they were ultimately obliged 
to curb their appetites, as, had they lived on full allowance, 
there would not have been enough food left for the return 
journey ; and as comparatively few tracks of animals were 

,n, it was TesoVvel oti ^laa IVA q1 '^wj Ui e/jutent them- 
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salvea in future with one meal per day, and that not over- 
abondnnt. Truly we cannot but admire the reeolutioa of 
these iron-built men. It is had enough to walk through 
and over slusb, snow, ice, gravel, and rocks, on one's head, 
knees, neck, and iihouldera (for these parts, from contiuaal 
falls, seem to have come in contact with the ice very nearly 
as much as did their feet), with a full allowance of good 
provisions; but to be under the ncccssily of doing this 
with empty stomachs, is so bad, that we can find no term 
by which to characterize itl To add to their discomforts, 
the weather, during the greater part of the jonrnev, was 
stormy, and heavy showers of snow fell continually, which 
rendered the walking, if possible, still more difficult. 
Still, there were occasional gleams of sunshine, which 
enabled the doctor to find his latitude and longitude, and 
oast a pleasant glow across their desolate track; creat- 
ing also a sympathetic gleam of sunshine in their hearts. 
Among other pleasant things, tflo, there was one which 
caused a sunny ray of hope to warm their empty stomachs, 
and cause their longing months to water : thb was the 
shooting of a fine buck, which, fortunately for them, and 
unfortunately for itself, crossed their path early on the 
morning of the 22d. Their first shot only wounded him, 
and he led them so long a chase that tbey were on the 
point of giving it up in despair, when Dr. Kae raised his 
rifle, and although far out of ordinary range, succeeded in 
sen^Ung a ball through its bead. This proved a seasonable 
supply, and served to strengthen them greatly. Fuel w» 
very scarce during the whole journey, and they were fre- 
quently under the necessity of taking their old friends — 
El kettles of snow— to bed with them, in order to save aa 
tch as poasible thdr small supply of alcohol. 
The general features of tlie coast along which they , 
ivelled were rough and varied-, \iain% \is. uaoni t^skkk* 
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quite level, and consUting of nnd, shingle, and fragment} 
uf limestone; in other parts rising into bold rocky capes 
And headl&ndB, and receiUng into deep bays and inlets, 
which were all more or lesB Btudded with rocky islands. 
As they advanced northwards, this became a more prominent 
feature in the landscape; the islands beeoming so numeronB 
at times, both in the bays and ont to seaward, as to cause 
tbem some trouble in following the proper ronte. A fow 
miles beyond Capo W. Mactavish, a large island of table- 
land was seen without a single rock in situ upon it. It ie 
in latitude 67° 42" 23" N., and longitude 86° 30' W.; 
Ihe strait that sepnrated it from the mainland being not 
more than a mile and a half wide. It was named after 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. A few miles 
north of this they came to a hay, on the north shore o( 
which were two strangely- shaped rocks of granite, which 
had the appearance of an old min or portioo of a fortress, 
of a square form, and each of about twenty-five feet high. 
On the 25th they reached a bay, to which was given the 
name of Garry, after one of the Hudson's Bay Company's 
directors. It was the most curiously- shaped and irregular 
in outline of any that had been seen, and was crowded with 
islands. Five mites inland was a range of hills varying 
from five to eight hundred feet high. The latitude 
was 68' 59' 15" N., and longitude 84" 48' W. 

At this point the provisions began to fail, a c 
all the more to be regretted that a day or two would 
brought them to the Straita of the Fury and Hecla. 

On the 25tb Dr. Rae had left two of his men behind, for 
the purpose of procuring some venison, while he and the 
other two advanced with a small stock of provisions. Afl 
this was now nearly finished, they could only advance half 
■ night farther; bo, leaving anotherof the men behind, 

tor pressed iorKsa 1 m^.^l. *&« t^aEimMi^ aae^«jnjd.foi 
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himaelf, on the iDoming of the 28tti of May, on tiie sonth 
shore of a large bay, from which he obtained a diatinct view 
of the coaEt for about twelve miles. To the most distant 
visible point was given the name of Cape EUice, after one 
of the directors of the company. It liea in latitude 69° 
42' N., longitude 85" 8' TF. The bay was named after 
the celebrated Sir Edward Parry, and the headland on 
.which they stood was called Cape Crozier. From Cape 
Ellice the Straita of the Fury and Hecla could not b 
tant more than ten miles; but from want of provisions, it 
was impossible to proceed; so Dr. Rae and his man took 
formal posseseioa of their discoveries, and, once more, 
turned their faces homeward. 

Thus terminated the diacoveries of 1846-47, which have 
left but a few links of the chain incomplete. The few miles 
yet uivBurreyed between Cape EUice and the Straits of the 
Fury and Ilecia, are scarcely worth speaking of as ira- 
known ground; since, from the nature of the coast, and the 
immense extent of the neighbouring sea, there can he no 
doubt that they consist of a line of coast similar to that 
already traversed by Dr. Rae. The only portion of the 
North American coast that now remains to be surveyed is 
that which lies between Rae's farthest western, and Simp- 
eon's farthest eastern discoveries, comprehending a space , 
of about one hundred miles; which, though not great ia j 
extent, has oecasioned more dispute perhaps than any 
other part of the coast ; a.i, within this terra incognita lies, 
either the isthmus which connects, or the strait which flows 
between, Boothia Felix and the mainland. 

During the homeward journey nothing of particular in- 
terest occurred. It was but a repetition of the same rough 
walking, snow-hut building, neck-or-nothing scrambling, 
and short commons, that had characterized their advance 
northward; with, now and then, au iat\4CT\, KSi\'&^ *-■»■ J 



404 BEVEBITY OF THE 



ludicrous bmd, nliich served to enliven the way. On 
ocoasion tiieir snow-houae, owing to the increaabg 
of the ann, gave w&y, and proved ita evani^oent abaractar 
by tumbling down about their enra; and a few days after- 
wards the same niclanclioly instance of decay took place 
T»liile they were sitting at aiipper. Dr. Rae speaks of this 
journey as being the most fatiguing he had ever undergone. 
He had often walked on anow shoea, with a day's provisions, 
Axc, and blanket, on hia tiack, forty, fifty, and on one 
occaaion sixty-five miles; but this out-did all hia former 
experience. This, doubtless, was aa much owing to the 
wont of food aa anything eJse; for he apeaks of his belt 
coming in six inches during the journey I The whole 
party, however, seem to have enjoyed wonderfully good 
spirita in the midst of these hardships, and the only 
time they were fairly floored, and induced to grumble 
at their fete, waa when they ran short of tobacco, and had 
to retire to rest after the day's toil without the comfort 
a Roolhing pipe. 

On the 9lh of June the travellers once more arrived. 
Fort Hope. Here everything was found 
condition. The stores were loaded with veniGon, the boose, 
though somewhat damaged in conseqnence of the immense 
woight of snow which had accumulated on ita roof in spite 
of all efforts made to prevent it, was still in good repair; 
and the weather began to give indubitable indications of 
the speedy departure of aged winter, and the hilariouB 
advent of youthful spring. 

In narrating the progress of evente in these regions of 

our world, we feel that it is necessary occasionally to check 

the imaginations of those readers who, having passed their 

days in the sunny regions of the south, or in the more 

^equable climates of the temperate Eones, will natnrally 
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reminded of the peculiarities of the seasona in the icy north ; 
and it may not be out of place here to stat*, that the indi- 
cations of approaching spring, of which wo have made 
mention, were not the chirping of hirds among the budding 
trees, or the trickling of rills among the green meadows. 
It WBB June, and well might the incautious reader imagine 
such things ; hut we have already said it is necessary to 
check thia erroneous tendency of the imagination. The 
wide aea still presented ita cold, solid surface of ice, in pro- 
tracted defiance of the aun. Snow covered the landscape, 
and hung in maaaes on the drooping willows. Water, 
except in the profound depths of the laborioUBly eseavated 
waterbole, was uiiknomi; and all around, above, below, 
was winter — cold, obdurate, adamantine winterl The only 
aigns of the approach of spring were the increasing power 
of the Bun, and consequent warmth of the atmosphere, and 
softening of the surface of the snow; the occasional falling 
of a drop of water from an icicle — an event full of interest 
to those who know how painfully long an icicle retains a 
dry point in these climes; the apparition of an adrentnrons 
sand- piper, and the cackle of a solitary laughing-gooae, 
■ These and similar occurrences increased and became 
piore frequent every day, though it was long ere a spot of 
"♦erdant green refreshed their eyes, and brought to remem- 
brance other landa and bygone daya. Dr. Rae mentions 
in hia journal, that on the 21at of June the ice on the lakes 
tras still four feet thick, though very porous and unsafe. 

On the 13th, divine service was read, and dianka 
returned to God for Ilis prolectioB throughout the winter, 
and during the late journey. 

During the latter pftrt of this month the weather was 
exceedingly slormy and variable, but the destmclion of 
winter's power continued to progresa rapidly, and they 
!y deserted their dwelling, whidi \i»t^ Niwasnia &sa.- 
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gneablo from the thawing and consequent dampness of the 
clay, of which it was chiefly fonned, for the leaa Bubstantial 
hut more agreeable habitation of a tent. Esquimaux, con- 
tinued lo Ttsit and trade with them&om time to time, sup- 
plying them with aeal-skin boots, and other articles of 
Barage clothing. It is recorded to the honour of these 
poor creatures, that they were not guilty of stealing during 
all the transactions they bad with the party — a vico whieli 
characterizes, more or lees, all the other tribes on the 
Kortb American coast. One incorrig'ible rascal, however, 
annoyed them by his depredations. This was Ooligbuck's 
son, who not only appropriated all the tobacco belonging lo 
the men on which he conW lay bands, but cleared off all 
the buttons from their trousers, and consummated his 
wickedness by twice opening his Other's bale tuid eating 
the old man's sugar. 

On the 23d the sun was seen at midnight, his lower 
limb touching the high grounds to the northward; but the 
weather still continued cold, notwi I h standing the advanced 
state of tho season, and it was not till the end of July ihat 
the ice on the bay began to give way before the gushing 
torrents that issued from the swollen current of North Pole 
Hiver. Out at sea it looked firm and white as ever. 

The 25th of July was the anniversary of their arrival at 
Kepnlse Bay, which appeared in a very different garb at 
that time. Dr. Rae remarks, that " last summer at this 
date there was no ice to be seen in Repulse Bay ; the anow 
had nearly all disappeared, and the various streams had 
shrunk to their lowest level. Nbvj there was not a pool of 
water in the bay, except where the entrance of a river or 
creek had worn away or broken up the ice for a short dis- 
tance. There was much snow on the ground in many 
places, and most of the streams were still deep and 
To add to 1\i\b \iiiion&vw«ia VvkMlh tRwasuiier and 
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beat and cold, the mosquitoeB made their appearance; 
" but this," saya Rae, " I waa not aorry for, as the Esqui- 
maux said that the ic« in the bay would soon break up 
after these tormentora made their appearance." 

About this time Dr. Rae observed that a number of 
large boulder-stoucs made their appearance on the top of 
the ice in the bay. " I was much puzzled," says he, "to 
make out how they came there. They could not have 
fallen from the ahore, as the beach was sloping at the 
place, nor had they been carried in by drift ice of the pre- 
vious season. The only way that I could account foi" it 
was this: At the commencement of winter, the ico, after 
acquiring considerable thickness, had become frozen to the 
atones l3dng on the bottom, and raised them up when the 
tide came in. The alonea would get gradually enclosed in 
tlio ice, as it grew thicker by repeated fi^ezinga, whilst by 
the process of evaporation, which goes on very rapidly in 
spring, the upper surface was continually wasting away, bo 
that in June or July there was little of the first formed ice 
remaining; and thus the atonea, which at first were on the 
under surface of the ice, appeared on the top. This may 
perhaps in aome measure account forbouldera, sand, shells, 
&c. being sometimes found where geolc^sta fancy they 
ought not to be." 

A severe storm arose on the 10th of Auguat, accompa- 
nied by rain and anow. It had the happy effect of creating 
great havoc among the ice in the bay, which, when it 
abated, presented a clear sea as far as the point. All was 
now hustle and preparation for aea. The boats were over- 
hauled and got ready; one of the anchora and chain were 
miaaed, and at last it was recollected that they had been 
placed on a spot of ground which, at an earlier period of 
t he previous year, was exposed to view, but was now buried 
^Htader a masa of ice eight feet tlucls.\ Qm\. •^ 'C[A%\R>n^\'^ 



r 
I 



408 



FAREWELl TO f OBT H 






wea speedily dug, and removed to the boat. The natives 
crowded round them at seeing tLcse rigorooB preparationa 
for departure, and Dr. Rae, in the fulness of his heart, 
began to diGtributa among them all the files, tnivea, and 
axes that could be convcuiently spared. The weather con- 
tinued to improve rapidly. Nibitabo waa despatched to 
procoTQ venison for the voyage, and succeeded in Bhooting 
two young deer, while St. Germain and Hineau eet the 
nets for a supply of salmon; and, on the 13th of August, 
all being got ready, the boats were launched, and the party 
floated once more on the nalt sea. Dr. Kae was about to 
distribute among the Esquimaux tbeir spare kettles and 
some hoop iron, before taking final leave of them, when it 
was discovered that one of the boat's compasses was miss- 
ing. Search was made, but no compass was to be found. 
At last it WB9 discovered under some heather, where it had 
been concealed by one of the women. The farewell gOto 
were then distributed, and some of the men appeared to be 
really aorry at parting, wading into the water to shake 
hands with the doctor as the boat moved slowly from the 

A light air of N.E. wind carried them slowly from the 
desolate scene of thdr recent home; and, leaving Hepulse 
Bay to the swarthy hunters of the walrus and the seal, 
they shaped their course for York Fort, at which place 
they arri^'cd on the 6th of September 1847, having been 
absent nearly fifiecn months in the dark and stormy 
of the north. 



The northern coasts of America were not again visittji' 
&om the landward side until the year 1848, when the 
ansiety regarding the fate of the gallant 
Sir Jolin Franklin, induced Gcrvcmraent to 
. ovwVani SKSXiiiwi^ fj^T^eJJtMni under the 
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command of Sir John RicliarclBon. Dr. Eae was chosen 
as s. fitting companion to the well-known colleague of 
E'ranklin in his fonner voyages ; and in March 1848 they 
sailed from Liverpool, and proceeded through the United 
States and Canada to the scene of their operations at the 
mouth of the Mackenzie. As the ground over which they 
travelled, however, is the same with that explored hy 
former diacoverers, the details of whose exploits have been 
already recounted in this volunic^ it is not necessary to do 
more than say that, during the years 1848, '49, and '50, 
Drs. Richardson and Rae made a minute but unsuccess- 
ful search for the missing ships along the various parts 
of the arctic coast, where it was considered probable they 
might have been wrecked. A short account of these jour- 
neys, along with a concise and graphic description of the 
various searching expeditions sent out from time to time, 
will be found in " Polar Seas and Regions." 

The little spot of anknown territory which has already 
cost the British nation so much, is soon to he surveyed, we 
imderstand, by Dr. Rae, whose fitness for the object haa 
been amply attested by bis energetic and succeasfiil explo- 
rations in 1846. Should ho be successful, a question of 
considerable importance will be finally settled, and the 
narrative of his travels and exploits in the regions of per- 
petual ice and snow will form another chapter in the 
interesting annals of arctic story. 
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ISmo, clotli ^n. 



rtANG£R3 or THE DEEP. With Eagntiin, ISaii, doth, ElU la 



VICAR OF WAKEFXEUX 

»i. 

KNTmNQ AND NKITTSO 



^U 



I 



VALUABLE RELIBIOUS WORKS. 

GLAD TIDQIGS i or. lbs Qospel o( Fucg—i. Serias of DiJlr Bu^igs Tor 
Clii1«tlBn DiBcLploi. Bj lie Ke.. Dr. Tvniois, jtuiTior or '■ BMd Tiujn 
rud Hirveil,'' Ac. Fcp. Sto. doili. I& ed. GlUlu<«,3g. Hgnicca ilcgwi. 7* 

DA1LT BlBl^ HUAllQIUS POB TOE LORD'S HOUSEHOLD, Br I'M 
Ret. Juiu Smith, 18mo, cloth gUt,l>. Ui>r.pUDn,3!i(iiL Mor.Eitn.S' 

fpHE BOOK OF FAMILT WORSHIP AND BELI>S TO DEVOTIOS. 

9>. Ed, Hoiwco utlqne, «s Sd. 



'PHK COSOREGATIO 



ud Hynm TnDei, Gbaan 
loar volBn, b:^ Adiu Wiiobt. Esi, 0[|[aBlil of Bai 
Cbipel, Blrmlngbun. Clotl^ price Is. Ed. Half moroix 



ELIJAH THE 
prtnii. G 
EUSHA. ByKiumicniiii, Tllh PrebsebrBiOEsiisTicra. Poolicap 
cloUi, prim Zi. Gllllwea. I1.M. UoTosca olegoDC, Tl 
TlOaATSirrS OOLUEK TBI^ASUnr. FooKap Sro, clnli, 

FAUILT FICrOKES FROU TBE BIBLE. IBmo, elMh, pilM li. td. Glh 

THE WORLD TO COU£. Bjr luiD Wii™. IBdm^ eIl>tl^ pOtt U. Sd. 
Gin luYO. u. 
JENKS' FAMILY AND PRIVATE DEVOTIOKa ISoio, dot^ prt« 
li. «d. Gilt lavn, !k 
i SLEEP 



^4 



piSHOP HORNE'S COUMENTARY ON THE Vf 



If ILNEB'S HI3T0BT OP THE CHEI3I1AH CHOBCH. C 



i 




B0DK8 OF TRAVEL, BIOflRAPNV, ftc 

CHINA: Slietcheiof the Oonnny, Eelitrion, md Cnno 

rTHE ARCTIC EEGI0.\3. RayiA 32m», cloth, price la. U. Cloth gilt, 

OF THE PACIFIC By Cmnvifc Roy»l ilaa, 
olotlmirlM lEi S4. r 

w 

'TKK rouUS LADY'S FHIEND. Roy^ iSmo, dotb, price !>. id. Cloth 

THE GIRL'S BOOK. By Mas. Sibodiuhit. Roynl Ktan, dolh, price 
Uli Clolh gUl, It «. 

tti, Gioomum'. Hoj-Kl time, dolh. price 1& Sd. 

X THE BOLT LAND. Baml Blmo, ddh, prlM 
O Is, 3d. CloUi Kill, i& «iL 

THE BOOS OF NATUltAL HISTORT. Royal Hniq dDth, prln U 9d. 
Clolh rm i"- Si 
THE BOOK OF ENTERTAINING AND INSTEUCTIVB ANECDOTE. 
Rcrril 39IDD. dotli. price li. Sil. CMfa fat, la. M. 
'nVENINGS AT BOKE. fto^al S^c, clDI^ price la. SI ClMll (dt. Ii, M. 

CrniosrriES and wondkrs oj natubb and aht. edth tamo, 
dolb, prtea U H. Clolh gUl, 1>- «d. 
iDVENTURES OFBODINfiOSCRCSOE. Horil 35100, dolh, prtCB ll M. 
.1^ Clolh Kill, leCd. 

IflLTON-S FOBTICAL WORKS. F>radi« L»t and ReE^ilneiL KnytU 
iU. SJmo, doih, price H. M. Cloth gUl, It ed. 

LONGFELLOWa POETICAL V!ORKS. WlUi Slnl Porlnlt RotbI 
giDo, doth, price U U, Clolh gUi. It M. 



KIRKE HHITE'S poetical W0RS& icith Lll^ hr SanHH. Royal 
3'irao, doth, price It Id. Clolh gUI, It Sd. 
CKEEVKR-a MEMORIAIfl OF A YOUTHFUL CHEISTUN, Royal 
nma^eloth.pdciiUU. Clelh gUt, U Cd. 



KELSONS' BRITISH UBRAitY, IN CLASSIFIED VDUIMES. 

(tLEUffNGS or SACKED nilLOSOFflY. Ftwiirap Sto, cIdUi. pciee 
T IVtS OP ILLUSTRIOUS HEH. FooIkut Sto, doth, piles U Bl. Gilt 
rlULES FOR ALL READERS. Foolesii Sto, daUi, pdca Ii. U. Gill 

STORIES FROM CHURCH HKTORI. FaolKSii Sto, cIqIIi, piics I>. CS. 
Gill laTto, 39. 
STORIES OF MISSIOHART ENTERFRISB. Fwlscaii Sin, elDth. price 



ELEGAHT GIFT BOOKS. 



rPHE CORONAL THeisnil fencUIn 
1 dnOi. gill iMTei, prl™ at Moro 


ga. ByMKiJ 




THE GEUi cr, FHIESIDE TALES, 
X e>nl,<l>. 


18mo, dolh 


pLARA-B AMUSEMENTS. Bt Mbs- Ask* Blent 


BOTia 32mo, KUt Usires, lo. 60. Ko 


Tbe Fonrot-Me-NoL 


Marmlon. B 






Gift D( Lo?e and Frlnididilix 




Sonjn ol Home iiid Hipplnon 


■niomind'i S 


EmblBoi Kid TattTT of FloHHi. 


Indolecce. 


Spring Wild FloBen 


The Queen'i 


EI3]>li the Tlibtille. 


Shepherd. 


The Olney HyniBM 


The Ham ef 


Bomakr'" Oolflen Ti^snry. 




TheLidrDtthaLoka 


StorlMuidSI 



THE JEWEL GIFT BOOKS. 

33ma, olotli silt, IB. Clotli eittra, gUt, U. 6d. 



ANOUAGE, POETRY, AND EENTIHENT O 



T ANOUAGE, FOB! 



THE ROYAL JUVENILE LIBRARY, 
Ciotii plKln, prioe 2b. ea. out ibkvoi, as. 



rpHE SWISS FAMILT ROBINSOK. With Eight Kb jrarlBgi 



ADVENTURES DE' ROBIHSDK CKUSOK WlUi Eight Bii«nTlilg> t[( 
I 



THE HAPPT HOLIDiTl With Eight Kdgr«Hng« (mm Dadgni Dr B, 
ANC UERTOK. With Eight EngraTlDgi from 



NEW SEMES OF VOLUMES FOR THE V0UN8. 
Fooiioap St«, iiargn Tyite. 

SUMHES DATS; or. TI16 Cousin*. With bMnUM Proollipleee t 
Vlgnetts. Cloth, price Jib EiL Gilt leavo, 3s. 



nn;s 



I 
I 



RIVERBANKi or, Tin aiBbril 
VlgneCta. Cloth, prlca II Si 



rrBE HOLIDAY arn FOB BOYS— counting ot Firs Volimn of Slorlei I 

THEHOLIDATOIPT FOBOIRLS-COMtotlngDfniaVolniiiiaolSIOrioi P 
In II Handuma Cue, prl« li. ed. 



BOOKS FOR THE TOUNfi- 

lamo. with Fine FrontlspleceB and TtgneCtOB. 

I HE GREAT SECRET, or. How to IM Happy. Neatly bonnd In 
pries U Gilt luTcs, Ii. ed. 
rpBE COUSINS; Dr. Lots Oos AUDtlisr. KeUly bonna In doth, pi 

ALLEH LUCAS; or.lDiiUiriilDecIilaD. Kutly bound In doth, p 
Olttluveii,UGd. 

CHARLE9LINNi«r. H™toO>iMr»8th6GoWenEnla. Neatly bo 
clDlh. price li. Gilt lemet, 1& «d, 

THE GOLDEN HULE ; or. Do (a Otbcn u yra woulll hsve OUian 

THE BASKET OF FLOWERS; or. Piety Kid Troth THoraphiiat. 
ieaai In daUi, price i±. Gilt IsTU, U BO. 

Indmtiy. By Loot 



THE STORY BOOK OF WONDERS IN NATURE AND ART. Bj UM. 
BaiiwoDD. Neatly iKumd In cloth, pricali, GilUuve^ It.«d. 

THE BOT-S OWN BOOK OF STOMES FROM BISTORT. NB»tly bonnd 
In cloth, price la. Gilt letvei, li. gd. 

THE TIIUL OF SKILL; or. Wbloh li IheBnl Story! Keelly bonnd In 
doth, price le. Gill lefl'ei, tt. «d. 

TALES FOR TOE YOUNG. By Uui Euubt. Nutly bound In clolh, 
price IB. GQt lesves, li fld, 

ANNALf OF THE POOR. By Lhqh RiCHHaflD. Nealty tawi in ct^th. 
price IL Gilt leuiai. It. Sd. 

SCMPTURE ILLUSntATED. With InisonoCTio* by Todd. KcMly 
boond Id cloth, price In. Gilt leara^ li. <id. 

SABBATH LIBRARY FOR LIHLE READERS. 
Prtoe Sixpence etMh, vrltb tie«ntiAii BUt 

Life of DeDloL By Ura. Hooker. I Anecdo 

LKeofDailit. ByHn-Uooku. TlisDi 

Todd'i LenoTetto C\iMt«i. 1 The Ke 




HOME LIBRARV FOI LIHU READEtlS. 
I' PTloe en. eaob. wltb beautUnl srllt oa-ret. Or ( 

fiUlC7 OlOtll, Ellt ISkTOft. 



Hlna AllcBi or, Do Right, \I T 

wish to bo BjLppy. 
inoB Hud Gluv i or, Se JnH as in 



IS Renrd of Self- 



la fur a Blow ; «r, SloriEi Df Lora 
1 Klndnoa in tbeToiniR. 

Little Out. 

Many Bunia. 



d Sbidc; or, TLs Don- 



Sister MiiTT'i SloMet. 
SU117 at Ibe Wilier FimDT. 
Tlis UoUier'B Sto^r. Ac 
The Well-Spent Hour. 



Jamo TbomtoiL 

Hucjr Suford. 

Wild Flowem 

Hbtit Edwirii 

Stortei (Or (he Tonne, FInrt Se7lo» 

Stnrlei Ibc tlie Youce. 6ec«nd 3Me« 



SABBJITH STORIES FOR LITTLE READERS. 

Price One FBrtUng each. 



Ftlce One Half^eim; each. 
Je Charles. I Tba Kind UCtle Biqr. * 

I Broken Flown. Edliliuid Cliu-le* 4c. 



Price One Pennj' e&ch. 



FiiDa rtropence eaclL 

KcOmt, Nirgint, md XuIl I The MdttiIdb Wilk. Ac 
RobertEnu. Ttaa Holldijn; or, AVMtHome. 

BonMjUuBMlFoUcf. I JindSoitL 



SABBATH STORIES FOR LITTLE READERS. 

Price ThraepfliioB each. 
Wllh Fronllsplscs and Picture Cotbt. 



Price Ponrptnce uwh. 

Vr\th Fmniliipleca sml BetntlhiL Gilt Cover. 

1 Laura. I WUJJsri Butlctt 

iS Emily I Alrnd SiOElelDn. 

Price Siipence eacli. 
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HEW PICTURE BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 

ypjCLB TOM'S PJCTDBE BOOK. In vena Dcdleulf d. Uy permtari. 
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